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The drawing for the 1958 grand prize was made by Thomas C. Woods, president, 


The happy grand prize winner—Avis Coller, Pawnee City 


as Bill Quinn, sales supervisor, held the bowl containing names of the year’s sales par- cashier, at right. What did she want most? A swivel, platform 


ticipants. Operating officials of LT&T form the line of onlookers; from left: 


Paul H. rocker for hubby’s T-V viewing comfort. Vyrl Clark, Pawnee City 


Henson, Walter F. Roberts, Merle M. Hale, Max C. Walker, Kenneth L. Lawson, Eruce area manager, at left, assisted Bill Quinn in arriving at the 


J. Sievers, Houghton Furr and Lloyd W. Cleveland. 


selection. 


Our Social Security Tax Increases 


Tax Rate Rises from 244% to 242% for Both Employee and Employer 


Higher Rate Applies on First $4800 earned in 1959 


Maybe you missed it in the papers, 
but certainly discovered on receiving 
your first paycheck of 1959—that a new 
law was enacted by Congress last year, 
requiring that more money be deducted 
from your wages for Social Security 
taxes. The levy is made, according to 
law, on the first pay day of 1959, re- 
gardless of whether part or all of the 
services for which payment was made 
may have been performed in 1958. 


A LOOK INTO THE FUTURE 


On the basis of the present law, you may 


expect fo 


pay the following amounts for 


Social Security Taxes in the years ahead. 


e ® ° % of P Maximum 
LT&T Folk Return to Their Selling Ways in 1958 % of Pay ae 
Richard ae Spohn, disbursement ac- 1958 2%, $ 94.50 
A { H | r , countant, olds | d laini 
New Records and Near-records Established in Year's Effoit present exicnted'aticaaks eee cre 1959 WV 120.00 
curity taxes under new law. 
7 1960-62 3 144.00 
The high-flying 1958 employee sales program was sliced Some outstanding employee sales records for 1958 3 168.00 
off abruptly at the close of the year, when our statisticians included: 1963-65 - 
took over to seek out the totals for the Merchandising effort. 1,351 Colored Sets (A new record.) Ye 1966-68 A 192.00 
Our people were especially active and successful during De- 501 Residence Extensions 
245 Business Extensions 1969 and after AV 216.00 


cember with sales of extensions and colored sets, and these 
helped mightily in making 1958 one of our best years in em- 
ployee sales. 

The final count showed that 360 employees participated 
during 1958, posting sales amounting to $53,259.90 in annual 
gross revenue. 

Prizes have been awarded on a monthly basis since March 
with the winners chosen by a drawing from names of those 
participating during a given month. The lucky ones from 
March through November were: J. L. Roth, Hastings; Verna 
Alexander, Lincoln; Marvin Joosten, Lincoln; George Han- 


223 Ericofons (A new item.) 

170 Jacks 

156 Regrades to R-1 Service 

December brought a total gain of 497 telephones. The 
month also featured 550 sales of colored sets. 


During the year LT&T’s station gain included 2,695 main 
stations, 1,756 extensions and 337 PBX stations for a total 
gain of 4,788. The year’s sale of 4,211 colored telephones 
represents a 90.4% increase in this category. We also re- 
corded a 9.18% increase in extensions and a 3.59% increase 


COMPARISON OF 


SOCIAL SECURITY 


1958 and 1959 


In 1958, you 


TAXES 


These Taxes Apply Both to You and LTaT. 


In 1959, you 


Two changes in the law affect em- 


soci: Laneolus: He Vollmer Nebraska Cie Katiieaw 27 total stations. Was Sones Pil pay for ployees: (1) The tax rate on both em- 
Sughrue, York; Marvin Welsh, Plattsmouth; Myron Birds- ity social Security ployees and employers was increased 
ley, Auburn; and Edith Mattson, Stromsburg. The December $2,000 $45.00 $ 50.00 bas the former 247% to 242%; and (2) 
prize drawing is featured on our front cover, as Melba Rich- 2,200 49.50 55.00 oe higher rate will apply on the first 
ards, chief operator, Lincoln, drew the capsule containing the 2 400 54.00 60 ses of an employee’s earnings instead 
name of Mina Jorgensen, General Plant, as the month’s ay -00 of the former limit of $4,200. The max- 
winner. 2,600 58.50 65.00 imum deduction will be $120 in 1959. It 
Then at the year’s end, a drawing was made for the grand 2,800 63.00 70.00 sees i ti I 1 a 
ra , : : Mae ‘ . ; 2 : Wiul apply only in 
prize winner. In preparation for this event, all the capsules 3,000 67.50 pear amass 7D" 
accumulated through 1958 were returned to the bowl. The 3200 a a0 ae peur ate ae 3% in 1960; to 
drawing was made by President Thomas C. Woods, Jr., who ¢ 72.00 80.00 41s 0% in 1969 pts /o in 1966, and to 
dissected the capsule to read the name of Avis Collar of 3,400 76.50 85.00 levy on our seit cher oni he ie 
"07 yr 7o, tor the 
Pawnee City hyp angie aide | 3,600 81.00 90.00 company must increase its payments 
Selection of the article representing the grand award 3.800 85.50 for this tax to match tho ethe. 4 
was made after Bill Quinn, sales supervisor, had done a bit ; 95.00 dividual employee, dollar rae ‘ne a 
of sleuthing. He found that Avis was planning a new furni- 4,000 90.00 100.00 addition the company will] pron tnas Fs 
ture motif for her living room and the big, platform swivel- 4,200 94.50 105.00 bear the entire amount of State and 
rocker fitted exactly into the scheme. | 4,400 94.50 110.00 Federal unemployment insurance taxes, 
Both employee participation and results were above those can as well as sickness, accident, pension 
of the year before in nearly all respects, as may be seen from ’ 94.50 115.00 and other added benefit payments. 
the following comparison: 4,800 up 94.50 120.00 
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1958 1957 
Employees Participating 360 345 Mina Jorgensen receives the December prize from Max C. Walker, general 
S pa Requests Received 3,429 nj 25 plant superintendent—o chest for her dinner silverware. ‘How did you know 
ath 4,458 2,840 what | wanted?” she asked. Others in the picture are: Janice Schnuelle, 


Sales Completed 


Annual! Gross Revenue ..........---..-------- $53,259 $36,938 


Ralph Connors and Mary Hessler. 


The Retired Employees Club held a Christmas party in the general office club rooms. Left table 
—clockwise: Laura Sires, A. S. Keckler, Margaret Hall, Bert Huddleston, Florence McKie, Pearl Shreve, 
Ethel Prescott, Mae Hunt and Mary Carroll. Right table: C. S. Nevin, C. F. Peachman, H. J. Soder- 
holm, L. A. Stacy, W. H. Webster, W. L. Hassler, T. S. Risser, R. M. Cleveland and D. C. Wilson. 


The general committee for the two Lincoln parties. From left: Charles Hansen; Marlene Thomp- 
son; Jeanine Sherman; Walter F. Roberts, personnel director; Carl Ahl, general chairman; and Charles 


Arnold, 
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Hastings Area once again drew the _ biggest 
Christmas assembly except for those held in 
Lincoln. 


Wout Sit Go? 


The traditional Commercial Christmas break- 
fast dates back a decade or more. Held this year 
at the Kopper Kettle, it had nearly perfect attend- 
ance from Local and General Commercial of 


almost 60 employees. 


o==t0 the aad MeCEEY © Bristrsas gatherings of LT& 1 © mpfoyeefand nv iv a ‘ ‘: : nn oes . KC ll r 


For LT&T folk the Yuletide season 
began early in December and lasted 
until Christmas Eve. Company spon- 
sored parties were held at Ashland, 
Auburn, Beatrice, Crete, David City, 
Fairbury, Geneva, Hastings, Humboldt, 
Nebraska City, Plattsmouth, Seward, 
Stromsburg, Superior, Sutton, Syra- 
cuse, Tecumseh, Wahoo, Wymore and 
York. These were capped by the two 
big assemblies held at Lincoln; the 
Children’s Party on December 13 at 
the Cornhusker Hotel and the Adult 
Party on December 19 at East Hills. 


Mutual admiration—Our perennial Santa, Harold 
Brady, for the youngsters of LT&T; and they for 
him. 


; Part of the crowd at the Lincoln adult party that comfortably filled the big East Hills club house. 
Also there were numerous office and 


departmental gatherings in Lincoln and 
over the territory. 

So it was that almost every employee 
was afforded the opportunity of join- 
ing with his fellow workers for an 
hour or an evening, to share in the 
beauty, the solemnity and the joy of the 
Christmas programs. 

The pictures on these pages show but 
a sampling of the season’s activities. 
In the realm of employee attendance it 
represents the highest on record. We 
think everyone will join in a hearty 


~ ad y a, : 
vote of thanks to the various commit- if 5 he | NG Ss 


tees who labored so long and well to The Lincoln children’s party at the Cornhusker Hotel was well attended, too, as this picture attests. 
make each party an individual success. ; ia 


The children’s party would not be complete 
without its clowns. This year’s quartette was com- a F yw. 
posed of—from left: Jim Sievers, Dean Hobson, ———— — : _— —— seamen 


Ron Cotton and Don Nelson. Too bad Dean’s 


Booth dwellers — watching the show at East Hills. The men, clockwise: Jerry Salber, Charles 
pretty face was hidden by a balloon. 


Arnold, Ron Ueberrhein, James Vanderslice. 
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More About Christmas ; _ | _— , 


Edith Seward Kathryn Portsche R. T. Ross Pearl Barnhouse Mary Bornemeier Margaret Sanburg 
Hastings Lincoln Lincoln Lincoln Lincoln Shickley 
35 Years 30 Years 30 Years 25 Years 25 Years 15 Years 


service anniversaries 


—_—— 


The folk of general office second floor and cafeteria were invited to the personnel office for 
a Christmas snack. From left: Mina Jorgensen, Marcia Watson, Walter F. Roberts and Joan Moorberg. 


43 YEARS C. A. Burge, Beatrice. 
A2 YEARS A. E. Lamberson, Lincoln. 
36 YEARS A. M. Geist, Lincoln. 

35 YEARS Edith Seward, Hastings. 


Ruth ‘Comptek 33 YEARS A. B. Waters, Lincoln. . Sos. Aincde 
oa 32 YEARS G. D. Brock, Hattie Staley, Lin- 
é spice Hastings Lincoln 
M. W. Franklin looks over the greeting cards 15 Years coln; J. H. Mankamyer, Sutton. 10 Years 
received by Revenue Accounting from. other 31 YEARS Lillian Baker, Lincoln; M. A. 
accounting centers across the naticn. Birdsley, Auburn; Marie Pearson, Hastings. 
30 YEARS Kathryn Portsche, R. T. Ross, 
Lincoln. 
29 YEARS J. S. Reed, Jr., Lincoln. 
27 YEARS Inez Olsen, Lincoln; Gladys Stiers, 
Geneva. 
25 YEARS Pearl Barnhouse, Mary Borne- 
meier, Lincoln. 
24 YEARS Arthur Balderson, Lincoln. 
Belle Howery 21 YEARS Cecile Morehead, Tecumseh. W. F. Hendrix 
Lincoln 19 YEARS LaVerne Braun, Lincoln; Mildred Lincoin 
15 Years Brobst, Benedict; Elizabeth Nichols, Platts- 10 Years 
mouth. 
: senegal pols 16 YEARS Hazel Neman, Lincoln. 
Sue and Joan Allen, accordianists, entertained 15 YEARS Ruth Compton Hastings; Belle 
at Lincoin Traffic’s party. They are the daugh- ) ¢ ; 
ters of Carol Allen, service assistant. They also Although its population diminished with the dial conversion, Beatrice Traffic members retained Howery, Lincoln; Margaret Sanburg, Shick- 
appeared on stage at the East Hills party. their tradition of gathering about the tree for their Christmas gift exchange. ley. 
14 YEARS Henrietta Menninga, Beatrice; A. 
amacraeaegs each ae iy om D. Miller. Lincoln. 
dé : ; e asta: 13 YEARS Helen Krieger, Lincoln. 
Fi vee 12 YEARS H. E. Butler, C. H. Eitzmann, 
) ay RW. bane Je Arleen Swanson, E. R. Travis, Lincoln; Fern Barbara McCord 
4 Lincoln Jacobs, Crete. Hastings 
yi 10 Years 11 YEARS M. J. Danaher, Fairbury; Edna 10 Years 
Mahloch, Beatrice; Cecil Semple, Lincoln. 
10 YEARS Doris Hardt, W. F. Hendrix, R. 
W. Lane, Jr., L. L. Rezny, Lincoln; Barbara 
McCord, D. E. Webb, Hastings. 
8 YEARS Verletta Alexander, C. W. Broer, 
J. J. Caldwell, Lincoln; Irma Arnold, Myrtle 
Janssen, Beatrice; J. W. Cruickshank, Ash- 
land; Grace Heigl, Plattsmouth; Irene Mail- 
and, Seward; Arlene Reetz, York. 
7 YEARS C. A. Bender, Betty Biggs, O. D. 
é D. E. week Spencer, Lincoln; Adele Ganzel, Gladys be Be ROzRy 
ies Hastings Parker, Nebraska City; M. M. F. Svoboda. Lincoln 
Fairbury traffic and commercial folk had a dinner at Myrl’s Inn More Fairbury folk: Front row: Jean Bales, Jeanne Lytton, Mandane Reid, 10 Years Seward. - 10 Years 
and a gift exchange at the office. This group, from left: Fern Lois McCord, Loretta Vollistedt, Mary Jackson, Cecelia Siegel, Joyce Robinson, 6 YEARS Tillie Boyd, Norma Somerheiser, 
Holbein, Kathryn Traeger, trene James, Marilyn McDermet, Edna Martha Hanau, Evelyn Menke. Back row: Ricka Schenk, Annabele Stocker, Lincoln; Helen Rothfuss, Hastings. 
Schoenrock, Sharon Fisbeck. These ladies operated the board while Joan Nespor, Beryl Leslie, Evelyn Lange, Bonnie Harris, Emilie Bleich, Carol 5 YEARS Hancia Tones: Baattice:: Darlena 


Grummert, Irene Smalldon, Helen DeBord, Dorcas Slater, Vera Sweetser. 


the larger group held their party. Ritter, R. C. Trouba, Jr., Lincoln, 
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Pulling out of a parking stall suddenly and without warning is one way 
to get sideswiped by a passing car. Look back and wait till you are in the 


clear. 


at Saeecce ea 


Even when guarded by warning signals and signs, railroad cross- 
ings are dangerous. Slow down and be alert when approaching 
such a crossing. 


Killers At Large 


A Program to Reduce the Traffic Accident Toll 


During the next 12 months, ten 
thousand killers, who are presently at 
liberty, will take the lives of 32,000 
Americans of all ages, and maim an 
additional 348,000. 


Police and the FBI are powerless to 
cope with these slayers. Our armed 
forces couldn’t help, even if called into 
action. Indeed, the killers themselves 
don’t know what they’ll do. They don’t 
know who they’ll kill—or when—or 
where. 


Who are they? Someone you know 
may be one of them. They’re all motor- 
ists — and pretty good drivers, too. 
Whom will they slay? Strangers. 
Friends. Even their own families. Why? 
Because at this moment — even if 
they’re reading this article—they don’t 
know that tomorrow’s burst of extra 
speed—or next week’s decision to teach 
that “wise guy” on the road a good 
lesson—or last month’s failure to have 
the car properly serviced—will result 
in death. 


This terrible toll of needless and cer- 
tainly unintended killings and maim- 
ings can be cut to a small figure if 
each and every one of us will resolve 
to abide by a program of safe and sane 
driving. The following are fundamental 
points of this program. 

(1) Be sure you’re physically fit to 
drive. If you don’t feel well, don’t get 
behind the wheel. A simple headache, 
for example, can upset your judgment, 
interfere with “road-attention.” If you 
ought to wear glasses, wear them — 
and be sure they meet your current 
needs. So simple an ailment as an upset 
stomach can make you take chances 


By J. S. Reed 


that you would ordinarily avoid. If you 
are suddenly taken ill while driving, 
pull over to the side of the road—or a 
drive-in—until you feel better. A cup 
of coffee and a few minutes of relaxa- 
tion may snap you out of it. 

(2) Be prepared mentally to drive. 
This means: shrug off worries before 
you release the brake; consciously avoid 
taking out your aggressions on the road; 
recognize the fact that you are driving 
a potentially lethal weapon; and stay 
alert—for children crossing streets, un- 


expected side-road traffic, and speed- 
sters. 


(3) Know your car. Au‘omobiles, 
like people, have their peculiarities. 
And as a car becomes older, these in- 
dividual traits are exaggerated. Wheth- 
er it’s your own, a friend’s or a rented 
vehicle, be certain you know such vital 
facts as: the size of its turning circle, 
where its “blind spots” are, just how 
quickly it can accelerate—and deceler- 
ate—in an emergency, how much pres- 
sure on the brake it takes to halt it. 
Some preliminary tests before a long 
trip could save your life. 


(4) Be sure your car is in top condi- 
tion. This means having the brakes, 
battery, fan belt, windshield wipers, 
wheel alignment, lights, horn and rear 
vision mirror checked. Use well-mated 
tires with good tread, and be sure the 
tire pressure is up to snuff. 


(5) Learn the fundamentals of turn- 
pike or freeway driving. Our high- 
ways are being built so well that they 
have begun to outspace man’s ability to 
adapt to new circumstances. Some 
facts to bear in mind: don’t be lulled 
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by the broad, smooth road ahead—you 
can still smash into the rear of a slower- 
moving truck or be side-swiped by 
some driver out to pass you. Beware 
of “highway hypnosis’—that deadly 
mesmerism that can sneak up on any- 
one through the sheer monotony of 
straight, uninterrupted road. To avoid 
it, glance occasionally—and quickly— 
to the side, move from lane to lane and 
take frequent breaks—every 50 or 100 
miles. 

(6) Master the fundamentals of 
night driving. If you drive at night 
frequently, it is a good idea to use 
properly fitted special night driving 
glasses to reduce the glare of oncoming 
headlights. Never wear sun glasses— 
they can substantially reduce your judg- 
ment after sundown. If you aren't 
wearing night glasses, the best way to 
face lights is to look straight ahead. 
Contrary to general belief, it is unsafe 
to look to the right, for drivers tend to 
steer in the direction they are looking. 
Finally, most experts endorse the prac- 
tice of sticking “glowing tape” on the 
rear bumpers of cars—it’s a tip to other 
drivers who may pass your parked car 
at night. 

(7) Learn to handle your car im bad 
weather. The basic rule for riding out 
a skid is to steer in the direction of the 
skid and keep off the brake. You should 
use chains or snow tires on snowy 
roads. For safety’s sake, keep a couple 
of bags of sand in your trunk and an 
ice-scraper in your glove compartment. 

(8) Don’t speed. Drive at a speed 
that is safe for road and traffic con- 
ditions. Conscientiously obey legal 
speed limits. 


~ National Commitfeemen 


LT&T was well represented on the 
roll of USITA committeemen as an- 
nounced by President Hugh A. Barn- 
hart in late December. The list in- 
cluded the following appointments: 

M. M. Hale, as a member of the Exe- 
cutive, Bylaws and R.E.A. Borrowing 
committees. 

K. L. Lawson, as chairman of the 
Commercial committee and a member 
of the Liaison With Private Communi- 
cations Systems committee and the 
sub-committee for Mechanized Opera- 
tor Toll Ticketing. 

Paul H. Henson, as chairman of the 
Engineering committee and a member 
of the Military Liaison committee and 
the sub-committee on Engineering Ed- 
ucation. 

L. W. Cleveland as chairman of the 
sub-committee on Special Services and 
a member of the Traffic committee and 
the Toll Compensation and Settlements 
committee. 

Walter F. Roberts as a member of 
the Personnel committee. 


LT&T Buys Lots af Superior 


The first step has been taken in the 
long sequence of events which will re- 
solve in bringing the dial telephone 
system to Superior. This was the pur- 
chase of a parcel of properties at the 
northeast corner of Fourth and Kansas 
streets which becomes the site of a 
new central office building. 

Two adjacent properties were in- 
volved in the purchase, the former 
owners being R. R. Johnston and the 
estate of H. Clyde Johnston. The plot 
measures 150 by 135 feet. It lies a 
block east and cater-cornered across 
the intersection from the present tele- 
phone building. 

Preliminary plans call for a one-story 
masonry structure, facing west, with 
an attached garage for company cars 
and trucks. The dial system will be 
installed and will include DDD for 
long distance calls. Mr. Kubat, area 
manager, indicated in a public an- 
nouncement that it may be several 
years before the project would be com- 
pleted. 


Bowling In December 


Bowling, like most other activities, 
gave way in December to the affairs of 
Christmas, but not before the girls 
rang up some sort of record by having 
three of their number in the 500 figures 
in a single night. On December 8 
Norma Somerheiser hit 523; Rexine 
Bretta, 503 and Lois Ehlers, 501. Scores 
among the men were uniformly good 
though not spectacular. But Carl Ahl 
got his first official 600 series in another 
league and it would be a conceited 
editor who would mention his own 263 
game and 657 series, rolled —dern it— 
in practice. 


Man In Trouble 


Most men are opposed to “lap meals’”’ and John Reed of General Plant is no exception. The fact 
that Mr. Reed’s lap isn’t as spacious as it used to be may have something to do with his prejudice. 
Anyway, he didn’t fare so well at the second-floor Christmas lunch, set up in the personnel department. 
The alert camera caught him in a normal position, for John was forced to make several reaches 
to the floor to retrieve fallen utensils and crumbs. 

The ladies, from left, are: Velma Schaaf, Paula Otte, Mina Jorgensen, Jane Phillips, Tillie Boyd 
and Marieta Songster. 


A new melody foursome made its appearance at the Commercial Christmas breakfast at Lincoln. 
Its members had practiced religiously for some weeks, polishing their tones and harmony for the 
occasion. But thev ran into trouble. In practice they had struck their keynote on the club room 


Piano and, with no further ado, broke forth into beautiful concord. But there wasn’t a piano at the 


party room and calamity fell when Chauncey Eggerss introduced his famous pitch pipe to strike the 
cherd. 


He blew a mournful solo as the quartette members hummed from bass to falsetto in a frantic 
effort to find the missing kev. It was several minutes before they hit upon it and went on to 
render several numbers in delightful fashion. But they had already “brought down the house,’ for 
there is nothing like a good embarrassing moment among friends. 


The camera flashed at the height of confusion and found Chauncey Eggerss, bass; Clarice Bulwan, 
soprano; and Loran Powell, tenor; vainly humming the scale in pursuit of the elusive note, while 
Joan Jones, alto, gave way to the occasion’s mirth. 
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Our Cover 


Our January cover slices a scene 
from the film of Merchandising his- 
tory. It shows one of the final acts 
of a year of fine employee sales—the 
drawing for the December prize win- 
ner. Melba Richards, chief operator at 
Lincoln, did the honors as she drew 
the capsule containing the name of 
Mina Jorgensen from about 125 others, 
representing those employees who had 
made sales during the month. 

Aiding and abetting the prize draw- 
ing; from left, are: Evelyn Koch, serv- 
ice assistant; Bill Quinn, sales super- 
visor; Mary Arthur, service assistant; 
Miss Richards; and Carol Allen, service 
assistant. 


Sievers Named Controller 


Bruce J. Sievers was invested with 
the full title of Controller at a meeting 
of the Board of Directors, December 
19. He had been appointed Acting Con- 
troller at the time of the retirement of 
I. J. Devoe, November 1. The position 
of Controller, being an elective office, 
the action of the Board was required 
before the full title could be conferred. 


Editorial Views 


The Promising Future 


It’s a continuing adventure; the one 
we all embarked upon in walking 
through the door of a new year. There 
is zest — and value, too — in peering 
down the vista of time that stretches 
through the months ahead. 


What does the future hold for us? 
For our industry? For LT&T? 


We are not clairvoyant and many 
forecasting methods used in the past 
no longer hold true. But we cannot 
help being optimistic. Despite the mov- 
able obstacles that mark our daily 
trails, it is unthinkable that anything 
can halt the great forward strides of 
progress of the world in which we live. 
The rapid accumulation of knowledge 
and enormous feats that set these times 
apart from all others of recorded his- 
tory will surely be turned eventually 
to the betterment of all mankind. 


Ours is a key industry; a young giant 
still growing and developing at an 
amazing pace. The telephone occupies 
a specific niche in the great scheme of 
things in that it is the instrument by 
which the peoples of the world can be 
brought together in personal and in- 
stant communication. That premise was 
stated nearly half a century ago as the 
ultimate goal of telephony: that anyone, 
anywhere, could talk with anyone else 
—wherever they may be — quickly, 
clearly and economically. Day by day 
we are progressing toward that goal. 
Misunderstandings between nations, 
races, sects and neighbors can be swept 
away more easily as communications 
broaden in scope and use. 


So we, being members of a well 
established company, dealing in a com- 
modity that will continue to be in need 
and demand, can rest assured that the 
future will provide a place for us and 
for those who follow after us in the 
telephone profession. 


Join MARCH OF DIMES 
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~Join The March of Dimes 


This is the month of The March of 
Dimes, a great and worthy cause that 
the News earnestly recommends for its 
readers’ support. We’ve seen the work- 
ings of the National Foundation first- 
hand—particularly in the case of our 
own Glenn Obert, who was stricken 
with bulbar poliomyelitis more than 
four years ago. His long and expensive 
course of treatment has been almost 
wholly supported by The March of 
Dimes. 

The National Foundation has made 
birth defects and arthritis partners of 
polio in a new three-way health pro- 
gram. These three problems affect al- 
most 12 million people. Rheumatic dis- 
eases, including arthritis, are the lead- 
ing cause of disability in the U. G., 
affecting at least 11 million persons. 
Birth defects are the largest unmet 
child health problem. In polio, it is 
estimated that 150,000 people already 
stricken can still benefit by help. 


Looking Backward 


About things and people, as reported in 
former January issues of the News. 


40 Years Ago (January 1919) The great flu 
epidemic raged unchecked through December. 
Employee ranks at several of our exchanges were 
reduced to the point where operations could 
scarcely be maintained . . . Mae Meduna, plant 
department, and Hazel Hagenbuck, former oper- 
ator, were drafted into service at the Wahoo 
switchboard and immediately contracted the flu 
themselves . . . Among dozens of others confined 
to their bed with the flu were C. S. Nevin, Wahoo, 
and Ed Dorland, Humboldt .. . The list of re- 
turning servicemen included Dewey Nelsen and 
A. O. Andrews. 


30 Years Ago (January 1929) Personne! 
changes included: F. E. Behm, to assistant plant 
superintendent; J. A. McKinzie and R. H. Ojers, 
to district managers; F. M. Strasser, to super- 
visor of supplies. William Cunningham, a tele- 
phone man since 1889, died. Harry Spuriock was 
transferred from Raymond to Milford as manager. 


25 Years Ago (January 1934) We report 
another disheartening year of depression and 
count our losses at 3,010 stations. Employee rolls 
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down to 1,100 . . . Lincoln employees, 450 strong, 
held their Christmas party at the Shrine Country 
Club, with George Keith as Santa Claus and 
Master of Ceremonies. 


20 Years Ago (January 1939) M. T. Caster re- 
tired as general plant superintendent, being suc- 
ceeded by F. E. Behm Sales kings and 
queens were crowned at the ‘12 Months’ Club” 
banquet held Jan. 12 at the Cornhusker . 
William |. Aitken was elected to the Board of 
Directors . . . Merrill Green and Harve Colvin re- 
tired from active service. 


15 Years Ago (January 1944) Employees whose 
sons or daughters were in military service were 
honored at a party held at Lincoln, December 20. 
About 200 were present from over the territory 
.. . Involved in traffic department changes were: 
Melba Richards, Superior; Edna Pflughaupt, York; 
and Nata Hershey, Tobias ...A drive for em- 
ployee war bond sales was conducted during Jan- 
uary. 


10 Years Ago (January 1949) The News re- 
ported the death of J. S. Jackson, of General 
Commercial . . . Promotions came to M. W. 
Franklin, K. J. Boshart, A. B. Waters, Ed Cum- 
mings, Howard Smith, Mary Beaty, Alex Geist 
and Ivan Paddack .. . Microfilm machines were 
purchased for use in photographing toll tickets 
and records. 


F. A. Blockwitz Called To Rest 


Frank A. Block- 
witz, 70, died De- 
cember 27 at Veter- 
ans Hospital, Lin- 
coln. He had been 
retired from active 
service since No- 
vember 1953, and it 
is sad to note that 
much of the time 
since then has been 
spent in a hospital 
bed. 


There are many facets of life that 
are unexplainable, but it séems so un- 
rewarding—so unjust—that one should 
not be granted some years oi leisure and 
health beyond those of active employ- 
ment. None of the days of Mr. Block- 
witz’s retirement have been free from 
pain, though it is said that he gave no 
voice of complaint. | 

As the last few months marked the 
progressive worsening of his condition 
he often expressed the hope of visiting 
the company’s new garage building at 
2lst and L. Arrangements were made 
to drive him through the building on 
a tour of inspection, but he was forced 
to forego the journey because of his 
fading strength. 

Born at Crete, Mr. Blockwitz was a 
60-year resident of Lincoln. He spent 
his entire career with LT&T as a mem- 
ber of the automotive section of Sup- 
ply. He was hired as a skilled automo- 
bile mechanic in June 1921, shortly 
after the first company garage was es- 
tablished in a downtown alley west of 
the general office. The company had 
only recently made the transition from 
horse-drawn rigs to motor trucks and 
cars and he was the first expert re- 
pair man to enter the employee ranks. 


From the start he was kept busy 
with maintenance work and the vast 
amount of experimentation that went 
into the establishment of standard 
items and practices and the motor ve- 
hicle section grew and its work ex- 
panded. Within two months of employ- 
ment Mr. Blockwitz was named fore- 
man of the auto shop, a position he held 
until his retirement more than 32 years 
later. 


He was a veteran of World War I and 
a member of St. Teresa’s Catholic 
church and men’s club; the American 
Legion and the Frank H. Woods pio- 
neer chapter. Survivors include his 
wife, a son and two daughters. 


Roy Thanks You 


Back on the job and recuperating nicely from 
his recent illness, Roy Brendle, Liticoln service 
engineer, pondered on how much attention he 
had received from his fellow workers—and how 
in the world he would ever get around to thank 
all of them for the visits, the cards and the 
favors. He allowed it couldn’t be done in per- 
son... and asked the News to tell his friends 
of his appreciation. We're glad to do so. 


Winscot Enters 35-Year Ranks 


The serious business being conducted in the picture above is the initiation of Paul Winscot of 


Lincoln Plant as a bona fide member of “Picture 


In The News” Club. That’s the fate of an em- 


ployee on reaching the 35th anniversary of service. Paul and his brother, LeRoy, of David City 
Plant, have collectively rolled up a fine family record of nearly 75 years service with LT&T. In the 
picture, from left, are: Ray Clinton, Jerry Miller, Mr. Winscot, Charles B. Meshier and Byron Pattison. 


Be A Good Scouf 


Boy Scout Week will be observed this 
year from February 7 to 13. Major em- 
phasis will be placed on the theme, 
“For All Boys,” with the present mem- 
bership of five million boys and adults 
actively engaged in recruiting all boys 
to become Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, and 
Explorers. 

The organization needs big boys, too. 
Men who can give the Scouts techni- 
cal advice, additional leadership, ideas 
on safety, conservation, handcraft and 
educational projects. 

Many LT&T-folk have been associ- 
ated with Scouting for many years and 
all agree that the rewards are im- 
measurable. If YOU have the time and 
urge to become active in this fine pro- 
gram you'll be welcomed with open 
arms. Contact your local Scout office 
for details. 


night custodial force at 14th and M 
smiled for the camera after enjoying a Christmas 
“dinner” courtesy of Fred Bredow, one of their 
number. From left, standing: Ervin Pfeifer, 
Chas. Broer, Edward Mohlman, Fred _ Starr, 
Harry Leatherman, Fred Bredow. Seated: Roy 
Ferguson, David Ryan, Paul Feldstein, Paul Bald- 
win, Art Drake. 
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Happiness Ahead 


Keith Bouwens and Judy Kay Peitsch ex- 
changed vows December 13 in Lincoln. Keith 
is a shopman in Supply. 

George Hancock, Lincoln Commercial, was 
married December 28 to Gretchen Titman. 
The ceremony was performed in the Feder- 
ated Church at Aurora. 

Sandra Hobbs, York Traffic, and Terry 
Warren were united in marriage December 
20 at the Methodist Church in Central City. 

Catherine Vandenberg, Lincoln Traffic, 
and Norman Hoeft were married at St. 
Francis Center, David City, on December 27. 


There was an employee named Hays, 
Who recently got a new raise. 

To the Co-Op he went, 

Lest it all should be spent. 

Mr. Hays saves for those rainy days! 


Meanwhile, if it’s raining bills 
in your direction, let a Co-Op 
loan be your umbrella! 


EMPLOYEES’ COOPERATIVE CREDIT 
ASSOCIATION 


Service Representatives In Free China 


Many employees of the general of- 
fice will remember William W. Lee, 
who spent two months in Lincoln in 
early 1955 observing methods and 
practices of our company’s depart- 
ments. Since his return to his position 
as chief of the traffic and commercial 
departments for the Taiwan Telecom- 
munications Administration at Taipei, 


Taiwan (Formosa), Mr. Lee has put 
into practice many of the procedures 
he learned here and elsewhere in the 
United States. In the picture, Mr. Lee 
is explaining the functions of service 
representatives to government com- 
munications officials. From left: Mr. 
Lee; Minister Gen. Yuan; General Di- 
rector Mr. Yu; Vice Director Mr. Fang; 
and Vice Minister Mr. Liu. 


Promotions -- Transfers -- Title Changes 


Ray Zimmerman 


Commercial 
Jerry Isaman, clerk to service representa- 
tive, Lincoln. 
Plant 
R. E. Adkisson, equipment repairman 
(temp.) Supply, to janitor, Lincoln. 


Warren Drake, switchman, Lincoln to Au- 


burn. 
John Findley, combinationman to installer- 
repairman, PBX, wire chief's office, Lincoln. 
D. D. Hessler, switchman, Toll Equipment 


to Switchroom. Lincoln. 


John Findley 
Lincoln Lincoln Lincoln 


Ronald Hibbert 


Ronald Hibbert, combinationman, wire 
chief’s office, Lincoln, to service foreman, 
General Plant. 

W. K. Nilsson, equipment repairman, Sup- 
ply, to janitor, Lincoln. 

Larry Segoviano, equipment repairman, 
Supply, to groundman, Construction, Lincoln. 

F. L. Starr, Jr., equipment repairman 
(temp.), Supply, to janitor, Lincoln. 

Ray Zimmerman, combinationman to in- 
staller-repairman, PBX, Lincoln wire chief's 


office. 


New Employees 


Accounting 
Marjorie Hester.....--- Mach. Opr...------ 12- 1 
Betty Hlavinka..-....- Mach. ~ Opricccecx 12- 1 
Elsie Holtzen.........-.- Mach. Opr....----- 11-20 
JoAnn Templeton....Mach. Opr......--- 12- 8 
Commercial 


James Vanderslice..Com’‘! Repr., 
LaPCOU: cei Sacer 12- 4 


Virginia Wurtz*...... Svc. Repr., Linc...11-24 
Plant 


Marion H. Brinton..Janitor, Lincoln..11-24 
Richard L. Madden..Swchmn., Linc....- 12- 8 


Traffic 
Phyllis Jackson.......- Opr., Superior...... 12- 8 
DOR. RICE pascenccna Opi. YOR a scsces 12- 8 


Sophia Witcofski*....Opr., Wymore....1 1-23 
* Re-employed 


New Associate Edifor 


| The General Traf- 
fie news for this is- 
sue was written by 
Marilyn  Becker- 
bauer, who recent- 
ly joined our com- 
pany to take over 
the duties of Joyann 
Worster, who is on 
leave of absence. 
Joyann was associ- 

ee * ate editor for the 
department and we’re pleased to find 
Marilyn assuming that task along with 
the others. We like her newsy, conver- 
sational style of writing. No doubt the 
affairs of General Traffic will receive 
fine coverage in the pages of the News. 
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Our shirt-sleeved Picture dates from last fall 
when Gay Henderson took an “instant’’ camera on 
a photographic expedition near Humboldt. With 
unsolictied advice from kibitzers Dan Smith, Ber- 
nard Macholan and Vyrl Clark, he shot roll upon 
roll of film, but Managed to push or pull the 
wrong gadget on Most every shot. The finished 
prints are still littering the landscape of the 
southern district. 


Overflow Crowd af 
Women’s Pioneer Party 


The ladies of the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter gathered for their annual 
party December 6 at the Cornhusker, 
at Lincoln. Return coupons torn from 
the announcement indicated that a 
bumper crowd was on the way, but not 
until a head count was made did it be- 
come official that this was the largest 
gathering in the history of the event. 
Of the 70 in attendance, 16 were newly 
enrolled in the organization. This num- 
ber included several of the recently es- 
tablished “auxiliary” branch. 

Georgia Smith, again serving as so- 
cial chairman, brought her experience 
into play in providing an interesting 
and fast-moving agenda. A social hour 
was held in the State Room preceding 
a fine turkey Cinner served in the Lin- 
coln Room. Prizes were carried away 
by Cecilia Heller, Lincoln; Virginia 
Coon, Beatrice; Ferne Wilger, York; 
and Irene Combs, Lincoln. Entertain- 
ment was furnished by Sue and Joan 
Allen, accordionists; daughters of Carol 
Allen, service assistant of Lincoln Traf- 
fic. 

Assisting Mrs. Smith in the arrange- 
ments were committeewomen Irma 
Dillworth, Mary Beaty, Dorothea Heck- 
man and Elaine Hawkins. 
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Upper picture: The committee, side by side at the head 


table. From right to left, the five are: 


Irma Dillworth, Mary Beaty, Georgia Smith, Dorothea Heckman and Elaine Hawkins. 
Middle picture: Clara Jones and Beata Merz in the center foreground. 
Bottom picture: Closet to the camera, from left: Myrtle Henline, Alma Jensen, Lillian Hubbard, 


Frances Guelker and Grace Hauschild. 


Blessed Events 


Born to Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Dettmer, 
a daughter, Dee Ann, December 16. Norma 


Jean is on leave of absence from Syracuse 
Commercial. 


A daughter, Pamela Sue, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Dick Griffin on November 30. 
Darlene is on leave of absence from the 
cable section of Lincoln Plant. 


Mr. and Mrs. LaVern Scholl are the proud 
parents of a son, Lonni Dale, born December 
13. LaVern is a garage serviceman. 

A boy, Bruce Steven, was born December 
18 to Dennis Heidbrink, Accounting, and 
wife, Beverly. 

On December 10 a daughter was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Welsh. Marvin is em- 
ployed in Plattsmouth Plant. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by the Telephone Employees’ Mutual 
Benefit Association during December 1958: 

Primary Members..30 Claims..$3,591.02 

Dependents .......... 32 Claims... 1,886.10 


$5,477.12 


Death of Harry Ronne 


Harry K. Ronne, 75, died suddenly 
December 2 at his home at Stratton 
shortly after returning from a visit 
to his home town of Lushton. Mr. 
Ronre, with his wife, Ida, operated the 
LT&T exchange at Lushton for many 
years. They transferred to McCool 
when the Lushton subscribers were 
consolidated with that exchange in 
1934. When the McCool exchange be- 
came dial operated in 1946, the couple 
retired and moved to York, where 
they resided until Mrs. Ronne’s death 
in 1957. 

Mr. Ronne’s career as operator at- 
tracted widespread attention. He be- 
came blind, as a youth, but by relying 
on the senses of touch and hearing he 
became so adept at his profession that 
he could answer signals and make con- 
nections with great speed and accuracy. 
Telephone people visiting the office at 
night were sometimes amazed to find 
him operating the board in a darkened 
room. 

Mr. Ronne is survived by one son, 
with whom he had been making his 
home at Stratton. 
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School Bells 


Ten voluntary evening classes in 
Telephony opened their books in Jan- 
uary as employees across the territory 
flocked back to school to learn more 
about this business of ours. The courses, 
of ten-weeks duration, are being held 
at Lincoln, Hastings, Auburn and Beat- 
rice. The schedule is as follows: 


At Lincoln: 

Monday: Advanced Auto. Dial Switching. Al 
Ager, Instructor. 

Tuesday: Fundamentals of Auto Dial Switch- 
ing, Al Ager, Inst. 

Tuesday: PBX & PABX Operation. K. E. 
Johnson, Inst. 

Thursday: Subs. Sta. Installation & Repair. 
Ron Hibbert, Inst. 

Friday: Fundamentals of Auto. Telephony. 
Lowell Johnson, Inst. 


At Hastings: 
Friday: Carrier Training. D. McKean, Inst. 
Friday: Subs. Sta. Installation & Repair. 
H. Tubbs, Inst. 
At Auburn: 
Tuesday: Carrier Indoctrination. Dan Smith, 
Inst. 
At Beatrice: 
Tuesday: Intertoll Dialing & Signaling. Bill 
Eckles, Inst. 
Wednesday: Fundamentals of Auto. Tele- 
phony. Bill Eckles, Inst 


Our Family Album 
COhe 


chal GUMMERCIAL 


LPAR IME 


1: K. L. Lawson, general commercial superintendent. 


2: Adrian M. Newens, commercial engineer. 
3: Kenneth J. Boshart, training supervisor. 
4: Marlene Kuhl, secretary. 

5: Leona Shurtleff, stenographer. 

6: Ruth Kadavy, senior secretary. 

7: William D. Quinn, sales supervisor. 


8: Joe H. Hartley, editor, Lincoln Telephone News. 
9: George E. Walroth, director and methods supervisor. 


10: Marilyn Lang, secretary. 


11: LeRoy P. Schlentz, special services supervisor. 


12: Annette Luthy, stenographer. 
13: A. B. Gorman, advertising manager. 
14: Christine Ford, secretary. 
15: Loran J. Powell, development supervisor. 
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Eastern District 


Mabel Lipskey, Associate Editor 


David City Area 


by Vivian Dee 


The David City folks held their Christmas 
party at the Legion Club Room and everyone 
had a wonderful time. Following the dinner, 
the evening was spent in dancing and playing 
cards. . . . Last-minute vacationers were 
Lineah Johnson, Harvey Armagost and O. B. 
Dill, all spending their vacations at home. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen 


A Christmas dinner party was held at the 
American Legion Club December 17 with 
approximately 68 attending. The evening was 
spent in dancing and card games, and a good 


time was had by all... . Best wishes to Sally 
Volkmer who has a beautiful sparkler on 
her left hand. . . . George Kane spent 


Christmas at his home in Des Moines. ... 
Raymond Kinnison enjoyed his last week of 
vacation at Noel, Missouri, visiting relatives. 

Gladys Parker and family spent Christ- 
mas with her daughter and son-in-law at 
Onawa, Iowa. ... The folks at Syracuse held 
their Christmas dinner December 8 with ap- 
proximately 30 employees and husbands and 
Wives attending. The evening was spent with 
a showing of pictures taken by Miss Esther 
Wellensiek of her tour of Europe. ... Vir- 
Zinia Johnson, former traffic operator now 
of Waco, Texas, was a recent visitor at the 
Syracuse office. 


Plattsmouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 


Plattsmouth Area employees enjoyed their 
Christmas parties early this year, Weeping 
Water having theirs December 5 and Platts. 
mouth’s on December 8... . Thelma Tritsch 
and husband spent a short vacation in New 
Orleans the week of December 7. The eighty 
degree weather was quite a comparison to 
our three below in Nebraska. . . . Beulah 
Russell, traffic department, while on vaca- 
tion had a very narrow escape. While driving 
her four children to school, she was hit by 
a truck which demolished the car, but all 
occupants escaped with only bruises and 
shock. . .. The traffic department had an 
extra little Christmas party together with the 
Commercial gals on December 22, with the 
exchange of gifts and lunch at the Platts- 
mouth office. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


All seems to be quiet in the Seward office 
after the rush of the holidays and a siege 


of virus colds. ... The Seward gang held 
their Christmas party at Dale’s Steak House 
on December 19. ... Bingo and cards were 


the entertainment for the evening. Winning 
bingo prizes were: Eileen Brauer, Don Rut- 
ledge, Ruth Baumbach, Emma Meyer, Dale 
Cooley, Virginia Coffey, and Sheiton Nor- 
wood. Everyone had a wonderful time. 
Ruth Baumbach won a power mower at the 
open house held at the Jones National Bank 
on December 21. 
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Keeping track of the comings and goings of a 
district manager is no small task in itself, but 
it is only one of many duties that crowd them- 
selves into Mary M. Goracke’s busy day as sec- 
retary in the district office at Beatrice. Mrs. 
Goracke is also associate editor for the News 
in the southern district. 


Wahoo Area 


by Leona Benal 


Santa’s sleigh and reindeers were the 
centerpiece for the Wahoo Christmas party; 
and mistletoe which was hung in the door- 
way so no one could pass by was the center 
of attraction. E. L. Dorland and Louie Cink 
seemed to have the most fun with it. Louie’s 
face was the color of Rudolph’s nose most 
of the afternoon—he blushes so easy. A 
buffet of baked ham was served the em- 
ployees and a very welcomed guest from 
Lincoln was George Keith. ... We are glad 
to have Dewey Olson back on the job after 
a week’s illness. . . . Louie Cink closed the 
year 1958 as the last vacationer. He spent 
his time at home and doing Christmas shop- 
ping. ... All the Wahoo employees enjoyed 
a wonderful holiday season. ...The Ashland 
folks held their Christmas party December 
19 and a good time was had by all. Guest 
at the party was Clara Van Matre, who re- 
tired in 1956. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 


On Wednesday evening, December 17, the 
employees and guests met at the Auburn 
Hotel for a Swiss steak Christmas dinner. 
Invocation was given by George Damon. 
Marcus Johnson was in charge of distributing 
the door prizes to the lucky number holders. 
Later in the evening entertainment was fur- 
nished by the high school girls trio and in- 
Structor who sang several Christmas num- 
bers. . . . On Thursday evening, December 
18, the traffic and commercial girls met at 
the telephone building for their annual gift 
exchange. Refreshments of sandwiches, cake, 
jello and coffee were served. . .. We wish 
also to say ‘‘thank you” for the candy and 
cake we received. It was thoroughly en- 
joyed. . .. The reason for Oakeil Butler’s 
big smile these days is the arrival of a 
second grandson, Michael David Butler. on 
November 20, at Sequin, Texas. . . . Vivian 
Kinghorn and son Lynn, along with friends 
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made a trip to Kansas City by way of train. 
This was the first time they traveled that 
jay to Kansas City. 


Beatrice Area 
by Alys White, Veronica Siske and Frank Fisher 


November seemed to be a popular vaca- 
tion month. Myrtle Janssen spent some time 
in Norton and Prairie View, Kansas, and 
claims it was one of the nicest vacations 


she has had. . . . At-home vacationers in- 
cluded Virginia Coon, Rethal Falk, Irma 
Arnold and Leland Hodge. .. . Veronica 


Siske spent part of her vacation at Burchard 
where she enjoyed the Christmas holiday with 
her family. . . . Carieta Woelke spent an 
enjoyable Christmas in Alva, Oklahoma with 
her grandmother whom she hadn’t seen for 
eight years. . . . Rethal Falk’s mother, Mrs. 
Stella Stanley, a retired employee, is recover- 
ing satisfactorily after undergoing eye sur- 
gery in Lincoln’s Bryan Memorial Hospital. 
. The traffic girls had their Christmas 
party on Monday evening, December 15. The 
turkey dinner was delicious and bountiful as 
usual. After everyone had eaten more than 
usual, there came the picture taking and gift 
opening. Everyone agreed it was a wonder- 
ful party. .. . The Christmas party for plant, 
commercial and district office was held in the 
recreation room of the telephone building 
the evening of December 16. Everyone en- 
joyed the ham dinner and an evening of 
games. Entertainment was furnished by the 
Beatrice State Home Chorus who sang Christ- 
mas songs. 


Crete Area 
by Loretta MclIInay 


The traffic and commercial departments 
held their annual Christmas party on Decem- 
ber 16. Santa didn’t make a _ personal ap- 
pearance, but there were gifts for everyone. 
And FOOD. . .. The Company Christmas 
party was held at College Heights Country 
Club on December 18 with 42 in attendance. 
The evening was spent playing bingo and 
cards. A gift exchange was held. Here, too, 


the food was delicious. ... The flu bug has 
been playing no favorites here. ... Al Zeh- 
rung stopped at the Crete office to say “hello” 
after working in Wilber. ... Earl J. “Shag” 


Eichenour of Exeter, a retired construction 
foreman, visited the Crete office the first 
part of December. ... Area Manager Novak 
enjoyed a final week’s vacation during the 
hunting season. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois McCord 


Christmas was the chief topic for December 
in the Fairbury office. The plant department 
had its Christmas party at the Country Club. 
Special guests were Al Zehrung and “Lefty” 
Holloway, directory salesmen who have been 
working the Fairbury Area. ... Mike Danaher 
spent his vacation time visiting locally. 
Evelyn Lange and family visited in Denver. 

Anne Snell is visiting relatives in Cali- 
fornia. ... Other vacationers included L. A. 
Scott, Kathryn Traeger and Joan Nespor. 
; Fern Holbein has worked her last 
day and plans to be married shortly. 
Congratulations are in order for Bonnie Har- 
ris Who is wearing a beautiful diamond. 
Loretta Vollstedt is driving a new Buick 
(purple and white) and plans to leave for 
California the end of December. ... The 
traffic and commercial departments’ Christ- 
mas party consisted of a turkey dinner at 
Myrl’s Inn and a gift exchange at the office. 


Regina Bethscheider, chief operator at Hebron, 
carries the name that means “telephone service” 
to residents of the town. She is one of three 
sisters whose service records likely surpass that 
of any similar family group in the nation. Least- 
wise we have never heard of their equal. 


Pawnee City Area 


The employees and their families gather-d 
at the Humboldt City Auditorium the eve- 
ning of December 18 for their annual Christ- 
mas party. Everyone enjoyed a covered dish 
supper, after which candy was distributed to 
the youngsters. The balance of the evening 
Was spent viewing colored slides taken by 
Dr. and Mrs. Harlan Heim on their recent 
trip to Alaska. . . . It seems that Santa was 
very good to everyone this year. 


Tecumseh Area 
by Irene Thies and Norma Lee Hahn 


Bonnie Taylor and husband visited relatives 
in Salt Lake City recently. . A welcome 
visitor in our office was Pvt. Dale Weber, 
now stationed at Ft. Riley, Kansas. ; 
Willie Williams is attending a teletypewriter, 
telemetering and _ perforator maintenance 
school in Omaha for two weeks. ...A 
covered dish Christmas dinner was held at 
the Golf Club on December 13 for employees 
and families of all departments. Entertain- 
ment consisted of Christmas songs, bingo and 
a grab bag. ... On December 15 the girls in 
Traffic and Commercial had a barbecue sup- 
per and gift exchange. Congratulations 
to Juanita Waring, chief operator, who is 
sparkling a ring on her left hand... . Irene 
Thies and hubby went to Kansas City to bring 
back her sister and family. . Norma Lee 
Hahn and husband spent Christmas in Omaha 
visiting her father who underwent surgery 
there 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
by Theo Speed 


The Geneva area employees held their 
Christmas party December 17. Mrs. John 
Scheierman and J. T. Murray were the lucky 
ones to receive the door prizes. ... Barbara 
Nittler is back to work after an extended 
visit to Europe. Late vacationers were 
Gladyce Stiers, Theo Speed and Velma Bock, 
each of whom spent the remainder of their 
vacations at home. 


Hastings Area 

by Patricia Sperry 
With the year drawing to an end, we still 
have a few late vacationers. Pat Sperry and 
Gwen Maul spent their vacation time at home 
making preparations for the Christmas holi- 
days. Marilyn Skarin spent a few days in 


Iowa and the rest of her vacation time at 
home. Helen Rothfuss and Jessie Van Trump 
spent the last week of their vacation time 
at home, and Betsy Keith left the day after 
Christmas for Alabama where she visited 
her family and friends. ... From the Has- 
tings employees to all our friends and co- 
workers in the territory, Best Wishes for a 
Happy 1959. 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona J. Kenning 
Telephone company employees in the He- 
bron area held their Christams party Decem- 
ber 11 at the Legion Club rooms. The door 


prize was won by Loyal Eitzmann. ... Area 
Manager Wellman spent a week’s vacation at 
home. ...H. G. Taedter has returned to 


work following a wonderful vacation trip 
to Honolulu. 


Stromsburg Area 
by Betty Beebe 


Employees in the Stromsburg area held 
their annual Christmas party on December 
20. By way of celebration they all journeyed 
to York and enjoyed a good steak dinner.... 
The November sales prize was won by Edith 
Mattson, cashier at Stromsburg. The prize 
gift was a clock radio. . Area Manager 
R. E. Wait and Bill Barry were the last of 
our vacationers in 1958. Both spent the 
balance of their vacation time at home... . 
From the Stromsburg area we take this 
means of wishing everyone a happy year. 


Superior Area 


by Jacqueline A. Busch 


On Tuesday evening, December 16, em- 
ployees in the Superior area enjoyed another 
very fine Company Christmas party, held at 
the Union Hotel party room. There were 35 
in attendance and the usual gift exchange 
was held. The door prizes, given by the 
company, caused quite a bit of excitement 
and were appreciated. The lucky winners 
were Edith Parsons, Traffic, who won the 
electric coffee maker, and Jim Bauer, Plant, 
won the outing kit. .. . Winding up vacations 
for the year were Wanda Thompson, Traffic, 
who spent her time at home enjoying the 
duties of a housewife; and Jackie Busch, 
Commercial, who spent her vacation in Den- 
ver. ... F. F. Kubat, area manager, was 
confined to his home because of illness, and 
Dale Bollman and H. L. Whitney were ill 
with the flu. Crystal Ahrens, who re- 
cently left us, was honored at a party given 
by traffic department employees. Most of the 
girls and their small kiddies attended. 


Sutfon Area 
by Catherine Cassell 


The Sutton area employees, their wives and 
husbands, held their annual Christmas party 
on December 13 at the Sportsman’s Club in 
Hastings. District Manager and Mrs. Tyler 
Ryan were guests. A nice time was had by 
all....Kay Mankamyer of Greeley, Colorado, 
spent the holidays with her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


Christmas time saw several diamonds ap- 
pearing in the traffic department. Alice Lind, 
Evelyn Critel, Delores Schmidt, Carolyn 
Lewis and Dorothy Hanson are proudly wear- 
ing new diamond rings. Our best wishes to 
each of the girls. The finishing touch 
was added to Traffic vacations for the year 
when Loretta Neville and Genevieve Graff 
returned from theirs. The Traffic and 
Commercial girls held their Christmas party 
at the York Legion Club on December 16, 
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returning to the office after dinner for an 
exchange of gifts. . The Plant and Con- 
struction departments enjoyed their Christ- 
mas party at the Ideal Restaurant. Door 
prizes were won by John Eckles and Fred 
Trim. . . . Our co-workers were scattered for 
the holidays. Edna Pflughaupt, chief opera- 
tor, had a family dinner at her home. Kathy 
Sughrue, Commercial, was at home for the 
day; and Velma Garlock, Commercial, spent 
Christmas at Waco visiting friends. Boyd 
Imler, wire chief, was in Kansas and Has- 
tings for the holiday. Yours truly was in 
Central City with her family. This is all for 
1958. A happy ’59 to everyone! 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


“It’s a gusher,”’ called Estella Foght ex- 
citedly to husband Harold, “right on our 
front lawn!’ But closer inspection revealed 
it was just water that was lifting their 
lawn sod off the ground as it poured from a 
broken water main. Visions of Cadillacs faded 
quickly. ‘‘Well, guess we’d better call the 
water department about Old Faithful,” said 
Estella. ‘Sure is a shame you guys have to 
work on Christmas Eve,’’ Harold commiser- 
ated with the crew when it arrived. ‘Oh, 
don’t feel sorry for us,’ he was informed, 
“we're on double time.’ Luckily the water 
trouble didn’t hurt the pretty Foght Christ- 
mas decorations for which they had won 
third prize in their district. .. . George Mann 
had similar holiday trouble with the gas 
pipes going across his lawn into the house. 
Gas had been escaping somewhere from a 
leak and withering the grass in the lawn 
above. If the ground had been hard frozen, 
the gas, unable to escape any other way, 
would have made its way back along the 
pipes and into the house. . Well-wishers 
gathered to lunch Marlene Quinn at the 
Kopper Kettle December 22. Marlene has 
moved to Omaha where her mother pur- 
chased a home. Wish-wellers also ex- 
tended anniversary greetings to Twila Wert 
in Printing Service. New Year’s Eve day 
she received a card and a band-aid from 
fellow workers to celebrate the anniversary of 
the previous New Year’s Eve, which she 
spent in the hospital after falling and sprain- 
ing an ankle. . Many people saved parts 
of their vacations in order to make the Christ- 
mas holidays more gala affairs, and nothing 
looked so desolate as this office the day 
after Christmas. Much family visiting oc- 
curred as Jody Jones took off for Norfolk, Pat 
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McIntyre for Primrose, Verna Frerichs for 
Auburn, and Ruth Strong for Sioux City. 
B. J. Sievers spent a week visiting his 
daughter in Little Rock, Ark., and made it 
back before the snows. Irene Stolz left New 
Year’s Eve, drove to Belleville, Kansas, and 
was back New Year’s Day. Esther Juengel’s 
son arrived home to make holidays happy 
around her house, although she was a little 
perturbed at discovering he had hitched 
part of the way—from San Diego to AIl- 
buquerque. ... Holidays around the Connealy 
household were not so riotous as Larry was 
sick for two and one-half weeks. To make 
matters worse, he doesn’t even have a nice 
long impressive name for his illness. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 


Carol Carlson, Associate Editor 


With Christmas and New Year’s over with 
for another year, everyone seems to just be 
relaxing. We all agreed we had a wonderful 
Christmas and also a lot of fun New Year’s 
Eve. .. . Betty Hlavinka, a newcomer to 
our office staff, journeyed to her home town 
of Ord for the holidays. Betty’s name was 
omitted from the last News, but nevertheless 
we are happy she is with us. Among 
the party goers New Year’s Eve was Eleanor 
Grabowski who danced at East Hills. 
Ramona Johnson and Helen Short, along with 
their better halves, spent the evening at 
home where they enjoyed steak and shrimp. 

Delores Beltz spent the evening at a 
private party and Mary Weyers at a dance. 
... LaVaugn Reddish and Belva Jean Gleason 
and hubbies partied at the Legion Club. ... 
Pearl Lawson enjoyed a week’s vacation 
over Christmas. Needless to say, she kept 
busy. . . . Eunice Bailey purchased an Erico- 
fon for her husband as a Christmas gift. The 
phone is a brilliant red, so when Mr. Bailey 
talks to someone over the one-piece tele- 
Phone he informs them he is “speaking to 
them in color.’’ . Charlotte Colvert’s baby, 
Barbara, pulled the coffee table over on her 
and came up with what Charlotte calls ‘‘the 
biggest black eye ever.” Elsie Holtzer 
appeared in court to discuss with the judge 
her minor offense on side-swiping a car. 
When asked how much the judge fined her, 
Elsie said “the Judge talked to me, hid in 
a room for a while, then came back and fined 
me $14.70.” Margot Lucs sometimes 
hurries home at lunch time, but one day she 
hurried a little too fast. She came back to 
work with her apron still on. We are 
wondering if Don Nelson is planning to clean 
things up around here after he came to work 
one morning with a dustpan under his arm. 
Seems as though Don won it at a Sunrise 
Optimist meeting. Nina Anderson en. 
joyed having the family home for Christmas. 
One son and family came from Neosho, Mis- 
souri, and one traveled from Portsmouth, 
N. H. where he is with the Navy. ... Words 
can’t describe the look in Janice Post’s eyes 
when she shows everyone the lovely new dia- 
mond ring she is wearing. ... Lily Malacek 
received a letter from her aunt in Juneau, 
Alaska. The interesting thing about this 
letter is that it was written the day the of- 
ficial Statehood stamp was put in circulation 
—a‘‘first-day cover.’ The letterhead contains 
a picture of the State Flag which is blue, 
with the stars of the Big Dipper on the left, 
and the North Star is the right-hand corner. 
This poem heads the letter: 


ALASKA’S FLAG 


Eight stars of gold ona field of blue— 
Alaska’s flag. May it mean to you 

The blue of the sea, the evening sky, 

The mountain lakes, and the flow’rs nearby; 
The gold of the early sourdough’s dreams, 
The precious gold of the hills and streams; 


Mid-winter Progress on New Headquarters Building 


An odd and spectacular scene meets the eye of the passer-by at 15th & M this month. A com- 


pletely enclosed scaffold is climbing slowly up the south, west and north walis of the main section 
of the new general office building. The block-long platform is suspended on cables from I-beams 
overhanging the ninth floor level. It is elevated by 92 hand-operated windlasses attached to the 


lower end of the cables. 


Inside the enclosure, bricklayers and stone masons work in solid comfort. The sides and top 
of the scaffold are covered with plastic film to admit the sun’s light and warmth, while big saia- 
manders are spaced every few feet along the runway to add ¢o the coziness of the working space. 


So the building framework is rapidly being fitted with its cuter walls. The scuth face is of Indiana 
limestone and Cold Springs agate granite, matching the finish of the original three-story structure upon 
which the new addition is ascending. The west and north walls are of brick. 


The four-story addition to the east has now attained its full height, having gained an entire 
stery during the month of December. The forms are now in place for the pouring of the roof. 


Inside the buildings are dozens of workmen plying their individual trades. Studdings and par- 
titicns are being set in place on the fourth and fifth floors; the equipment house for elevator 


machinery is rising above the eighth floor; plumbers, electricians, metal workers and other craftsmen 


are scattered about the place, busily engaged in running pipes, wires and ducts, and doing other 
mysterious chores that finally will evolve into the finished job. It is indeed a month of real progress. 


The brilliant stars in the northern sky, 

The ‘’Bear’’— the ‘’Dipper’’—and, shining high, 
The great North Star with its steady light, 
O’er land and sea a beacon bright. 

Alaska’s flag—to Alaskans dear, 

The simple flag of a last frontier. 


The envelope the letter came in is decor- 
ated with the outline of the 49th State, with 
the flag in the center. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


A belated ‘Happy New Year” to all. We 
missed last month as we couldn’t find any 
news and our ‘‘good source” of information 
was on vacation. We had our share of Christ- 
mas parties with the service representatives 
and husbands going to the Legion Club on 
December 15 and the “back office’ gals and 
husbands went to dinner at Tony & Luigi's. 
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Both these events were followed by the big 
company party on December 19 and our de- 
partment breakfast at the Kopper Kettle on 
December 23. Sunday, December 14, 
Sandy Carter had a “‘coffee’’ for Mary Wanek 
who moved to St. Louis. Mary’s husband 
is out of service and will be going back to 
work for General Cable Corporation. They are 
also the proud owners of a ‘59 Chevrolet. 
. Sandy Carter has departed to stay home 
and await the arrival of her baby. . .. Late 
vacationers include Sig Hohl and husband, 
who flew to California for Christmas; Mary 
Pohlenz, who stayed home and enjoyed be- 
ing with her daughter; and Dean Hamilton 
who spent a few days in McCook with his 
parents during the _ holidays. Maxine 
Scott left us to just stay home and be a 
housewife. She will have enough to keep 
her busy as she and her husband are remodel- 
ing the house they bought in Firth. 
We wrapped and delivered 111 telephones as 
Christmas gifts, and 28 of them were Erico- 
fons. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Hollis Stouffer, wire chief, Falls City, was 
a very welcome visitor in the office and 
toll equipment department last month. : 
Ray Clinton finished his vacation during the 
holidays by staying home. Ray reports having 
had a very nice vacation as all his family and 
grandchildren were home for the holidays. 
. . . Yours truly had a very nice vacation 
during Christmas week. 


"2" Office 
by Al Ager 


On December 24, the ‘“2” Office switch- 
room group had a grab-bag exchange and 
everyone seemed to enjoy their gifts. 


"6" Office 


by R. R. Guthrie 


Arthur Bridger spent his week of vacation 
visiting relatives in Nebraska City and Wav- 
erly, and also getting caught up with work 
around home. ... Robert Neugebauer spent 
his week of vacation visiting relatives in 
Kansas City. 


Toll Equipment 


by JoAnn Knapp 


Ardell Robison and wife spent a week of 
vacation in Iowa City, Iowa visiting his 
daughter. Irving Schneider spent his 
vacation just loafing around home... . Yours 
truly spent a week getting ready for the holi- 
days. . . . Art King and wife went to 
California by train to visit his daughters and 
grandchildren and his new and only grand- 
son. ... Max Jenkins and family spent their 
vacation visiting friends in Jamesville, Wis- 
consin and St. Louis, Missouri. From there 
they journeyed to Mrs. Jenkins’ folks at 
Longview, Texas. 


Wire Chief's Section—14th & M 


by Marilyn Jo Osborn 


On December 18, the girls of the cable and 
wire chief’s section met at Bishop’s Cafeteria 
for their Christmas dinner. Gifts were ex- 
changed and everyone reports a wonderful 
time, . . . Bob Blackford spent his vacation 
over the holidays at home... . Lloyd Jenkins 
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spent a week’s vacation at home. ... Yours 
truly spent a week’s vacation visiting parents 
and friends in Campbell. 


Service Operators 


by Louise Roth 


Vacationing in this department were Naomi 
Harriman and Belle Howery. 


Custodial 
by Paul Radebaugh 


Charles Broer had the misfortune of hav- 
ing his new Edsel smashed up while it was 
parked in front of the east entrance of the 
14th and M Building. It seems a car coming 
from the north hit Charles’ car and drove it 
into the light pole on the sidewalk. Both cars 
were severely damaged and the light pole com- 
pletely broken off. ... The night janitors at 
the 14th & M Building were treated to a hot 
T-bone steak dinner on the evening of De- 
cember 18 by their co-worker Fred Bredow. 
This is the second such occasion by Fred, and 
is certainly enjoyed by everyone. ... The 
last vacationer of the year was Lucille Sorge, 
who just stayed home and enjoyed the Christ- 
mas holidays with her family. 


@ 
Construction 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


We had a number of late vacationers and 
the bulk of them spent their time doing 
that last-minute Christmas shopping and 
enjoying the holidays at home with the ex- 
ception of Cliff Artz who journeyed via the 
California Zephyr to Sunny California to 
spend the holidays. ... Dorothy Wise and son, 
Audie, made a flying trip to California to 
spend the New Year and take in the Rose 
parade and the Rose Bowl game. They re- 
ported a wonderful time and the Rose 
Parade fabulous. ... We’re so happy to re- 
port that Gus Foster is back at work on a 
part-time basis and looking fine. We really 
felt like rolling out the red carpet when he 
made his appearance January 5. ... A look 
at our Construction crews finds the State of 
Nebraska keeping us pretty busy with their 
highway improvement projects. Don Jones 
and crew are working north of Fairbury mov- 
ing our pole line to the new right-of-way. 
This job not only includes moving our pole 
line for a twelve-mile stretch but involves 
replacing approximately one mile of cable. 
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Our cable teams roam far and wide and the 
company camera found Bob Smith, helper, and Jim 
Howat, splicer, working some storm trouble at Da- 
vid City a few weeks ago. 


. Down at Falls City Ed Smith’s crew is 
moving poles on the Lincoln-Kansas City 
toll lead west of town and out west we find 
L. T. Piper’s crew moving the poles to new 
right-of-way for a distance of approximately 
five miles between Polk and Hordville.... 
January 19, Kenny Peters’ crew will be mov- 
ing to David City to make their headquarters. 
In the meantime they have been working at 
Friend and Geneva making cable extensions 
at both locations. . . . Down at Auburn we 
find Paul Wilkinson and his crew working 
the town estimate preparing Auburn for con- 
version. . . . Our Lincoln crews are working 
estimates and routine jobs in and around 
Lincoln with the exception of Foreman Was- 
son and crew who are at Hallam working the 
local and rural plant rebuild job... . Tommy 
Hedges’ crew has been building L.T. 3’s 
around Superior and Guide Rock and working 
the toll line repair estimate on the Harvard- 
Superior toll lead. . Down Hebron way 
we find John Summers’ crew working the 
Davenport rural plant rebuild job. By the 
way, John spent his vacation over the holi- 
days down in Little Rock, Arkansas, check- 
ing on the integration problem. . Cloyd 
Bucknell and his crew are working the Syra- 
cuse rural plant repair estimate, having 
taken time out to set the poles on a cable 
relief job at Plattsmouth and on the Nemaha 
Spur and Auburn-Peru toll estimates. : 
Lorin Lyons’ crew has been building L.T. 3’s 
in the Table Rock vicinity. He has completed 
tne Table Rock town estimate and is w srxK- 
ing on the Sterling-fable Rock toll line re- 
pair estimate. . . . Most of our splicers are 
working estimates and doing maintenance at 
their headquarters with the exception of Har- 
old Shotsman, who is doing maintenance 
throughout the territory and is in the Fair- 
bury area at the present, and Bob Greb and 
Jim Tice and their helpers who are working 
on the town job at Auburn. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Marcia V. Watson, Associate Editor 


The highlight for our group was the Christ- 
mas party held in the personnel director’s 
office when all enjoyed Mrs. Roberts’ delici- 
ous cake, spritz cookies and nibbles. The 
table and room were decorated in the sea- 
sonal fashion by Joan Moorberg, ably assisted 
by ‘Billy’? Schuman. ... Many of our folk 
had family reunions during the _ holidays. 
Among them were Fred Bettenhausen, whose 
son and daughter were home; Merle M. Hale’s 
son, Bob, and family were home from Den- 
ver; Jane Phillips’ son was home from South 
Dakota and Joan Moorberg’s sister and family 
were at Lincoln with her. ... Mina Jorgen- 
sen and husband were in Chicago for the last 
week of her vacation. ... Tillie Boyd’s smile 
is extra big now because, after six grandsons, 
she finally has a granddaughter. 
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The camera flash caught the action in the area 
manager's office at David City recently, where 
George E. Walroth, directory and methods super- 
visor, left, was discussing listings with Harvey 
Armagost, area manager, and Howard W. Spahnle, 
district manager. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


Father Time has presented us with a 
spanking new year and it promises to be the 
most spectacular of them all, telephonewise. 
With a shining new building and more and 
more toll dialing, it is thrilling to be a part 
of this heady whirl of progress. ... Of 
course building does present some problems. 
For instance, on the night of Dec. 15 we 
thought the Russians had finally made it or 
perhaps that Frank Norton had dropped a 
hammer on his big toe. However, the great 
roar was made by the temporary east wall 
sliding into the toll board. There were many 
frightened operators but fortunately no one 
was hurt. ... Building problems also forced 
us to hold our annual operators’ dinner in 
the snack bar but it was indeed a success. 
Everyone was delighted that so many yummy 
dinners could be served with such ease and 
speed. For the enjoyable time we are grate- 
ful to our efficient committee which consisted 
of Elaine Hawkins, chairman, Gloria Wesely, 
Beverly Cromwell, Rose Marie Meduna and 
Frances Bailey. There must be some 
truth in the old adage that absence makes 
the heart grow fonder because three of the 
girls recently transferred from David City 
have received diamonds since coming to Lin- 
coln. They are Joyce Sandy, Camilla Selzer 
and Verna Heins. We rejoice with Arlene 
Fitzpatrick on the occasion of her engage- 
ment. Arlene will be married in February 
and go to Elgin, Ill. to reside. When 
prayer was offered at Gloria Wesely’s home 
at Christmas dinner little Stevie sat glum and 
silent because Stevie couldn’t think of the 
proper word to close a prayer. He kept get- 
ting redder in the face and still the wily 
“Amen” eluded him but suddenly a great 
light seemed to dawn as he uttered reverently 
“Meow.” 


Supply 


Ray Sherman spent his vacation seeing 
Grand Canyon, Boulder Dam, the sights in 
California and the Rose Parade. ... Kent 
Eno spent the holidays with his son and 
family in Albuquerque. He ‘enjoyed’ their 
old-fashioned snow storm. . The Sammy 
Lawrence family spent the Christmas holi- 
days in Florence, Colorado with relatives. 
.. . George Fleck visited relatives in Kansas. 


Engineering 


V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


From the discussion among first arrivals 
as to who wouldn’t make it to the final soft 
strains of carols, the annual engineering de- 
partment Christmas breakfast was a memo- 
rable experience and a highlight of the year. 
The entwined boughs of fragrant evergreen 
lacing among the tables and interconnecting 
the several main pieces of the same foliage 
touched with artificial snow and decked 
with Christmas candles; the cuisine; the 
carols—all were redolent of Christmas and be- 
lied that life could be else but good and 
gracious. . In the fulness of this spirit, 
Harlan Cane, our Yul Brynner, wheeled his 
big, new ’58 to the curb and like a colt fresh 
out of college, squired our beautiful secre- 
taries into the dining hall. . . . Touched by 
the same spirit, Paul Henson withdrew his 
name when it was pulled from the hat during 
the drawing for the foliage pieces which 
were so artfully fashioned by Bill Ehrlich. 
Besides, as Paul admitted later, his home 
was so bedecked already that he had to make 
his way from room to room with a machete. 
. . . And not to be outdone, the (lucky) win- 
ners accepted their table decorations gracious- 
ly and with courage. The spirit per- 
sisted all week—Glen McCown and Tem 
Goldenstein followed a rural fire truck, think- 
ing they might save a life, only to have the 
truck driver stop and ask them where the 
fire was. ... And Glen offered to go to the 
telephone company Christmas party even 
though he doesn’t dance. ‘‘Can’t I hold the 
girls while they dance?” he demanded. 
Fred Segoviano bought that new dinette set 
his wife had always wanted. If it didn’t 
match the decor and he had to repaint a 
whole room in his new house; so what?.. 
Then, Jeanine Sherman expertly and cour- 
ageously stopped her car in time to avoid an 
accident, only to be piled into from behind 
—resulting in three smashed cars and a very 
sore neck. . .. And Louis Hinkley sacrificed 
his chance for the big Centennial beard prize 
by shaving off three weeks of unrestricted 
growth just to please his best girl. . .. And 
all of us were better fortified for those post- 
season greetings in the cute little windowed 
envelopes; and Buck Isaman was resigned to 
receiving a few addressed to Mr. Iceman. 

In fact, our only backslider was Don 
Neill and all he did was to heist a few 
matches. ... The story follows: Don Neill’s 
olfactories twitched. “Don’t you smell 
smoke?” he inquired of Mrs. Neill, as they 
rode home from the LT&T Christmas party. 
“No,” replied the Mrs., ‘but drive carefully 
because it’s getting foggy.” “It sure is,” 
agreed Don, leaning forward and peering 
through the haze. Pulling up in front of 
the house, the Neills climbed out. ‘Well, 
that’s funny,” said Don, looking the firma- 
ment over carefully. “‘That fog was just in- 
side the car.” Don began walking purpose- 
fully about, projecting his nose first this way 
and that. “What are you pretending to be 
now?’ Mrs. Neill demanded _ suspiciously,”’ 
“bird dog?” “Il smell smoke,” insisted Do. 

.. The next day Don drew from his pocket 
one of the dozen covers of paper matches he 
had scooped up from the pile marked 
‘Take One’ the night before. He scratched 
one, but only a crumbling carbon end came 
into focus as he touched it to his cigarette. 
“What a deep pocket,’’ he thought, as he 
reached in and pulled out another. “The 
Jokers,” he finally exclaimed, ‘they have 
been giving away old used matches.’ Then 
dawn began to break. He turned the pocket 
inside out, emptying the remaining matches. 
Sure enough they were only smudged and 
smoldered remnants. Retribution—that’s what 
it was. 
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General Traffic 


Marilyn Beckerbauer, Associate Editor 


The holiday season is over, leaving be- 
hind many pleasant memories—memories of 
joys shared with loved ones, of solemnly 
beautiful candlelight services, of an over- 
abundance of good food, of all the confusion 
and fun of the season. And it was a season 
full of events that kept everyone DUS¥. “45; 3 
Jackie Schizas began the season early in 
December when she gave a shower for JOy- 
ann Worster. All the women in General Traf- 
fic were invited. On the morning of 
December 19, alarm clocks went off an hour 
earlier than usual as the members of the 
department gathered at 7 o’clock for a Christ- 
mas breakfast. (It’s surprising how Gar} it 
can be at 6 o’clock on a winter morning!) 
Everyone agreed, however, after the first 
cup of coffee, that it was worth giving up 
that extra hour of sleep. .. . Rod Andrews 
and wife, Marlene Thompson and husband 
and Jackie Schizas and husband donned their 
party clothes to attend the annual LT&T 
Christmas party. And we’d like to say that 
the committees worked hard and are to be 
congratulated for a job well done. . 2 
Merlie Markuson took an _ end-of-the-year 
vacation which she spent in Denver and 
Florida. On Thanksgiving day Merlie was at 
the Cypress Gardens taking in a water show. 
(It snowed in Lincoln that evening, remem- 
ber?) . . . Hope that everyone had a very 
merry Christmas and that the New Year will 
turn out to be a happy and prosperous one. 


Retired’ Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


At the Club meeting of December 18, a 
motion picture of the Suez Canal was enjoyed 
by all. It was followed by a very nice Christ- 
mas lunch served by Marcia Watson. . 
J. L. Lyne was redecorating his home for 
Christmas and missed the meeting. He was 
also made grandfather again on the last day 
of the year. . F. M. Strasser and L. P. 
Young went on a duck-hunting trip at John- 
son Lake, between Lexington and Elwood. 
. .. The Club members express their deepest 
sympathy to Ann Keegan, whose brother, 
Bryan, of Tecumseh, passed away December 


18. . . . Florence McKie’s holiday guests 
were a brother, William, of Mason City, Iowa 
and a sister Irene, of Scottsbluff. . . Bert 


Huddleston spent Christmas with his son and 
family at Omaha. 


ahd 


We often lament that our construction forces 
and cablemen must face the icy blasts of winter 
in the course of their daily jobs; but there is also 
something to be said about the intervening periods 
of balmy weather that mark our recent winters. 
Here the garb of cablemen Don Williams, Al 
Miller and Larry Hardesty looks anything but 
winterlike as they take full advantage of a warm 
chinook from the northwest. 
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2" Tom Goldenstein and Glen McCown, field engineers, 
were overtaken by a rural fire wagon out Seward 
way and followed it in the hope of finding some 
wounds to bandage according to their first-aid 
instruction manual. Trouble was - the fire truck 


if they knew the location of the fire 
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y the ping-pong table while waiting his turn at the 

f noonday snooker game. On one sad noon Les cracked \ 
the egg with a firm blow and was flabbergasted when \ 
its inner gooey spattered oyer the table top and ran \ 

rampant upon the floor. He lost his place at the 

snooker game and spent the rest of the noon cleaning 

up the mess. It gave him a chance to remember that 

4 he had put the egg into the pan that morning but had 

| forgotten to light the burner beneath it. 


ran back to inquire 
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/ 
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wz Dorothy Scheele, Beatrice, wash 
requested to call time on a7 
call. She cut in to say, "It 

is now three minutes," but ) 
what came out was: "It is now | 


good-bye time." ) 
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Y In leaving the office the other evening, 


-— Se 
SLITS LIAM 


— 


DON IIL Ld Lome hh 


| YSiou we use) ¢ Weve men (J | Borethy Traverniche, “neatrice Troftic 
S THE CROWBAR ? EVERYTHING stopped to watch the janitor polish the 
floor with the big electric waxer. I 
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said Dorothy, as she took hold of the 
handle and pulled the "reverse" trigger. 
Two seconds luter she was pinned~against 
the wall, screaming for someone to turn 
off the power. 


\ 
\ ought to have one like this at home," 


owe — 
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WHATS EVERYBODY 
LOOKING AT? HEY: 
WHERE DID THE 
APRON COME FROM ? 
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LT&T Plant Department's 


Safety Kecord 


During 1958 


By M. C. Walker 
General Plant Superintendent 


In spite of the recession threat in the early part of 1958, 
the past year was an active period for LT&T employees. All 
were busy in activities directed to the ultimate goal of pro- 
viding service for our customers. In the course of their work, 
some of the telephone people were injured, a few to the 
extent of losing time from their work. 

Because of the field work and more varied activities in 
the plant department, it has the largest proportion of mishaps 
of all departments in the company. To cut its accident rate 
to an absolute minimum, this department has had a continu- 
ous accident program for many years. Accident reports have 
been kept since about 1912. A program of placing safety 
posters at strategic points was also instituted in 1928. 

In 1940, the accident prevention program received an 
added impetus through the establishment of a new safety 
Code, a program of monthly accident prevention meetings, 
and a system of issuing accident prevention certificates. 

The Safety Code replaced an early and much briefer set 
of safety instructions. Copies of the Safety Code are issued 
to most of the plant department employees for their use in 
learning how to perform their work assignments in a safe 
manner. The Safety Code is frequently referred to in the 
accident prevention meetings where hazards are discussed 
and ideas on eliminating or reducing the dangers are offered. 
At these meetings the plant department’s monthly accident 
reports and accident descriptions, as well as the department’s 
monthly Safety Topics, are read and discussed. 

Accident prevention certificates are issued to supervisors 
and their working groups who have gone through the previ- 
ous six-month period (January 1 to June 30, or July 1 to 
December 31) without a lost-time accident. The certificates 
have large numerals printed on them in a contrasting color 
to indicate the number of months the groups have been free 
from a lost-time accident. The members of the supervisors’ 
units that have attained a long accident-free period are 
proud of the record and the men look forward to receiving 
the next certificate with a higher number. This encourages 
them in their efforts to avoid being involved in accidents. 

Charts No. 1 to 4 indicate the plant department’s accident 
experience. 

The fact that accidents are costly is brought out in Chart 
4. This chart indicates the money costs of doctors’ services, 
medication and hospitalization, plus benefit payments paid 
by the company to the injured employees. It is impossible 
to set a price on the cost in suffering to the injured worker 
and his family. In some cases the injury may result in a 
disability which handicaps the man and reduces his earning 
power. 

Accident prevention is the concern of all the employees 
and the supervisor in each group has a definite responsi- 
bility to reduce accident hazards. He is the leader and the 
men naturally look to him for guidance in safe working 
procedures. It is a truism that, if the supervisor gives the 
safety of his men serious and specific attention, he will de- 
velop safe working habits in them. Especially in field work, 
the supervisor cannot be with all his men all the time. 
Nevertheless, if they have been thoroughly imbued with 


accident prevention principles, they will continue to work 
in a safe manner. 

Accident prevention has a definite place in job planning 
by supervisors and employees. The Company policy on this 
point is exemplified by its safety creed: ““"No job is so im- 
portant and no service is so urgent that we cannot take time 
to perform our work safely.” 

As the Safety Code states, “The only true measure of 
a good job is the safe job.” The safe worker is also a good 
workman and a good producer. 


Descriptions of Typical Accident Cases in 1958 


Exhibit 1—Hit in eye by flying piece of metal 
A PBX installer-repairman was drilling a hole in a metal cabinet with an 
electric drill. The drill broke and a piece of metal struck him in the right 
eye, scratching it. No-lost-time. 
SEE SAFETY CODE—Section 2, Page 7, Paragraph 2.42(a) 


Exhibit 2—Fractured ankle in stepping down from rolling ladder 


A switchman was cleaning terminal blocks on a C.D.F. from which jump- 
ers had been removed. After finishing the work, he came down the rolling 
ladder. He was watching the canvas that had been spread to protect the 
lower terminal block from bits of solder and wire, being concerned to keep 
them from falling on the floor. While watching the canvas, he stepped 
down thinking that he was getting down from the bottom step, but it was 
actually the second step. This caused him to fall and twist his ankle. The 
injury was diagnosed as a slight fracture of the ankle. As a result of this 
accident, he lost 13 days’ time. 


Exhibit 3—Injured knee on truck bumper 

A combinationman was in the process of disconnecting a drop wire at a 
subscriber’s residence. He walked to the truck to get a pair of pliers from a 
body belt in the back of the truck. In doing this, he bumped his knee on the 
truck bumper, causing swelling and tenderness of the left knee. He lost 
seven days’ time as a result of the accident. 

The accident report stated that the combinationman was in a hurry and 
this carelessness caused him to bump his knee. 


Exhibit 4—Stepped on nail 
A construction lineman was removing brush left from trimming trees in 
a back yard. There were pieces of lumber scattered over the yard. While 
walking about, he stepped on a nail protruding from a board. No-lost-time. 
SEE SAFE1Y CODE—Section 2, Page 17, Paragraph 2.71 (f) 8 


Exhibit 5—Cut thumb on knife tree trimmer 

A warehouseman was filling orders for shipment. He attempted to move 
a knife type trimmer from a load of trimmers stacked on a 4-wheel work 
truck. On top of the load were saw type tree trimmers and he wanted to get 
a knife type trimmer for an order. As he attempted to pull the trimmer from 
the load, the trip rope caught and his hand slipped back into the hook of 
the trimmer just as the blade was pulled into the hook by the rope. He 
suffered a badly lacerated left thumb. He lost one day’s time as a result 
of the accident. 

The accident report stated that two improper acts contributed to the 
accident. One was that the safety lock on the tree trimmers should have been 
engaged by men who placed the trimmers on the truck. The second was that 
the warehouseman should have taken the other tree trimmers off the truck 
before trying to get the knife type trimmer located below them. 

SEE SAFETY CODE—Section 3, Page 31, Paragraph 3.43 (b) 
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PLANT DEPARTMENT ACCIDENTS 


ACCIDENT PREVENTION - Safety Topics, 1959 


SAFETY TOPIC #2 
February, 1959 


Strains 


Most people know from experience how it feels to suffer 
a strain. This injury is the result of overstretching--sometimes to 
the point of tearing--a muscle or the fibrous cords (tendons) which 
connect a muscle with a bone or other part of the body. 


Strains can occur in almost any muscle or tendon, but 
they most frequently involve the muscles and tendons of the back, since 
this part of the body is often misused in lifting. 


When lifting an object, don't stoop over by bending only 
the back and waist. Bend the knees, and keep the feet about 12 inches 
apart. Now, with the weight equally distributed on the feet, grasp 
the object, keeping the back straight, and rise by straightening the 
legs. This way, most of the lifting work is done by the strong muscles 
of the leg and arms instead of the weaker muscles of the back. 


Symptoms: When a muscle strain occurs, there is a 


drp e-TA or op which—yppears in the affected muscle or tend 
‘he . and pa oveme he m 
fe tep cy 


“Safety Topics” is the title of a monthly bulletin on accident prevention 
subjects that is issued to key-men in the plant department. 


CHART 1 
District 
or Dept. Number Accidents Days Lost During 
1956 1957 1958 1956 1957 1958 
BRISTLE cocheostuizodeceeneeeecenateios ] 0 3 8 0 54 
SISTHGNR ccoccecc asc cca acer 1 ] 0 0 0 ) 
WV ESTOTH | 2 deoxso cavteciyobee niente 0 0 0 0 2 0 
oe 21 ee es Se eer er 3 4 2 17 98IYy 194 
RONSITUCHOMN: ncscoceecicoxticssenaeies 3 6 <' 42 95 109% 
512 | | LY ate tele ee Rae ee Re nee 0 ! 3 0 30* 16 
MOTO 23coed deer ee 8 12 13 67 226 199 
* 26 Days lost in 1958 due to accident in December 1957. 
District 
or Dept. Accident Rate per 100 Employees 
1956 1957 1958 
PST ORRY. sseiteestee want bs ockcenasaaceceeue lee eases 2.70 0.00 6.12 
ee E10 01 lg 5 er ae ae ee ee ne Ay oO eee 2.00 0.00 0.00 
WR CETY cc Vesicles Asani capa aetodteastonusedaee 0.00 1.79 0.00 
CORIO dcepcstec seeteiy odeadianaaaconesee pe Soiideensasy seen 1.85 2.14 88 
CSOWISED CIE EIGID: siicacGcoesdcecunnk cosecssustucn bdadcpuseaeeionues 2.94 6.00 4.46 
SUSI, 5 cateate acts sewn cetenesn tat eucin ceases doen besewies 0.00 1,50 3.13 
PAVEUOOE docas hire niunpartenncershchesnaetanas 1.43 2.05 ee Pe 
District 
or Dept. Number Accidents 
1956 1957 1958 
BOSTON: — ccccedses exoasincnwinnceinesitunss a cesesatrsentiunienianbereseesienpnencdawewswsies 6 5 3 
Southern _........ omaitoae Acedeatids ateseald: SA En yD ee nerere pak cutedeeacas 3 3 § 
Western -cceec-2-.-.2000cc05. Bia lee aah Ieee each dae pat Ae Sete esos ah 6 So 
Cerniral: 2...3.<0.... be aeeteogeewicane bea cocseee Prosi ee nrasee sucucoeeteuee 9 16 16 
COSTCO LION: so ccccct eee a coos iteneeeee tihatiiaeitcasedtonound 28 34 24 
BUDDUY? epissecatsesonaeceartadeimes (banimnesge Deane edacpees ceeds udent es Auto vioet 1 4 14 
BN acco aes ea ced ps eatin ofchranh anatiwe sean teaoaas 54 68 69 
CHART 2 


CAUSES OF ACCIDENTS 


ASG DITO wincsaccssrcneeeess Sis an tbo eset a wee dacrctci puss natdageseyeweaanl 1 
Automobile accident ~.............. 1 
Burned or scalded .................. 2 
Caught in moving machinery .. fe) 
CHmBers CUE OT  ccsicdeeerseteseecwss dextione eed ence me Apiiates sues « 
Defective equipment or tools .............. ambeeacaletacu saseet edusdous @) 
Foreign object in eye .............. aa siseneee Bettas . 8 
] 
0 
0 
6) 
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1956 1957 1958 


Pei 8 SITs FOI = PRON Sasa sat sce ic hs ecennpene dee 
Fell from hetaht fother TG DOIG) cnc seccccsuee-Sesbesantcckbeccivicaxce 
Pelt wrerntcor it BY FAA le iedad case vb den wen saree ecyeativersesteeas 
Failed to use protective equipment, etc. —. ee ee ee 
Garred by climbers: scsoc05 xeon Geceocndasiens 
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Hit or caught by object not under control ....................-..- 15 1] 23 
Improper position tn NTMNG OF COFFYING secsecccececcpecsececiecsosess 6) | 4 
IPIPTODE! BOSCO. ois tcctde sive csccedece ce esnceione bosdswtactecdusinbausiounzece Zz 9 Fd 
yc <9 21 Meo) Oey 9 |S eee ee nn er eres See Sere Rees 2 v4 0 
LGOeer  Siipmeel. Or TOLD siccccivcndenveseatccntceensd aoe een wots 2 0 ) 
Material or tool fell or slipped .............. ieiceRONSi Sass Se cuame ci ] 3 7 
Miscellamecus (UNCIOSSIFIC™): cosc.scccccccckc ca casi macs ccensncesicwsesinesscetes 2 @) 1 
IIVRPEMOEGTION. seccteetnae cece ei ee ete 2 9 7 
PIOESONY U0 AO WSC Sc eed ie cece eos = 1 1 
Safety belt not properly fastened or not used ..........2......-.. ] ] @) 
SOIGER “SpOteree . cco cceea cde eda ees ee ocean eae 1 0 1 
Stem OF SOIR DIES hee eee eset ntact ee ee pete eenceaee 9 5 6 
SPMITTErS OV JSIIVETS:: cccoensi ect le ee ea oto aaneue econ has 3 3 4 
Sunburn (overexposure to sun or weather) ............-.--....------ @) @) (@) 
MTS ick Ses alee ee cee ent a el ae eh 62 80 82 
CHART 3 
CLASSES OF INJURY 
1956 1957 1958 
BruSiGs COMMISSIONS e.csexisceneiireee cease icarenigeeen eran 13 14 13 
BUTE: BOGS esse sru ciate carte denciicrs vonaan th nncdvansemyrateeneaceansecerdemk 3 ) ) 
CGC RISS TFT TEED sick scescncsoexcncsnestesns xin soo ng aomponictandannent 0 | ] 
LGNIITION. GINISLGENGI ES es ckciswsdeieeicenihotceed onteaeouegarceestvahasesutoosten 2 @) re) 
EYIGIGGCTIONS - bet eccetinc week teas oa alee era tennceectced cane ] @) @) 
Eye wound or infiammation (from foreign body) ................ 10 8 10 
PCR TAIZ NC SS as ses eee ees ese ce tees @) ¢) ) 
PIRAEUS. pcsincg np st manieomsumniaesagacdaen caren kk A Ge aens eeugaae ¢) 0 @) 
PEG EUS, “ieceniacicipeicete odapuunucpotuwiuabblansttes acebi as edcasecadannaussubedadlanseonn 3 4 2 
PRGSE  DUUE cancer enciceuxk-3 ones oredaneeen ea eiceans 0 ] re) 
Heat exhaustion, sunstroke .............. Sepia beceaeaiieatenetaitatessiccss 0 0 fe) 
Hemorrhage (bleeding, broken vessels) ..........-......------------+-- 0 1 fe) 
PARTING. wicecGoideta, ceigo take tesa ohare bgt ecg ache ened hen edceenees 0 1 1 
PINTGUIONN | eects aon So er talge a emlalanen piteae eben 1 1 2 
Inflommation or irritation (insect bites, poison ivy, 
ereocsore “Burn, CTE.) chess lee oe eeeaeeee 4 4 ] 
PCISOR UND: OO isco ecad etree Wieatececacten cand ccau we erdentecacaaseceeolen 0 0 6) 
SSOP CUS. COMES), cciissntiiecaet deste eet naabiadanacatasbncumieunake eae taaieleces 7 10 5 
oi ag ell alae 4g) 0 cj) ea eo ee ne ene ee Sensi nneasheaseacsue a caeteeuees 5 5 8 
eGTH, CTOckKed “Or BROKER cee wee ro cc cekderkacat ewan iconcdawecs cnteactetedas ) 1 ) 
VVolnGs. TOBPOSIONS, CUTS, GTC.) nn. cck tcceetccs oes nee 13 29 38 
PATIDUCINIONIS © cnincatteveces a cheeareakanctcee djenmebicenatadeaenawaeeetenieati cen ddbans ¢) @) | 
i E> | | See ar PP ene Pe aS eee eer mee aT one Sen ees ieCeme 62 80 82 
CHART 4 


1 1/2. DAYS 
$ 109.45 


12 INJURIES 
0 DAYS 
ae $ 94.25 
— O INJURIES 
| JAW 0 DAYS LEGEND 
\ oo $ 0.00 
LLL NUMBER OF LOST-TIME AND 
NO-LOST-TIME INJURIES. 
4 INJURIES 
IOULDER 9 DAYS ————t NUMBER OF DAYS LOST AS 
$ 81.40 RESULT OF ACCIDENT. 


SS =——s COST OF INJURIES TO 
eo PART OF BODY INDICATED. 


7 INJURIES 
5 DAYS 


$ 197.05 


10 INJURIES 
0 DAYS 


17 INJURIES 
! DAY 


3 356.75 


2 INJURIES 


FINGERS 
IM GROIN : 
LEG & 
KNEE 


—~ FQOT & 
ANKLE 


GENERAL - 
POISON 


199 DAYS 


TOTALS: 82 INJURIES $5,659.46" 


* Costs for accidents in previous years, paid in 1958, amounted to $7,305.83, 
making a grand total of $12,965.29 for this period. 
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R. K. Ghormley is new Chief Engineer 


Departmental Changes Also Bring Appointments to 


B. A. Isaman as Supervisor of Planning and H. W. Cane 


A series of changes in management 
personnel and departmental assign- 
ments were announced February l. 
They were coincidental with the resig- 
nation of Paul H. Henson, chief engi- 
neer, and brought promotions to Roger 
K. Ghormley, Butler A. Isaman and 
Harlan W. Cane, all of whom were 
members of the engineering depart- 
ment. The changes were effective 
February 16. 


Roger K. Ghormley, systems planning 
engineer, was appointed chief engineer 
to fill the vacancy created by Mr. Hen- 
son’s resignation. Mr. Ghormley grad- 
uated from Kansas State College in 1941 
with a BSc degree and began his tele- 
phone career with the Automatic Elec- 
tric Company of Chicago shortly after- 
wards. He joined LT&T in October 1946 
as an engineering assistant, lending a 
hand to T. S. Risser with the work-load 
brought about by the swift swing of the 
industry to dial operation. 


His marked abilities were recognized 
in the department by various promo- 
tions through the years. In September 
1948 he was named automatic equip- 
ment engineer; in May 1954 he became 
MAX and equipment engineer; in 
March 1955 the title was changed to 
building and equipment engineer and 
in October 1955 to general equipment 
engineer. He was promoted to systems 
planning engineer in March 1958. 

Meanwhile he returned to his college 
studies and attained the degree of MSc 
in electrical engineering in 1957. 


Mr. Ghormley is a registered engineer 
and a member of the Lincoln Engineer- 
ing Club and of Sigma Tau and Eta 
Kappa Nu fraternities. He is currently 
serving as president of the Sunrise 
Toastmasters Club and is an elder in the 
First United Presbyterian Church of 
Lincoln. 


Butler A. Isaman, outside plant engi- 
neer, was appointed supervisor of 
planning. At the same time the status 
and responsibilities of the systems 
planning division of the engineering 
department were revised and the activ- 
ities transferred to a new department 
on the staff of the vice president. As 
head of the new department Mr. Isaman 
now reports directly to Mr. Hale. 


Mr. Isaman first saw service with 
LT&T as a groundman at Hastings in 
October 1935. Later he was testboard- 
man and switchboardman there before 
moving to Humboldt as manager in 
April 1946. He came to Lincoln as an 
engineering assistant in March 1948 and 
was assigned to the outside plant engi- 
neering section. On the retirement of 
J. L. Lyne in April 1955, Mr. Isaman 
succeeded to the position of outside 
plant engineer. 


Mr. Isaman holds an AB degree in 
mathematics and a BS degree in phys- 
ics, both from Hastings College, and at- 
tended the college of electrical engi- 
neering at Carnegie Tech for two years. 
In a sentimental vein he might attach 
almost as much significance to the com- 
pletion of a summer course in coaching 
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as Cost Control Supervisor 


at Notre Dame conducted by the famed 
Knute Rockne. Before coming to LT&T 
he was a teacher and coach at Curtis 
Agricultural School. He is past master 
of Midwest Lodge 317 AF&AM at Hast- 
ings; past patron of Starcraft Chapter 
307 OES at Lincoln; a member of the 
York Rite and of the Lincoln Engi- 
neering Club. 

Harlan W. Cane, cost engineer, was 
appointed cost control supervisor and, 
at the annual directors’ meeting of Feb- 
ruary 3, was elected assistant secretary 
and treasurer. In a reorganization of 
departmental responsibilities the cost 
engineering section of the engineering 
department was transferred to the 
treasurer’s department where its scope 
was broadened to include—in addition 
to its former activities—the supervision 
of budget preparation, budget control, 
cash requirement, cash flow studies and 
other related assignments. 

Mr. Cane was initiated into the indus- 
try as chief clerk to the district fore- 
man, with the Bell company at Grand 
Island. He came to LT&T in 1923 as 
clerk in the engineering department 
and succeeded F. M. Strasser as cost 
engineer in 1929. 

He is past master of North Star Lodge 
227, AF&AM:;: past patron of Temple 
Chapter OES and currently junior 
warden of Delta Lodge of Perfection 
of the Scottish Rite. 

Messrs. Ghormley, Isaman and Cane 
all are members of the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter, Independent Telephone Pio- 
neer Association. 


Co-op Features Growth and Service In 1958 © 


“The officers and directors of your 
Association are pleased to report what 


they feel to be very favorable progress 
during the year 1958.” This under- 


statement formed the first paragraph of 


the annual report to members of the 
Employees Co-operative Credit Assoc- 
lation. 

A less modest pen would have writ- 
ten that Co-op had continued its grow- 
ing ways during 1958 and set some rec- 
ords that surely exceed the wildest 
dreams of its founders. The success of 
the year is reflected in the following 
Statistics which are compared with 
those of 1957, the former record year: 


INCREASE IN: AMOUNT PERCENT 
Deposits $66,674 13.9 
Loans 34,813 12.3 
Investments 30,437 17.2 
Reserves 1,346 11.8 
Income 6,449 27.5 
Expenses 3,700 18.2 


Total operating income was $29,893, 
of which $1,967 was returned to bor- 
rowers in the form of a “patronage div- 
idend” at year’s end. Those still with 
LT&T received a refund equal to 10% 
of the interest earned on his loan dur- 
ing 1958. This was an unprecedented 


move and came as a welcome surprise 
to Co-op subscribers. 

Total operating expenses were $24,052 
and net operating income $3,873. Inter- 
est was paid on savings accounts at the 
rate of 442% and dividends on shares at 
334% per annum. The amount of loans 
made was $408,566, or $82,333 more 
than the year before. 


The bylaws of the Association require 
a reserve in cash and government 
bonds equal to at least 5% of the de- 
posits. At the end of the year the re- 
serve, sO computed, amounted to over 
28% of deposits. 

At the annual meeting of the Assoc- 
iation on January 24, all members of 
the board of directors with expiring 
terms were re-elected. M. W. Franklin 
became a member of the credit com- 
mittee, replacing B. J. Sievers, and Mr. 
Sievers was named to the supervisory 
committee, replacing I. J. Devoe. 

At a later meeting of the board of 
directors the following officers were 
elected for the ensuing year: R. H. 
Spohn, president; W. Kent Eno, vice 
president; Clara Jones, secretary; R. B. 
Hobson, treasurer. 


A Dividing Line For Lincoln Traffic 


Next month’s News will tell the story of the origin of “‘Unit Two’ and the beginning of a 
new era for Lincoln Traffic. Complications in modern long distance techniques have brought, of 
necessity, the division of this department into two sections: the first to concern itself primarily with 
toll traffic; the second to operate other services and equipment. Both units will be located on the 
third floor at 15th and M, with a dividing wall between them. 

First of the services to move to Unit Two is the information board, which will be enlarged by four 
Positions at present. In this historic picture, the new information section is being wired into place. 
The other sections are to join it—four positions at a time. The installation is engineered by Automatic 
Electric, whose foreman, Bill Haberman, stands in the background. Seated are Bob Thallas and Myrel 


Ifland, of Lincoln Switchroom. 
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Paul H. Henson 


Henson Leaves LI&IT 


Paul H. Henson, chief engineer, re- 
signed his position with LT&T, effective 
February 16, to become associated with 
United Utilities, Inc., with headquarters 
at Kansas City. Such an occurrence is 
almost without precendent in our his- 
tory and it is complimentary to Mr. 
Henson that there seemed to be none 
among us who could offer their con- 
gratulations to Paul without expressing 
a personal feeling of loss at his leaving. 


Mr. Henson’s new position will be 
vice president of United Utilities, which 
is the parent company of 15 subsidiary 
organizations, principally telephone 
companies, operating in 15 states. 
United serves about 500,000 telephones 
besides engaging in the operation of gas 
and power properties. 

Mr. Henson joined LT&T as a ware- 
houseman in May 1942. He worked 
through the summer and retained part- 
time employment when he returned to 
university that fall. From August 1943 
to January 1946 he was a member of 
the Army Air Force. He returned to 
employment as advanced clerk in Gen- 
eral Traffic and in July 1948 trans- 
ferred to the engineering department as 
junior engineer. Meanwhile he pursued 
his studies at the University of Ne- 
braska, receiving a Master of Science 
degree in electrical engineering. 

In 1949 he was promoted to trans- 
mission and protection engineer and in 
1954 was selected as eastern district 
manager. His appointment as chief 
engineer was effective March 1, 1955. 

Mr. Henson carries with him the 
united wishes of LT&T folk for his 
future contentment and continued suc- 
cess. The initial responsibilities of his 
new position will include the develop- 
ment of long-range plans for future 
operations of the United System 
properties. 
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The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 8, Nebr. 


Civic Honors fo Gilmore 


Clyde Burge, district manager, re- 
ceived a letter from Robert D. Baum- 
falk, president of the Beatrice Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, which brought 
to light an outstanding civic service re- 
cently given by Don C. Gilmore of Be- 
atrice Plant. 

Don is a member of the Board of Di- 
rectors for the Beatrice J. C., and as 
such was assigned general charge of the 
Mudecas basketball tournament to be 
held in the city. Shortly before play 
was to commence, the person selected 
to operate the tournament found him- 
self unable to assume his duties. Don 
stepped into the breach and with only 
a minimum of time for preparation, 
managed the affair so successfully that 
it returned one of the finest profits in 
its history. 

Don gave freely of his own time, but 
unfortunately found it necessary to de- 
vote a portion of his scheduled hours 
to the handling of the many details in- 
volved; and for these there was no pro- 
vision for payment. In addition, he 
dipped into his pocket for travel ex- 
penses and for advertising of the tourn- 
ament. 

Mr. Baumfalk concluded his letter 
by declaring that Don was one of th 
better citizens of Beatrice and that 
LT&T should be proud of his record of 
service to the Junior Chamber and the 
city. 

Later Don received a letter from 
Merle M. Hale, vice president, who said 
he had read Mr. Baumfalk’s letter with 
real interest and that he joined others 
in the feeling of pride that Don was as- 
sociated with our company. “Having 
been one of the original members of 
the J. C. of C. in Lincoln, I am familiar 
with the fine work they do and also 
how hard they work their willing mem- 
bers,” Mr. Hale wrote, “and it is won- 
derful when men like you will give the 
time and make the effort to make your 
city a better place in which to live by 
engaging in worthwhile civic activ- 
ities,” 


Editorial Views 


The Worth Of Your Pension 


Por the average telephone man re- 
tirement is a long way off—almost 25 
years in the future if we were to group 
all our male employees into one com- 
ponent. But to many, as individuals ap- 
proaching the end of their active em- 
ployment, their LT&T pension is of 
vital consideration in planning for the 
years ahead. 

Whatever comfort and security those 
years may hold are directly related to 
the income that can be expected from 
social security returns, savings, interest 
and pension payments. To our old- 
timers the latter is one of the most sat- 
isfying and attractive factors in closing 
se telephone careers. 

ut even younger employees are af- 
fected by the Pension ria Betas GA 
greater measure than they realize. For 
the 42-year-old Plan provides for salt- 
ing away a substantial sum of money 
each year for their future benefit. This 
money is paid by LT&T into a pension 
trust fund on an actuarial] basis, taking 
into consideration the number and ages 
of all its people and the probability of 
their remaining as employees until they 
are eligible for retirement. The com- 
pany continues payment to the fund 
throughout an employee’s working 
years without any contribution on his 
part. 

This has a tremendous effect upon a 
telephone man’s way of life. Think of 
the adjustment that would be necessary 
were he to attempt to provide a similar 
amount to take care of his retirement. 

Suppose, for example, he wanted to 
have a pension of $100 per month. He 
would have to make and save $24,000 
and receive a five percent interest rate 
from its investment to produce that 
amount of monthly income. 

Another way would be to purchase a 
retirement annuity. This could be built 
up by monthly installments through the 
years or could be bought in a lump sum. 
But a $100 guaranteed income starting 
at age 65 would cost about $17,000 if 
bought at the age of retirement or, if 
purchased in installments beginning at 
age 25, would require monthly pay- 
ments in excess of $25. The monthly 
cost would be more than $65 if install- 
ments began at the age of 45. 

You, Mr. Telephoneman, would have 
to be thrifty and determined to embark 
on such a program to provide for your 
old age and continue it through your 
working years. The LT&T Pension 
Plan, on the other hand, requires no 
sacrifice—no contribution on your part. 
By being a regular, full-time employee 
for more than 20 years and doing your 
Job until retirement, you are assured of 
payments from one of the best and old- 
est Plans to be found in industry today. 
It is yours without a cent of cost. The 
money is placed in trust from your 
earliest years of employment. When 
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your working days are over it will be 
ready for you. 

Note: This article is addressed to tele- 
phone men because the actuarial base 
from which various figures are quoted 
applies to that sex. Actually the num- 
ber of men and women on the pension 
payroll is about equal. The women’s 
life expectancy, being longer, another 
and higher set of figures would apply 
to their purchase of annuities or other 
means of providing $100 monthly in- 
come. The average female employee is 
32 years of age and has about 7% years 
of service with the company. 


New Union President Receives 
Degree 


One of the mid-year graduates from 
U of N was Ronald H. Smith of Lincoln 
Plant, who received the degree of BSc 
from the college of Business Adminis- 
tration on January 31. Mr. Smith is the 
new president of Local 7470 CWA, 
having been elected last October for the 
term beginning in January. In this po- 
sition he succeeds Elvin O. Wait, also of 
Lincoln Plant. 

Mr. Smith formerly served as pres- 
ident of the Hastings CWA local; as a 
lobbyist for the Union at the State Leg- 
islature and is currently a member of 
the state AFL-CIO executive board. 

He began his college career at Hast- 
ings College and enrolled at U of N 2% 
years ago. He maintained a full-time 
schedule as switchman during his 
course of study, apportioning his hours 
in about this manner: Work from 4 p.m. 
to midnight; Sleep from 1 a.m. to 6 a.m.; 
Class from 8 a.m. to noon; Study and 
Union business from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

We are indebted to the U of N News 
Service for the picture above, showing 
Ronald (left) with Dr. Richard M. 
Bourne, associate professor of indus- 
trial relations. 


The Champion 
Vacationer of 1958 


Geneva Operator Travels 


in Far-away Lands 


Sometimes it’s hard to quell the feeling of envy, and we 
suspect that many of our folk will say, “I wish that could 
happen to me,” when they read of the dream vacation of 
Barbara Nittler, Geneva Traffic. 


Miss Nittler has been with us since 
June 1955, and all the while the idea has 
been shaping to blow her savings on one 
big, whopping, block-busting vacation. 


She fortunately found her sister, Doro- 
thy, and a girl friend, Shirley Hughes, in 
the same frame of mind and after a sum- 
merful of plans and preparation, the three 
sailed from New York harbor on October 
8, last, aboard the Queen Elizabeth. 


- Mh After six thrill-packed days of meeting 
Barbara Nittler new friends, attending parties and danc- 


ing, they docked at Southampton, England, and entrained 
for London. Five days later they moved on to Stratford-On- 
Avon, birthplace of Shakespeare; into Ireland where they 
kissed the Blarney Stone; and to Scotland where they went 
boating on Loch Lomond. They missed the World's Fair at 
Brussels by three days, but gave the ground a close inspection 
before going on to Rotterdam. They visited The Hague and 
Amsterdam and cycled through many small villages in a 
quiet countryside of great windmills and people wearing 
wooden shoes. 

The next stop was Copenhagen before entering Germany 
where they rented a Volkswagen at Heidelberg to drive along 
the Rhine. Being girls of the prairie, they were much im- 
pressed by the vineyards and farms of the terrdced moun- 
tain sides where every inch of land apparently was under 


cultivation. 

Highlight of the trip was to visit the house where Grand- 
father Nittler was born and to meet with some cousins In 
Saarholzbach, Germany. The girls couldn't speak German 
and the cousins couldn’t versteht English and until they 
found an interpreter they didn’t have much of a family re- 


union. 

They spent two days in Austria, then on to Venice, Rome, 
Pisa and Florence. In Rome they weren’t lucky enough to 
have an audience with Pope John, but did receive his bless- 
ing from his window in St. Peter’s Square. 

The ski season was just beginning in Switzerland, and 
after seeing Lucerne they skied at Zermatt and went on to 


Geneva. 

They were on the French Riviera three days, visited 
Monte Carlo and the Casino. Then the traveled to Lourdes, 
France and saw the Grotto of the miracles. 

The last stop was in Paris where they stayed a week. 
Here the ladies lengthened their waking hours to see the 
city during the day and sample night life at several clubs 
including the famous Lido’s. A ballet and Follies Bergere 
were among other night ventures. 

They sailed from Cherbourg December 6 aboard the 
Queen Mary and docked at New York five days later. 


Now, aren’t you just a bit envious? 
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Dorothy Nittler. 
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Beside the famous Mermaid in Copenhagen. From left, Barbara and 


“We threw a coin into Trevi Fountain, wishing we all could some day 


come back again.” From left: Barbara and Dorothy Nittler, Shirley Hughes. 
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Wading in the Mediterranean on the French Riviera, Barbara and 
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Shirley and Barbara playing shuffleboard on the return voyage. 
young fellows are certainly looking the wrong way! 
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Shirley. 


Those 


Shades of the 
Forty-Niners! 


Although beard-growing is not a re- 
quirement for citizens in Lincoln’s Cen- 
tennial celebration, scheduled for later 
in the year, a sizeable group of local 
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_Jack L. Ruble Gerald C. Shipley Mina Y. Jorgensen William D. Quinn Lloyd H. Lane 
District Commander Worshipful Master District Superintendent Exalted Ruler Commander plant and construction men have under- 
V.F.W. Oliver Lodge 38, OES Lincoln Lodge 80, Legion Post 237 taken the project of developing facial 
AF&AM BPOE ornaments. They are doing real well, 


LT&T Folk Active in Community Affairs 


From the Crete News we learn that 
Charles Novak, area manager, is the new 
vice president of the local Chamber of Com- 
merce. Some civic-minded folk of the east- 
ern district are: Lillian Bader, Nebr. City 
chief operator, who is vice president of the 
Credit Women’s Breakfast Club; Josephine 
Placek, who was installed as Esther in the 
Eastern Star chapter at Nebr. City; George 
Piacek, Nebr. City Plant, who is tyler for 
the Masonic Lodge; Elmer Neujahr, man- 
ager, Syracuse, who became vice president 
of the Lions Club; Darrell Mather, Weep- 
ing Water Plant, who is secretary-treasurer 
of the local fire department; Lloyd Lane, ele- 
vated to commander of the Weeping Water 
Legion Post No. 237; and Gerald Shipley, 
who was installed January 15 as Worship- 
ful Master of Oliver Lodge 38, AF&AM at 
Seward. 

In General Commercial, A. M. Newens 
was elected to the board of directors of the 
Lincoln-Lancaster Council and K. L. Law- 
son is the new chairman of the Sowers 
Club of the Chamber of Commerce. Mr. 
Lawson also is secretary of the Lincoln 
Centennial committee. W. D. Quinn is cur- 
rently serving as exalted ruler and K. J. 
Boshart as inner guard of Lincoln Lodge 80, 
BPOE. Loran J. Powell is serving as outer 
guard in the state organization of the FOE. 

At Superior, F. F. Kubat, area manager, 
is new member of the board for the Ki- 
wanis Club and James H. Bauer was in- 
stalled as scribe in Tadmore Chapter 37, 
Royal Arch Masons. 

T. E. Longdon, retired, of Fairbury, will 
again head the Jefferson County Red Cross 
drive, to begin February 16. From Ac- 
counting, Haroid Brady was re-elected school 
superintendent for First Baptist Church, 
Lincoln; Grace Hauschild is president of her 
church evening guild and assistant leader 
of the evening division of the Lincoln 


Telephone people have always been noted for 
their interest and participation in the affairs of 
their community. Most organizations elect and 
install their officers at the beginning of the year 
and our various News representatives have at- 
tempted to report on those telephone people who 
have assumed positions in civic, fraternal, religious 
and social groups. It’s a difficult job to find all of 
them and some, undoubtedly, have been missed, 
but we add them—ex officio—to the list below, 
and extend congratulations to one and all for 
their labors and performances. 


Women’s Club; Dewey Nelsen is sergeant- 
at-arms of the Lincoln Cosmopolitan Club; 
Wayne Stahly is treasurer for the United 
Missionary Church at Lincoln and for the 
Nebraska district. George Mann continues 
his double climb in York Rite ranks by be- 
coming Deputy Master in Lincoln Coun- 
cil No. 4 and Scribe in Lincoln Chapter No. 
6. Mr. Mann also was re-elected secretary- 


treasurer of the York Rite Council and as 
banker for Lincoln Camp 969, M.W.A. 


Frank H. Woods, chairman of the board, 
is currently serving as president of the 
Community Chest-Red Cross joint appeal in 
Chicago. 


In Central Plant, William C. Baker was 
appointed junior deacon of College View 
Lodge 320, AF&AM; and Ronald Smith was 
elected to Beta Gamma Sigma, an honorary 
Business-Administration fraternity. From 
Supply we have Charles L. Bouse, as adju- 
tant for the Bennet Legion Post #280; 
Florence Tatman as guardian for Colum- 
bian Rebekah Lodge #90; Harold A. Ehr- 
lich named deacon of Vine Congregational 
Church; and James A. Schellenberg a mem- 
ber of the financial board for Grace Method- 
ist Church. 


Lancaster Lodge No. 54, AF&AM, has its 
usual complement of telephone men with 
Lloyd W. Cleveland as senior deacon; Don- 
ald R. Swanson as junior deacon; Russell R. 
Rauch, secretary; and Gust A. Foster, tyler. 
LeRoy P. Schlentz is new member of the 
board of trustees. A. B. Gorman retired as 
Worshipful Master on January 22. 


William D. Thompson, Engineering, was 
advanced to junior deacon in North Star 
Lodge No. 227, AF&AM; while George Bos- 
sung was elected deacon in his church. 
Mina Jorgensen was re-appointed district su- 
perintendent for the O. E. S. to represent 
General Plant on our list. 
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Lincoln Traffic reports Ruth Foster as 
Vice Noble Grand of University Place Re- 
bekah Lodge; Kathleen Carey as Camp Fire 
guardian; and Della Wilcox as primary de- 
partment secretary for her church. 

In Revenue Accounting, Deloris Beitz is 
Sunday School secretary and choir director 
for Jobs Daughters, Bethel No. 5; Margot 
Lucs is secretary of the Ladies Aid for her 
church; Don Nelson performs double duties 
as treasurer of the Sunrise Optimist Club and 
as Scout Master of Troop No. 8; Robert T. 
Ross is also a Scout Master, his troop being 
No. 5. He holds office as deputy to the 
secretary-treasurer of the Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Club. 

At Fairbury, Mandane Reid is _ vice 
church circle leader, while Mary Jackson 
and Annabelle Stocker serve their circles as 
secretary-treasurer and vice president, re- 
spectively. Jack Ruble is more than active 
as local chairman for the Nebraska Heart 
Association, district commander for the 
V.F.W., and American Legion Post his- 
torian. Lois McCord is secretary of the 
Blue Valley Wranglers Saddle Club. 

Tecumseh gives us Ted Husing as vice 
president of Kiwanis and Bud Wheatcraft 
as president of the golf club and a mem- 
ber of the board of trustees for his church. 
Charles Kermoade of Wilber is senior war- 
den of the Masonic Lodge and on the Ro- 
tary board of directors. 

Charles Novak, at Crete, has further du- 
ties as sergeant-at-arms of the Rotary Club 
and a member of the board for the Cham- 
ber of Commerce. Fern Jacobs is associate 
matron of the Eastern Star chapter. Ray- 
mond Johnson, manager at Friend, is vice 
president of the local Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

At Auburn, Fenton Kipling is president 
and Harry Rogers vice president of the 
Brownville Boat and Gun Club. 
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The fad originated in the general 
shop late last year and slowly spread 
through Lincoln Plant, Construction 
and Supply. Most of the original group 
of bewhiskered employees have since 
shaved off the growth. The oldest and 
longest thicket presently belongs to 
Paul Eisenbarth, pictured at upper left. 
Many of the beards, by nature or de- 
sign, bear a marked resemblance to 
the appendage worn by Abe, himself. 


The pictures of this page, taken in 
late January, show some of the front 
runners in LT&T ranks. Beard owners 
have a word of advice to offer to those 
who contemplate entering the field. The 
novice must be prepared to meet with 
the same two questions—over and over 
—namely: ‘“What’s the big idea?” and 
“Does it itch?” 


In The Pictures 


A left—Top: Paul J. Eisenbarth, Local Test. 
Middle: Alvin L. Dougherty, 5-Office. Bottom: 
Harold E. Butler, 2-Office. 

Below: James W. Landenberger, Toll Equip- 
ment. 

At right—Top: Robert L. Smith, Construction. 
Middle: James R. Frye, Construction. Bottom: 
Robert E. Chamberlain, Local Test. 


Pioneer Village, looking north across the administration buildin 
Visible, clockwise around the circle are: (1) Stockade, (2) 
(5) Railroad Station, (6) School House, (7) Sod House, (8) China Shop, 


Station, (11) Modern refreshment stand. 


A dozen miles beyond the west edge 
of LT&T territory lies the town of 
Minden, a progressive community of 
perhaps 2,500 people. But Minden lays 
claims to widespread renown on two 
counts: It is known as “‘The Christmas 
City” because of the extensive light- 
ing and decorating program the towns- 
people sponsor each year. More re- 
cently it is gaining fame as the home of 
Pioneer Village, a most amazing col- 
lection and display of early Americana. 

When an abandoned prairie school- 
house went on the auction block in 
1948 it touched off a chain reaction 
that resulted in one of the nation’s best 
planned and most comprehensive an- 
tique collections covering the period 
from 1830 to the present time. 

Pioneer Village contains more than 


g from a point above 


Peoples Store, (3) Highway 6. 


Land Office, (4) Fire Station, 
(9) Church, (10) Pony Express 


17,000 items. Thousands of visitors from 
all parts of the world have stopped at 
Minden to see the Village since its for- 
mal opening in 1953. 

Seventeen buildings, built around an 
old-fashioned village green and occu- 
Pying an area of two city blocks, com- 
prise the Village itself. Except for a 
few large display buildings, the struc- 
tures were actually built during Ne- 
braska’s pioneer days or are authentic 
replicas. 

Builder and owner is Harold Warp, 
a Chicago manufacturer, who set out 
to give future generations a record of 
pioneer toil and living conditions by 
preserving items of everyday use in the 
order of their development. 

Warp, the son of a Norwegian immi- 
grant who homesteaded near Minden, 
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of Winder 


The development of the felephone is featured 
among the exhibits of early-day materials 


had always been interested in history, 
but it was the proposed sale of the 
one-room schoolhouse that triggered his 
action. 

The school was one which Warp at- 
tended as a child and where he had 
been taught by an elder brother, Oscar. 
“T was appalled by the thought that 
the building in which we youngsters re- 
ceived our basic training in American 
citizenship might become a chicken 
coop,” said Warp. “The school, to me, 
was a symbol of the worthwhile ac- 
tivities of my childhood and with 
country schoolhouses rapidly disap- 
pearing from the scene all over 
America, I was determined to keep at 
least one of them intact, complete with 
books, records, lunch buckets and even 
the outdoor plumbing.” 

Following purchase of the school- 
house, one of Minden’s first churches 
was to be disposed of. Warp bought 
that, too. He subsequently acquired a 
historic railroad depot, an old Indian 
stockade, a territorial land office and 
many other items. 

“IT decided to build a village—a _ plo- 
neer village—in which we would at- 
tempt to preserve one item of a kind of 
all the things the people used in settling 
and building the country,” Warp ex- 
plains. “With 1830 as a starting point, 
because that marks the beginning of 
our mechanization, I wanted to show 
the evolution of the marvels we enjoy 
today; our household appliances, our 
communication systems, our transporta- 
tion equipment, our farm machinery, 
to name a few examples.” 

The decision touched off a period of 
feverish but planned activity. Warp en- 
listed the help of his sister and brother- 
in-law, and by the time the village was 
ready for formal opening in the sum- 
mer of 1953, the couple had traveled 
more than 300,000 miles and spent more 


and equipment 


than a quarter of a million dollars 
rounding up everything from fire en- 
gines to porcelain figures. 

Once they went to Pennsylvania, 
searching for a horse-drawn hearse. 
When they returned without one, they 
ran into an undertaker from a neigh- 
boring town. “I hear you’re looking 
for an old hearse,” he said. “I’ve got 
one in the barn at home.” 

They found an early wood-burning 
locomotive in the Hudson Bay region of 
Canada; a stage coach in Illinois; a 
cable car in San Francisco; a gypsy 
wagon in France; tires for an early Reo 
automobile in England. 

Harold Warp himself wrote to LT&T 
several years ago, asking if we could 
provide him with one of the first dial 
telephones used in Nebraska. Then, as 
now, the company had but two of the 
ancient “pot-bellies,” and they bore dif- 
ferent type dials. We had to tell him 
that none was available in this part of 
the country. We do not know where 
Mr. Warp found the object of his 
search, but he now has one of the big, 
nickel-plated desk stands in his collec- 
tion. (See illustration.) While the tele- 
phone collection is not large, it is quite 
comprehensive and contains several 
items that are extremely rare. 

As each item arrives at the Village it 
is repaired and restored, insofar as pos- 
sible, to its original working order. ‘““We 
are not interested in preserving these 
items merely for the sake of preserva- 
tion,” says Mr. Warp. “We want people 
of today to see how they operated.” 

The telephone exhibit is in the main 
display building which also features 
the evolution of transportation, clocks, 
musical instruments, washing machines, 
sewing machines, vacuum cleaners, etc. 

The other buildings of the Village are 
located clockwise around the circular 
green. The first to be entered by the 


visitor is a log stockade originally built 
in 1869 in southern Nebraska as a pro- 
tection against the Indians. Moved 60 
miles from a farmer’s barnyard to the 
village, it was restored and replastered 
and is authentically furnished with bed 
ropes, early day clothing in the closets, 
dishes in the cupboards, an old iron 
cook stove and framed pictures of the 
era on the walls. 

Next is the Peoples’ Store, a general 
store of the 19th century, fully stocked 
with merchandise of the period and 
complete with wood-burning stove, 
cracker barrel and cat. 

The land office, where western home- 
steaders filed their claims, has been 
reassembled stone by stone after being 
moved from its original location at 
Bloomington. First built in 1876, the 
office now houses early land records 
and an 1861 map of the United States. 

Fire-fighting equipment, including 
the buckets of the bucket brigade, a 
hand pumper, an old hose reel cart, 
and some of the earliest examples of 
today’s fire fighting machines are 


housed in the Fire Station. 

Next on the green is a railroad sta- 
tion, focus of interest in thousands of 
communities in the days when “watch- 
ing the train come in” was one of the 
highlights of the day. 


Part of the Village telephone display. At extreme left is 


first type used in Lincoln. The other two dial 
dating from about the turn of the century. 
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Next is the schoolhouse which 
touched off the whole thing. True to 
Warp’s dream, it is complete with 
desks and records. Even a row of lunch 


buckets may be found standing in the 
hall. 


A two-room sod house, complete 
with furniture of the pioneer period, is 
one of the Village’s few replicas. It 
took six men three weeks to build. The 
original, built in 1870, cost about $40. 


There is a china shop, a church and a 
pony express relay station next in line. 
The relay station was moved, log by 
log, from its original spot in northwest 
Nebraska. Two other large buildings 
and a livery stable complete the Vil- 
lage. One houses the agricultural ex- 
hibits, including plows, cultivators, 
seeders, harvesters and threshers. An- 
other building contains a series of 
restorations of shops, offices and rooms 
of various periods. Perhaps the most 
interesting of these are the kitchens 
representing the 1830’s, 1850’s, 1910’s 
and 1930’s. 


Like LT&T’s own historical collec- 
tion, Pioneer Village is still growing. 
“It’s got to grow,” says Warp, “if we 
are to maintain an accurate record of 
our nation, because America is con- 
stantly growing.” 


: Sep SEE SRN eS >> 
RAG SEY Yak wie ha he Rokk wees 
, ne eee 


WA Sot ae 

bedad 
Pas 

NAA RAR IR ae _— 


we. 
‘ 


‘; od 
wels, : ' 

se RATA 
Sree beh eee cee ere Ne CD 


a dial telephone contemporary with the 
instruments are of Automatic Electric manufacture 
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Our Cover -- "A New Yellow Suit for LI&T Trucks’ 


The man on the cover is A. E. Linden of the automotive paint shop, a 12-year veteran with LT&T, 
who is seldom seen in the course of his day’s work. The reason for this is that Al works alone, be- 
hind closed doors, and ot make identification more difficult, he usually wears a hood or mask over 
his features. The installation of a new air-changing unit in the paint shop made it possible for Mr. 
Linden to shed the mask as our picture found him at work on a project of much interest to telephone 


people. 


For greater safety in traffic and to give our vehicles a more attractive appearance to the 
public, LT&T trucks will wear a vivid, eye-catching yellow coat. The previous color, a rather drab 
‘meadow green,”’ had the effect of camouflaging our vehicles, making them inconspicuous. 


The program of standardizing on the new color will require a period of time, since only new 
trucks or those which require a paint job on account of ordinary wear will be finished in yellow. 
Eventually, though, all company trucks assigned to combinationmen, installers, construction and 


cable crews will be of this color. 


In the picture above, some company folk are inspecting a construction rig and a combinationman’‘s 


truck, resplendent in their new yellow garb. 


Work A-plenty In "59 


With a bulging budget exceeding $6% 
million in gross additions to plant, 
LT&T embarked on the year 1959 with 
the largest construction program of its 
55-year history. 

Among the year’s projects will be the 
erection of a new exchange building at 
York; completion of the Hebron build- 
ing; and of the general office and equip- 
ment building at 15th and M, Lincoln. 
Dial conversions are scheduled for Au- 
burn, Hebron, Davenport, Nemaha and 
Hallam. 


Exchange plant repairs and exten- 
sions will be made at Fairbury, Geneva, 
Hastings, Osceola, Unadilla, Syracuse 
and York. COE replacement is called 
for at Brock, Brownville, Mead and 
Waverly, with line additions for Sew- 
ard, Lincoln 6-8 Office, and LAFB. The 
Lincoln 2 Office will move to 15th and 
M and provision will be made for 
seven-digit numbers for Lincoln, where 
direct distance dialing equipment also 
will be installed. 


The vacating of Lincoln’s 14th and M 
buildings and removal of their oper- 
ating departments to new quarters at 
15th and M also are included among the 
major activities of the year. 


"To All Employees’ 


All active and retired employees re- 
ceived a letter from the vice president 
last month telling of recent events in 
the operation of the company. The idea 
developed from a suggestion that sucha 
letter would be welcomed by telephone 
folk, for in these fast changing times 
it is growing more difficult for most 
employees to keep abreast with the 
many important happenings. 


Mr. Hale promises that similar let- 
ters will be written from time to time 
to provide information of current inter- 
est and give our people a better knowl- 
edge of their company’s operations and 
aims. 

In this category the employee letter 
may more often than not “scoop” the 
News which, with its monthly publica- 
tion schedule, is seldom able to give its 
readers items that are “hot off the 
press.” However, the old News is happy 
with this turn of events. Many other 
companies have already found that 
their monthly publications serve best 
when assisted by such means of bring- 
ing current topics to their employees’ 
attention. Well informed employees are 
better employees and it is to this end 
that Mr. Hale’s letters are directed. 
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Quit Working! Who! Ray 


“ There is nothing that keeps its 
youth, so far as I know, but a tree and 
truth,” mused the poet Holmes. Too 
bad he didn’t wait around to meet Ray 
S. Baldwin. Holmes would have added 
him to the list. 

Mr. Baldwin re- 
tired February 1, as 
one of our youngest 
65-year-olds, still 
bubbling with the 
energy that has 
been one of his 
marked characteris- 
tics through the 
more than 46 years 
Since he first ap- 
peared on the pay- 
roll. 

Back in 1947 the News carried a 
story of the “iron man” of South Office, 
Lincoln, who had never lost a day—nor 
an hour—because of sickness or accl- 
dent in his term of employment. It was 
Ray who qualified the statement by 
admitting he once came down with a 
malady that changed his coloring to a 
vivid yellow; and though he felt good 
and actually beat on the door of the 
exchange for admission, the boys in- 
side motioned him away and kept him 
in quarantine outside the building for 
several days. 

Mr. Baldwin’s adjusted service date 
is May 1, 1916, for he took two excur- 
sions into the outer world after his 
original employment in 1912. Once, for 
a while, he turned into a farmer, but 
he was essentially a telephone man— 
and a good one—since he was seven- 
teen. He worked as installer, utility- 
man, shopman, switchboardman, con- 
struction clerk and switchman to ac- 
cumulate his well-rounded fund of ex- 
perience. 

A charter member of the Frank H. 
Woods pioneer chapter, Mr. Baldwin 
will long be remembered for his work 
on its social committee. His notion 
of a good time is to be elbow-deep in a 
dish pan, or plying the clean-up broom 
after the guests of various functions 
have long departed. He worked as dili- 
gently on company picnic committees 
for many years, and some folks com- 
plained that he was being abused be- 
cause of the prodigious and back- 
breaking tasks he performed. He never 
found time to indulge in hand-shaking, 
games and meals like the other merry- 
makers. 


He served with distinction in other 
company activities, such as the United 
Fund solicitations, always with the 
Same drive and enthusiasm. Ray, no 
doubt, had a problem with the added 
hours that descended on him with re- 
tirement for he can’t stand sitting still. 
We hope, by this time, that he has 
found ways of filling each waking mo- 
ment with hard labor of some sort. 
That’s our way of wishing him happi- 
ness. 


Bowling In January 


When people speak of “mid-season 
form” they refer to that transitory 
point where an athlete’s skill and en- 
thusiasm reach the highest degree in 
the course of the year. Many of our 
telephone bowlers seem to have at- 
tained that pinnacle in January. There 
have been some fine records turned in 
from the territory where various tele- 
phone teams are in league competition, 
and Mike Danaher, Fairbury, got three 
identical games of 181, but it remained 
for the folk at Lincoln to steal the 
spotlight. 

Chick Story started it off by firing a 
608 on January 7. A week later two 
members of the Business Office team 
hit their all-time high marks: Dean 
Hamilton with a 246 game and a 518 
series, and Waldo McDowell with a 581 
series. On the same night 20 of the 
league bowlers had scores of more than 
500, and the Construction team posted 
the second best series of the season 
with a 2642. 

On January 5, Norma Somerheiser 
led the girls’ contingent with a tower- 


ing 551, while Rexine Bretta got a 507 
for her usual fine series. 

Featuring telephone participants in 
the Lincoln city tournament were Jerry 
Salber in singles and “Deac” Simpson- 
Ken Darby in doubles. Jerry’s 602-72 
gave him a 674 total, good for fifth 
place. Simpson and Darby had a joint 
effort of 1083-156 giving them 1239 for 
the sixth spot in doubles. Jackie 
Schizas with a 541 and “Mickey” Ward 
with a 528 received cash awards in the 
women’s competition. 

Buck Duer was a member of the 
Bartlett team whose 2770 pins were 
good for high “scratch” total for the 
tournament. Buck also bowled on three 
other teams including the company 
Construction five, all of which were in 
the money. Other cash winners were: 
Ken Darby, Ron Cotton and Buck Duer 
in singles; Ron Cotton and Chick Story 
in doubles; and Don Nielson, Chick 
Story and Buck Duer in all-events. 

The Live Wires, composed of Esther 
Jewell, Joan Knapp, Pearl Lawson, 
Verley Duer and Lois Ehlers, rolled a 
2533 handicap series to share the wealth 
in the women’s team event. The Shop 
team rolled into the money in the 
men’s tournament. 


Promotions -- Transfers 


Commercial 
Theo May Speed, clerk to cashier, Geneva. 


Engineering 

W. D. Minich, switchman, Lincoln Plant, 

to draftsman. 
Plant 

Kenneth Dill, groundman, Construction 
Lincoln to David City. 

Donald Hansen, lineman, Construction, 
Lincoln to David City. 
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Kenneth Peters, construction foreman, 
Lincoln to David City. 


E. L. Pfeifer, custodian, Central Plant, to 
frameman, Lincoln Switchroom. 


Siegfried Pikschus, groundman to lineman, 
Construction, Lincoln. 


Rolland Uffelman, groundman, Construc- 
tion, Lincoln to York. 


August Warholoski, Jr., lineman, Construc- 
tion, Lincoln to David City. 


R. E. White, lineman, Construction, to 
combinationman, Toll Equipment, Lincoln. 
Traffic 


Cecile Morehead, operator, Tecumseh to 
Lincoln. 


Long Distance Grows Longer 


The telephone was more than 50 years old before it broke 
the ocean barrier except for submarine cable communica- 
tion with Cuba which was established in 1921. Not until 1927 
were we able to say “Hello, London,” and even long dis- 
tance service to Mexico had to wait until September of that 


year. 


Long Distance was extended to Belgium and Sweden 
early in 1928 and to Spain in October 1928 when President 
Coolidge inaugurated the service in a call to King Alfonso. 
Thereafter the network gradually expanded until today most 
of the world’s telephones are within arm’s reach of any other. 


The general traffic department prepared a summary of 
calls placed from Lincoln to foreign countries during 1958. 
t is reprinted here as a local monument to the amazing de- 
velopment of Long Distance in the 30-odd years since it first 


spanned the Atlantic. 


Toll Calls, Lincoln To Foreign Countries, 1958 


County No. Calls Country 
PACS. hs.c2is eesccncs videos spaetedsaden’ 6] India ........ 
POLIS UF IO eco dvececenashins cagicat vacensadadngen 3 Li | 5 eee 
EICURCINTIOIS, x daducuncdinka..cecanaccaretevenses 5 Ireland ...... 
Bermuda ......... sJetugaainet st udsantante 3 Israel ........ 
RIP coset ta ds cents aviv Rashaaaeeeass 1 igs | nee 
CCIE. ..cat vine diseeanraceacarsiveraennl gale Jamaica .... 
Canal! One... secccsccsesdone select 2 JODENE ocicd:.: 
CHIE mck dodsiscceecsatiaes Saat Nuacites ] Korea ........ 
Colombia _............. boteacutes Seana 3 Malaya .... 
COsttl RICE: vero coxeaiscens Svepuaebboetied 4 Mexico ...... 
CGE: — wsnescealesmasscuceuboss Oi nee 17 Nicaragua 
Czechoslovakia ........... Lee ete 2 Okinawa 
PUGVITIIGI IR den 25eceutoavacteatekccacs tases 6 Panama .. 
Dominican Republic ................ 3 Philippines 
ICING). «issn dscoeusiedsctcadnceses oe 84 Peru .......... 
BT PUIQOIG. accscsecceisecus a ecachotnnceceds ] Puerto Rico 
Formosa ................... ees aa is 1 Virgin Islands 
PROCS: < oii cicsesoySccatenlaahs aohansees 12 South Africa 
Germany .................... sie aes F és! Spain ........ 
Greece sists Soracladatncn bentacedstintte ] Sweden .... 
SOON iene asc ode Seven coxenteede 2 Switzerland 
UCIT: “osiae eorSeicgsslcerticne.: See eh! 5 Trinidad .... 
aS hs 2 || ae oe 127 Turkey ...... 
Holland ..... 1... |... 3 Venezuela 
Hong Kong .... ] 


wt Peet wececcccecscces ccs 


No. Calls 
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A Ruby Pin For Edith Seward 


There was a happy little meeting at the Hastings office 
on January 23 when Edith Seward became eligible to re- 
ceive and wear the 35-year service pin. The presentation was 
made by Tyler Ryan while Marie Pearson, chief operator, 
and Ed Flowerday, area manager, served as witnesses to 
keep everything on a legal plane. Mrs. Seward served most 
of the 35 years at the Sutton switchboard where, as Edith 
Schlieiger, she rose to become chief operator before the ex- 
change was converted to dial in 1950. At that time she 
transferred to Hastings Traffic. 


Although there are others not far behind her, Mrs. Seward 
is dean of Hastings Traffic in point of service. She un- 
doubtedly will take great pride in wearing her new emblem, 
set with a ruby beneath a field of blue. It is considered by 
many to be the most attractive of the series of ten LT&T 


Service Anniversaries 


Rose Janda 
Plattsmouth 
30 Years 


J. D. Green 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


R. W. Tejcka 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


J. C. Smith 
Auburn 
10 Years 


In February 


R. R. Guthrie K. J. Boshart 
Lincoln Lincoln 
35 Years 30 Years 


39 YEARS Dorcas Slater, Fairbury. 

36 YEARS Clarinda Lake, Superior; Marie 
Portsche, Lincoln. 

35 YEARS R.R. Guthrie, Lincoln. 

32 YEARS R.N. Brendle, Clara Jones, K. L. 
Lawson, Helen Pickard, E. H. Royce, Lincoln. 


31 YEARS R. S. Culver, Mary Emerson, 


Lincoln. 


30 YEARS K. J. 


Janda, Plattsmouth. 


29 YEARS R. V. Clifford, Lincoln; E. A. 
Moorhead, Clay Center. 


28 YEARS Oakel Butler, Auburn: W. F. 


Combs, Lincoln. 


19 YEARS Helen DeBord, Fairbury; Lily 


Malecek, Doris Sutton, Lincoln. 


18 YEARS George Placek, Nebraska City: 
Opal Thimgan, Lincoln. 


16 YEARS F. J. Barnett, A. G. Behm, Mag- 
dalen Heser, T. H. Roller, Jr., Lincoln. 


15 YEARS J. D. Green, Wilma Wergin, 


Lincoln. 

14 YEARS R. L. Wenzel, Lincoln: D. H. 
Young, Beatrice. 

13 YEARS E. A. Hlina, E. D. Smith, Lincoln. 
12 YEARS R. F. Bauer, Lincoln: Ruth Diek- 


mann, Beatrice. 


11 YEARS Pearl Lawson, Lincoln: Mary Wat- 
kins, Nebraska City. 

10 YEARS A. L. Dougherty, E. A. Drake, 
R. W. Tejcka, Lincoln; M. E. Johnson, J. C. 
Smith, Auburn; Ann Konen, Hastings. 

9 YEARS K. C. Rutherford, Lincoln: Carl 
Wagner, Hastings. 

8 YEARS F. C. Asper, David City; Ruth 
Foster, Sylvia Hoaglin, J. M. Isley, Marilyn 
Osborn, Edna Rosane, A. L. Spaulding, Lin- 
coln: D. A. Hester, Tecumsch; Beverly Rot- 
zin, Beatrice. 


7 YEARS Letha Baumgartner, Estella Foght, 
R. H. Wart, Lincoln. 


6 YEARS Joan Borzekofski, Beatrice: Har- 
vey Gesch, Verna Heins, Marlene Kuhl, E. L. 
Pfeifer, Lincoln; Ethel Simpson, Guide Rock. 

5 YEARS Betty Beebe, Osceola: W. L. Gake, 


Betty Thomsen, Lincoln; Ramona Kenning, 
Hebron. 


Boshart, Lincoln: Rose 


nom ot nthe teteen ae neem: 
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Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. Bob Bock are the happy 
parents of a girl, Roberta Dinece, born 
January 27. Velma is on leave of absence 
from Geneva Commercial. 

Bet A! o- Mr. and Mrs. Tom Boyd announce the 
N & ae » birth of a daughter, Lori Jo, December 14. 
Tom works in Engineering. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Hauschild are the 
proud parents of a girl, Cynthia Ann, born 
January 1. Eugene is employed in Lincoln 
Construction. 

A daughter, Rhonda Jean, was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Konz on January 23. 
es Larry is employed in Engineering. 
gin A son, Rick Alan, arrived at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Hollis Schelbitzki on No- 
vember 15. Marlene is on leave from He- 
bron Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Robinson, Wilber, 
announce the birth of a daughter, Cindy 
Lou, on January 19. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Spaulding are the 
proud parents of a girl, Rebecca Lynn, born 
January 20. Albert works in Lincoln Toll 
Equipment. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Bill Thompson, a 
son, Robert Dale, on December 5. Bill 
works in Engineering. 

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Tibbles are the proud 
parents of a daughter born February 3. Floyd 
is employed in David City Plant. 


Wilma Wer 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


fonenc 


E. A. Drake 


New Employees 


Lincoln 
10 Years P 
Commercial 
Frances Behrens*....Svc. Rep., Lincoln 1-12 
Janice Ken€icccdecseics Clerk, Beatrice....12-17 
Sheila Schabacker*..Svc. Rep., Lincoln 12-23 
Plant 
Margaret Nagel*....Janitress (P.T.), 
SUIPIOME acsewasn cece 12-23 
Traffic 
Alfretta Bedient-....- Opr., Yorkzs-...2.-- 1-19 
Janis Bellows..........-. Gls) amen 5) eeeenerer 1- 5 
Helen Doyle............ Opr., Nebr. City.. 1- 4 
Virginia Ferrell*...... Opti, VOrKis.csanae |e 
Donna Griess.......-..-- Opts. “Vorkisccen: 1- 6 
Rosalie Junge...-.--.-- Oph: VOR cd aeeu 1- 6 
Beverly Naber.........- ODT ip TORKccsapencie 1- 5 
Dorothy Schmidt*....Opr.,  York.......... 1-19 


Y 
M. E. Johnson 


Auburn 
10 Years 


* Re-employed 


Did You Know! 


That membership in the Employees Co- 
operative Credit Association increased in 
1958 from 810 to 870. 
534 loans, totaling over $480,000, were 
ae made to employees by the Co-op in 1958. 
Coincidentally, 534 loans were also made 
in 1957. 
| Employees who were paying off loans 
during 1958 were happily surprised when a 
rebate on interest earned was declared, and 
10% of the interest earned in 1958 by the 
Co-op on loans was returned to the bor- 
rowers. 


DON'T LET US APRIL FOOL YOU! 


Starting April Ist, the Co-op will no 
longer be open for business on Saturdays. 
Other hours will remain the same—Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. ‘til 12 noon, and 
} pm. “fil 5 pum. 


Ann Konen 
Hastings 
10 Years 
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TEMBA Board of Directors. From left: Claude W. Helm; Merl Sherman; Bill Quinn; Roy M. Cleve- 
land; Lyle E. Reighard; Ralph J. Connors, vice president; Robert V. Clifford; Roy M. Brendle; Marie 
Vidlock, secretary; Walter F. Roberts, treasurer; Lloyd Oglesby; Pearl Barnhouse; R. D. Andrews, presi- 
dent; K. J. Boshart. 


The Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association closed its books on 
the all-time record year, according to 
R. D. Andrews, president, who gave a 
report of the Association’s 1958 activ- 
ities at the annual meeting, January 
24. The deficit experienced the year 
before was completely wiped away by 
the fine net operating profit of $4,127.99 
shown for 1958. 


Total income was reported at $52,- 
897.56—the highest ever—nearly all of 
which was represented by membership 
dues collected. Total expenses were 
$48,769.57 and all but $196 of this was 
returned to members in benefit pay- 
ments. A healthy gain of ten increased 
the number of primary members to 
1,130—another record mark, 


Beneficiaries are divided, statistically, 
into several categories—primary men 
and women members; dependent wives 
and husbands; children; retired employ- 
ees; their dependents; etc. It is inter- 


esting to find that all the groups were 
self-supporting except the dependents 
of pensioners. 


New directors elected at the annual 
meeting were: Marie Vidlock, Merl 
Sherman, Pearl Barnhouse and Lyle 
Reighard. Walter F. Roberts was re- 
turned to the board by re-election. 


The new board of directors met with 
100% attendance on February 3 and 
re-elected to office Rod D. Andrews, 
president; Ralph J. Connors, vice pres- 
ident and Walter F. Roberts, treasurer. 
Marie Vidlock was elected secretary, 
succeeding K. J. Boshart. 


The growth of the organization and 
the experience gained through the years 
have pointed out the need for possible 
changes in policies and coverage. Pres- 
ident Andrews made a number of com- 
mittee appointments among members 
of the board to make studies and recom- 
mendations on various orders of busi- 
ness to be announced in the future. 


Happiness Ahead 


Karen Dittenber, wire chief's department, 
and Monte Johnson were united in marriage 
January 17 at the Grace Lutheran Church in 
Lincoln. 


Jane Howett, Lincoln Commercial, be- 
came the bride of Richard Perry on Janu- 
ary 24. The ceremony was performed at the 
College View Presbyterian Church in Lincoln. 

Bob Ryan and Delores Cummins were mar- 
ried at the Grace Episcopal Church in Te- 
sumseh on February 1. Bob is a warehouse- 
man and Delores is an operator in Lincoln 
Traffic. 

Alice Lind, York Traffic, and Everette 
Rathje were married January 16 at the St. 
Peter's Lutheran Church in Gresham. The 
couple will live on a farm near Gresham. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by the Telephone Employees’ Mutual 
Benefit Association during January 1959: 


Primary Members..26 Claims..$2,751.80 
Dependents ......-..- 24 Claims... 2,418.90 


5,170.70 


Telephones For Telephone 


There are no telephones at present 
in Telephone, Texas. However, by early 
fall Telephone will have telephones for 
the first time since 1951. An REA loan 
has been approved which will provide 
for building a dial exchange in Tele- 
phone and to rebuild an outmoded sys- 
tem in the nearby town of Windom. 


Big Sales Push in '59 


The employee Merchandising pro- 
gram is to be continued during 1959, 
with the avowed and proclaimed inten- 
tion of making it the greatest sales year 
in history. Seldom has January brought 
such rosy prospects. Economic predic- 
tions are optimistic; crop conditions are 
good; individual income is at its peak; 
and people are in the buying mood— 
especially for those niceties and neces- 
sities that add to their standard of 
living. 

And what could contribute more to a 
better way of life than telephone serv- 
ice — made adequate and convenient, 
throughout one’s home? 

The monthly prize for employee sales 
participation is to be continued during 
1959 with this added incentive: There 
will be FOUR prizes awarded each 
month instead of one. Beginning at the 
end of February, a monthly prize draw- 
ing will be made from the Merchan- 
disers of EACH district. All employees 
are cautioned that they must send in 
service requests on their sales—regard- 
less of the item. Then, their names will 
be sure to be in the sales bowl, and they 
will compete for a prize with others 
from their own district. 

Extension growth highlighted the 
record of 1958. Company-wide we rang 
up a mark of over 9% increase in ex- 
tensions. The following chart shows a 
break-down of that fine record, ac- 
cording to individual areas and 
districts: 


Extension Station Development 


1958 
Percent 

Area-Exchange Net Gain Increase 
Central District 

Excl. Lincoln & LAFB......... 25 21 oo 
LOA Ge -netunaeneecoe coat 16.10 
WVGINOG: sevpcisevisserwdnceeancncas 70 15.87 
GRIEVE eanienseascccctinedencdedzesuiens 32 15.84 
VOCUIISERY sce aisctaecesdeebeseres 24 15.78 
DaViG SOI sciexcedat eee 27 13.70 
SUETOU).” Stee oa sieacam encase wH 13.30 
TRUS: Vineet civen Genie 40 12.6] 
WE BING Go tos bss peeesediduauba eset oeasires 57 12.15 
BOG tl CR ent gehicsecececnaendetess cea 94 10.94 
UGG ele gt: 1 6) Vs Beene ene ee Nene 22 10.09 
Pre tities tt coiscissin ss Aececotecanss 156 10.06 
PUGET ONC: ‘ccnephvansedacedencants ao 9.72 
PENI Scie westedle welt oO iee 2] 9.67 
PTET: susnesak rasouscnseestetaacsneaces 23 9.01 
Pal ONE cee ahs cesses aan ee 12 8.69 
BOON Cl ccssiicriesscecazetetaaeciele ot 30 8.24 
LSIPIE GE ss sxcaerenestiasteavd ecco ss 918 7.95 
a (=| wae 12,” gar a 4] 7.50 
Fairbury ............ Vaishali eadaa 23 6.84 
Pawnee City ........00.20.00....... 3 1.75 
District 
WGI oc arora sus tnadeenenicataSasence 322 10.88 
EIS OEY: 2 saccade teuoiedpecarkeenven ans 203 10.63 
SOUTRIGIIY xscedon ceive we cleadee: 207 990 
AUN psaiae caddie Sebsas voeuenene curled’ 1024 8.42 
Company 1756 9.18 


A little boy dialed “Information” and asked 
for the local movie theater. 


“You will find that number,” said the operator 
crisply, “in your telephone directory.” 

“| know,’’ came the small voice. “but | am 
standing on it.” 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Mabel Lipskey, Associate Editor 


Nebraska City Area 
by Betty Christensen and Betty Peoples 


A bridal shower honoring Helen Bossung 
was held in the lounge room of the telephone 
office January 13. Mrs. Bossung was pre- 
sented with a clock-radio. George E. 
Walroth and Irene Combs were recent visitors 
in the office. ... Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Gray 
attended the Auto Show in Omaha... . Mr. 
Gray also attended a Chamber of Commerce 
luncheon at Weeping Water renewing old ac- 
quaintances. .. . Joyce Hofker and husband 
recently celebrated their 13th wedding anni- 
versary. ... Margaret Rappel is sporting a new 
car these days. Lois Seybert attended 
midyear commencement at the University 
Coliseum at Lincoln for her brother, Marlin 
Friede’s graduation. 


Platismouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 


We are happy to have Elizabeth Nichols 
back to work after being on sick disability for 
three months. Alice Sharpnack is 
“Grandma” again—a baby girl at the Jerry 
Sharpnack residence in Baltimore... . Lloyd 
Jenkins was in Plattsmouth January 22 for a 
safety-first meeting held jointly with the Con- 
sumers Public Power Company and telephone 
pliant employees. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


’ 


They say “no news is good news” so, not 
much here this time . Howard Eickman, 
Plant, is the first one here to be on vacation. 
He enjoyed some time at home and also vis- 
ited relatives at Superior. . . Don Rutledge 
has been busy painting the interior of his 
house. On Jan. 20, Elmer Bean, Plant, 
had a wisdom tooth extracted. That evening 
he took it home to show his family. Whenever 
David, his son, got a tooth pulled he would 
put it under his pillow and the “good fairy”’ 
would leave him a quarter. Well, David 
thought the big wisdom tooth would bring 
him more because of its size, so he sneaked 
it under his pillow. Next morning he was 
amazed—no money! The good fairy must 
have slipped. 
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Mike Danaher, area manager, faces the camera 
at his desk in the Fairbury office. 


Wahoo Area 


by Leona Benal 


Notice in the local paper brought to our at- 
tention that E. L. Dorland has been area man- 
ager at Wahoo for the past 25 years. He 
transferred to this area from Geneva. , 
E. P. Canarsky (Red) rides his motorcycle to 
and fro each day and from what we hear he 
has had a few spills, due to the snow-covered 
roads, fortunately no injuries. ... Louie Cink 
has been at home nursing a good case of 
the mumps, but is now back at work feeling 
fine. ... The old office is completely vacated 
now, the last of the equipment being removed 
along with many memories. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 


Beatrice Area 


by Dorothy Scheele, Veronica Siske 
and Frank Fisher 


We are happy to have Darlene Remmers 
back after her long illness; also Vey Warren 
who had the flu for three weeks. .. . Rosalie 
Witkowski was pleasantly surprised for her 
birthday, January 12—once on Sunday with a 
birthday cake, and again on Monday when 
several operators escorted her to Cray’s 
corner for a snack. Rolland Drake is 
driving a new ’59 Chevrolet station wagon... . 
Recent hunters were Rolland Drake and Rex 
Montgomery, who were lucky to get a fox 
and coyote near Beatrice. 


Crefe Area 
by Loretta MclIlInay 


Lumir Vosika of Lincoln visited old friends 
at the Wilber office on January 10. ... Robert 
Miller of Wilber enjoyed his vacation at home 
and visiting in Omaha and Carleton. : 
Manager Johnson of Friend reports that his 
wife is feeling fine after a tonsillectomy... . 
Mrs. Edward Burda with 12 pupils from Dis- 
trict 23 visited the Friend office on January 
17. . . . Hotilda Eurich, cashier at Friend, 
found herself in quite an embarrassing situa- 
tion when she was locked out of the office. 
Upon peering in the window, her keys were 
lying on her desk. . . . We have often 
wondered if the garbage man salvages any- 
thing from his pickups. If so, he would 
have found a 2-lb. can of coffee which Stub 
Roland deposited in his trash can instead of 
a bag of tin cans. . Lydia McGuire re- 
ports the marriage of her daughter at a 


revs at 


quiet ceremony at home on January 21. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois McCord 


Loretta Vollstedt and husband returned 
from California where they visited her sister, 
Norma Cuthbert, former operator at Beatrice 
and Fairbury, and other relatives. They also 
attended the Rose Parade. . . Irene James 
flew to Orlando, Florida, for a two-weeks va- 
cation. Helen DeBord is on sick leave 
and we hope she will soon be able to return 
to work. She is in Denver with her son. . 
Don Jones and his construction crew from 
Beatrice are with us while they are changing 
eleven miles of line for the new Highway 15 
north of Fairbury. 
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Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
by Theo Speed 


With the holidays over and vacations behind 
us, all is quiet around the Geneva office. Ann 
Nelson is helping in the Commercial office 
during the absence of Velma Bock, who is on 
leave of absence. ... Virginia Stoldorf, Traf- 
fic, is proudly wearing a new diamond ring. 


Hastings Area 


by Patricia Sperry 


In the Christmas rush we overlooked re- 
porting the traditional all-women’s party 
which was held December 17 and 18 at the 
Ivanhoe. Club. The party was held on two 
different evenings so that all the Traffic girls 
could attend. Door prizes were won by Vir- 
ginia Richardson, Joyce Hecht, Joan Pavelka 
and Jessie VanTrump. Gwendolyn 
“Peach”? Maul recently resigned to assume 
full-time duties as a housewife and mother. 
Her young son will, no doubt, keep her from 
having too many leisure moments. 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona J. Kenning 


We are happy to report that activities at 
the new building site have been progressing 
very well in spite of the cold weather. The 
Plant boys have started changing sets for 
the Hebron subscribers, making ready for the 
conversion. The operators tell us they find 
many of the subscribers are anxious to use 
the dial. . Area Manager Wellman spent 
the last week of his vacation at home enjoy- 
ing a visit with relatives from Colorado. ... 
Several employees in the Hebron area have 
been ill with the flu. . .. Mary Bethscheider, 
Traffic, returned to work January 5, following 
an absence of several weeks because of illness. 


Superior Area 
by Jacqueline A. Busch 


Superior will soon be the location of a new 
radio station, KRFS, which is to be located 
at the American Legion Hall on West 8th 
Street. Two new faces in the traffic 


department are Phyliss Jackson and Connie 
Jensen. The girls are now receiving their 
long distance training under the instruction 
of Clara Chambers. 
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E. H. Royce, supervisor of supplies, headquar- 
ters on the second floor at 21st and L. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


News items are scarce in the York area this 
month. From the traffic department comes 
news of two engagements, Connie Piper to 
Carl Condon of Central City, and Delores 
Schmidt to Maynard Miller. Both Connie and 
Delores are planning February weddings. . 
Velma Garlock visited her sister and family 
at Kansas City one weekend. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 


Carol Carlson, Associate Editor 


Darlene Hagel-Pitt is probably the proudest 
girl in the office at the present time. Dar- 
lene recently became an aunt for the first 
time. . . . Eleanor Grabowski went sledding 
recently and confesses she fell in the snow 
several times. ... A rather interesting fact 
centers around Norma Somerheiser. Norma 
recently missed work for one day due to ill- 
ness. It was the first time in five years 
service that Norma has been absent. Quite 
a record, we think. . DeLoris Beltz very 
happily announced her engagement and re- 
ports that she’ll become a Mrs. March 21. 
Congratulations from all of us to DeLoris.... 
Ethel Daharsh enjoyed a vacation the first 
week of February. ‘“Enjoyed’’ may not be the 
word for it, however, as Ethel had to make 
some trips to the dentist while she was 
gone. . . . Mickey Ward welcomed her new 
sister-in-law recently, and was very thrilled 
about it. The newest member of the family 
is from Japan. . We are sorry to report 
that Eunice Bailey has had another operation. 
Eunice is recovering fine, though, as we 
write this, and is expected to be home soon. 
Everyone hopes she can return to work very 
shortly, for we miss her a great deal. 


Accounting 
Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


After waiting nine months, Larry Connealy 
announces the arrival of a TV repairman. The 
event brought joy to the Connealy household 
after the discomfort of the long wait—discom- 
fort which became pronounced at bow] time. 
(Oh well, there’s always next year.) The cru- 
sade is over. Months ago Larry can be 
quoted as saying ‘Our TV is broke and we're 
not getting it fixed.” Did it matter that tele- 
vision service companies pleaded with him? 
That Lawrence Welk sent over the lovely little 
ginger ale lady with a few little lemons to 
convince him? That Hamm’s sent emissaries? 
After all TV must be viewed. All that adver- 
tising down the drain. TV Guide may make 
a big thing of this. Oh but they all bite the 
dust. It was a long fight but Marlboro won. 
He had a thinking man’s taste but a smok- 
ing man’s weakness. C’est dommage, as the 
woman at Quentins says. And she really is 
French. ... After waiting 14 months, Betty 
Sherwood announces the arrival of Sir Henry 
O. Bedlington Terrier de luxe, who flew up 
from Texas at 314 months to meet his new 
owner in mid-January. This happy, healthy 
animal has a mind of his own, and Betty is 
well on her way toward being the best trained 
human in Lincoln. . .. The black Labrador 
at Ralph Retzlaff’s Walton farm found the yard 
gate open one night recently and ventured out 
into the world. Though she’d never jump the 
fence to get out, she sure jumped fast enough 
to get back in when she found the gate 
closed on her return. It’s cold outside that 
doghouse. . . . Though it’s obvious canis fa- 
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The Camera Records Good Progress In January 


noah sat 
fue 


Se eet tee Con toe ae 
ys e , a’ 


AQUOS OPEL SSE MZ MY SE ey 


a 


ances 


ae Suse posenant een 


the new building was beginning to take its final form form and its beauty of 


design was already apparent as the facing stonework moved upward. 
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brick and stone in comfort as a battery of big 


salamanders 
warmth. 


helped the sun’s rays 
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in providing 


During January the hanging scaffold 
climbed to the very top of the build- 
ing’s main section, leaving below it a 
finished facing on the south, west and 
north elevations. Steel columns and 
girders are now being erected to sup- 
port the roof above the ninth floor. At 
the top of the building can be seen an 
enclosed hut where men are at work 
installing the apparatus for the twin 
elevators. 

The facing stone for the four-story 
addition on the east has reached the 
second floor level. It matches that al- 
ready in place on the south front and 
will be complimentary to the stone of 
the new auditorium, directly across the 
street, both in coloring and in general 
design. Inside both building sections 
carpenters are at work, when weather 
permits, erecting office partitions. 
Other tradesmen are fitting the build- 
ing with conduits, wiring, plumbing, 
fixtures, etc.; and telephone folk are 
busy, of course, with activities antic- 
ipating the 2-Office move, 2-5 number- 
ing, customer toll dialing and other de- 
velopments related to the building’s 
completion. 


Reducing the number of nocturnal predators by 
two, Rex Montgomery, (shown here,) Rolland Drake 
and a friend, bagged this coyote and red fox near 
Beatrice not long ago. 


miliaris is not faced with extinction (at least 
no sooner than Homo sapiens are at any rate) 
both of Charlie Lindgren’s dogs had pups 
February 1 to prove it. Anyone who wants 
a puppy—part chow and part springer span- 
iel—can contact him. -Ruth and Bill 
Strong now have two kittens around the 
house and a 1956 Chevy (almost new!) in the 
road. ... Evelyn Alm and husband Ed, after 
buying furniture in October, are finally mov- 
ing to their new apartment Feb. 15. ... The 
long-awaited graduation took place Jan. 31 
and Velda Decker’s husband is looking for an 
opening to teach industrial arts and/or social 
studies. They don’t know where they’ll be 
going, but the move probably won’t be made 
before August. ... Wayne Stahley has been 
sick for 2 weeks with one of winter’s ill- 
nesses. . . . Barbara Shirey’s fiance is re- 
covering from the Jan. 19 car-truck accident 
in Omaha which took three lives. He was the 
luckiest of the car’s six passengers. ... 
Jack Martin of Peat, Marwick & Mitchell, 
auditors, was trying the vault combination 
recently but doesn’t know his own strength. 
Using his gloves to enable a good grasp on 
the dial, he promptly turned it too tight— 
which prevented it from locking altogether. 
He just wanted to be sure they wouldn’t be 
locked in the vault again this year. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


First of all we must apologize to the order 
department for not mentioning their Christ- 
mas party which was held at Carolyn Wren’'s 
house, and to Shirley Plautz who received a 
beautiful diamond the 19th of December. 
Wednesday, January 28, Jane Perry was hon- 
oree at a bridal shower at which Jeanette 
Ulmer, Carolyn Wren and Dee Jackson were 
co-hostesses. Jane received many beautiful 
gifts and everyone had a good time. Carol 
Hendricks is walking on clouds as she re- 
ceived a diamond the 30th of January. We 
have fruit-basket-upset in our  office—we 
started training everyone for all jobs so we 
will be ready for our new desks and new 
system of handling accounts and orders in a 
few months. If you look for someone and 
can't find him, try our “back office.” Jody 
Jones left on vacation February 2 as Larry 
graduated from the U. of N. January 31 and 
will be going to work in a few weeks—desti- 
nation was Colorado and Wyoming. 


Construction 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 

January finds us with a crew now headquar- 
tered at David City. Kenny Peters and his 
crew moved there January 19. They are fin- 
ishing up the David City conversion estimate 
and doing maintenance work in that vi- 
cinity. . . . Down Beatrice-way we find Don 
Jones and his crew still working on the 
Fairbury pole move job. . .. Tom Hedge’s 
crew has been sticking pretty close to home 
at Hastings—working the two cable relief jobs 
on West 2nd and West 12th Streets. He re- 
cently completed the bonding of our cable 
plant in Hastings which, by the way, com- 
pletes the bonding programs for the present. 
Rod Lane and his crew did most of the bond- 
ing throughout the rest of the territory, which 
they completed February 1 and are now work- 
ing in Lincoln... . John Summer’s crew, based 
at Hebron, is working the Chester-Superior toll 
line rebuild estimate which also includes re- 
transposing of that lead. ... Lyle Piper and 
his crew have pulled off the Polk-Hordville 
pole move job, having moved our line out of 
the way for the contractor. It will be necessary 
to return and complete the job at a later date. 
They are now back in Benedict working the 
town and rural plant repair estimate... ..L.E. 
Lyons and his crew are in the process of com- 
pleting the Sterling-Table Rock toll line repair 
estimate. ... And in the Nebraska City area 
we find Cloyd Bucknell’s crew building L.T. 
3’s at Talmage, journeying down to Brock to 
set the poles on the town plant repair job. 
In between times they spend their time on 
the Syracuse rural repair job. . .. The first 
of February we did away with one of our 
Lincoln-based floating crews; namely, that of 
E. D. Smith. Two of his boys, Roger Bates 
and Lyonal Bacon, transferred over to Paul 
Wilkinson’s crew which, by the way, is still 
working at Auburn and will be for some 
time. Rolland Uffelman transferred back to 
Lyle Piper’s crew at York and the rest of the 
crew came into Lincoln to work....Here in 
Lincoln, Tom Chinnock and Les Shirey’s 
crews are working cable relief estimates. 
Deke Simpson and his crew have been doing 
maintenance work and work orders at Sew- 
ard, Bennet and other exchanges surrounding 
Lincoln. ...R. E. Hibbert and his crew are 
down at Hallam putting up the cable on the 
local and rural plant rebuild job which George 
Wasson’s crew has been working on... . 
Our splicers have been sticking pretty close 
to home base with the exception of Jim Tice 
and Bob Greb and their helpers, who are 
splicing at Auburn on the tip cables and 
distribution cables preparatory to conver- 
sion; and Neal Schappaugh and Harold Shots- 
man and their helpers, who have been doing 
maintenance and repair at exchanges in the 
territory. 


station during the noon snooker game at the 14th 
and M club room. From left: Alex Geist and 
Bedric Wanek. 
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Notice is hereby given that 
beginning Saturday, April 4, 
the office of the Co-op Credit 
Association, Room 215, general 
office building, 


will no longer be open for 
business on Saturdays. 


Regular office hours of 8 to 12 
and | to 5 will be retained 
on week days. 

R. H. Spohn, President 


e ® 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Don Christle’s very high I-Q dog is back in 
the news! The last we heard the dumb beast 
was at least two tricks ahead of Don; snap- 
ping big chunks of meat off the table right 
under his master’s nose. It is now reported 
the hound has saved Christle’s garage from 
being run clear through by an automobile. 
Don, a fanatic adherent of the Warm Car Com- 
muters’ Club, had locked his big, new ’58 out 
in the attached garage, positioning the shift 
lever to the place where ‘‘Neutral’’ was in last 
year’s model, but where ‘Drive’ is in this 
one. He skipped back into the house, happy 
in the thought that on the way to the office 
he wouldn’t shiver for one cotton-pickin’ sec- 
ond. Almost immediately, Don’s Phi Beta 
Kappa canine began to bark excitedly at the 
car’s headlights which could be seen through 
the garage door approaching relentlessly. 
“That dumb mutt,’’ muttered Don, as he 
finally opened the kitchen door into the 
garage. ‘Shat up!’’ he shouted, lapsing into 
Ozarkese. Just then the car, with engine 
revving, came crashing into the door. It 
makes one wonder who’s in charge out 
there—the dog, Christle or the car. 
Charity and cleanliness got so mixed up in 
the Bernie Macholan household one day last 
month that Bernie not only lost all his 
shirts but most of his pants as well. Mrs. 
Macholan chose Salvation Army pick-up day 
to set a bag of Bernie’s laundry invitingly 
outside the front door. Until the garments 
were retrieved a few desperate hours later, 
Bernie was seriously considering stocking an 
assortment of towels. .. . This correspondent 
is pleased to be able to report that every 
member of the engineering department is 
genuinely sorry to lose our genial chief, 
Paul Henson. We all join in wishing him the 
best of luck, health and success in his new 
position. ... Other mentions: Joyce Versaw, 
daughter of Ken Versaw, and Mike Connors, 
son of Charles Connors, have been named 
sports girl and sportsman of the month at 
Millard Lefler Junior High. Don Christle’s 
father, John, was recently recognized at a 
gathering in honor of his retirement after 40 
years service in the wholesale foods industry. 
And we are happy to report that Eula Swartz 
is back on the job after successfully under- 
going surgery. Our sympathies to Gil 
Sexton in the death of his sister, a resident 
of California. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


Roses are red, violets are blue, write me a 
letter from unit two. Yes, units are the big 
topie of conversation this month. Gone are 
the days when you could call “Information” 
for the peonle in the yellow house on the 
corner. Lincoln is now a metropolitan area 
and must take her place with her sister 


cities in the realm of progress in the tele- 
phone industry. Separation always brings an 
element of sadness because many of our old 
friends will be seen only in the hallways or 
in the snack bar but soon we will become ac- 
customed to the new arrangement and the 
one-unit plan forgotten. . . . Some operators 
are taking advantage of the slack period and 
vacationing for a week or two. Wanda Pel- 
tier visited her sister Belva in Denver for a 
week. Belva was a former operator here... . 
Joan Pulse visited relatives in Missouri. ... 
Jean Vanek went to Massachusetts for a 
week. .. . Arleen Fitzpatrick was honored 
guest at a bridal shower on Febr. 6 at the 
home of Maxine Richert. Jackie Sheldon, 
Donna Donovan, Beulah Kendra and Doris 


Hardt were also hostesses. ... We felicitate 
Louise Holloway on receiving a new dia- 
mond. ... Heard on Information: ‘Operator, 


I’m calling that hotel with corn in it’: “My 
telephone has been on vacation. What should 
I do about it?’ . Wilma Drake’s young 
son Bruce called the chief operator’s office 
the other day and asked to talk to his 
mother on an emergency call. Mabel Volpp 
who took the call tried to calm him down a 
bit and finally was able to get the details 
of the “‘emergency.”’ It seems that Duchess, 
the Drakes’ family dog, had given birth to 
three puppies and Bruce wanted to get the 
news to Wilma post-haste and thought up a 
good way to do it. Sounds a little like some 
of our subscribers’ emergencies. . . . Nadine 
Lacey is becoming pretty well acquainted 
with the police department. Nadine locked 
the keys in her car not once, but twice in a 
week. They were not too happy about the 
second call. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


With the vacation season over, there is a 
sudden slackening in news items to re- 
port. . .. It was pleasant to greet two very 
welcome visitors to the C.P. office—S. J. Den- 
nis and C. E. Cummings. . . . Some envious 
glances have been directed at one of our 
4-Office members, Leon Rezny, who has 
broken out with a new red-and-white Chevy 
Corvette. He gave it a trial run to Kansas 
City and back. ... Elsewhere in this magazine 
is the story of the long trail’s end for Ronald 
Smith of 2-Office, his graduation with honors 
from Bus-Ad coilege at the university. We 
offer our congratulations to Ron on comple- 
tion of the long, hard project. 


General Commercial 


by Annette Luthy 


Loran Powell reports that he and Jerry Sal- 
ber entered the city bowling tournament and 
that Jerry took fifth place honors in singles 
with a score of 674. ... Mrs. Ula Galley, wife 
of former revenue accountant Roy Galley, now 
of Kansas City, spent a few days in Lincoln as 
the guest of Mr. and Mrs. K. J. Boshart.... 
Providing a lot of entertainment (and a little 
trouble) for Marilyn Lang are her two 
Siamese cats that she got from Bob Ross. 
Aside from a few broken flower pots, ripped 
dresses, etc., Marilyn is enjoying her cats 
very much. 


General Traffic 


Marilyn Beckerbauer, Associate Editor 


“Congratulations” seems to have been the 
by-word here in General Traffic during 
January. The first person to receive 
the congratulations of our denartment was 
Pearl Barnhouse who completed 25 years of 
service with the company on January 15.... 
Then, at 5:55 p.m. on January 25, an eight- 
pound baby girl named Jane Elizabeth made 
her debut into this world. This time con- 
gratulations of the department went out to 
Joyann and Tommy Worster, proud parents of 
Jane Elizabeth. ... Mary Bornemeier ended 
our month of congratulations on January 29 
when she attained 25 years of company serv- 
ice. ... To Mary, Pearl and the Worsters 
(all three of them), our best wishes for the 
future. 


“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Asscciate Editor 


John and Aletha Schulling, both retired em- 
ployees, have moved from Raymond to Lin- 
coln and we were very pleased to have them 
in attendance at our last Club meeting. We 
bid them a hearty welcome to the group.... 
Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Potter are experts at 
dodging Nebraska winters. This one they are 
spending in warmer climes and presently are 
visiting their son and family at Galveston, 
Texas. ... It’s distressing to learn that Lucy 
Lyle was hospitalized following a fall and that 
her improvement has not been at all rapid 
since leaving the hospital. 


HERE'S HOW... 


HERE'S HOW... 


MAKE A REC ROOM SERVING CENTER 


A serving center for the rec- | penny finishing nails and are 


reation room may also be a| finished at the corners with 
quarter-round molding. 

The bar top is of 1% by 10- 
frame of 2 by 2-inch lumber, inch lumber, edged-glued and 
fastened with 7-penny nails.| doweled, and trimmed with 1 
Length is optional, but should | by 2-inch lumber. 

The room divider-server is 
without ripping of any boards. | made of 1 by 12-inch lumber. 
The shelf of 1 by 12-inch lum-|It should be made away from 
then moved into 
place and fastened to the wall. 
Panels are attached with 4- | ceiling and floor. 


room divider. | 
The bar unit is made on a 


accommodate 8-inch_ paneling 


ber is cut to fit around the]the wall, 


front corner posts. 
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MAKE A MODERN ROOM DIVIDER 


A room divider can be both| end. Mark the location of the 
attractive and useful. It can|shelves the distances shown. 
double as an indoor planter. A i 
light fixture may be added to| are made of 1 by 10-inch lum- 


The shelves and top plate 
ber, each 6 feet long. The front 


The divider is made of 1 by end is rounded; the wall end is 


10-inch and 1 by 12-inch lum- 
ber. The height of the three h + ohh 
uprights, made of 1 by 12-inch of ee. 
lumber, will depend on the| ceiling and the inner upright 
height of the ceiling. Taper to the wall studs. Assemble the 
the uprights to a 4 inch width | divider. Use dowel joints to 
at the lower end. Round the|hold the shelves in place. 


notched for the inner upright. 
Slot the shelves for insertion 


Attach the top plate to the 
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Natlonal Lumber Manufacturers Association 


lincoln Tel. News 


ILL SEE YOU FOLKS 
LATER , RIGHT 
NOW I'M GOING 
TO LUNCH / 


'Tis said of Irene Combs that 
she got lost in the Auburn 
building, and walked right 
into the office booth on her 
way out to lunch. 


LOOK, HES CARRYING 
HOME ANOTHER 
EMPTY CARTON 


iT WONT BE 
LONG NOW 


ps 
Bi 


We've just discovered that a 
woman's intuition is augment- 
ed by good detective work. 
For instance, the ladies of 
Printing Service decided that 
Ron Ueberrhein was contem- 
plating the fatal step - and 
even arrived at the date - by 
observing the number and size 
of carton boxes he carried 
home at night. 


At an Elk's dinner at Colum- 
bus, Ken Boshart turned to 
speak to a neighbor while a 
third good brother dropped a 
piece of dry ice into Ken's 
coffee cup. When he looked 
around, the coffee was hiss- 
ing loudly and boiling all 
over the table. Ken almost 
wrecked the room in getting 
out of there. 


Februaru 1959 


LADY. WOULD YOU DO US fl 
FAVOR AND CARRY A 


BRICK WITH You 7 


the back page 


I'LL TAKE THE 
ELEVATOR, 


ITS FASTER | 


WELL.NOW, | 
RATHER LIKE 


THAT EFFECT ! 


Mary Meister, 
Tecumseh Traf- 
fic, managed to 
upset the whole 
day by wearing 
unmatched over- 
shoes to. work 
one morn. One 
was brown § and 
the other hlack, 


Twice within a week, Nadine 
Lacey, Lincoln Traffic, had 
to call the cops to break 
into her car which, by a 
complicated method, can be 
locked with the keys still 
in the ignition! The men of 
the law were very unhappy 
to receive a second call. 


| DONT SEE 
ANY TELEPHONE 


Fred Bettenhausen lives such 
an orderly life that it took 
him 39 years to make the Back 
Page. The other day he got 
lost in thought as he left 
his desk and fetched up before 
the office door, thinking he 
was standing in front of the 
elevator. That was when he 
plunged the room into darkness 
as he pushed the light switch 
to signal for Hattie. 


EGAD/ WE NEED MORE 
( LAW-BRERKERS 
LIKE YOU 


Merle M. Hale almost lost 

his Scout card when a lady 

in distress came to his door asking to use 
the telephone, explaining that her car had 
stalled nearby. Mr. Hale invited her in, 
proudly waved toward his new Ericofon and 
returned to watch T.V. A few minutes later 
the lady reappeared before him, saying she 
couldn't find the telephone. And when he 
pointed it out again she said, "I was go- 
ing to tell you how much I admired your 
beautiful bronze vase!" 


Loran Powell, head of a three-car family, had 
the distinction of appearing before the judge 
one morning with three tickets for overtime 
parking, all gathered on his rolling stock 
within a period of a few hours. 


WHERES MY Two BITS 7 
| BET THERE AINT ANY 
OLD GOOD FAIRY ! 


WITH THE CAR IN 
THERE ANYWAY. 


Sad news from Don Christle, Engineering, 
is that the brand new car, left idling 
in "drive" ona cold morning, suddenly 
increased its speed and crashed through 
the garage door. 


Elmer Bean, Seward, had a wisdom 
tooth pulled and took it home as a 
memento of a pleasant half hour in 
the dentist chair. His small son, 
David, had a money-making idea and 
Stealthily put the tooth under his 
pillow that night, hoping he could 
pull a fast one on the Good Fairy 
and collect the usual 25¢ that was 
invariably left in place of one of 
his own extracted teeth. He was 
mad as hops next morning when the 
deal fell through. 


FOOLY ON THE 


Like a good reporter, Frank Fisher, 
Beatrice, insisted that the News 
should have a picture of the buck 
deer Frank Nevitt shot last fall. 
He asked so often and so loudly that 
Nevitt finally gave him a huge side 
of venison to hush him up. So Fisher 
proved, at last, that being a News 
reporter is a profitable occupation. 
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March 1959 


To Our Telephone People 


(Annual Report to Employees for the Year 1958) 


This report is prepared annually for the March issue of the News to 
show briefly and clearly the result of our labors for the year before and to 
report on the state of the company in such matters as may be of interest 


to most employees. 


The hopes and plans of every employee are geared directly to the welfare 


of LT&T and upon its continued success and progress. 


As the company 


Prospers, so does its people. As it grows, so does their security become more 
firmly entrenched. 


#S : 4 aoe \ ; & ‘ i . ge oe week >" $2 te va 
The employees’ family picnic, held August 9, was the biggest of all, 
as more than 1,700 picnickers were registered and fed. 


Company bowling activities also had a record number of participants. 
Jerry Salber, Lincoln Commercial, and Norma Somerheiser, Accounting, show 
the form that brought them high series in their respective leagues. 
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Thomas C. oods, president of He was succeeded by his son, 
LT&T, died March 22, as he began Thomas C. Woods, Jr., who was 
his thirteenth year in office. elected president on May 2. 


A trend of continued growth and activity marked 1958. We 
were able to offer some new and useful items to our customers and 
through the Merchandising program, the services of hundreds of 
subscribers were extended or improved. We handled an increased 
number of telephone conversations, both local and long distance, 
and converted six exchanges to dial operation. 

Because of a greater volume of business our revenues increased. 
But spiralling cost of Operation more than devoured the additional 
income. We paid more for wages, materials, equipment, building 
costs, services and taxes. Again we were faced with a reduction in 
net earnings per share of common stock. If we are to continue to 
Provide good and adequate service at reasonable cost we must have 
sufficient income to compete with other businesses on the invest- 
ment market for additional capital. We must earn enough to permit 
long-term planning and development which will work toward the 
benefit and economy of telephone service to all our customers. 

The number of people on the payroll varies with the times and 

seasons. Usually we take a count of them at the end of the year 
for purposes of comparison. On December 31 LT&T had 1497 em- 
ployees—718 men and 779 women. The comparable figure for 1957 
was 1475 employees—674 men and 801 women. 
Negotiations between the company and union resulted in wage 
increases for the eligible group which kept the pay scale at a level 
corresponding favorably with wages paid for similar skills in com- 
munities where our people work. Increases also were given to em- 
ployees not in the bargaining group. 

Largest of all employee gatherings was the annual picnic held 
at Capitol Beach, August 9, when 1,701 employees and family 
members were registered. Attendance also was at record levels at 
the several Christmas parties held about the territory. As usual, the 
company sponsored groups and teams in various sports and athletic 
events. Company-wide bowling tournaments were held at Lincoln 
for both men and women participants. 

Our people, realizing that the telephone business is changing 
rapidly, applied themselves vigorously to attaining new skills and 
greater knowledge. A record number of 171 men voluntarily at- 
tended and completed courses in 16 vocational training classes held 
on week-day evenings at Lincoln, Hastings, Beatrice, Tecumseh and 
York in the early months of the year. The ladies, too, demonstrated 
their fervor for knowledge with their fine attendance in several 
classes offered through the personnel department. 

Our folk buckled down with renewed zeal in employee sales 
Participation and amassed a total of 4,458 sales during 1958, 
compared with 2,840 during 1957. 

The Telephone News recorded 137 promotions during the year; 
seven of them from employee ranks to management and nine within 
the management bracket. 

We think of the company’s assets as being represented by 
buildings, plant, equipment, money in the bank, etc. But it has 
intangible assets, too. Ranking highest among these are the em- 
ployees who are making the telephone business their life’s work. 
As they build up their service record they become eligible for cer- 
tain rights and benefits, some of which grow more valuable as the 
span of years increases. This applies particularly to pension rights, 
death benefits, time allotments for sickness and accident payments, 
vacation periods, etc. 

Some payments and expenditures directly related to these grow- 
ing benefits during 1958 were: Pension fund contribution— 
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$408,159; accident disability expense—$5,262; accident disability 
benefits—$12,646; sickness disability benefits—$102,722; death 
benefits—$49,659. 

On March 22, 1958, Thomas C. Woods, Sr., president of LT&T, 
succumbed to an illness of several weeks’ duration. He had suc- 
ceeded his father, Frank H. Woods, Sr., as president of the company 
in 1946 and during his term in office the company experienced its 
greatest period of growth and prosperity. At a special meeting of 
the board of directors on May 2, his son, Thomas C. Woods, Jr., 
was elected to succeed him as president and his brother, Frank H. 
Woods, was elected chairman of the board. 

In 1958 we registered a net gain of 4,788 telephones, bringing 
the total in service to 138,083 at the end of the year. Of our 125 
exchanges, 101 are now dial, six of them being converted during 
1958. 

Not only were more telephones in service; our customers used 
them more than ever before. Last year they averaged 71 5,033 local 
calls daily throughout the territory. Long distance calls averaged 
14,307 per day. Also, during the year, 104 long distance circuits 
were added to our network. 

Work began in early May on the new general office building at 
15th and M, Lincoln. The original three-story building is being 
heightened to eight floors, with a four-story addition adjoining it to 
the eastward. On December 31 the project was estimated to be 
55% complete. 

New buildings were also completed at three major exchanges 
and at four smaller ones. 

Operating revenues increased 4.19% over 1957, but operating 
expenses, not including operating taxes, increased 5.88%. Net 
earnings per share of common stock outstanding at year-end were 
$3.39, compared with an earning of $3.90 in 1957 and $4.18 in 
1956. 

The need for more satisfactory earnings is apparent. In August 
LT&T filed an application with the State Railway Commission seek- 
ing additional revenue to halt the downward trend of return on 
‘ts investment. The company’s last rate increase was granted 
in 1953. 

In 1957, LT&T became the first Nebraska company to provide 
direct distance dialing (DDD) when this service was initiated at 
Beatrice and three other exchanges in that vicinity. In 1958 DDD 
was added to 14 more exchanges in the Wahoo and David City 
areas. Customers at the several DDD exchanges can dial direct to 
some 275,000 telephones in southeast Nebraska. Installations of 
similar service are now in progress at Auburn and Hebron. 

In 1958 we began our first use of microwave radio relay for the 
transmission of long distance messages. The new system connects 
Lincoln, Wahoo and David City. A 265-foot tower near Brainard 
serves as the intermediate point for message transmission. 

Gross additions to plant in 1958 amounted to $6,166,061. The 
cost of total plant in service at the end of the year was $45,041,427; 
which is more than double the investment of eight years ago. In 
this eight-year period the average cost of plant in service per tele- 
phone rose from $207 to $315. 

The company’s growth and modernization program has been 
financed in recent years through the sale of bonds, common stock, 
retained earnings, temporary bank loans, and_ funds obtained 
through depreciation charges. The number of shareowners increased 
in 1958. LT&T now has 2,837 holders of its preferred stock and 
2,878 holders of its common stock. 

And this is the story of LT&T in 1958. We may take pride in 
many of the records established during a year when a recession of 
national scope was in progress. Business in our territory was sus- 
tained by many factors, not the least of which was a record crop 
production that exceeded the previous peak by 19%. It may well 
be that the old days of adverse crop conditions will never be able 
to repeat their former devastations in our territory, now that con- 
servation practices and irrigation are so widespread and the under- 
ground water supply appears ample to meet the challenge of a 
prolonged drought. 

Thus the future holds promise of a growing need for our skills 
and services. The company and its employees must be fully pre- 
pared to supply all such requirements and to keep abreast with 
the industry’s technological advancements. 
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“By December 31, Lt&T’s new general office building at 15th and M had 
reached its final skeletal form, and stood huge and imposing against 


Lincoln’s skyline. 
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Stepped-up activity in employee sales resulted in a favorable 


record 
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The exchanges at Wahoo and David City were converted to dial operation 
in their new buildings, with a microwave radio relay system established to 
handle their long distance messages. This view shows the Wahoo commercial 
office at Open House. 


A new garage building at 21st & L, Lincoln, was completed and put 
to use for motor vehicle maintenance, repair and storage. 
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Lincoln Traffic Split 


Two-For-One 


Growing Work-load Brings 
Establishment of Unit-Two 


If one were to choose a historic 
hour—a time to mark the beginning of 
a new era and the end of an old—seven 
o'clock on Sunday morning would 
hardly qualify if it were intended that 
the event be accompanied by much 
pomp and ceremony. 


It was for the very reason that most 
of the city would still be asleep that 
this hour was selected for the estab- 
lishment of Unit-Two of Lincoln Traf- 
fic. The changeover was officially made 
Sunday, February 15, at 7 a.m. when 
Mary Emerson and Cecile Morehead 
took their stations at the new sections 
of the local information board and re- 
ceived the first calls that were shuttled 
through it. 

Unit-Two is a break-off from Lincoln 
Traffic and moves to newly prepared 
quarters adjoining the toll operating 
room on the third floor at 15th and M. 
It will carry with it the boards and 
equipment for operating several spe- 
cial services. First to be set into opera- 
tion was the information board which is 
still in the process of moving. The dial 
assistance (SATT identification) sec- 
tion and the company PBX boards will 
also become part of Unit-Two in the 
near future. 


L. W. Cleveland, general traffic su- 
perintendent, announced the appoint- 
ment of Myra Metcalf, former travel- 
ing instructor, as chief operator of 
Unit-Two. In this position she joins 
Melba Richards, chief operator of 
Unit-One, as a member of the generai 
traffic staff. 


Miss Metcalf is eminently qualified 
for the position by training and nearly 
a quarter-century’s experience which, 
strangely, has never included a position 
of less stature than that of chief op- 
erator. She was employed as CO- 
cashier at the Dunbar exchange in May 
1934. She moved to similar positions at 
Talmage in March 1936, Friend in Oc- 
tober 1937 and Wymore in July 1939. 
She went to David City as chief opera- 
tor in September 1940 and to York in 


February 1942. In October 1943 she 
came to General Traffic as traveling in- 
structor, the position she relinquished 
to assume her new duties. 


Miss Metcalf’s abilities for leader- 
ship are also evident in other activi- 
ties, and in 1956 were rewarded by the 
singular honor of election as president 
of the Frank H. Woods pioneer chapter. 
As the first and only lady president in 
the chapter’s history, she served a term 
that was marked by a fine membership 
growth and other crowning achieve- 
ments. 


Unit-Two is a product of growth— 
both past and projected—in the usage 
of long distance and in the service re- 
quirements being heaped on Lincoln 
Traffic as it becomes the toll outlet for 
more and more exchanges. Operation 
of the department’s functions are be- 
coming more specialized because of the 
many and varied types of service it 
must furnish in increasing abundance. 


5 a 
Myra Metcalf, chief operator, Unit-Two. 
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Unit-Two in its first days of operation. Uninterrupted information service 
was maintained by moving the board, a section at a time, from one location 
to the other. 


The demand on the information board, 
for example, had already reached its 
capacity to serve and with toll operat- 
ing facilities for other exchanges being 
terminated at Lincoln, the need grows 
in dialing assistance and other services. 

But the toll board also needs to ex- 
pand and it may not be long before 
space in the operating room will be at 
a premium. Training procedures need 
revising, too, so that students can re- 
ceive specialized instruction in certain 
phases of operation. 

So the time was ripe for a separation. 
Operation of two units would not have 
been economical in the past, but now 
there is no doubt that the move will 
be beneficial from the double stand- 
point of economy and service. _ 

Initial plans call for an equipment 
layout in Unit-Two of 16 positions of 
local information, four positions of 
SATT identification and two positions 
of company PBX. In the foreseeable fu- 
ture eight more positions of informa- 
tion will be added and provision is be- 
ing made for its ultimate expansion to 
36 positions. 

An additional load will descend on 
the PBX board with the move of the 
general offices to the new building and 
the elimination of the business office 
PBX. Future plans also include at- 
tending company’s mobile radio “‘party 
line.” 

The two units of Lincoln Traffic will 
operate as separate sections, each with 
its own personnel and administrative 
functions. For the present, at least, the 
two forces will make use of common 
facilities in the lounge, locker rooms 
and snack bar. 

The initial force to accomplish the 
establishment of Unit-Two is composed 
of volunteers from the regular person- 
nel of Lincoln Traffic. It has 31 mem- 
bers at the present writing, including 
four service assistants—Dorothy Graf- 
ton, Wilma Drake, Ruth Goepfert and 
Bernadine Thompson. Rita Vyhlidal 
and Donna Martin are now in training 
for an SA rating in the new unit. 
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“Hanies of the prize winners were drawn from the sales bowls by a 
quartette of Lincoln Commercial girls. From left: Shirley Plautz, Virginia 
Wurtz, Sharon Jewett and Sheila Schabacker. 


1959—Year of Opportunity 
in Employee Sales 


The big sales push is on. The first two months of 1959 
finds 145 names already inscribed on the employee sales roll 
for a nice record of 577 service requests, 691 sales completed 
and $14,853 in annual gross revenue. : 

And four happy fellows now have tangible proof that no 
one was fooling when it was announced that there would 
be monthly prizes presented to the lucky participant in 
EACH district instead of only one for the entire company 


ranks. 
The prizes were presented the first week in March, as 


Bill Quinn and Loran Powell scurried about the territory, 
braving distances and storms to get picture coverage of the 
events for the News. . 

Some of the leading sales recorded in the first two months 
were: 207 colored sets; 90 residence service; 89 Koil Kords; 
73 residence extensions; 45 Ericofons; 35 business extensions 
and 28 regrades to R-1 service. 

Extension development is the keynote of the year. The 
1959 goal is based on a 10% increase over extensions in serv- 
ice December 31, 1958. The following table gives the stand- 


ings of areas as of February 28. 


Extension Development — January | to February 28 


Sos 


A pen set for his new desk and office was delivered to Harvey Armagost, 
area manager at David City, as the eastern district prize. Here he receives 
it from Bill Quinn, sales supervisor. 


The southern district winner was Paul Guelker, Beatrice Plant. The 
electric toaster is being presented by Leland Hodge, Beatrice wire chief, 
at left. 


se 


D. E. Webb, Hastings Plant, won the western district prize—good for 
his fishin’ pians. From left: Ed Fiowerday, Hank Wentink, Mr. Webb and 


Area Net Gain 1959 Goal % Goal Bill Quinn. 
TECUMSEH  .u--e----eeceeeneeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeee sees 1] 17 64.7 
SUttON ....------ enn enn nn nre en ee rere n necro nee nnnensecee 8 18 44.4 
Crete ..------------eneneee een r rece rrnreret eee eee 15 35 42.8 
HEDrOn  ...w-en-nceennecnneceencceecceereeeeseseneetees 2 15 43:0 
Stromsburg . ...----------eececceeeeeee eee eeeeeeeeeee 8 24 33.3 
GONCVC oe ceeecncececeecececscecerereececeneceeereseeces rs 23 30.4 
LAFB  .ucaneeenensceneconnceerecec ever eceeene seen eenes 15 58 25.8 
Pawnee City ......------:----ceee--see ences eee enenes 4 17 2200 
Nebraska City ......----------see2e-seeeer reese im 58 18.9 
Weshe 20h: cpciavnetunanteesssanetssrncecixansaestsreseaees 9 52 17.3 . 
HHOStINGS  .-2-----noneeessneseneessececesnereseeersees 27 170 15.8 - 
CRECHR RICE cock thcee stile cones cha tenant Lo 95 15.7 s 
Seidl) ones doncdsieemuaseduaa ci cnawaeauduemirececunes 6 39 15.3 
Bal. of Cant. DIST). nccctis-acitnise i sas Z 14 14,2 
Deel CY ces oieeneeetenn can 3 22 13.6 
LEMON -2 22... eeceneee nec cen once sceesencenonwnesoes 127 1245 10.2 . 
PIGTESTIQUEN: -ccccisvinevesenvexetennccepivewsaccnnaes a 39 7.6 vie! s 
AUDUIIN  ......nnenecenescereceec ences ceencenenceceen mene 2 27 7.4 | an Nee = Nei 
Superior ..... ia a eat ean nani i 23 4.3 i a a 
Wabioo Pein gh Saab aepniasiNneoianiA mat Nee smiba digs 2 51 3.9 ae XK =. Ce #8 
PIGUET saneaiensons SERN REITER ORAOT ema n l 35 2.8 Another fishing rod and reel went to R. L. (Curley) Wilson of Lincoln 
aaa nematic —— Plant, winner of the central district prize. From left: Byron Pattison, Mr. 
Total Company 282 2077 13.5 Quinn, Mr. Wilson and Charles Meshier. 
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Frontier Airlines building at Beatrice Municipal 
distribution wire entering the airlines building. 


This 16-pair rural distribution wire provides service 
to Frontier Airlines, Beatrice Municipal Airport, 
and the Natural Gas Pipeline Company. Terminal 
shown is splice point in the R.D. wire lead. Lowest 
crossarm of wires is in the process of being re- 
moved. 


Nebraska’s air service recently received a new impetus 
with the expansion of Frontier Airlines facilities to include 
additional communities in the state, many of which never 
had any kind of air service before. 

The area, which covers over ten states, represents a 70 
percent expansion of the new company. This expansion is 
claimed to put Nebraska in the lead over the rest of the 
country with respect to local feeder air service. Frontier 
Airlines has 362 persons per route mile in its service area. 
This contrasts with a national feeder average of 2,700 persons 
per route mile. However, the greater distances between 
towns, the isolated nature of the communities served, the 
sparse population, and the limitations of other modes of 
transportation actually give Frontier’s system an advantage 
over the national air lines with their higher route mile 
density. 

In the LT&T territory, Beatrice, Hastings, and Lincoln 
are the feeder points. As shown on the map, the route 
through Beatrice is between Lincoln and Kansas City, while 
Hastings is on the southern route that includes Lincoln, 
Kearney, McCook, Imperial, Sidney, all in Nebraska, and 
Sterling and Denver in Colorado. 

Like other airlines, Frontier is dependent on telephone 
companies in its area to provide several kinds of communi- 
cations. Aside from business telephones for customer con- 
tacts, it needs teletypewriter service for weather reports and 
a means for the airplane pilots to communicate with VOR 
points. In the latter case, the municipal airport at Beatrice 
has a four-wire, full-period circuit terminated in its quar- 
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Routes of Frontier Airlines 


New Airline Service Expands 


To Include Communities 


in LT&T-land 


By J. S. Reed 


ters. This circuit enables the pilots to communicate with the 
State Bureau of Aeronautics VOR facility at Union Airport 
in Lincoln for their flying position or fix and for weather 
reports as necessary. 


The furnishing of the communication lines to the Frontier 
Airport posed a special problem for LT&T. The Lincoln- 
Beatrice toll lead on which the circuits to the airport are 
carried already had four crossarms of wires in use. Addi- 
tional circuits were also needed for the Beatrice Municipal 
Airport and for the Natural Gas Pipeline Company’s sta- 
tion one mile north of the airport. This problem was solved 
by the installation of a 16-pair rural distribution wire fa- 
cility to replace the lowest crossarm of wires. 


Except for the greater number of pairs used, the 16-pair 
rural distribution wire is practically the same as the standard 
6-pair wire facility that has been in successful use in the 
LT&T area for several years. The length of this 16-pair dis- 
tribution wire is a little over one mile. It is strung directly 
into the airport building and terminates in protected type 
terminals. 


Initially the fill is nine circuits, with seven used for the 
various connections at the airport and two for the pipeline 
company’s circuits. The remaining pairs constitute a reserve 
for future plant replacement and growth. 


At Hastings, LT&T also furnishes a full period circuit, 
plus B-1 service and teletypewriter circuits for the Frontier 
Airlines airport. These come over pairs in a previously in- 
stalled buried cable. 
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Lavina |. McElroy, cashier at Wilber. 
The menfolk at Friend. From left: John 
E. Turner, Richard Potter, Raymond 
Johnson, manager. 

Elizabeth Johnson, chief operator, Crete, 
and Darlene Acord, operator. 

Hotilda A. Eurich, cashier at Friend. 
Charles J. Novak, area manager at 
Crete, greets an office visitor—Walter 
F. Roberts, personne! director. 

The men of the area get together for a 
safety meeting. From left: Raymond 
Johnson, John Swanson, C. J. Novak, 
C. H. Kermoade, Richard Potter, John 
Turner, Lester Burch, Harvey Robinson, 
Berl Strayer. 

Loretta Mcllnay, cashier, and Ethel Park, 
clerk at Crete. 

Wilber plant men, Harvey A. Robinson 
and Bobby Miller, with Charles H. Ker- 
moade, manager. 

Valerie Biedeck, Jean Chase and Betty 
Steele, service assistant, of Crete Traffic. 
More Crete Traffic folk: Velma A. Fikar, 
Freda M. Keller and Bertha Duba. 
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Bankers Life’s new home office building at Cotner and O streets, Lincoln. 


A Next-door Neighbor Takes its Leave 


We’ve said Good-bye to an old and favorite neighbor, but 
the leave-taking contains no note of sadness. The LT&T 
general offices, themselves, are not long for the old loca- 
tion and, besides, the separation is the result of growing up, 
with both organizations getting too big for their former 
shells. 

The neighbor is the Bankers Life Insurance Company. 
Back in 1910 the Bankers Life built its general office struc- 
ture across the alley north from the little Automatic Tele- 
phone Company’s first home, which had been erected in 1903. 


LT&T already had enlarged its original two-story building 
with an addition to the west, erected in 1909, and in 1912 
built a three-story general office addition to the south. 
Another floor was added to this in 1926 when the block- 
long row of buildings assumed their present form. The two 
firms have lived, as good neighbors should, in cross-the- 
alley harmony during all these years. 


The new home of Bankers Life is located on a 12-acre 
tract in a rapidly expanding section of east Lincoln. The 
move to the new building was made February 6 to 9. It 
is the company’s fourth home office in its 72-year history 
and was constructed with a view toward maximum effi- 
ciency and future expansion. The use of selected materials 
require little maintenance and no painting—large expanses 
of ceramic tile, terrazo floors, heat absorbing glass, movable 
walls, changeable fixtures and complete flexibility of heat- 


ing, lighting and communications facilities all work toward 
achieving these goals. 


In the field of communications, of course, we were called 
upon to ply our trade and the men involved, from beginning 
to end of the project, are right proud of the telephone sys- 
tem that evolved from their efforts. It is an Automatic Elec- 
tric three-digit dialing unit, equipped for 160 stations with 
112 stations and 34 extensions presently in use. The magni- 
tude of the installation and the huge size of the building are 
reflected in the statistics for inside wire used; there being 
30,000 feet pulled in on the first floor, 22,000 feet on the 
second floor and 10,000 feet in the basement. To this is added 
1,500 feet of cable, with a 100-pair underground cable en- 
trance to the building. 


Among the special telephone facilities involved are a 
hands-free telephone, 6-K lamp and key units, six line secre- 
tarial answering keys and a number of two-line sets. Roy 
Brendle and Charles Arnold, service engineers, worked 
closely with the insurance company officials in designing 
facilities to fill their needs. 

Several members of Lincoln Plant drew long assignments 
at the new building. Russell White, Verald Spears and Wal- 
lace Gake were mainly concerned with the installation of 
the PABX equipment; and Ray Slote, Lyle Higgins and Don 
Utterson with the inside wiring work. R. W. Blackford, 
equipment foreman, was in general charge of the installation. 


Good neighbors for nearly a half century. In the foreground is the former Bankers Life main office Russell M. White, installer-repairman PBX, gives a 
at 14th and N. Behind it are the two buildings which have served LT&T as general offices. The first final look at part of the Bankers Life PABX 


was erected in 1903, the other in 1912, with its fourth story added in 1926. 


equipment as it was readied for service. 
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L. W. Winscot 
David City 
40 Years 


Opal Allison 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Frances Erwin 
Fairbury 
20 Years 


Zelda Edwards 
Wymore 
10 Years 


H. S. Knudson P. A. Wilkinson Ww. F. Grant 
Lincoln Lincoln Lincoin 
40 Years 30 Years 25 Years 


service anniversaries 


In. March 


43 YEARS H. G. Peachman, Lincoln. 

A2 YEARS Elsie Andrews, Lincoln. 

A1 YEARS L. G. Saunders, Lincoln. 

AO YEARS H. S. Knudson, Lincoln; L. W. 
Winscot, David City. 

39 YEARS F. J. Bettenhausen, Lincoln. 

38 YEARS Frank Nevitt, Beatrice. 

37 YEARS L. C. Williams, Stromsburg. 

36 YEARS H. W. Cane, Lincoln. 

32 YEARS Mina Jorgensen, Lincoln; Vivian 
Kinghorn, Auburn. 

31 YEARS H.W. Stroup, Lincoln. 

30 YEARS P. A. Wilkinson, Lincoln. 

29 YEARS Alice Peters, York. 

28 YEARS L. T. Piper, York. 

25 YEARS W. F. Grant, Lincoln; J. H. Ro- 
land, Crete. 

21 YEARS Irene Smalldon, Fairbury. 

20 YEARS Opal Allison, Juanita Schleif, Lin- 
coln; Frances Erwin, Fairbury. 

18 YEARS Dea Hays, York; Dorothea Heck- 
man, Lincoln. 

17 YEARS Wilhelmine Sanmann, York; A. E. 
Stansbury, Lincoln. 

16 YEARS Lola Hetherington, Lincoln; An- 
nabelle Stocker, Fairbury. 

15 YEARS Anna Menninga, Beatrice. 


G. W. Heikes J. A. Krhounek 
Beatrice Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 


{4 YEARS Lulu Brockie, Wymore. 

13 YEARS Bertha Andersen, Superior: Betty 
Beebe, Osceola; R. M. Hromadka, Hastings; 
Marguerite Ienn, York; M. F. Jenkins, Lin- 
coln; Kathryn Widick, Beatrice. 

12 YEARS Jean Baker, Christine Ford, R. C. 
Hawkins, Chris Lyberis, Lincoln; W. W. Har- 
rington, Tecumseh. 

11 YEARS Eunice Applegate, Weeping Wa- 
ter: Ruth Corter, Beatrice; H. W. Robinette, 
V. P. Spears, Lincoln; Betty Steele, Crete: 
Elaine Teten, Nebraska City. 

10 YEARS Zelda Edwards, Wymore; G. W. 
Heikes, Beatrice; J. A. Krhounek, Deloris 
Stengel, K. E. Versaw, D. E. Williams, Lin- 
coln. 

8 YEARS Dorothy Appleman, Blanche Buel, 
1. £. Drake, L. J. Powell, Lincoln; F. H. 
Aivanette, Jt. Hastings; D._L. McCoy, Te- 
cumseh. 

7 YEARS D. M. Bollman, Superior; L. A. 
Connealy, R. H. Greb, M. O. Ifland, R. N. 
McDowell, Lincoln; Irene Thies, Tecumseh: 
Rosalie Witkowski, Beatrice. 

6 YEARS Elaine Kershner, Hastings; June 
Schessler, Lincoln. 

5 YEARS LaVetta Dunn, Superior; R. E. 


King, Lincoln. 


D. E. Williams 
Lincoln Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 


Deloris Stengel 
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J. H. Roland 
Crete 
25 Years 


Juanita Schleif 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Anna Menninga 
Beatrice 
15 Years 


K. E. Versaw 
Lincoln 
10 Years 
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We saw this idea in the Southern New England Bell’s ‘‘Bulletin’’ and wondered 

| e | if it would apply to the ladies of LT&T. Men have always been curious about the mysterious 

@ @ @ Wh | articles carried in women’s handbags, and as the size of the bag increased, no doubt 
@ | S in t ose han aqags man’s curiosity increased with it. So our photographer lay in wait at the outer door one 

° day and accosted the three ladies with the largest purses. To each he made the shocking 

. request that they deposit its uncensored contents on a sheet of white cardboard beneath 
© the camera. The ladies, being good girl scouts, compiled without undue protest. The 
~ 4 


resultant photographs open up a new and exotic world to most of our male contingent. 
Our thanks to Marie, Myrtle and Myra for their co-operation. We hope their twisted 


arms are back in working order. 
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Marie Vidlock, Accounting 
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Myrtle Henline, Lincolh Commercial 
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Myra Metcalf, Lincoln Traffic, Unit-Two 
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Invest in America 


Fellow Capitalists—Yes, we’re talk- 
ing to you. When did you first become 
a capitalist? Remember that first sav- 
ings account? It could have been in 
grammar school, high school, or when 
you took your first job. That’s the way 
most of us became capitalists. 


Some years later we paid our first 
premium on an insurance policy. It 
may have been for your automobile, 
hospitalization, or life insurance. At 
the same time there were some who 
were purchasing savings bonds—or did 
they call them war bonds? We became 
capitalists that way, too. 


Our next capital investment was 
probably the biggest many of us ever 
made .. . the purchase of a home. 
Some of you may still be contemplat- 
ing this move. Others may have even 
broader programs which include the 
ownership of securities. Whatever the 
scope of our individual programs, we 
are all capitalists who started programs 
for purposes of personal gain. Yet, the 
gains have been shared by all of us. 
Your investments have created jobs 
for others. Others’ investments help 
secure your job. We are sharing the 
profits of each other’s labors and con- 
tributing to mutual benefits at the 
same time. While we enjoy the privi- 
leges and profits of competitive enter- 
prise, we carry out our obligations to 
the economy as well. The more we par- 
ticipate the more we prosper. 


Money at work makes more dollars 
and sense! 


Moorhead Turns Teacher 


Elmer A. Moorhead, Clay Center 
manager, who won his bars as a first- 
aid instructor last year, has begun a 
series of six first aid classes to be con- 
ducted at Fairfield. The classes are 
sponsored by the Fairfield fire de- 
partment and are being well received 
In attendance and enthusiasm. The first 
was held February 17. 
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Our Cover 


Mother goes on a shopping spree. Dad 
makes a trip to the florist. Children 
channel their energies into painting and 
dyeing eggs. These are some of the 
Easter preparations found the world 
over, though the origin of these rituals 
has been blurred by the overlapping 
centuries. 

Mankind builds on the rich history of 
its past, and often the beauty of the 
customs outlives the very civilizations 
that created them. 

Certainly Easter is rooted deeply in 
ancient religious tradition. But many 
of the rites and customs of the Teutonic 
tribes of central Europe were incorpor- 
ated by the early church in this Chris- 
tian feast day. The very derivation of 


Mrs. Ross is Who 


Robert T. Ross, Revenue Accounting, 
whose life has been marked by diversi- 
fied achievements, found he must share 
honors with the lady of the house when 
she was listed, along with two other 
Lincoln women, in Who’s Who of 
American Women. 


The big register is published by the 
same firm that edits the famous 
Who’s Who in America, which lists the 
captains of industry, arts and sciences. 
Mrs. Ross appears in a book devoted 
exclusively to women who have made 
their mark in various fields. Barbara 
is listed as a painter who has exhibited 
her work at the World’s Fair at New 
York in 1939, San Francisco Museum in 
1944, Pasadena Art Institute in 1946, 
Carnegie Institute, Walker Art Center, 
University of Nebraska and a one- 
man show at Joslyn. She has served as 
president of the Lincoln Artists Guild. 
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the word “Easter” has its stem in an- 
cient folklore, coming from “Eostre’, 
the Anglo-Saxon goddess of spring. 

Mother, in supplementing her millin- 
ery, pays homage to an ancient super- 
stition declaring misfortune on those 
not wearing some new item of apparel 
to symbolize the message of new life at 
Eastertide. 

Dad’s trip to the florist marks the 
event when the English Puritans of 
America finally relented in their re- 
fusal to celebrate Easter and began be- 
decking their churches with a profusion 
of flowers that usually included the 
lily. 

The children, in coloring eggs, follow 
a tradition that predates the birth of 
Christ. The ancient Egyptians and Per- 
sians colored eggs during their spring 
festival and regarded eggs as a symbol 
of fertility and renewed life. 

The Easter-rabbit also comes from 
the Egyptians, who drew a parallel 
between this animal and the moon. 
Both were “the open-eyed watchers of 
the sky.” The lamb, an emblem of in- 
nocence, is especially united with 
Christ and the Easter season and appar- 
ently descends in this connection from 
the Passover lamb of the Hebrews. 

Why do such rituals persist long after 
their origins flicker dimly in the mem- 
ory of modern man? Perhaps part of 
the answer can be found in the basic 
needs of man for such traditions. For 
within us is woven a heritage—apart 
from religious significance—that offers 
a fanciful and dramatic respite from 
the routine of everyday living. 

Such is the story of our March cover, 
a symbolic greeting card to each and 
every reader of the News for a happy, 
joyous Easter. 
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There once was a man who berated 
His money was all dissipated. 

One day he found out 

What the Co-Op’s about 

And his savings are now automated. 


Your money is saved before you 

spend it through convenient auto- 

matic deductions when you save 
through your 


Employees Co-operative Credit 
Association 


Bowling 
In 


February 


The boys had their shootin’ eye 
peeled during a hectic month as the 
season approached the time for the 
“stretch run.” The Construction team, 
leaders of the Lincoln league, took the 
lid off February 4 when they amassed 
the highest total on record in their eve- 
ning’s work. Their mark of 2809 repre- 
sented three games all over the 900 fig- 
ure. On that night Elmer Dougherty 
registered a 645 while Jim Ehlers rolled 
a 243 game and a 618 series. During the 
same week Harlan Gillespie of Beatrice 
rolled the highest single game for the 
season—a 254 whopper. On February 
18, Merle Lohmeier, rolling as a substi- 
tute in his second appearance of the 
season, fired a 611 series. 

Sadly, the month didn’t smile upon 
the efforts of the girls and no outstand- 
ing games or series were reported from 
their ranks. 


Tournament Dates Set 


The time and place for the company- 
wide bowling tournaments have been 
nailed down. Both affairs will be held 
at the Hollywood Bowl at 48th & W 
with the men appearing on the lanes 
Sunday, April 5, in an all-day session 
with the ladies taking over Sunday, 
May 3. It is expected that both tourna- 
ments will set new records for attend- 
ance and wide-spread representation. 

The men’s compet will be closed to all 
except employees, either active or re- 
tired. Entry fees are established at 
$2.25 for each of the three events—sin- 
gles, doubles or team—with $1.00 addi- 
tional to be eligible for all-events 
prizes. Traveling trophies are awarded 
to winners in the four categories. 

The company will be host at a dinner 
to be served at Hollywood Bow! follow- 
ing the exertions of the day. 

The ladies’ tournament is open to em- 
ployees, employees’ wives and daugh- 
ters. It, too, will be climaxed with a 
dinner at the lanes following the day of 
competition. A letter containing the 
rules and an entry blank will be sent to 
prospective entrants during the week 
of March 23. 


Promotion for Fischer 


John Fischer, formerly of Lincoln 
Plant and now with the General Tele- 
phone Company of Wisconsin, has been 
promoted from group plant leader to 
district plant supervisor with offices at 
Minocqua, Wisconsin. 


Rafe Increase Granted 


The Nebraska Railway Commission 
on February 13 gave its authorization 
for an increase in LT&T main exchange 
service rates to produce an additional 
$886,558 in annual gross revenue. This 
represents only about 40% of the in- 
crease requested by the company. The 
application was filed August 11 and 
hearings were held September 23-25 
and October 30. 


According to the findings of the Com- 
mission, the new increase would pro- 
duce $353,832 in additional annual net 
earnings which, it said, would result in 
a rate of 4.18% on the fair value of 
plant plus working capital; and a 5.85% 
return on the cost of plant less deprec- 
iation. 

The need for a substantial increase 
in revenues was evidenced by the testi- 
mony presented at the hearings and the 
amount sought by the company was the 
minimum required to continue its 
course in providing good and modern 
service to its subscribers. While the 
authorized increase does give partial 
52% of the net earnings will be paid in 
Federal income taxes. Merle M. Hale, 
vice president, made this comment for 
publication: 


“We are definitely disappointed that 
the full amount of the requested in- 
crease was not granted because we 
asked for no more than was absolutely 
necessary in view of operating condi- 
tions and needs. Present rates were 
established 5% years ago and since then 
we have had six general wage in- 
creases, and taxes and other operating 
expenses have gone up sharply. Also, 
to keep ahead of service demands and 
improvements, we have had to add $16,- 
451,288 to plant and equipment. This is 
an increase of 63.7%. Further substan- 
tial additions are necessary and money 
for this must come from the sale of the 
company’s bonds and stock. Investors 
will continue to put their savings in the 
company’s securities only if we are per- 
mitted to earn a reasonable return on 
our investment. 

“We consider the additional revenue 
authorized by the Commission as en- 
tirely inadequate for these needs. The 
effect of the order will be studied and a 
decision made as to further action the 
company may deem necessary.” 


Meanwhile, pursuant to the Commis- 
sion’s order, the company prepared and 
submitted a schedule of rates designed 
to produce the $886,558 in additional 
annual revenue based on the stations 
in service as of June 30, 1958. The 
schedule was examined by the Commis- 
sion and found to conform to its order. 
The new rates were approved in a sub- 
sequent Commission order entered Feb- 
ruary 23 and became effective Febru- 
ary 26. 
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The increase is spread throughout the 
eight separate groupings of exchanges 
which are designated Groups A to H, 
according to the number of subscribers 
served or added services provided. A 
one-party business telephone in the 
smallest exchanges (Group A) is now 
$7.15 per month; in Lincoln (Group H) 
the monthly rental is $14.15. One-party 
residence rates in Group A are $3.50 
and in Group H, $5.25. New rates for 
other grades of service vary accord- 


ingly. 


Gold Key to Sherman 


Mer! Sherman, Hastings Commercial, 
was the recipient of the Gold Key 
award of the Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce at the annual Bosses Night Ban- 
quet of the organization at Hastings, 
February 24. The key is given for out- 
standing work in civic and community 
affairs and is the highest award that 
can be given a member by a local chap- 
ter. Guest speaker at the banquet was 
Bill Quinn, sales supervisor of Lincoln, 
whose subject was “Young Men of 
Action.” 


Building Progress -- February 


Outwardly, our new general office building did 
not change to a merked degree during February. 
Part of the hanging scaffold has been disas- 
sembled and moved to the east face of the main 
section and has begun its slow climb, as stone 
masons set the facing from within. The facing 
of the four-story addition had passed the third 
floor. Steel beams and girders for the roof were 
in place and part of the roof itself was being 
poured. Inside the building the carpenters were 
still busily erecting partitions, while other trades- 
men were keeping pace with plumbing, heating, 
ventilating, electrical work, etc. As the picture 
above was snapped on March 2, plasterers were 
Preparing to begin work on two of the upper 
floors and in the basement. 


Musselman Promofed 


Victor B. Musselman has been named 
outside plant engineer to succeed B. A. 
Isaman, recently promoted to planning 
supervisor. Mr. Musselman’s appoint- 
ment was made and announced by 
Roger K. Ghorm- 
ley, chief engineer, 
and became effec- 
tive February 16. 

Mr. Musselman 
finds little change 
of surroundings in 
his new position. 
Almost from _ the 
beginnig of his tele- 
Phone career, 
nearly 30 years ago, 
he has been iden- 
tified with outside plant records and 
projects. He was employed as a drafts- 
man in 1929 and soon began specializ- 
ing on plant extension maps. He worked 
for a number of years on the perpetual 
inventory record of pole lines and 
overhead plant and later became an en- 
gineering assistant in the outside plant 
section. He was promoted to engineer 
in 1954. 


For many years the outside plant sec- 
tion had but two or three employees. 
Now it has 18, including six in field en- 
gineering, two in plant record work, 
five in drafting and three in office en- 
gineering. This reflects the growing 
work load of the section which has in- 
creased rapidly in late years. With the 
removal of the cost engineering sec- 
tion to the treasurer’s department, the 
task of maintaining the perpetual in- 
ventory records became an added re- 
sponsibility of the outside plant section. 


Mr. Musselman is a member of the 
Engineering Club of Lincoln and of the 
Frank H. Woods Pioneer chapter. He 
is a past master of North Star Lodge 
227, AF&AM, and a member of the 
Scottish Rite. 


Death of Hazel Hagenbuck 


There would be no way of arriving 
at the number of women who have 
worked their turn at the several 
switchboards that have served Wahoo 
subscribers during the course of years 
from 1913 to 1954. But to these hun- 
dreds of former operators Hazel Hagen- 
buck no doubt is counted as a personal 
friend and favorite person. 


Hazel passed away at Wahoo, Febru- 
ary 13, at the age of 69. Her death came 
unexpectedly, as she apparently was re- 
covering nicely from an operation of a 
week before. 

Miss Hagenbuck spent her entire 
telephone career, aggregating nearly 30 
years of active employment, in Wahoo 
Traffic. She began in October 1913 as 


New Employees 


Accounting 
Lawrence Jones........ Clerk 
Barbara Lane ......._. Mach. Opr. ee 
Commercial 


Viola Shirley*(P.T.)..Clerk, Nebr. City 


Non-Functional 
Rae Jean Dever 


1 sete ene eee Clerk, Hastings .. 
Plant 
Lawrence Cook........ Swmn., Lincoln .. 


Sharon Ostrander....Svc. Opr., Lincoln 
Judith Strickler........ Svc. Opr., Lincoln 


Traffic 

Karen Alexander......Opr., Lincoln ...... 
Frances Bailey*........ Opr., Lincoln ...... 
Myrtie Bailey .......... Opr., Superior...... 
Katherine Benecke..Opr., Lincoln _.... 
Valerie Bielech ........ Opr., Crete.......... 
Phyllis Bourne.......... Opr., Lincoln ..... 
Carol Bradshaw........ Opr., Lincoln _..... 
Mary Conkling .....-.- Opr., Nebr. City-. 9 
Shirley Daugherty*..Opr., Lincoln... . 1-26 
Charlene Dickey 

20 iat oreo eee eee ODF. VON ince 2- 3 
Karen Fisher............Opr., Fairbury... ae 
Rosetta Gist -........... Ipr., Lincoln ...... 2-17 
Sandra Grebe (P.T.).-Opr., York .......... 2- 3 
Mary Gress.............. Opr., Nebr. City.. 2- 9 
Norma Hastriter......Opr., Lincoln ...... 2- 9 
Sharon Hedmond ....Opr., Lincoln ...... 2- 2 
Barbara Heinis........ Opr., Lincoln ...... 2-16 
Sharon Hemberger ..Opr., Lincoln ...... 2- 2 
Janice Kasparek...... Opr., Fairbury.....- 2- 9 
ponid Kobza:.c:...4... Opr., Lincoln ...... 2- 2 
Bonnie Lancaster ....Opr., Lincoln ...... 1-26 
Potricia Lée* c.wncas Opr., Lincoln ...... 2- 2 
Brenda Ligon .......... Opr., Lincoln ...... 2-16 
Sharron Lutzi-......... Opr., Lincoln ...... 2- 2 
Jane Marshall........-- Opr.,. Lincoln... 2-17 
Aletha Mason.........- Opr., Lincoln ...... 2- 9 
Judith Schuster........ Opr., Lincoln ...-.. 1-26 
Dixie Sedden............ Opt, Lincoln s2.. 2- 9 
Janice Sheldon ........ Opr., Lincoln... 2- 2 
Melba Sibert............ Opr., Superior...... 2- 2 
Connie Weber.........- Opr.,. ‘Lincoln =... 2- 9 


* Re-employed 


a student operator and once, in those 
early times, served as chief operator 
for more than a year. Several breaks 
in her service record occurred until 
August 1927 when she was re-employed 
as assistant chief operator, and from 
that date until her retirement in No- 
vember 1954 her service was con- 
tinuous. 


Miss Hagenbuck is best remembered 
by many LT&T folk for her ability as 
a leader in group entertainment. Often 
she saved a dying party by stepping 
forth to rekindle fading spirits and en- 
tice everyone to enter full-heartedly 
into her repertoire of games and con- 
tests. She was called upon several 
times to lead the social activities of the 
company and of the women’s division of 
the Pioneer chapter. 
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Happy Birthday To You 


“Beware the ides of March,” they told Julius 
Caesar. Watch out for Friday the 13th. Don’t let 
black cats cross your path. Don’t walk under 
ladders. All these bits of good advice went beg- 
ging as three members of the Lincoln switchroom 


force took a stroll on their joint birthday, Friday, 
March 13. As they passed the general office build- 
ing they ran headlong into the company photog- 
rapher who lay in wait with his camera and props. 


The birthday celebrants, from left: Ron Over- 
man, Elmer Travis and Bob Turner. 


Effie Smith Dies 


Effie E. Smith, 72, former Tecumseh 
chief operator, died in that city at the 
Johnson County Hospital, February 18. 
She retired from active service because 
of ill health about ten years ago. 


Nearly a half century has passed 
since Miss Smith first became identi- 
fied with telephone service at Tecum- 
seh. She joined the industry there in 
August 1909 as an operator for the 
Johnson County Home Telephone Com- 
pany, an Independent organization that 
was in competition for public favor and 
subscribers with a local Bell exchange. 
Both companies came into the LT&T 
fold in 1912 when their plants were 
purchased and consolidated. 

In June 1913, Miss Smith was named 
chief operator and continued in that 
position for the following 22 years. In 
June 1935 she transferred to the night 
operating force where she rounded out 
a remarkable record of nearly 40 years 
of service. She became ill early in the 
year 1948 and reluctantly found she 
could no longer continue her work. 


She entered the ranks of retired em- 
ployees a year later. 
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Funeral services were held February 
20 at St. Andrews Catholic Church at 
Tecumseh with interment in St. An- 
drews cemetery. 


We'll Say it Again 


There’s one story we telephone peo- 
ple ought to tell whenever we can 
find someone to listen. It is the story 
of an unjust burden—the 10% excise 
tax levied upon telephone service and 
paid by telephone users. 

The tax applies to both local and 
long distance service. It was initiated 
in its present form as a war-time meas- 
ure, partly to discourage excessive pub- 
lic use of the nation’s vital communl- 
cations system so that the important 
business of winning the war would not 
be hampered by jammed facilities. The 
war is long since over and still the levy 
persists as a deterrent to the full use of 
a prime utility. None of the other com- 
mon household utilities—gas, water and 
electricity—are so taxed. 


So the tax is discriminatory. And not 
only that; it is evasive, too. People 
think of it as a “luxury” tax, similar to 
those imposed on jewelry, furs, tobac- 
cos, liquors, etc. It is paid entirely by 
the telephone user. The company—at 
considerable expense to _ itself—acts 
only as an unpaid tax collector for the 
Government. 


The Bell and Independent segments 
of the telephone industry made a joint 
effort last year to convince the nation’s 
lawmakers of the injustices of this tax, 
but Congress failed to reduce or elimi- 
nate it at that time. 

And now the industry is greatly con- 
cerned with a movement that is under 
way to weld this “temporary” tax more 
deeply into the permanent tax struc- 
ture. 

It is planned to divert 40% of the 
telephone excise tax to individual states. 
Under the proposal each state would 
levy its own tax (up to 4%) on local 
telephone service while the Federal tax 
would drop to 6%. The two taxes would 
still amount to 10% on local service 
while the 10% tax on long distance 
service would remain. 

Should this happen, the industry 
fears that telephone users would fall 
under the yoke of a permanent “war- 
time” tax, solidly entrenched in the 
levies of all states where it would be 
ear-marked for the support of educa- 
tional grants and projects which, by 
right, should be contributed to by ALL 
the people, not just by telephone users. 

LT&T encourages its employees and 
subscribers to write to their congress- 
men and senators protesting the con- 
tinuance of the 10% war-time excise 
tax on the use of the telephone and to 
condemn the proposed plan of giving 
40% of the telephone tax to the indi- 
vidual states. 


It's the Trueth 
He that thinketh by the inch and 
talketh by the yard deserves a kicketh 
by the foot. 
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‘Step 35 For R. R. Guthrie 


R. R. (Mike) Guthrie, 6-8 Office foreman, observed the birthday of our first president with more 
than usual interest and ceremony. It so happened that February 22 also had a claim on Mike. It was 


his 35th service anniversary. 


Actually Mr. Guthrie would be approaching a larger milestone had not a health condition, in an 
earlier day, forced him from the job and climate for a period of about four years. He dates his initial 


employment from April 1920. 


As the anniversary date fell on a Sunday, C. B. Meshier, district plant manager, made the 
presentation of the 35-year jewel the day afterward. Gathered about, at picture-taking time, were 
a group of co-workers, identified from left as: W. M. Birdsley, R. B. Baer, D. R. Nielsen, Mr. Meshier, 
R. L. Neugebauer, Mr. Guthrie, A. R. Bridger, H. C. Smith. 


Headlines 


T. E. Longdon, who retired in 1957 as 
area manager at Fairbury, has been named 
to the city council of Fairbury, representing 
the fourth ward. In accepting the appoint- 
ment, Mr. Longdon was obliged to resign 
his post as chairman of the Museum Board. 

Among those missed in last month’s res- 
ume’ of our folk in civic, fraternal and re- 
ligious activities were the following: Frank F. 
Kubat, as commander of Palmyra Command- 
ery #27, Knights Templar at Superior, and 
James Bauer as a line officer in the same 
body. George Eggleston as vice president of 
the Auburn Rotary Ciub and a member of 
the board for the Chamber of Commerce. 
Myron Birdsley as secretary-treasurer for 
Sunday School and deacon of the Presbyter- 
ian Church at Auburn. Fenton Kipling, Au- 
burn Plant, as president of the Brownville 
Boat and Gun Club, with Harry Rogers as 
his vice president. Dean Hamilton Lincoln 
Commercial, as vice president, Bethany Lions 
Club. A. B. Waters on the board of directors 
of the Lancaster County Humane Society 
and on the executive committee of the t.in- 
coln Youth Project, the Youth Employment 
Service and the conventions committee for 
the Chamber of Commerce, and Waldo J. 
McDowell as a member of the board of 
governors for Lincoln Elks Lodge No. 80. 


Happiness Ahead 


Lorabelle Biltoft, Superior Traffic, and 
Edwin Novak were united in marriage Febru- 
ary 8 at the Methodist Church in Nora. 
They will live in Fort Worth, Texas, where 
Mr. Novak is stationed with the Air Force. 

The marriage of Roger W. Dehning, Cost 
Control, and Elnora Rohmeyer was _ sol- 
emnized at the East Lincoln Christian Church 
on February 6. 
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Joy Dobbs, Lincoln pensioner, and Mrs. 
R. O. Stake were married on March 17. The 
couple went south on a wedding trip. 

The marriage of Constance Pieper, York 
Traffic, and Carl Condon of Central City 
took place at the Methodist Church in 
York on February 15. 

Saturday, February 7, was the day chosen 
by Barbara Kaye Shirey, Accounting, and 
Joe Frank Colmer, formerly of Arkansas, for 
the exchange of wedding bands. 

Patricia Sperry, Hastings Traffic, and 
George Dahlsten were united in marriage 
February 3 in the Christian Church at Sutton. 

Juanita Waring, chief operator at Tecum- 
seh, became the bride of Charles Ettleman 
in a ceremony performed February 22 at the 
Presbyterian Church, Tecumseh. 


Blessed Events 


A son, Russell James, was born February 
3 to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ankersen. Robert 
is a combinationman at Beatrice. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Bosak of York are 
the proud parents of twin boys named Tom 
and Jerry. Pat is on leave of absence from 
Commercial and Jerry works in Construction. 

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Billy 
Egger on the birth of a son, Benjamin, on 
February 19. Lila is on leave from Lincoln 
Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Higgins are the proud 
parents of a son, Kelly Lyle, born February 
21. Lyle is employed in the wire chief's 
department, Lincoln. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Stahly announce the 
arrival of a girl, Patricia Rae, on February 
17. Arnold is employed in the toll equipment 
department, Lincoln. 

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Wilken welcomed a 
new son, Dennis Dean, into the family circle 
on February 16. Eleanor is on leave from 
Lincoln Traffic. 


: 


G. R. Clifford 


Commercial 


Georgene Duer, assignment clerk, Central 
Plant, to clerk, Lincoln. 

Phyllis Gates, service operator, Central 
Plant, to clerk, Lincoln. 

Donita Lindamood, machine operator, Ac- 
counting, to clerk, Lincoln. 


Cost Control 
R. V. Clifford. engineer, Engineering, to 
special studies supervisor. 
R. W. Dehning. draftsman, Engineering, 
to cost control clerk. 
L. R. Goodrich, draftsman, Engineering, to 
cost control clerk. 


Marian Lanning 


R. V. Clifford 


To New Assignments 


Marian Lanning, secretary, Engineering, to 
senior secretary. 

Donald Swanson, engineer, Engineering, to 
estimate supervisor. 

Engineering 

G. R. Clifford, draftsman to engineering 
assistant. 

Jerry Isaman, service representative, Lin- 
coln Commercial, to secretary. 


Planning 
K. G. Rising, draftsman, Engineering, to 
Planning. 
R. T. Wakeman, planning engineer, Engi- 
neering, to Planning. 


Bernadine Thompson Donald Swanson | 


& 


Plant 
Bob Barnett, driver-lineman, Construction, 
to combinationman, wire chief's office, Lin- 
coln. 
J. F. Dolezal, Jr., equipment repairman, 
Supply, to janitor, Lincoln. 
J. A. Jacobsen, shopman, Supply, to test- 
man, wire chief’s office, Lincoln. 
Mack Nickell, splicer, Construction, to 
combinationman, wire chief's office, Lincoln. 
D. R. Nielsen, splicer, Construction, to 
switchman, Lincoln. 
Traffic 
Bernadine Thompson, operator to service 
assistant, Lincoln. 


Hazel Takes a Bow 


Hazel Armstrong, Auburn Traffic, 
wasn’t aware she was building a monu- 
ment to good service as she deftly han- 
dled a series of long distance calls for a 
Peru subscriber. But she heard of it a 
few minutes later—and the company 
did, too. For C. A. Huck, the customer, 
called the chief to tell her how happy 
he was with the service and the man- 
ner in which it was given. He then 
sat down to pen a letter to the com- 
pany’s Auburn office which read in 
part: 


“T am taking a few minutes of your 
time to relay my thanks to your long 
distance operator who was on duty this 
morning ... It was necessary for me 
to place some emergency calls into 
Iowa. The splendid cooperation and ex- 
cellent service, along with her pleasant 
attitude, was everything one could ex- 
pect. If she is a fair example of the 
type of personnel you have on your em- 
ployment roster then I would say you 
have an excellent corps of workers, of 
whom you might well be proud... .” 

We, too, are grateful that the services 
our people are trained to perform are 
sometimes rewarded in this manner. 
We're also thankful for subscribers of 


Mr. Huck’s ilk who are thoughtful 
enough to make their compliments 
audible and as a matter of record. 


New COE, 2-5 Numbers 
For Brock 


The Brock exchange recorded an- 
other mark of progress February 17, 
when, at 10 a.m., a new switching unit 
was cut into service. The new 120-line 
board replaces one of 100-line capacity 
which was installed in 1946 when the 
conversion was made from manual to 
dial operation. 


The new board provides several im- 
proved operating facilities including 
full selective ringing on rural lines. All 
telephone numbers of the exchange 
have been changed to conform to the 
national toll-dialing pattern of two let- 
ters and five digits. A temporary di- 
rectory was distributed, listing the new 
numbers. 


The new equipment was installed in 
the same building that contained the 
old, except that a major architectural 
feat was accomplished to make the 
change possible. The building was split 
in two from top to bottom, and the two 
sections moved apart four feet. Extra 
siding was spliced into place to close 
the gap. The roof was reused through 
the expedient of widening it by reduc- 
ing its pitch. 

Extended service lines from Brock 
are timed automatically to discourage 
lengthy conversations. A warning tone 
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is imposed after four minutes of line 
use, followed by a constant tone one 
minute later. The exchange now serves 
160 telephones of which 77 are rural. 

Myron Birdsley, Auburn wire chief, 
with Jim Smith, Warren Drake and 
George Damon, attended the installa- 
tion of the COE. Jack Little, of Au- 
burn Plant, and a long-time resident of 
Brock, assisted at the cutover which 
was supervised by Dan Smith, district 
wire chief, and George Eggleston, Au- 
burn area manager. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by the Telephone Employees’ Mutual 
Benefit Association during February 1959: 

Primary Members....10 Claims.. $947.43 

Dependents ......-.--.- 21 Claims... 852.67 


$1,800.10 


Soldier of the Week 


Edward Volkmer, Nebraska City 
Plant, is basking in the reflected honors 
that came to his son, SP4 Edward Volk- 
mer, who was chosen Soldier of the 
Week in his outfit at Bussac, France. 
It was the second time he has received 
honors of merit of this type. Young 
Volkmer is a finance specialist in the 
depot office. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Mabel Lipskey, Associate Editor 


Plattsmouth Area 


by Thelma Tritsch 


E. A. Ernst, Area Manager, attended the 
District 38B Lions Cabinet Meeting. Mr Ernst 
is state vice-chairman of the Eye Bank Cor- 
poration. . RC. Humiston attended the 
Golden Gloves in Omaha February 21... - 
Mrs. Bernard Jackson, formerly Pearl Sutton, 
employee of LT&T before her marriage and 
also a sister of Grace Heigl, is visiting 1n 
Plattsmouth. She and her family have just 
returned from spending two years in Goose 
Bay, Labrador. She finds the weather quite 
mild down here. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


Shirley Niemann and Irene Mailand at- 
tended the Ice Capades in Lincoln. : 
Maurice Franklin and Bob Ross of Revenue 
Accounting visited the Seward office re- 
cently. Lola Langner is grandmother 
again, twin boys, Dick and Don in the home 
of the Dick Welshes in Grand Island. 
Bowling is a much talked about subject here. 
The team on which Lola Langner and Shirley 
Niemann bow! placed first in the Ladies City 
Tournament. Shirley and partner placed 
fourth in the doubles and Irene Mailand and 
partner placed second in the doubles. 


Wahoo Area 


by Leona Benal 


An evening entertainment was enjoyed PY 
Mae Meduna attending the showing of “South 
Pacific.” .. Peggy Davis and Mae Meduna 
celebrated their birthdays by enjoying a steak 
dinner at the One Oak in Lincoln. Helping 
them celebrate were Leona Benal and FIlor- 
ence Meduna, Mae’s sister. . . . Wahoo office 
is in full swing as it is directory time. W®& 
are happy to report that they are all in the 
mail at this writing. . . . Peggy Davis is at- 
tending the bowling tournament at Kearney- 
We are wishing her good luck and another 


The ladies of Fairbury Commercial: Carol Grum- 
mert and Lois McCord, clerks, and Mandane Reid, 
cashier. 


high series of 519 which she bowled re- 
cently at the Wahoo alleys with Leona follow- 
ing with 499. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen 


Measles have invaded the Nebraska City 
exchange. We mention no names, but wish all 
a speedy recovery . Gladys Parker and 
Edward Volkmer are both driving new cars 
to work these days. Elmer Bean of 
Seward and Ernie Barney of Lincoln are as- 
sisting in the installation of additional switch- 
board positions at our office. ... Edna Kom- 
ma and Viola Shirley attended the Ice Ca- 
pades in Lincoln. . . . The Parkers spent a 
few days at Onowa, Iowa. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
by Marcelene Behrends 


June Taylor enjoyed a visit from her 
brother, Capt. Edwin Bippes and family. Capt. 
Bippes is with the air force at Lake Charles, 
La. ...Kay Remmers and Betty Klaasmeyer 
and friends enjoyed a fish dinner at Rulo. 

. Hazel Armstrong and husband also en- 
joyed an evening at Rulo. . A/1C Paul 
Butler, Jr., a telephone installer with 
HEDRON-SEC, 3510th Air Base Group at 
Randolph Field, Texas, was honor man at the 
NCO Preparatory Academy by making the 
highest score in the class of 12. He is the son 
of Oakel Butler. Hazel Armstrong of 
Auburn Traffic and Dorothy Davis of Ne- 
braska City Traffic visited the Lincoln office. 


Beatrice Area 


by Katherine Menninga, Veronica Siske & 
Frank Fisher 


Traffic and Commercial girls enjoyed a 
covered dish dinner February 10 for Valen- 
tine’s Day. Bingo was played later in the 
evening and the prizes were donated by Rosa- 


lie Witkowski. ... Darlene Remmers, starting 
the vacation season, spent a week at home, 
and Ruth Corter did likewise. . . . Rex 


Montgomery and family attended the Ice 
Capades in Lincoln . . Bill Heikes and Don 
Gilmore attended the JayCees Convention in 
Grand Island. ... Fisherman Bill Eckles was 
proud of the six-pound channel cat he caught. 


Crete Area 


by Loretta MclIInay 


Henry White, a former employee, visited 
the Wilber office. His home is at DeWitt. ... 
Merlie Markuson, traveling instructor, was in 
Crete February 3 and 4... . Betty Steele has 
returned to her duties in Crete Traffic after 
being hospitalized 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois McCord 


The traffic and commercial departments en- 
joyed a covered dish supper in the basement 
of the telephone building. Thanks to the hard 
work of the committee, an enjoyable time 
was had by all. Committee members were 
Ann Snell, Sharon Fisbeck and Beryl Leslie. 

.. Arleen Holloway is vacationing at home. 
.. . Joan Nespor and friends attended the Ice 
Capades. . Bonnie Harris is taking steps 
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toward becoming a farmer and made her first 
visit to the Omaha stockyards recently 

Mrs, Cecil Marschman (Fern Hohbein) was a 
recent office visitor. ... ‘“‘Buster’”’ Folkers is 
back to work after being ill with scarlet 
fever. ... Mike Danaher, a member of the 
LT&T bowling team, bowled three straight 
games of 181 each. 


Pawnee Cify Area 
by Avis Coller 


All the employees and their better halves 
gathered at the cafe February 13 for a soup 
supper. Everyone enjoyed a social evening. 
, We unite in sympathy for Carl Franzen 
in the death of his mother. 


Tecumseh Area 
by Marge Cottingham 


Nancy Gottula doesn’t agree that the custo- 
mer is always right. On asking for a party’s 
name and number on a collect call, she heard 
the subscriber remark to someone in the 
room, “She is surely a noisy little operator.” 
. . . Your correspondent thought by the time 
she was ready for her daughter’s wedding on 
February 14 she wouid be able to square a 
circle. And while we froze in frigid weather, 
her daughter wrote home for summer clothes 
for the Washington climate. . It was a 
beautiful dazzler on Juanita Waring’s third 
finger—and a round of showers for the happy 
bride-to-be. .. Cecile Morehead transferred 
to Lincoln where we hope she will be very 
happy. We gave her a big send-off with a 
breakfast at the chief operator’s house from 
5 to 7 a.m. Course some said it was too cold, 
but we think maybe it was just the early 
hour. . . . Norma Lee Hahn is having lots 
of fun keeping enough substitutes on hand to 
fill her bowling team each Friday night. Any 
takers? 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Hastings Area 


by Patricia Dahlsten 


An early vacationer this year is Jackie 
Craig, Traffic, who spent an enjoyable two 
weeks at home with her small son... . Gerri 
Hatcher has every right to be extremely 
proud of the new diamond she is wearing. It 
is a lovely ring and we extend to Gerri our 
best wishes ... Several girls will be missing 
from the traffic department. Helen Rothfuss 
and Shirlene Brown are on Leave of Absence, 
and Leota Wilson has resigned and is moving 
out of town. ... Arliss Reiber has returned 
to work following a leave of absence. ba 
We extend “Get Well’ wishes to Barbara 
McCord, who has been ill for quite some 
time. . . . A hearty ‘‘welecome” to Carol 
Henry who has returned to work following an 
absence because of illness. .. New students 
in training are Delores Reiber and Connie 
Kohtz. Rosetta Habben is their instructor. 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona J. Kenning 


In spite of the cold weather, work continues 
in progress at the new building. Plumbing is 
being installed and painting is in progress. 
Ceramic color samples for the interior of the 
new building are on display in the business 
office. .. . Many of our employees have be- 
come interested in bowling since the opening 
of the new Blue Valley Bowl. The scores indi- 


Shuffleboard Tournament Opens 1959 Competition 


EASE LIMIT GAN —" " 2S Ty 
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Kay Johnson and Bill Thompson, Engineering, receive their trophies for the doubles championship 
from Walter F. Roberts, personnel director. 


James Howat, Construction, has a fine spot on 
his mantel for the singles championship trophy. 
Trouble is—he can only keep it for a year unless 
he repeats his victory in 1960. They are “traveling 
trcephies.”’ 


Who knows? We may have seen the 
beginning of a iong and beautiful ven- 
detta. Certainly there were many old 
friends that got hopping mad at each 
other in the company’s first shuffle- 
board tournament held at the 14th & 
M club room. One’s blood pressure is 
bound to rise when an opponent knocks 
your puck out of a three-count and 


leaves his own color standing in its 
place. 


But afterwards, everyone said it was 
a fine tournament and would like to 
see it remain as an annual event. The 
affair was organized and supervised by 
Clyde Higgins and Marvin Joosten, who 
also acted as judges throughout the 
tournament. In competition were 38 
individuals and 18 teams, all casting 
covetous eyes upon the fine trophies 
that were offered by the club room 
committee consisting of Paul Rade- 
baugh, Bill Quinn and Carl Ahl. 

A bit of a mix-up in designing the 
entry brackets brought three men and 
a like number of teams into the final 
round. The dilemma was resolved by 
having them play each other, with the 
result that James Howat became indi- 
vidual champion, with Vaughn Baum 
second, and Waldo McDowell, third. 
The team of Kay Johnson-Bill Thomp- 
son won the doubles title, with Wayne 
Higgins-Ron Ueberrhein second, and 
George Bossung-Dick Bartels third. 


The tournament began in mid-Janu- 
ary and was completed about a month 
later. Until the final round the games 
were of the ‘“‘sudden death” variety, 
with the winner decided by playing one 
game of 21 points. 


cate that most of the bowlers are beginners. 
... Patsy Kripal, Traffic, had a longer week- 
end than she anticipated when she traveled 
to Hays, Kansas, for a visit with her sister 
and family. Because of the changeable wea- 
ther and snow, Patsy found herself snow- 
bound in Hays and forced to remain longer 
than she had planned. . . . Carol and Don 
Northrup were in Lincoln to see the Harlem 
Globe Trotters. ... Margaret Lautenschlager, 
chief operator at Davenport, has started train- 
ing a new helper, Shirley Kotas. 


Superior Area 


by Jacqueline A. Busch 
Melba Sibert and Myrtie Bailey, Traffic, 
have finished their local training. Clara Mae 
Chambers was their instructor. 


Sutton Area 
by Catherine Cassell 


Employees of the Sutton Area plant depart- 
ment attended the vocational evening classes 
in Carrier Training and Subscribers Station 
Installation and Repair which were held in 
Hastings beginning January 9. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


February being the month for celebrating 
Valentine’s Day, the York traffic department 
decided to celebrate with a heart sister week 
Which started on Wednesday, February 11, 
and ended on Friday, the 13th, with a coffee 
and a exchange of gifts and valentines. . ; 
Several employees from the York office at- 
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tended the Ice Capades in Lincoln, including 
Boyd Imler, John Eckles, Leonard Reed, Eve- 
lyn Critel, Mildred Mouden and Margaret 
Dunberg. . Some early vacationers from 
Traffic are Arlene Reetz, who took a week 
of vacation from February 8 to 14, and Janet 
Savery enjoying a week of her vacation from 
February 22 to 28. 


Accounting 
Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


When Irene Stolz comes to work with two 
different shoes on, life begins to show itself 
as the uncertain thing it is. How insecure our 
world is getting—you can’t depend on any- 
thing these days. It was a rather strange pair 
of shoes. One blue and one biack. The blue 
one had a bow. Very exclusive. Only one 
other pair like them in Lincoln and she 
owned those also, of course. Ah, but 
just as one begins to doubt the well ordered 
structure of our cosmos, George Mann attends 
his 43rd year of State basketball tournaments. 
Some things are still reassuring. It was also 
not particularly unusual for Dewey Nelsen to 
enjoy South Pacific in Omaha February 7 or 
even for Barbara Lane to receive a diamond 
for safe-keeping on Valentine’s Day. Of 
course it might have been pieasantly unusual 
for Marie Vidlock to win a luscious cooked 
rolled ham at a recent Gas Kitchen demon- 
stration. And maybe unpleasantly unusual 
for Vivian Worster to drop her wedding ring 
down the sink in Printing Service. But it was 
happily recovered after the pipes were taken 
apart. Well, if Dick Spohn starts taking cof- 
fee breaks things will really have become 
unpredictable. . . . With all those beards and 
mustaches sprouting on those eager Engineer- 
ing faces where are the spirited centennial- 
minded Accounting people anyway? Ron 
Ueberrhein has a mustache going. But he 
stands alone so far. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 
Carol Carlson, Associate Editor 


Due to the rate increase recently, the girls 
in Accounting have been much too busy for 
news. Even the best source of information 
from Clara Jones’ department was too in- 
volved in her work to fill your reporter in 
on the latest happenings ... At this writing, 
Opal Allison is confined to a hospital bed 
with a possible case of pneumonia. We cer- 
tainly wish Opal a speedy recovery... . Con- 
gratulations to Charlotte Ryburn, the new 
bride in the department. She is the former 
Charlotte Colvert. The newest face in 
the department belongs to Nancy Murray of 
Oakland, California. We are very glad to 
have her with us. Janice Wall has a 
beautiful diamond ring and, needless to say, 
is a very delighted gal. ... A double shower 
was held February 27 for DeLoris Beltz and 
Mary Weyers. The girls were presented with 
a one-gift item and treated to a steak dinner 
at Gene’s Steak House. Approximately 20 
girls from the department attended... . Betty 
Biggs tired of eating the same old thing day 
after day and decided to do something about 
it. She ordered a California sandwich in a 
cafe, and it turned out to be served on a 
whole loaf of Vienna bread. Betty had quite 
a time getting rid of the sandwich ... Ethel 
Daharsh has the best trained car in the 
town of Wahoo. She drove up in the drive- 
way, stepped out of the car to open the 
garage door, and the car drove in by itself. 
The only trouble was, she hadn't yet opened 
the doors! 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


Congratulations to Fran Behrens who is 
wearing a beautiful sparkler on that third 


finger, left hand .... Recent visitors to our 
office were Clarice Siegrist, Chris Swift, 
Sharon Raburn and Maxine Scott. . . . Shir- 


ley Plautz just had to make the news again 
so she went home with the _ three-day 
measles . Myrtle Henline was in Bryan 
Hospital with a broken foot. She fell getting 
into the car after work. She is now home 
and getting along real well. . . . Dee Jack- 
son visited in Billings, Montana with her par- 
ents. . . . With the rate increase going 
into effect, we have been putting in long 
hours changing all our contracts and getting 
the bills out. The prefixes that will be 
added to all telephone numbers are also being 
put on all contracts as we use them so the 
printers will be able to set up some of their 
type in advance. . We believe this year 
will see a great change as we have a rate 
increase, adding prefixes to our numbers, 
moving into the new building and we will 
be setting up a new system for handling all 
accounts and orders when we receive our 
new desks. This is really something to look 
forward to. ... W. J. McDowell is the very 
proud owner of a 1958 coupe DeVille Cadil- 


lac. . . . Jerry Salber now has a “cookie 
duster ” Anyone interested in learning how 
to grow one, please see him. . . . The Centen- 


nial hats have made their appearance in our 
office in various sizes, Shapes and colors. ... 
If you pass our office and hear a bird 
warbling, we really don’t have one in cap- 
tivity; it’s only our new Ericofon that has 
its own bells, but it sounds like a bird. 


General Commercial 


by Annette Luthy 


On Saturday, February 28, Bea Rohrer of 
Hastings and Mary Goracke of Beatrice jour- 
neyed to Lincoln to attend the Annual Secre- 
taries’ Institute, sponsored by NSA. Accom- 
panying them were these General Commercial 
girls: Ruth Kadavy, Marlene Kuhl, Chris 
Ford, and Marilyn Lang. . Ruth Kadavy 
traveled to Banning, California, for her 
February vacation. On the way to California 
is an interesting spot, not to be passed by— 
Las Vegas. Ruth, her husband and brother- 
in-law spent a day in Las Vegas before travel- 
int on to Banning to visit relatives. They 
must have felt lucky because they spent an- 
other day in Las Vegas on their return trip. 
Ruth says she didn’t win any fabulous for- 
tune but she had a good time anyway. 


General Traffic 


Marilyn Beckerbauer, Associate Editor 


The fifth annual Secretaries’ Institute was 
held Saturday, February 28, at the University 
of Nebraska Student Union. Jackie Shizas, 
Marlene Thompson and your editor took time 
out from their usual Saturday activities—. 
cleaning house and washing clothes—to at- 
tend the Institute. All agreed that it turned 
out to be an interesting, worthwhile af- 
fair .. . Dick Hobson spent the last week 
of February and the first week of March 
cruising from San Francisco to Mexico in 
plenty of sunshine and warm weather. But 
it wasn’t all fun and frolic as Dick was in 
the services of Uncle Sam on his annual two- 
weeks Navy cruise. ... Myra Metcalf packed 
up her belongings and moved over to 15th & 
M to become chief operator of Unit II. We 
were certainly sorry to see her leave our 
office and wish her lots of luck in her new 
assignment. 


Pearl Barnhouse first came to LT&T as a 15- 
year-old operator after school hours, and thus 
brings a lot of experience into her work as super- 
visor of methods in General Traffic. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Outside of several being absent due to sick- 
ness, there isn’t much news to report, but 
we do have the following from our depart- 
ments: 


Wire Chief's Section—21st & L 


by Art Albers 


Lyle Higgins moved into his new home at 
5645 Colby. He also took a week’s vacation to 
help his wife care for the new baby boy... 
Most of the boys in this department have 
caught the Centennial spirit and are growing 
beards. 


Custodial 
by Paul Radebaugh 


We are glad to see Elmer Kleckner and Ar- 
thur Drake back at work after illness and 
some time spent in the hospital. 


Wire Chief's Section, 14th & M 


by Marilyn Jo Osborn 


Cari Mischnick took a week’s vacation and 
moved to his new farm home at Kramer... . 
Dale Cotton spent a week of his vacation 
taking care of their daughter while his wife 


was in a hospital. ... We are glad to welcome 
back Darlene Griffin from a leave of ab- 
sence .. . We have found the reason the 


test board doesn’t need dust cloths any 
more. It seems that Paul Eisenbarth, Bob 
Chamberlain and Jim Jacobson are doing 
a fine job of dusting with their well grown 


yeards. . .. Cecil Semple has a new grand- 
daughter, Rhonda Lynn, born February 
12... . “Yours truly’? and several operators 


met at Helen Penner’s Fine Foods for a break- 
fast in honor of Ruth Reinke, who resigned. 
She received a nice gift from the department, 


“Retired Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


Ray Baldwin, who recently joined our se- 
lect circle, attended the February 19 meeting 
of the Club. We are glad to welcome him 
as one of our group. . D. C. Travis was 
elected Scribe of Encampment No. 4 for the 
Odd Fellows fraternity recently. . . . Mary 
Carroll spent a week in late February with 
her daughter at Grant. ... Aletha Schulling, 
who recently moved to Lincoln from Ray- 
mond, enjoyed a visit with friends at Green- 
wood. .. . At this writing, Charles Albers 
has had a month-long stay at the hospital, but 
we are glad to report he seems to be recover- 
ing nicely from the serious heart seizure for 
which he is being treated. 
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Lincoln Traffic 


Units One and Two 
Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


Aside from growing pains, all is well on 
the third floor. We'll admit we are very 
proud of our newly decorated snack bar. 
Maize, coral and mint green have been com- 
bined to make our room rainbow-bright but 
still restful. Several new tables have been 
added and a new percolator and toaster. 
Mary Tice, who hovers over us with motherly 
concern, has added many personal touches 
such as flowers on each table, making the 
whole room as gay as a sidewalk cafe. ... 
Mona Washut took an early vacation and 
traveled to Montana and Wyoming to visit 
her parents and her husband’s parents, giving 
them a chance to get acquainted with their 
grandson, Ricky. He is the only grandchild 
and it has been reported that he came home 
to Daddy rather badly spoiled. . . . Bonnie 
Albrandt was honored at a pink-and-blue 
shower on Sunday, March 8, at the home of 
Elaine Hawkins. Helen Krieger, Lois Meyers 
and Kathleen Carey were also hostesses... . 
Della Wilcox took some time off recently and 
journeyed to Detroit to visit her daughter and 
family. . . . Wilma Drake was an early va- 
cationer and enjoyed home activities such 
as giving a birthday party for young son, 
Bruce. ... When the transfer was made to 
Unit Two there was some discussion about a 
celebration among the service assistants; how- 
ever, nothing much came of it so Ruth 
Goepfert was quite shocked to open her 
locker one evening and discover an over-size 
bottle of Mogen David wine on the shelf. 
Ruth said nothing but she did leave a note 
for the suspected givers which read, ‘‘Don’t 
leave anything in my locker, pleash.”’’ 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Marcia V. Watson, Associate Editor 


We welcome a new group to our second 
floor family: Harlan W. Cane, as cost control 
supervisor and his crew consisting of Donald 
R. Swanson, Robert V. Clifford, Roger W. 
Dehning, Larry R. Goodrich and Marian Lan- 
ning. . .. Janice Schnuelle vacationed re- 
cently in Phoenix, Arizona. Walter F. 
Roberts developed a painful back ailment 
that forced him to cancel a scheduled trip to 
attend a personnel meeting at Kansas City. 
We’re glad to report his improvement. Lately 
he has been very busy preparing his depart- 
ment’s annual report of last year’s activities. 
... M. M. Hale made a business trip to St. 
Louis (a USITA committee) immediately after 
the tornado struck the city, and was able to 
make a personal tour of the devastated sec- 
tion. . . Practically everyone has been bitten 
by the ‘“‘bug’’ and had to miss a day or so of 
work. Fortunately not too many were away 
at any one time. 


Supply 


by Mary L. Wynn 


Joe Krhounek and Wes Haas are our early 
bird vacationers this year. Joe visited rela- 
tives in Cuba, Kansas, and Wes visited his 
mother and sister in California. . . . Ralph 
Culver and Jake Isley lead the new car pa- 
rade. Ralph has a Dodge 4-door Custom Royal 
and Jake's is a green-and-white Ford sedan. 
... Jerry Sievers has been floating in a little 
pink cloud since he presented his girl triend 
with a diamond . Bill Hartz’ seams are 
bursting since the arrival of his first grand- 
son. ... Sympathy is extended to Wes Haas 
in the death of his brother. 


Automation can be carried too far, thinks 
Ethel Daharsh, Accounting, who drove up to 


door when the car took a notion to park 
itself - and did so, right in its accustomed 
place in the garage...but before Ethel was 
able to get the door out of the way. 


WAIT A MINUTE, | THINK 
IM HEARING THINGS / 


Bill Eckles, Beatrice 
chief switchman, was 
checking the report of 
a case of trouble and 
supposedly dialed the 
number of that ‘phone 
when he was surprised 
to hear a very familiar 
voice answer. He had 
dialed his home number 
instead! 


The girls of Lincoln Commercial were 
working late, posting new rates. on 
record cards, when suddenly the outer 
door swung open and the hazy silhouette 
of a man was framed against the darkness 
beyond. The first scream brought every- 
one to their feet and the girls got out 
of there, fast. All but one. Clarice 
Bulwan's chair overturned as she rose 
and all that Waldo McDowell could see of 
her were two frightened eyes peeking 
over the desk. Waldo had dropped in to 
see how the job was coming and was quite 
astonished at his reception. 
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her garage at Wahoo and alighted to open the 
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Car trouble also darkened the weekend of Imogene Steingard, York 
Traffic, who was in such a hurry to get to work on a Sunday morn 
that she backed out of the driveway without seeing that the coast 
was Clear. A resounding crash told her it wasn't. The front-end 
repair bill on her husband's car had an even more mournful sound. 
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Don't pick on an Eden unless you're pre- 
pared to fight the whole family. That's 
what a tough old cat found out the other 
day when he chased the Eden cat up a 


tree. One by one the clan gathered Bob White, Lincoln Plant, observed 
around, and finally Bud himself arrived all safety rules on a brush burn- 
with half a brick in each hand. He let f ing assignment but he had no idea 
fly from 40 feet and scored two perfect that a beard was so inflammable. 
hits on the marauder, who got down the He lost most of his’ luxurious 


tree and out of the neighborhood so fast 
that he left skid marks at each corner. 


growth by not having the proper 
fire-fighting equipment at _ hand 
when it burst into flame. 


DOGGONIT FELLERS, CANT 
YOU STOP FISHING LONG 
ENOUGH To SEE IF \'M GONNA LIVE? 


IMAGINE THAT! Now We’ReE 
GETING CIRCUITS To 


Néw YORK! 
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Jack Mason, who retired as Hast- 
ings chief testman in 1957, 
dropped in for a visit with the 
boys at the office the other 
day. He was watching Fred Mc- 
Cormick at work on some new 
carrier circuits from Hastings 
to York. "Watcha doing, Fred?" 


A good fisherman doesn't like to be inter- 
rupted, so when Tyler Ryan fell into the 
Little Blue near Deweese in late February, 
Jack Mankamyer, Ed Flowerday and Phil and 


: asked Jack. "T'm  installin 
Bill Eckles couldn't help showing their some new York circuits," ae 
displeasure. They condescended only to fully answered Fred. "Gee," 


build a fire for the dripping district 
manager and went back to their fishing 
while he shivered for the two long hours 
it took for his clothes to dry. 


said the amazed Mr. Mason, "I 
never thought I'd see the day 
when we'd have direct circuits 
from Hastings to New York!" 
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11th and O, looking east in 1888. The Richards Block, shown here, then , ee ne 
housed the Bell telephone exchange. Individual lines entered the office So re 
from the top of the 75-foot pole at the curb line. ices ~ ie 


the Capital City.” 


and the Selection of the Hamlet as Nebraska's Capital 


ground at left is the Union Block, second home of the Nebraska Bell Tele- 
Phone Company’s Lincoln exchange. 


“Here We Will Build 


Lincoln's Centennial Observes the Settlement of the Salt Basins 


Clearing the ground for the erection of Lincoin’s present city hall in 1873 
with the old First National Bank building nearing completion in the left back- 
ground. The tower of Nebraska’s first capitol is visible in the distance be- 


tween the two buildings. 


The hamlet of Lancaster greeted its first photographer in 1867, before 
it became Lincoln. One-third of the community’s population appears in this 
Picture. Stores were located on site of present First National Bank at corner 
of 10th and O streets. 


This is the Centennial year of Lincoln and commemo- 
rates an event that is almost entirely lost from history. 
Neither the exact date nor the men involved are known, 
but it was in the fall of 1859 that a public meeting was held 
under the “Great Elm” that grew along the east bank of 
Salt Creek, northwest of the present Burlington depot. A 
chairman was elected and a commission appointed to lay 
out a town to be the county seat. At that time there were 
no other settlements or towns in the county. 

Whatever the efforts of this commission, results were 
slow in coming. Not until five years later was the first 
building erected. This was the log cabin of Luke Lavender 
which stood near the present corner of 14th and O streets. 
Shortly afterward other cabins began to dot the nearby 
plains and a small business district sprang up near 10th and 
O streets. The community was named “Lancaster.” 

Various waves of migrant people crossed the Nebraska 
plains before the first ones came in search of land. It was 
these early travelers who sent back word to their eastern 
acquaintances of the toils and privations they encountered 
in these vast and monotonous stretches. 

Probably it was a land where their strength and forti- 
tude were tested. Many of the weaker ones turned back or 
settled along the narrow strip of sylvan country near the 
Missouri river. 


the home of the Bell’s first Lincoln exchange early in the year 1880. 


Everything to the west of this strip fell broadly into 
the category known as “The Great American Desert” and 
was so labeled by the mapmakers of the day. 

There was little in these parts to appeal to the early 
migrant groups—the fur trappers, the gold seekers, the 


Mormons, or those who were California or Oregon bound. 


Nebraska’s broad prairies were devoid of trees except for 
rare patches of cottonwood, ash, box elder and plum thickets 
growing along some of the larger streams. 

There were some well-defined trails leading westward. 
One of these was broken in the mid-’fifties as a cut-off 
route to the gold fields of Colorado. It entered Lancaster 
County near Bennet and forded Salt Creek at Saltillo. This 
later became a two-lane trail for freighters and the scars 
made by the huge wagon wheels are still visible in old 
meadows in that part of the country. 

But there was beauty here—beauty that could be seen 
by those in search of land to cultivate, develop, to live in 
and prosper. These were the settlers; hardy souls, but 
gentle family people, who were set into motion by the 
increasing pressure of population and scarcity of land farther 
east. The first settler in Lancaster County was John D. 
Prey, of Milwaukee, who set out from Omaha toward the 
Elkhorn valley in search of land. He found the best farms 
of that region already staked and claimed, but heard tales 
of a richly timbered country on Salt Creek and turned in 
that direction. He came into the county from the north 
on June 15, 1856. His canvas covered wagon was drawn 
by a span of oxen and a team of horses. He camped for 
the night some three miles south of O street and the 
next day located his claim along present highway 77, east 
of Martel. 

Prey was followed by other settlers, nearly all of whom 
rushed to claim land adjoining the county’s several creeks. 
Most of these people came by way of Nebraska City where 
they were able to cross the Missouri by ferry boat. 

The view of the undulating prairie must have been 
breath-taking and was vividly described by one of the 
county’s pioneers, a young bride from Pennsylvania, who 
wrote, “I have never enjoyed a ride equal to the one that 
brought us to our claim. As far as eye could see was a 
great sea of waving grass, sprinkled with wild flowers of 
nearly every color.” There were prairie chickens in abun- 
dance, wild turkey, deer and some antelope. There were 
cougars and bobcats, too. But least seen and most audible 
was the lonely coyote who turned the settler’s nights into 
bedlam as he howled his mournful tale to the moon. 

The scourge of the early farmers was the grasshopper 
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and the prairie fire. Many families saw the fruits of a year’s 
labor consumed by one or the other in a few hours’ time. 
Equally dreaded was the rattlesnake, which was found in 
large numbers particularly at harvest or haying time when 
they were sometimes thrown into the wagon or rack. In- 
dians came through occasionally and in the late ’sixties be- 
came more hostile. Teams of isolated farmers sometimes 
stood in harness for weeks at a time and no one removed 
his clothing at night, lest a precious moment might be 
lost if flight became necessary. 

Marketing of crops and produce by the first settlers was 
a great problem as it involved a long overland journey to 
Nebraska City or, if one were more fortunate, they might 
be sold in smaller quantities to the freighters who passed 
through at rare and irregular intervals. 

Lancaster County had its desperate characters, too, and 
for a time horse stealing became a common occurrence. 
But a vigilance committee was formed and after that 
there was no more stealing. 

Other far-reaching events were shaping during and be- 
fore this period. Bellevue was at first the most important 
town in the territory and it was there that Francis Burt 
came in October ’54, armed with full power to select a 
site for the Territorial capital. Bellevue met with his ap- 
proval. As Territorial Governor he took his oath of office 
October 16 of that year and died two days later. 

His successor, Thomas B. Cumming, favored the small 
town of Omaha as the capital city and the first Territorial 
legislature convened there in January 1855. Though the 
population south of the Platte river was nearly one-half 
greater than that north of the Platte, the apportion of 
representatives favored the north section by a substantial 
majority. This gave rise to a contest between the north and 
south groups which culminated in the Capital Removal Act. 

The south Platte group steadily gained ground and set- 
tlement of that sector moved forward with tremendous 
strides. Statehood became a reality in March 1867 and as 
the new state officers took over their duties the first glimmer 
of the City of Lincoln came upon the horizon. 

Governor David Butler made the questions of reappor- 
tionment and capital removal twin issues in his program 
for state development and on June 12, 1867 the Capital Re- 
moval Act became a law. This included the selection of a 
site for the capital to be south of the Platte, with added 
provision for the construction of a capitol building, a peni- 
tentiary and university. The Act also provided that a com- 
mission composed of the governor, secretary of state and 
auditor was to select such a site within the counties of 


Seward, the south half of Saunders and Butler, and ap- 
proximately the north half of Lancaster, for a town; to 
have the same surveyed and named “Lincoln” and to be 
designated as the first permanent seat of the state govern- 
ment. 

The selection finally evolved to a choice of three lo- 
cations—the villages of Ashland, Yankee Hill and Lancaster. 
At Ashland the mosquitoes were particularly troublesome 
that year. Yankee Hill came close to winning on the 
strength of a sumptious feast prepared by the women of 
the community; but the commissioners, on July 29, 1867, 
chose the hamlet of Lancaster, renamed it Lincoln and 
declared it to be the future capital of Nebraska. 

That was the easiest part of the project. Now they 
must plot and sell lots in the new city to provide funds 
for the building of the capitol. Also the building must be 
completed before the meeting of the next legislature in 
January 1869. Failure in the undertaking meant that the 
capital would surely be taken away from Lincoln. 

But they did not fail, though the story of their trials 
and accomplishments is too long to be recorded here. 
Lincoln citizens owe a great debt to be paid to David 
Butler, governor; Thomas P. Kennard, secretary of state; 
and John Gillespie, state auditor, who pledged their time, 
their reputations and their personal fortunes to the venture 
that reared a capital city upon a bleak and open prairie. 


The “Automatic” telephone invaded Lincoln in 1903 and began laying 
conduit for its underground cables. Site of present general office building 
at 14th and M forms the background. 
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LT&T Solves Problem of 


Power Damage 


to Cable Facilities 


by J. S. Reed 


The heavy wet snow in the blizzard 
of March 14 brought down cables of 
power wires in the Lincoln area, burn- 
ing and damaging telephone cables in 
twenty locations. Yet the damage was 
relatively minor in comparison with 
that suffered in previous storms. Most 
of the service interruptions resulted 
from wet insulation due to water en- 
tering the holes burned in the cable. 
Repairs were quickly made and serv- 
ice was restored in a short time in 
cases where interruptions occurred. 

An interesting story lies behind the 
program that led to the improved pro- 
tection for our cable plant. Most of 
our cable in towns is carried on the 
same poles with power distribution 
lines for efficient use of supporting 
structures and to obtain good appear- 
ance of the plant by eliminating paral- 


INustrating how ground bond is placed to con- 
nect telephone cable messenger to power ground- 
ing conductor. 


leling construction of pole lines on op- 
posite sides of streets and alleys. 

In spite of the care to maintain 
proper clearances between the power 
and telephone facilities on the same 
poles and to provide adequate strength 
of the lines, unusually severe storm 
conditions may cause some overhead 
power wires to break. In some cases an 
energized conductor may fall across 
the telephone cable, burning it and the 
messenger. The serious thing about this 
kind of damage is that it spreads as the 
current from the power wire follows 
the return path through ground to its 
source. When a high voltage line is in- 
volved, the insulation in the cable con- 
ductors will break down at various 
points along the cable, sometimes ex- 
tending to quite a distance. Such ex- 
tensive damage is costly; since it is 
necessary to locate these break-down 
points, open the cable sheaths, repair 
the damage, and then close up the 
openings with trouble sleeves. Also 
protectors at subscriber’s stations may 
break down, requiring the dispatching 
of troublemen to replace the operated 
protector units. 

About three years ago, following se- 
vere storms that put an unusually large 
number of our cables out of service be- 
cause of electrical damage from falling 
power wires, a study was made to de- 
termine how such damage could be 
minimized. It was recognized that con- 
tacts with the power lines could not be 
entirely avoided, but the thought was 
to localize the power fault in such a 
way as to reduce the damage and en- 
able simple repairs to be made at 
minimum cost and with the minimum 
of interruptions to service to our cus- 
tomers. 


Cable splicers repairing power damage to cable. 
Note temporary wrapping around damaged cable. 


After discussion with the two power 
utilities serving the City of Lincoln, 
the power and telephone groups agreed 
to the setting up of a grounding net- 
work. This common grounding is ob- 
tained by bonding our cable messengers 
to the grounding conductors of the 
power company neutral wires. The 
agreement provided that such bonds 
would be made at intervals not to ex- 
ceed 1,000 feet, to sectionalize power 
contacts involving our cable. In placing 
these bonds, LT&T established an av- 
erage of 500 feet, with a minimum of 
300 feet between the bonds. 

That the common grounding net- 
work is paying dividends is proved by 
results experienced in storms since 
1957. The March 14 blizzard was a 
good example of how the power contact 
faults were localized. Although there 
were twenty cases of power burns to 
our cable, these faults were confined 
to the contact points and there was no 
extensive spread of the trouble in each 
case. In one situation a 25-pair cable 
and 6,000-pound messenger were sev- 
ered by a 4120-volt power conductor 
falling on them. This trouble was 
quickly repaired by resplicing the cable 
and reconnecting the messenger with a 
Strandlink. The ground path through 
the messenger and cable sheath to the 
ground bonds at the ends of the sec- 
tion was adequate to return to the 
power line current without causing 
breakdowns inside the cable. 


Drawings for the month’s lucky capsules were made by these members of 
Lincoln Plant. From left: Bill Cotton, Ray Zimmerman, Lester Hutchison and 
Arthur Higgins. 


“District Sales Prizes 
Will Continue 


Salesly speaking, we suffered a slight, though normal, 
relapse last month as the new rate schedule was put into 
effect. By the end of March, however, the inward station 


trend had accounted for a 1959 net gain of 339 extensions 
and 1104 in total stations. Perhaps our telephone folk will 


have to talk harder and longer for a while on their sales to 
subscribers. But the prospects of good crops and higher farm 
income are brighter every day, while the business weather- 
vane points to a surging economy in our territory. Our share 
in this prosperity will be pretty much in proportion to the 
amount of effort we make in obtaining it. 


The drawings for March sales prizes were continued along 
the line originated in February, whereby a prize is awarded 
to a lucky employee salesman from each district. No change 
in this policy is anticipated, though the boundaries of east- 
ern, western and central districts have disappeared. Begin- 
ning with April, individual prizes will be awarded within the 
Same areas that once composed these districts. The southern 
district, of course, also will be included in the drawings. 


A summary of sales activity from January 1 through 
March 31 shows that 183 employees have participated in the 
Sales effort, sending in 852 service requests for 1060 com- 
pleted sales with an annual gross revenue of more than 
$21,000. 


Among the items credited to employee sales for 1959 are the following: 


349 colored sets 22 two-line sets 

142 residence service 19 extra length cords 
120 residence extensions 18 business service 

105 Koil Kords 15 gongs 

65 Ericofons 12 three-line sets 

58 business extensions 12 buzzers 

41 regrades to R-1 11 push buttons 

28 jacks 7 regrade to bus. serv. 
26 extension bells 6 two-way keys 

24 extension mileages 4 semi-public service 


ease RTS 


The southern district prizewinner was Erman Wheatcraft, Tecumseh, and 
lately transferred to Nebraska City where he received his prize from Ed Ernst, 
area manager. 


Robert F. Glenn, York, was the western district representative, receiving his 
prize from Bill Quinn, sales supervisor, and Sterling Nelson, area manager. 
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Grace Heigl and Vyrl Clark presented Thelma Tritsch, P 
the eastern district prize. 


Dewey Lewis took home the central district award being presented by Ed 
Flowerday, plant supervisor, as Byron Pattison, wire chief, watched the pro- 
ceedings. 
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One of the hardest hit was the east-west foll | 
lead between Auburn and Peru. Another section of casualties on the Auburn- 


Peru toll lead. 


Overhead Plant Felled in March 


by Twin Storms 


From the Arctic 
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Ivan Haith photographed storm damage scenes 
near Humboldt. 


Crews of Cloyd Bucknell and Paul Wilkinson at the Tecumseh junction pole of the Nebraska City- Stormy, blustery, unpredictable 

aca aia March is fast gaining an evil reputa- 

tion among telephone men in our part 

of the country. Where once the most 

wernseascetesemnc eeeeretinen vicious winter storms could be ex- 

oe pected to strike early in the season, 

of late years it seems that the ele- 

ments reserve their greatest punch for 
the coming of spring. 

So it happened this year that two 
destructive storms swept out of the 
north in the fore part of March. The 
first came March 3 and 4, while fair 
weather signals were still flying. It 
brought a deep and wet blanket of 
sticky snow that coated wires to enor- 
mous diameters, laying them vulner- 


ritory on the afternoon and evening 
of March 14. This storm traversed the 
state from west to east and struck 
With the fury of a juggernaut. Rain 
turned to blinding snow as a strong 
north wind blew the pellets in a 
straight horizontal plane, leaving in 
its wake the rare phenomenon of trees 
and poles plastered white on the north 
side only. Deep and impenetrable 
drifts formed on roads and highways as 
traffic ground to a standstill. 

In most places the snow had little 
chance to cling to the wires, as it was 
blown free before it could form an 
accumulation; but once again the south- 


F : . eastern section bore the brunt of dam- 
z able to stray whirls of ein Sit age to telephone plant. In the region 
eprale 4. - apace loca sense se of Auburn and Humboldt the pole and 
; : aa of the damage from wire sa ‘ na Wire breakage was extensive. Because 
x 4 wg os 7 ay curred in the southeast part o 7 e the area was localized, repairs were 
a a: . territory where toll leads to Beatrice made in near-record time as the con- 
; a: Spr. ee a and Kansas City were hardest hit. Struction crews of Foremen Summers, 
ye ROR ey OO Le About 75 toll circuits were out of serv- Simpson, Wasson, Wilkinson, Jones 
ee _ A Pad as : ° . 5) s 5) 5) ’ : ; : 
a es oe ~“ ot Se pa Ses ice on the morning of March 4. Bucknell, Lyons and Hibbert concen- Cablemen James Frye and Robert Greb hunting Another view of the toll line damage near 
y : weil, ; i ABN ‘ All this was but an overture to the trated en the. sob along with district for a cable break. Greb is using an exploring coil. Humboldt. 
i i i dd bli “d lIfed the ter- JOM, Note the snow blasted into the north side of the 
The force of the gale is shown by this shattered pole near Julian. suaqaen izzard that engulfed the te1 


and local plant forces. pole. 
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Overseas Telephone Service 


By Richard B. Hobson 
Traffic Equipment Engineer 


Here in the midwest many of us have 
little occasion to make use of the vast 
overseas telephone system that is made 
available to us, except possibly to call 
a friend or relative who may be in the 
service overseas. This system, never- 
theless, affects the daily lives of each 
and every one; for this network is the 
nerve center of our State Department 
which must be in constant touch with 
governments scattered over the globe. 
It is a tool the businessman with in- 
vestments abroad finds indispensable. 

At the beginning of the year there 
were 126 countries that could be 
reached by telephone from the United 
States. Each year more countries are 
added to the list. For example, during 
1956, Kuwait, Jordan and Saudi Arabia 
were added. In 1957, Libya, Ethiopia, 
Ceylon, Viet-Nam, Fiji Islands, Bul- 
garia, British Virgin Islands, Nether- 
lands New Guinea and Saint Helena 
were added, and during 1958, Guade- 
loupe, Malgache Republic, Nyasaland, 
Martinique and Afghanistan were 
added. 

As more countries are added and our 
military and economic interests abroad 
increase, the need for additional facil- 
ities is apparent. Until recently, over- 
seas telephone service was primarily 
conducted by the use of radio telephone, 
but now oceanic cables are playing an 
increasingly more important role. 

These cables have several advantages 
over radio telephone. First, they are 
not subject to fading and noise during 
magnetic storms. Secondly, the radio 
frequency svectrum has become 
crowded to the point where it is diffi- 
cult to add additional radio channels. 
Third, from a security standpoint, cable 
is desirable since it is not subject to 
jamming, while radio telephone can be 
rendered almost useless by an enemy 
during a national emergency. 


Since 1956, cables carrying voice fre- 
quency circuits have been laid from 
United States to Great Britain, Alaska 
and Hawaii. These cables, with those 
planned this year to France and Puerto 
Rico, will place an investment in ex- 
cess of $150,000,000 on the ocean floor. 


The proposed cable to France will be 
the longest cable thus far. It will be 
2400 miles from its point of departure 
at Clarenville, Newfoundland to its 
terminal in Penmarch, a small fishing 
village in Brittany. This cable will pro- 
vide 36-voice circuits at a cost of 
$40,000,000 and provides the European 
continent for the first time with direct 
cable connections with the United 
States. 

Another milestone in overseas service 
was ushered in October 8, 1957, when 


Hawaii was placed on the dial network. 
As of that date, toll operators through- 
out the United States were able to dial 
telephones in Hawaii direct without 
the assistance of an overseas operator. 
To sit here in Nebraska, and listen to 
an operator dial a number in Honolulu, 
makes one realize how small this world 
is becoming. 


While cables were being laid in every 
direction, another and entirely new 
form of overseas transmission was de- 
veloped and placed in service. The 
first “over the horizon’ microwave 
system was placed in service between 
Florida City, Florida and Guanabo, 
Cuba, during September, 1957. This 
system differs sharply from the con- 
ventional radio-relay system that uses 
line-of-sight transmission. The system, 
which provides 36 voice paths and one 
TV channel to Cuba, forces microwaves 
beyond the curvature of the earth for a 
distance of 185 miles to Cuba. The 
average distance for other microwave 
systems to transmit is approximately 
30 miles. This type system which has 
proved most satisfactory in relieving 
circuit congestion to Cuba, may be some 
day developed to transmit over much 
greater distances. 


Aside from the many technical prob- 
lems that must be overcome when lay- 
ing submarine cable, such as developing 
a repeater that can withstand tremend- 
ous pressures and operate for 20 years 
without failing, or maintenance, there 


are other problems the average tele- 
phone man will never have to cope 
with. For example, these cables must 
start at a point along the coast where 
the beach and surf conditions are fav- 
orable, and follow a route across the 
ocean floor that avoids all possible sub- 
terranean mountains. A _ flat mud 
bottom is best suited for the cable, but 
even this has its disadvantages. There 
have been several instances where 
whales burrowing in the mud have be- 
come entangled with the cable causing 
considerable damage. Commercial fish- 
ing grounds must also be avoided be- 
cause a cable can be easily snagged and 
damaged by trawlers as happened 
recently when a Russian trawler cut the 
cable several times. 


These are but a few of the problems 
the oceanographer and the telephone 
people must cope with to provide satis- 
factory overseas service. 


When using overseas facilities, calls 
are passed to one of three overseas ter- 
minals for completion. These operators 
are located at Miami, New York and 
Oakland. In general, Miami handles 
overseas calls to countries in the Carib- 
bean Area, Oakland to Australia and 
Asia, and the New York terminals com- 
plete calls to Europe, Africa, India and 
South America. 


The completion of overseas calls are 
subject to transmission and other limit- 
ations which may delay the completion 
of the call. To some countries, service 
is offered only during certain hours of 
the day. Other countries, even though 
listed as an overseas point, cannot fur- 
nish telephone service to all points 
within the country. Other countries im- 
pose minor restrictions such as _ not 
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Route of the submarine telephone cable system in the North Atlantic. 
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Darlene Multer 


M. W. Franklin 


Josephine Tieskoetter Virginia Baker 


Mildred Wait 
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A5 YEARS Merlie Markuson, Lincoln. 30 Years Sp Manis 
A2 YEARS Lillian Bader, Nebraska City; H. 
M. Miller, WW. P. Shuck, Lincoln. 

39 YEARS Grace Hauschild, A. C. King, Lin- 
coln: Eva Stutz, Hebron. 

38 YEARS J. J. Brockmeyer, Beatrice. 

36 YEARS A. K. Robison, Lincoln. 

35 YEARS M. D. Chamberlain, Lincoln. 

34 YEARS Ruth Goslin, Lincoln; J. G. Van- 
Nordheim, Hastings. 

33 YEARS S. G. Nelson, York. 

32 YEARS E. T. Little, Auburn: Ted M. Ray, 
Beatrice. 

31 YEARS H. T. Drake, Tecumseh: I. D. 
Livingston, Nebraska City: Beata Merz, 
Seward. 

30 YEARS M. W. Franklin, V. B. Hutchison, 
Darlene Multer, Lincoln; Minnie Schlitt, 


Hastings. Tyler Ryan G. L. Oglesby 
28 YEARS Mary Jackson, Fairbury: Mable Lincoln Beatrice 
Wieting, Beatrice. 25 Years 25 Years 


27 YEARS Howard Spahnle, Lincoln. 

25 YEARS A. J. Cox, Tyler Ryan, Lincoln; 
G. L. Oglesby, Beatrice. 

24 YEARS Josephine Placek, Nebraska City. 
22 YEARS Edith Hughes, J. A. Schellenberg, 
aa. Eee 
20 YEARS Josephine Tieskoetter, Superior. 
18 YEARS R. E. Grant, B. M. Wedgwood, 
Lincoln. 

17 YEARS R. C. Humiston, Plattsmouth; 
Viola Hutchinson, Wymore:; D. G. Rutledge, 
Seward. 

16 YEARS Elizabeth Behm, Rexine Bretta, 
Lincoln. 

15 YEARS Virginia Baker, Emma _ Ebbeka, 
Geneva; P. V. Eckles, Edgar; Mary Tice, 
Lincoln; Mildred Wait, Stromsburg. 

14 YEARS Martha Dietrich, Evelyn Koch, C. 


Emma Ebbeka P. V. Eckles 


S. Whittington, Lincoln: Hazel Thomason, Geneva Edgar 
York. 15 Years 15 Years 


13 YEARS J. E. Findley, D. R. Swanson, 
Lincoln: Arlene Musil, Crete. 

11 YEARS Bernice Bishop, O. L. Clark, 
Phyllis Lukassen, L. W. Ward, Lincoln: M. 
M. Heath, Hastings: B. B. Strayer, Crete: J. 
L. Summers, Hebron. 

10 YEARS Betty Christensen, Nebraska City; 
Martha Hanau, Fairbury. 

9 YEARS C. W. Hayes, Hastings: Cleora 
Lawrence, Nebraska City: Dorothy Scheele, 
Beatrice. 

8 YEAR§ Edith Parsons, Superior. 

7 YEARS N.C. Duer, W. F. Roberts, Lin- 
coln: Norma Maschmann, Hebron. 

6 YEARS Mabel Lipskey. D. B. Boerrigter, 
B. D. Livingston, Mabel Pettet, Dorothy 
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Scheele, Lincoln; Madonna Snavely, Superior. i {al 
5 YEARS§ Bonnie Einspahr, Hastings: F. O. Betty Christensen Martha Hanau 
Jurgens, Beatrice: Teresa Underwood, Brad- Nebraska City Fairbury 
shaw: Zigrida Taurins, Lincoln. 10 Years 10 Years 
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‘Tyler Ryan H. W. Spahnle erday G. B. Keith R. H. Gray 


Structural Changes in Organization Affect Personnel Throughout Territory 


Eastern, Western, and Central Districts Eliminated on April 1. 


' 


Major changes in the organizational 
structure of LT&T were announced 
March 26 by Merle M. Hale, vice presi- 
dent, and were made effective April 1. 
The changes mainly affect the staff and 
line channels of the commercial and 
pliant departments and supervisory per- 
sonnel at various levels. 

Of primary interest is the discontinu- 
ance of the several districts into which 
the company’s territory has been di- 
vided. The move eliminates the posi- 
tions of district manager, district wire 
chief and other assignments to the dis- 
trict offices. However, the district of- 
fice at Beatrice will continue to func- 
tion until October 1 when Clyde Burge, 
district manager, will retire. 

Tyler Ryan, western district manager, 
and Howard W. Spahnle, eastern dis- 
trict manager, return to the general 
commercial department where they oc- 
cupy newly created positions; Mr. Ryan 
as general commercial supervisor and 
Mr. Spahnle as field commercial super- 
visor. George B. Keith and Francis 
P. Darnold, eastern and western dis- 
trict wire chiefs, respectively, enter the 
general plant department where they, 
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R. L. Johnson E. M. Barney 
Manager Inst.-Repairman COE 
Ashland General Plant 


too, occupy newly established positions 
as central office equipment super- 
visors. Herman M. Studier, general 
foreman; James W. Cruickshank, man- 
ager at Ashland; F. L. McCormick and 
Ernest M. Barney also move to General 
Plant, Mr. Studier as outside plant su- 
pervisor, Mr. Cruickshank as general 
plant clerk, Mr. McCormick and Mr. 
Barney as installer-repairmen COE. 

Loran J. Powell, development super- 
visor of General Commercial, was 
transferred, with the same duties, to 
the staff of B. A. Isaman, supervisor 
of planning, with the shift of responsi- 
bility for development surveys to the 
planning department. 

Coincidental with these changes, E. J. 
Flowerday, area manager at Hastings, 
comes to Lincoln as area plant super- 
visor and will replace Charles B. 
Meshier, district plant manager of the 
central district, when the latter retires 
July 1. The old central district, both 
plant and commercial sections, will be 
known as the Lincoln Area. The title 
of A. B. Waters has been changed from 
central district commercial manager to 
area commercial supervisor, with rela- 
tive changes in other titles for em- 
ployees of both sections. 

Robert H. Gray, area manager at 
Nebraska City, was selected to replace 
Mr. Flowerday as area manager at 
Hastings. Mr. Gray’s successor at Ne- 
braska City is Edward A. Ernst, area 
manager at Plattsmouth who in turn is 
succeeded by Vyrl V. Clark, area man- 
ager at Pawnee City. 

Also effective April 1, Pawnee City 
was discontinued as an area point, with 
the exchanges in Pawnee County being 
transferred to the Tecumseh Area and 
those in Richardson County becoming 
part of the Auburn Area. Richard H. 
Fischer moves from Wymore to Pawnee 
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City as exchange manager, while Ray- 
mond L. Johnson assumes the position 
vacated by James Cruickshank as ex- 
change manager at Ashland. 
Exchange managerships have been 
discontinued at Friend, Wymore, Clay 
Center, Edgar and Fairmont. Plant and 
commercial work at these points will 
be directed from neighboring area of- 
fices. The DeWitt exchange was trans- 
ferred from the Crete to Beatrice area. 
Historically, the district boundaries 
have been an integral part of the LT&T 
territorial organization since 1912 when 
the company expanded to its present 
geographical size through the purchase 
of the Nebraska Bell properties and 
other Independents then occupying this 
field. The districts were first served by 
resident plant, traffic and commercial 
chiefs. In 1922 these functions were 
combined under the jurisdiction of dis- 
trict managers. Appointed heads of the 
five districts then in operation were: 
F. E. Behm, Lincoln; W. C. Cooper, 


Hastings; C. G. Bennett, York; W. H. 


Caman, Beatrice; and L. P. Young, Ne- 
braska City. The Lincoln Zone was 
established with district plant and com- 
mercial managers in 1930. The Ne- 
braska City district was eliminated in 
1934. The York district disappeared in 
1939 when the designations Eastern, 
Western, Southern and Central districts 
were first used. 

The following personal sketches 
briefly record the service history of 
those involved in the recent changes. 


TYLER RYAN came to LT&T in 1934 following 
his graduation from the university. He was first 
a salesman in Lincoln Commercial and later moved 
to David City as clerk. In 1938 he became man- 
ager at Milford and in 1939 was appointed assis- 
tant area manager at Seward. In 1941 he went 
to Humboldt as manager and a year later was 
named area manger at Wilber. There he entered 
military service and on his return became districi 


clerk at Beatrice. He went to Tecumseh as area 
manager in 1946 and came to General Commer- 
cial as commercial engineer in 1955. His ap- 
pointment as district manager at Hastings came 
in May 1958. 


HOWARD W. SPAHNLE also started with the 
company as a commission salesman, working in 
Lincoln Commercial from 1932 to 1935 when he 
went to Hastings for a two-year stint to aid the 
sales efforts. He returned to Lincoln in 1937 as 
commercial representative. In 1942 he enlisted 
into military service, attaining the rank of Major 
by the war’s end. He came back to his job in 
October 1945 and in a series of promotions be- 
came directory compilation supervisor in 1946; 
directory manager in 1950; sales manager in 195] 
and commercial engineer in 1952. He succeeded 
Paul H. Henson as eastern district manager in 
March 1955. 


EDWIN J. FLOWERDAY dates his employment 
back 30 years when he started his career as 
groundman in the consrtuction department. Later 
he served at Nebraska City, Auburn and Wahoo 
as lineman and was made manager at Bennet 
in 1935. Two years later he went to Wahoo as 
combinationman and in 1943 became manager at 
Humboldt. In 1946 he moved to Pawnee City ina 
similar position and was appointed Hastings wire 
chief in 1948. His promotion to area manager at 
Hastings came in May 1949. 


HERMAN M. STUDIER has more than 35 years 
service with LT&T to his credit, beginning in the 
construction department as groundman in 1923. 
Later he became a construction lineman and fore- 
man. In 1933 he went to Milford as exchange 
manager and the next year moved to Sterling 
in a like position. In 1935 he returned to Con- 
struction as city foreman and in 1951 was pro- 
moted to general foreman. 


GEORGE B. KEITH has accumulated more than 
42 years of plant and equipment experience with 
the company, beginning with his employment as 
apprentice switchman in June 1916. Since 1932 
he has acted in supervisory capacities in both 
manual and dial equipment work. His appoint- 
ment as eastern district wire chief came in Janu- 
ary 1954. 


FRANCIS P. DARNOLD succeeded D. C. Wilson 
on the latter’s retirement from the position of 
western district wire chief in 1954. He was first 
employed as a shopman at Lincoln in October 
1922. He became a switchboardman in 1924 and 
COE installer in 1932. He entered the Lincoln 
switchroom in 1940 and was on special assignment 
during the latter part of the war. In 1948 he 


was made installer-repairman COE and was pro- 
moted from that position to district wire chief. 


ROBERT H. GRAY entered the telephone field 
as a groundman at Bradshaw in 1923 and already 
had passed through the classifications of lineman 
and combinationman before being appointed man- 
ager at Table Rock in 1931. Four years later he 
went to Plattsmouth as wire chief and was named 
manager at Weeping Water in 1939. He became 
area manager at Seward in 1950 and at Ne- 
braska City last year in May. 


EDWARD A. ERNST worked several years for the 
Continental Telephone Company at Columbus be- 
fore joining LT&T’s construction crews in 1928. 
Later he was an exchange lineman at Hastings, 
Hebron, Lincoln and Auburn before becoming 
manager at Syracuse in 1944. In 1949 he went 
to Nebraska City as wire chief and was advanced 
to area manager at Plattsmouth in April 1951. 


VYRL V. CLARK was initiated into the tele- 
phone business as a groundman at Humboldt in 
1946 and in 1948 became installer-repairman at 
Pawnee City. After a year’s service with the 
signal corps in Korea he returned to the com- 
pany in 1951 as a member of the Wilber plant 
department, becoming manager there in 1952. His 
promotion to area manager at Pawnee City came 
in 1956. 


JAMES W. CRUICKSHANK represents the second 
generation of a telephone family and dates his 
career from 1948 when he worked during the sum- 
mer with the plant forces at Wahoo. After 
graduation from U of N he began full-time em- 
ployment as groundman at Wahoo until his trans- 
fer in 1952 to eastern district clerk at Lincoln. 
He was named manager at Ashland in January 
1958. 


RICHARD H. FISCHER joined the company in 
November 1947 as warehouseman at Lincoln after 
his discharge from military service. He was pro- 
moted to installer-repairman in 1948 and was ap- 
pointed manager at Milford in 1954. In October 
1957 he moved to Wymore as manager. 


RAYMOND L. JOHNSON entered the Tecumseh 
plant department in July 1945 where he served 
as combinationman until his appointment as man- 
ager at Cook in May 1952. He moved to Friend 
as acting manager in October 1957 and was 
appointed manager there in March 1958. 


ERNEST M. BARNEY began as a warehouseman 
at Lincoln in July 1942 and changed to a shop- 
man before he entered military service for a 
3-year hitch. He returned to the shop in 1946 
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W. Cruickshank R. H. Fischer 
General Plant Manager 
Clerk Pawnee City 
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and a year later became a switchman. in 1950 
he received his present classification as installer- 
repairman COE. 


FREDERICK L. McCORMICK dates his service 
from August 1946. He was a combinationman at 
Hastings until 1953 excepting for a few months 
spent with Construction as a splicer. He worked 
then as a switchman at Hastings until July 1957 
when he became installer-repairman. As q mem- 
ber of General Plant he will be dispatched from 
Hastings. 


LORAN J. POWELL’S first labors for LT&T were 
as draftsman in the engineering department where 
he was assigned to equipment design and later 
to the outside plant section. His transfer to Gen- 
eral Commercial and promotion to development 
supervisor came in July 1955. Mr. Powell has also 
assisted in the work of the Telephone News as 
photographer. 


In concluding his announcement of 
the changes and appointments, Mr. Hale 
said, “We realize that organization and 
personnel changes of this magnitude 
will create some problems. We realize 
it will take time to become familiar 
with the new organization and its lines 
of authority and responsibility. We 
are sure that with the CO-operation of 
all of you this can be accomplished 
and that we will have improved effi- 
clency and economy in our operations.” 


Bb Pe a ae: & 
F. L. McCormick L. J. Powell 
Inst.-Repairman COE Development Supy. 
General Plant Planning 


Lincoln Telephone News 


Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 8, Nebr. 


Our Cover 


The two Lincoln street scenes were 
taken 85 years apart. The first, dated 
about 1872, looks north from 11th from 
about K street toward University Hall, 
eight blocks away. The First Baptist 
Church is at left foreground. 


The lower picture looks west on O 
from 14th street and is from the camera 
of Chuck Edholm, a leading local pho- 
tographer. But no “before and after” 
theme can adequately portray the mir- 
acle of Lincoln’s origin and growth in 
its first hundred years which, in the 
wide band of history, brings it only to 
the age of youthful vigor. Congratula- 
tions to Lincoln and to those who built 
and made it into a fine, clean city. 


Cleveland Will Head Personnel 


In a management letter dated March 
27, Merle M. Hale, vice president, drew 
aside the curtain to December 1, at 
which time, he announced, Walter F. 
Roberts, personnel director, will retire 
and Lloyd W. Cleveland, general traf- 
fic superintendent, will assume re- 
sponsibility of that department and will 
continue as head of the traffic depart- 
ment. 


For Patriotic Service 


The father of W. H. (Ted) Husing, 
area Manager at Tecumseh, received an 
unexpected and very significant honor 
lately when he was awarded the newly 
created Americanism medal of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. 
He is Henry W. Husing. of Rock Port, 
Missouri who qualified for the award 
as “an adult naturalized citizen who 
has demonstrated ability, trustworthi- 
ness, service, leadership, patriotism and 
the promotion of the American way of 
life.” Mr. Husing came to America 
from Germany in 1906 and has since 
been instrumental in helping many 
others learn the American way of life. 


Visitors From Argentina 


The Argentinean guests with company officials. From left: B. J. Sievers, C. B. Meshier, M. C. 
Walker, Luis Grela, R. K. Ghormley, Ricardo Pontoriero, Thomas C. Woods, Jr., R. E. Salas, Armando 
Chornobroff, K. L. Lawson, M. M. Hale, L. W. Cleveland and Walter F. Roberts. 


During a two-week period in March, 
LT&T was host to a group of Argentin- 
ean telephone folk who are currently 
studying the structure and practices of 
various American telephone systems. 
The visit was sponsored by the Inter- 
national Telephone and _ Telegraph 
Company. The group is composed of 
Luis Grela, Ricardo Pontoriero, Juan 
Golia and Armando Chornobroff, with 
R. E. Salas of IT&T accompanying 
them in the role of interpreter. 


Messrs. Grela and Golia spent most 
of their time in the plant department 


Henry G. Peachman Retires 


The retirement of H. G. Peachman, 
chief testman of Toll Equipment, Lin- 
coln, became effective April 1 with his 
attaining the required age under the 
Plan. He follows his brother, Charles, 
into retirement 
from the same sec- 
tion a year and a 
half ago, and thus 
closes a span of 
more than two- 
score years in which 
the Peachman 
brothers, individu- 
ally and collec- 
tively, stood guard 
over the toll circuits 
of LT&T. 

Henry, unfortunately, has been un- 
able to be at his post since last July 
when an extensive illness began. It 
scarcely needs saying here that his host 
of friends in the company are in ac- 
cord with their wishes for his con- 
tinued improvement in health. 

Mr. Peachman began his career, with- 
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observing equipment and methods, 
while Messrs. Pontoriero and Chorno- 
broff centered their interest in com- 
mercial, traffic, accounting and or- 
ganizational phases. 


The four are officials of the govern- 
ment operated Empresa Nacional de 
Telecomunicaciones (called ENTEL) of 
Buenos Aires. In their study of the 
company they relied mainly on inter- 
views with the personnel who had 
charge of the specific functions into 
which the responsibilities of the vari- 
ous departments are divided. 


out preliminaries, at the toll testboard 
and, except for the interruption by 18 
months’ naval service in the first World 
War, he has always held his station be- 
fore the complicated and mysterious 
board with its maze of related equip- 
ment and long-reaching cords. It was 
here that many technological advance- 
ments crept into the telephone indus- 
try—repeating coils; phantom circuits; 
simplex telegraph systems; vacuum 
tubes; teletypewriters; telegraph con- 
centrators; wire photo service; carrier 
system; microwave transmission. 


Through the long period of evolution 
and refinement in toll and wire facili- 
ties, Mr. Peachman has studied dili- 
gently to remain abreast of develop- 
ments and adept in finding the faults 
and ailments of the services to which 
he has been assigned. 


Mr. Peachman came to the company 
in March 1916 as a toll testman. He 
served in World War I with the U. S. 
Navy from October 1917 to June 1919 
when he returned to his former duties. 
He was appointed chief testman in 


October 1931. 


Wm. Hassler Succumbs To Long Illness 


William L. Hassler, 72, retired since 
1951, quietly passed away on the morn- 
ing of March 31. Despite long and per- 
sistent treatment for a heart disorder, 
“Billy” had been active and alert until 
the very morning of 
his death. 


In his many years 
of service with the 
company, Mr. Hass- 
ler met most of its 
people and to each 
he displayed those 
onviable qualities of 
friendliness and sin- 
cerity that won him 
respect and affec- 
tion from all. So it 
was that, in his departure from life, 
a feeling of profound sorrow per- 
vaded the ranks of LT&T employees. 

It was in April 1918 that Billy first 
appeared with the company as a com- 
binationman for Lincoln Plant. Not 
long afterward he went to the gen- 
eral shop where he worked two 
years before entering the local serv- 
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ice department as a testman. In 1927 
he became chief clerk for the chief of 
service, and though his title changed 
in successive reorganizations of the 
department, he remained in the same 
location for nearly a quarter of a 
century until his retirement as dis- 
trict plant clerk in July 1951. Mr. 
Hassler, however, had been unable 
to be at his desk for a year prior to 
his actual retirement and most of the 
time he lay dangerously ill from a 
severe heart seizure. 


In the years that followed he 
seemed to gain in strength and re- 
cently had been able to follow his 
inclinations in a normal _ fashion, 
coming often to town where he 
sometimes dropped in for a _ visit 
with old friends at the company. 


His interests and activities always 
centered in employee affairs. He was 
for years an avid bowler and a regu- 
lar in the telephone league. He was 
secretary for TEMBA for two terms 
and a charter member of the Frank 
H. Woods pioneer chapter. 


etdons 


At the 40-year dinner, from left: P. R. Winscot, D. C. Weaver, R. 
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K. Ghormley, B. A. Isaman, 


Sis Be. 


R. J. Connors, B. D. Pattison, K. L. Lawson, M. C. Walker, C. B. Meshier, H. S. Knudson, L. W. Winscot, 
H. W. Spahnle, W. F. Roberts, M. M. Hale, G. B. Keith, H. W. Armagost, H. Furr, O. B. Dill, W. J. 


Knudson, L. W. Cleveland, B. J. Sievers. 


The names of Leroy W. Winscot and 
Harry S. Knudson have been bandied 
about the company for years beyond 
the memory of most employees. In 
fact during the ides of March, those 
names were inscribed on the roll of 
those who wear the 40-year emblem. 
A feast was spread at the Cornhusker 
Hotel, Lincoln, on March 17, where a 
score of guests helped do the honors to 
the occasion and to the long and valued 
labors of Leroy and Harry. 

Mr. Winscot is presently a member 
of the David City plant department, 
but most of his service has been ac- 
cumulated in Construction. For years 
he commuted regularly to his job at 
Lincoln from his home at David City, 


so the present post is more to his com- 
fort and convenience. He began with 
the company in December 1918 as 
groundman and was a lineman and in- 
spector before becoming a foreman in 
1935. His service date, because of a 
break, has been moved to March 14, 
1919. 

Mr. Knudson appeared on the scene 
as combinationman at his home town of 
Beaver Crossing on March 18, 1919 and 
he has remained steadily on the job 
ever since. He was appointed manager 
at Beaver Crossing in January 1921 and 
went to Valparaiso in a similar position 
in April 1926. In January 1940 he trans- 
ferred to Lincoln Plant in his present 
position as combinationman. 
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For Meriforious Service 


A unique public relations item used by the 
Carpenter Paper Company is a Certificate of Merit 
which is awarded on occasion to peopie in other 
fields, usually in recognition of outstanding serv- 
ice or performance in their dealings with Carpenter 
Paper. 

Such an award was received in early March, 
directed to “Operator 84,” for “her outstanding 
performance in getting an important call through 
to Kalamazoo, Michigan.” In an accompanying 
letter, Norman E. Prucha, district manager for 
Carpenter, expressed his appreciation for the com- 
pletion of the call under difficulties. “You have 
a lot of fine people in your organization and 
speaking as a customer and also a stockholder, 
we’re proud of them, too,” he added. 

Operator 84 was identified as Patricia L. Pentz, 
of Lincoln Traffic, who stands between Melba 
Richards, chief operator and L. W. Cleveland, gen- 
eral traffic superintendent, smiling her apprecia- 
tion in receiving the Certificate of Merit. 


___ 


A Good Bill 


Of interest to telephone people is a 
bill recently approved by the Nebraska 
legislature which makes jit a mis- 
demeanor to obtain or attempt to obtain 
telephone service through the use of a 
false, revoked, counterfeit or non-ex- 
istent number, or with an existing 
number without authorization of the 
holder. The bill is LB424. 


Headlines 


Sterling Nelson, area manager, York, was 
elected president of the local Rotary International 
and will take up the duties of office, along with 
the other newly elected officers, on July 1. 

George Eggleston, area manager, Auburn, re- 
ceived the identical honor of beina elected presi- 
dent of the Auburn Rotary Club an 


d in his 
too, the new duties begin July 1. ial 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by the Telephone Employees‘ Mutual 
Benefit Association during March 1959: 

Primary Members..24 Claims..$2,480.65 

Dependents .......... 16 Claims... 1,429.70 
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$3,910.35 


Hobson, Hank Wentink, M. W. Franklin, Ernie Wellman, Dick Spohn; and at right: L. W. Cleveland, 


Al Reed, Ray Baldwin and Frank Norton. 


Well, the Pioneers did it again—but 
then they are old hands at busting 
records. This time they set some kind 
of attendance mark for a March Stag 
as 78 members rolled into former 
restricted territory at the present Air 


Giving careful attention to their selection of 
eatments we recognize from left: Bob Donaldson, 
Tom Roller and Elvin Wait. 


Bowling 
in 
March 


The boys didn’t wait long to sound 
warning that they had reached their 
peak in bowling form. Don Boer- 
righter started it off the first week 
in March in the Lincoln league by 
shattering the pins for a 243 game, 
tying with Jim Ehlers and Don Nor- 
ton for second high for the season. The 
next week Construction rolled the sec- 
ond highest team series of 2692 scratch. 
Roy Mills, on March 18, got the league’s 
only 600 series of the month with his 
authoritative 616. 

At Stromsburg, Smick Williams dem- 
onstrated his tournament form with a 


National Guard station, northwest of 
Lincoln, and took over the Officers’ 
Club for their evening’s get-together 
on March 6. 

A Smorgasbord supper, of vast pro- 
portions, was catered by chefs and 
waitresses of the nearby Compass 
Room, while potables were served to 
order by the regular expert of the Club. 
Probably through a misprint in the 
bulletin, the price was marked at a 
measly dollar, though it is known that 
the Pioneer treasurer had to fork over 
$2.50 for each meal that was served. 
Somebody, somewhere in the deal, 
surely lost some money with that kind 
of charitable attitude. 

In times past, entertainment in vari- 
ous forms has been provided at Pioneer 
stag gatherings, but that part of the 
agenda has been dropped. These fellows 
have no need for a program as they 
have the ability to seek out their own 
amusement as the party breaks into 
small groups for gab-fests or card 
games. 


634 series, while Barney Hayes, of 
Hastings, registered a fine 232 game. 

The ladies did real well, too. Norma 
Somerheiser, in successive weeks, rolled 
series of 532 and 556. Other 500’s in the 
Lincoln league were made by Rexine 
Bretta with 520 and Lois Ehlers with 
512. 

As a result of returns from a ques- 
tionnaire mailed to the gal bowlers it 
is decided that their league will move 
to Parkway Lanes come next fall, 
where they will bowl on Monday nights 
at 9 o’clock, filling eight alleys with 
five-member teams. 

By now, the men’s company-wide 
tournament has passed into history, and 
the story, with pictures to match, will 
be told in next month’s News. The 
women’s tournament is slated for May 
3 at Hollywood Bowl, 48th and W 
streets, Lincoln, and it, too, will be 
covered photographically and given 
proper space in a later issue. 
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Overseas Telephone Service 
Continued from Page 8 


accepting collect calls or credit cards. 
Each year some of these restrictions 
are eliminated and the service further 
improved. 

Calls to Cuba and Hawaii may be 
placed either on a station-to station or 
a person-to person basis, the same as 
within the United States. However, on 
calls placed to all other countries the 
same rates apply for both station-to- 
station and person-to-person calls. The 
initial period for overseas calls is three 
minutes and the initial rates apply 
to any conversation of three min- 
utes or less. The additional minute 
rate applies to each minute of conver- 
sation or fraction thereof in excess of 
the initial period. However, reduced 
rates on calls placed at night or on 
Sunday do not necessarily follow those 
here in United States, but vary de- 
pending upon the country called. 

To some countries reduced rates 
apply only on Sunday. If interested, 
one should reach the Long Distance 
operator who will advise as to when the 
reduced rates apply on calls to a partic- 
ular country, since they do vary con- 
siderably from one country to another. 

Report charges are made on calls 
placed to some countries. This charge 
is 75 cents and applies after the called 
station is reached or a call to a par- 
ticular person cannot be completed, due 
to circumstances beyond the control of 
the Telephone Company. The Over- 
seas operator will advise when a report 
charge is required. 

To give some idea of what the charges 
are to call overseas, the initial rates as 
of April 1, 1959, to some of the more 
frequently called countries are listed 
below: 


Reduced 
Day Rate 

England $12.00 $ 9.00 
France 12.00 12.00 
Germany 12.00 9.00 
India 15.00 15.00 
Japan 12.00 9.00 
Puerto Rico 7.50 6.00 


As was mentioned before, because 
of our geographic location here in the 
United States, people in Nebraska are 
not as aware of the overseas facilities 
that are available to them as some of 
our seaboard states, but our awareness 
is continually increasing. Each year the 
aumber of calls completed and the 
number of different countries called in- 
creases. There is no doubt but that as 
our interest grows and improved facil- 
ities are made available, there will con- 
tinue to be an increasing demand for 
this service. As in the early days of 
telephony, one felt a sense of accom- 
plishment when a call to New York 
was completed, where now we take it 
as a matter of course, so some day in 
the not too distant future, we will pick 
up our telephone without a second 
thought and say “Operator, I’d like to 
talk to Paris, telephone number OPera 
2-9951. 


L. B. Mapel Called By Death 


One of the sad duties of this maga- 
zine is to record the passing of men 
and women who gave of their youth- 
ful energies to the building of the 
company, gathered age in its service 
and then departed 
for far-away places 
in the years of their 
retirement. 


One such man 
was Lester B. Ma- 
pel, 77, who died 
March 8 at Long 
Beach, California 
after a long illness. 
Mr. Mapel may not 
be remembered by 
; most of the younger 
folk of LT&T for, except for a few brief 
visits back to Nebraska, all of the 16 
years of his retirement have been spent 
on the west coast. It is to be regretted 
that he, and others like him, could not 
have been near us in his sunset years, 
for our history is steeped in their ac- 
complishments and our progress is built 
upon the foundations laid by their 
efforts. 

Mr. Mapel was typical of the tele- 
phone men of his day who began “in 
the hooks” and worked through various 
jobs and experiences to become versed 
in all the segments of the industry. In 
those uncomplicated times they evolved 
into a distinct species known as an 
“all-around telephone man.” 

Mr. Mapel began as an installer at 
Lincoln in July 1912 and later was man- 
ager at Waverly, solicitor-collector at 
Lincoln and manager at Utica. While 
there his career was interrupted for a 
year while he served in World War I 
with the signal corps in France. 

Returning from military service in 
July 1919, he resumed his job at Utica 
and the next year went to Seward for 
a 20-year stay, successively becoming 
manager in 1920, area commercial man- 
ager in 1934 and area manager in 1939. 
His retirement was an event of Novem- 
ber 1942. He was a charter member of 
the Frank H. Woods pioneer chapter. 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. Carl Crouse are the proud 
parents of a boy, Michael Leonard, born Feb- 
ruary 22. Carl works in Nebraska City Con- 
struction. 

A son, Courtney Mark, was born March 
23 to Mr. and Mrs. Rolland Drake. Rolland 
is a switchman at Beatrice. 

Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Jurgens announce 
the arrival of a daughter, Sara Sue, on March 
8. Mr. Jurgens is a Beatrice switchman. 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Keiner became the 
proud parents of a girl, Michele, on March 
26. Marilyn is on leave from Revenue Ac- 
counting. 

A girl, Linda Kay, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Ray Mathis on March 4. Ray is em- 
ployed in Lincoln Construction. 


CENTENNIAL CALENDAR 


Saturday, May 2 thru Saturday, May 9 


May SATURDAY MAY 
2 The Centennial Begins 


% Mammoth parade starts at noon. 

* Centennial ‘‘White Lilac’’ Ball 8:30 p.m., 
Pershing Auditorium. George Gobel, Step 
Brothers, Freedom Chorus, Jan Garber 
Band. 


May SUNDAY May 


Religious Heritage 


% Special morning church services through- 
out the city. 

* 3 p.m., Dr. Walter Judd, Congressman 
from Minn., speaks at University Coliseum; 
massed children’s chorus. 


May MONDAY May 
A Commerce and A 
Industry Day 
% Noon luncheon honoring Lincoln firms, at 
Cornhusker. Robert M. Feemster, of Dow 

Jones, New York, will speak. 

%* Placing of Centennial Capsule at Pershing 
Auditorium. 

*% Official opening of 6-day Commercial & 
Industrial Exposition, Auditorium (Open 
4-10 p.m. daily through Sat.) 

*% 8:30 p.m., ‘Elijah’’—Mendelssohn’'s Ora- 


torio—one performance, at University 
Coliseum. 


May TUESDAY May 
5 Community Day 5 


% 4-10 p.m. Comm. & Indus. Exposition. 


% 8:00 p.m., ‘Tower on the Plains,’’ Cen- 
tennial Spectacular, opens for a 5-night 
run at Auditorium. TV star Hoby Gilman 
of CBS “’Trackdown,’’ heading a cast of 
600. 


*% Individual celebrations in all Lincoln com- 
munities. 


May WEDNESDAY May 


6 Cultural Day 6 


%* Street festival of the arts, ‘The Best of 
Lincoln.” 


*% 4-10 p.m., Comm. & Indus. Exposition. 


% 8:00 p.m., “Tower on the Plains,’’ at 
Auditorium. 


May THURSDAY May 
7 Historical and 7 
Recognition Day 
% Noon luncheon, Lincoln Hotel, honoring 


distinguished citizens and oldest residents. 
Herbert Brownell, Jr., will speak. 


% Dedication of plaque honoring community 
founders and builders. 
* 4-10 p.m., Comm. & Indus. Exposition. 


% 8:00 p.m., “Tower on the Plains,’ at 
Auditorium. 


May FRIDAY May 


8 Youth Day 8 


% Special convocations in schools. 
% 4-10 p.m., Comm. & Indus. Exposition. 

% 7:30-11:30 p.m., Youth Dance at U. of N. 
Coliseum. Fabian. Bill Albers’ orchestra. 
%* 8:00 p.m., “Tower on the Plains,’’ at 

Auditorium. 


May SATURDAY May 


9 Western Day 9 


% 9:30 a.m., Western Day Parade. 

10:30 a.m., Quarter-horse show, State Fair 
Grounds Coliseum. 

Noon Buffaio Bar-B-Que at Fair Grounds. 
12:30 & 8 p.m., Rodeo, Fair Grounds Coli- 
seum. 

3 p.m., All-Sports Day at Univ. of Nebr. 
4-10 p.m., Comm. & Indus. Exposition. 

8 p.m., Square Dance Festival, U. of N. 
Coliseum. 

8 p.m., Last performance of ‘’Tower on 
the Plains,’ Auditorium. 
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ALSO OF INTEREST 


% May 1—Armed Forces Day—LAFB 


% May 10—Spring Choral Concert, University of Nebraska Coliseum. 


York Lot is Cleared 


The three lots recently purchased as 
the site for a future dial exchange 
building at York have been cleared of 
structures and, since this picture was 
taken, have also been fenced to dis- 
courage their use as a playground. The 
camera looks east across Burlington on 
which the lots have 180 feet of front- 
age, with 120 feet bordering on 6th 
street, to the right. The properties lie 
about 1% blocks east of the present 
York office building. 
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Happiness Ahead 


DeLoris Beltz, Revenue Accounting, and 
Melvin Bellinger exchanged wedding vows on 
March 21. The ceremony was performed at 


Freidens Lutheran Church in Lincoln. 


Lorene Friesen of Lincoln Traffic was 
a noe _ 4 
united in marriage to Donald Comer on Feb- 
ruary 28 at the Bethesda Church in Hender- 


son. 


Judy Guthrie and Lyle Handy, Jr. said 
“T do” on March 24 in Lincoln. Judy works 


in Unit 2 of Lincoln Traffic. 


Theodore Leitschuck, Beatrice Plant, and 
Louise Henke were married February 14 at 


the Lutheran Church in DeWitt. 


Elva Remmers, Auburn Traffic, and Loyal 
Eitzmann, Hebron Construction, exchanged 


marriage vows on Easter Sunday, March 29, 
in St. John’s Lutheran Church, Auburn. 


Ruth Tunks, Auburn Traffic, and Elmer 


Howell were married March 19 at the Chris- 
tian Parsonage in Auburn. 


Mary Weyers, Revenue Accounting, be- 
came the bride of Bob Neeman on April 4 
in a ceremony performed at the American 
Lutheran Church, Lincoln. 


Thanks 


Folks hardly realize the number of thoughtful 
people there are in the LT&T family until illness 
or misfortune strikes. Myrtle Henline and Roy 
Cleveland both asked the News fo tell their story 
for them. Myrtle, confined to her bed with an in- 
jured ankle, and Roy, in the hospital for an 
operation, received so many cards, letters, calls, 
flowers and visitors that they despair of ever get- 
ting through with the “thanking” job. They have 
asked the News to do it for them and that is 
what we are doing now. Thanks, all, on behalf 
of Roy and Myrtle. 


No Slack Season 


It’s been an “open winter’’ and our construction 
crews have been able to work steadily at the big 
backlog of projects now under way. Here a crew 
is raising and reinforcing a three-arm lead at a 
crossing point of the new Interstate Highway. 


he Horsemen--And the Last l- Formation 


When this picture was taken, rumors already were sweeping the country that Henry Ford was 
about to discontinue his famous Model T in favcr of a completely redesigned miracle car to be 
known as the Model A. So four Lincoln installers—from feft: Joe Miller, Jr., Harry Schilling, Jim 
Dudgeon and Art Albers lined up their trusty ‘flivvers’’ to pose for this historic picture. The year 
was 1927. 


Promofions Make Your Home 
and i For a King 


Transfers 


! 
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O. D. Spencer 


Wires ere ces & in 


Commetrci al a Be “ S 3 | eam 
Sandra Catron, clerk to service representa- Shae .. gfiimge 
tive, Lincoln. 
Marjorie Doty, clerk to service representa- 
tive, Lincoln. 
Engineering 
O. D. Spencer, engineering assistant to 
engineer. 


Plant 


Lyonal C. Bacon, groundman to driver, 
Construction, Lincoln. 

Donald I. Haith, lineman, Construction, 
Tecumseh, to combinationman, wire chief's 
office, Lincoln. 

Harry A. Hibbler, splicer’s helper, Con- 
struction, Lincoln to Nebraska City. 

Albert D. Miller, splicer, Construction, to 
combinationman, wire chief’s office, Lincoln. 


Wm. A. Parry, frameman (temp.) to 


frameman, Lincoln. URDAYS NOW. SEE US ANY TIME, MON- 
Robert L. Smith, splicer’s helper, Con- DAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 8 fo 12 and 


struction, Lincoln, to splicer, Construction, 1 to 5 


Nebraska City. 


Now that the season is Spring, 
With the fix-it-up thoughts Spring 

can bring; 
The Co-op you'll find 
Offers loans of the kind 
That can make your home fit for a king! 
On any type of loan, make sure 
you know what your Employees’ 
Cooperative Credit Association 
can do for you. 


DON'T FORGEI—WE'RE CLOSED ON SAT- 


New Employees 


Accounting Traffic 
Nancy Murray.....- Mach. Opr........--- 2-23. Alice Cady. ciciccikc: Opr., Lincoln.......... 2-23 
Karen Peterson Inez Gaffin.............- Opr, Lincoaliizc...2:. 3- 9 
APE). tactestesnay Mach. Opr.........-- 2-23 Judy Guthrie............ O66, EincoWiccuccce: 2-23 
LaRue Hans............ Opr., Lincoln.......... 2.05 
Commercial Connie Kohtz.......... Oper., Hastings...... 2-24 
Sandra Catron.......... Slade Lincoln.....- 2-23 Charlotte Linder...... Opi: YORK ociscsncesee 16 
Marjorie Doty...... Clerk, Lincoln...... 2-23 Juanita McKinnon....Opr., Lincoln..........2-23 
Sharon Jewett.......... Clerk, Lincoln...... 2-23 Betty Parker ciccesica Opr., Lincoln..........3- 9 
5 PEG RBCS. oxiesenransinel Opr., Lincoln.......... 2-23 
ant Delores Reiber.......... Oper., Hastings......2-24 
Prtlio: Ls BOM css: Swmn., Crete.....- 3- 2 Patricia Sughrue......Opr., York ............ 3-16 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Around The Circuit 


Mary Goracke, Mabel Lipskey, 
Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editors 


Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 


March has been the month for showers and 
weddings in Traffic. Ruth Tunks was the 
honored guest at a miscellaneous shower held 
at the home of Betty Whitlow on March 5. 
Due to the snow storm, Betty was stranded 
in Lincoln and did not get home to greet 
the guests. ...@On March 9 a grocery shower 
was given for Elva Remmers who will be 
leaving to make her home in Hebron... 
Shirley Gerdes celebrated her birthday by en- 
joying a steak dinner at Ulbrick’s Cafe in 
Nebraska City. She was ably assisted by 
other Traffic girls. 


Beatrice Area 


by Katherine Widick & Veronica Siske 

Dorothy Trauernicht and family attended 
the Ice Capades in Lincoln recently. ; 
Mable Wieting entertained at a birthday din- 
ner honoring Lela Watson, Beatrice CO, and 
Evelyn Menke, Fairbury CO. .. . Rethal 
Falk has been making frequent trips to Lin- 
coln to visit her granddaughter, Lisa Ann. 

. Leon Rezny, Lincoln, was a recent visitor 
in the Beatrice switchroom where he for- 
merly worked. . Franklin Jurgens went 
to Harlan County to fish but had poor 
luck. . .. John Brockmeyer visited relatives 
in Omaha recently. 


Crefe Area 
by Loretta MclIlInay 


There is no news to report from Friend or 
Wilber. Vacations will be coming up in the 
near future, so that looks promising. ... At 
Crete, Mrs. Thomas Dredla, Jr., Cub Scout 
leader, brought in 10 Cubs for an office 
visit on March 9. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois McCord 


Bonnie Harris vacationed at home. a 
Dorcas Slater visited relatives in California. 
. .. Janice Kasparek and Karen Fisher have 
begun toll training under the expert guidance 
of Irene James... . ‘‘Tiny’’ Hanau is back at 
work after being on the sick list for several 
days. ... ‘‘Buster’’ Folkers and Jack Caley 
spent a few days helping the construction 
crew at Auburn repair lines damaged by the 
recent snow storm. 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


We are happy to report that Margaret San- 
burg, chief operator at Shickley, is on the 
road to recovery after recent surgery. P 
That big sparkle in the traffic department is 
the new addition to our “I let him chase me 
till I finally caught him”’ club. Congratula- 
tions to Barbie Nittler. . Commercial and 
Traffic girls had a farewell party for Betty 
Ackland who resigned to assume the duties 
of full-time housewife. ... “Yours truly” is 
most happy to be back after a two-months 
leave of absence. 


Hastings Area 


by Patricia Dahlsten 


Joyce Hecht had an exciting finish to what 
started out as a routine shopping trip to 
Lincoln. She and her sister stopped at a 
filling station to service the car for their 
return trip. As they were leaving, a man 
went berserk, threatened the _ station at- 
tendant and broke the windows in the aston- 
ished girls’ car. At the request of the police, 
the girls remained in Lincoln from Saturday 
until Monday. Margaretha Hurd spent 
her vacation at home. ... Sympathy is ex- 
tended to Zelma Fobben in the death of her 
father and to Jim Dudgeon in the death of 
his son Bernard which resulted from a traffic 
accident. 


Beards Sprout in Toll Equipment 


The men of Toll Equipment spent weeks preparing for the coming Centennial of Lincoln and 
their individual efforts at whisker growth and design produced an outstanding array of facial decoration. 
In the picture, from left: Frank W. Norton, Wallace L. Gake, Max F. Jenkins, Chester E. Harp, Otis L. 
Clark, Irv D. Schneider, Arthur C. King, Al L. Reed, James L. Landenberger, Robert E. White and 
Al L. Spaulding. 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona J. Kenning 


E. H. Wellman and Ruth enjoyed the Ice 
Capades with friends in Lincoln. ... We are 
glad to have H. G. Taedter back with us 
after a sudden illness which placed him in 
the hospital. ... We extend sympathy to the 
Bill Peperkorn family in the loss of their 
baby daughter. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen and Norma Jean Dettmer 


Ivan Livingston, Ernie Barney and George 
Kane attended the Sports Show in Omaha 
recently. George was very surprised and 
pleased as his name was drawn from the 
barrel and he is to be presented a trophy 
to be signed by the Omaha Cardinals plus 
two tickets to any home game he wishes to 
attend. ... Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gray also 
attended the show. . Vacationers so far 
have been Lois Seybert and Lois Hoback, Traf- 
fic. . . . Gladys Parker and family attended 
the Ice Capades in Omaha.... With a win- 
ning basketball team at Syracuse, several of 
the employees were kept busy attending the 
games. However, the only one to get caught 
away from home the Saturday of the snow 
storm was Donald Jacobson. Margaret 
Rappl and Kay Bassett went to Lincoln to 
see the Grand Ole Opry. ... Betty Peoples 
and Elsie France and families were in at- 
tendance at the Ice Capades in Lincoln... . 
Norma Jean Dettmer and husband attended 
the lumber dealers convention in Omaha. 


Plattsmouth Area 


by Thelma Tritsch 


On March 18 some of the Traffic and 
Commercial gals had a_ surprise party on 
Tip Johanns, Chief Operator, to help cele- 
brate her birthday. Cake and ice cream was 
enjoyed by all present. . Our night op- 
erator, Beulah Russell, is home recuperating 
from a nasty case of measles. ... Sondra 
Robb, occasional operator, had a very seri- 
ous accident during our last snow storm. 
She was returning from Offut Air Force Base 
when she hit some ice, throwing her car 
into the bridge and bouncing off to the oppo- 
site side damaging the car most extensively. 
but Sondra was most fortunate to have re- 
ceived only a sprained ankle. 


Seward Area 


by Helen Norwood 


The first early vacationer this year is 
Beata Merz of Traffic who is spending part 
of her vacation in Norfolk and at home. 
Beata and Martha Merz attended the con- 
firmation of their niece in Norfolk on Palm 
Sunday. . .. We are sorry to lose Howard 
Eickman who is resigning from Plant to 
enter pre-med school in Fairbury Junior 
College this fall. He plans to become an 
anesthetist. 


Sutton Area 


by Catherine Cassel] 


Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Moorhead took their 
daughter Beverly to Denver to enter nurse 
training at the Children’s Hospital... . Gor- 
don Sinner was the lucky winner of a 5- 
piece set of Hallite aluminumware in a guess- 
ing contest held during open house at the 
Kansas-Nebraska Natural Gas Company . 
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Building Progress -- March 


Month after month, as we cover the growing stage of the new general office building, it puts on 
added touches of beauty and imposing bulk. The picture, taken April 2, shows the four-story east 
annex now faced in Indiana limestone and agate granite to its full height. The stand-uno scaffolding 
used by masons in laying the stone was being dismantled. The suspended scaffold on the east face 
of the main section had climbed to the cighth-floor level leaving the finished exterior wall beneath it. 
The louvered steei siding for the equipment floor atop the building also is being installed. 

But it is inside the building that one gains an insight to the complications of modern construction. 
Most of the service pipe runs are still uncovered and one can hardly imagine the need for such an array 
of conduits, pipes, duct runs, etc., that now stand exposed in the walls. 

Carpenters, plasterers, sheet metal workers, pipe fitters, plumbers, electricians, all are working at 
their trades in various parts of the building’s innards. 


Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer spent a week- 
end with Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Mankamyer and 
Kay at Denver. 


Tecumseh Area 


by Norma Lee Hahn 


Trene Thies and husband enjoyed a week- 
end in Columbus. . Bonnie Taylor enter- 
tained friends from Omaha, and your corre- 
spondent entertained a brother-in-law and 
family from St. Joseph. Nancy Gottula 
and Ines Meister visited in the home of 
Carol Pope, a former operator. During 
the recent snow storm Don Hester and Dean 
Keedy decided the simplest way to find their 
way through the drifted roads was to follow 
a snow plow, which they did, and ended 
up miles from their destination. Marge 
Cottingham and Vera Norvell celebrated 
birthdays in March and each was presented a 
much-needed wastebasket. Chocolate chif- 
fon cake, baked by Lelia Douglas, was served 
by Leila and Norma Lee Hahn. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


John Eckles purchased a '51 Ford station 
wagon to use on his fishing jaunts. 
Arlene Reetz travelled to Minnesota to visit 
relatives the weekend of March 13... Kathy 
Stephenson and Karen Hoffman went to 
Colorado for a weekend tour at the time of 
the big snow storm. No one knows the 
whereabouts of Evelyn Critel who is on va- 
cation. Edna Pflughaupt and Kathleen 
Bedient both began their vacations on 
March 29. 


Accounting 
Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


Estella Foght escaped from the drab and 
dreary, cold and blowy March days into a 
world of sunshine, if not quite light, for a 
week. On her interesting trip through the 
moss- grown South, she went from Eureka 
Springs, Arkansas, a town of peace and 
beauty; to Vicksburg’s battlegrounds, viewing 
Winthrop Rockefeller’s Arkansas ranch in be- 
tween; then to Natchez where she toured five 
pre-Civil War homes with their lovely 
grounds; Baton Rouge, New Orleans, Biloxi, 
Mobile, Louisville (a bit of business mixed 
with pleasure—visiting Fair Sawmill—the 
largest in the South), Memphis; and then 
home again. Moss on trees must be pretty. 
Found elsewhere, not so very. ...B. J. Sie- 
vers and Larry Connealy traveled with I.B.M. 
man Robert Gormley to California to inspect 
machine installations and glean more infor- 
mation from California Water and Telephone 
Co. at Monrovia, General Telephone Co. of 
California at Santa Monica, Pacific Telephone 
and Telegraph Co. at Los Angeles and the 
I.B.M. Plant and Customers School at San 
Jose. This trip was preceded by one to Mil- 
waukee, where Mr. Sievers and Larry viewed 
Wisconsin Electric Company’s machine instal- 
lation; and Cleveland, where LT&T’s order 
from Addressograph-Multigraph was final- 
ized. . . . Henry O, chief work causer at the 
Sherwood apartment, has been deposited for 
a time in Red Cloud where Betty's family will 
be able to devote more time (only constantly) 
and energy to watching over, entertaining, 
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and maybe even training the young canine. 
_.. Vim, vigor and vitality at 9:20 a.m.—it’s 
those iron pills for breakfast. How else could 
Marilyn Atkins have managed to pull that 
desk drawer completely out of the desk—be- 
fore coffee break? The crash woke the rest 
of the group up. ... The department’s con- 
dolences were extended to Don Schwenke on 
the death of his mother, March 9. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 
Carol Carlson, Associate Editor 


Anxious to keep her newly purchased rose 
bushes in good condition until they were to 
be taken to Syracuse, Darlene Hagel-Pitt 
placed them in the commode. Her husband, 
unaware of the situation, was shocked the 
next morning when he found the bushes 
which appeared to have sprouted up over 
night. . . . Bonnie Barr and husband are the 
proud owners of a 1958 Mercury... . Cleo 
Hartman entertained 17 members of her 
family on Easter... . Betty Hlavinka traveled 
to Ord to spend Easter with her parents.... 
Lily Malecek’s grandson from Kansas City 
was baptized in Lincoln on Easter Sunday.... 
Eleanor Grabowski undoubtedly had the red- 
dest face ever seen when on Saturday, after 
working hard all day, she almost got into a 
car with a strange man, thinking it was her 
brother who was to pick her up. 


Engineering 


W. G. Ehrlich, Associate Editor 


At this time we would like to congratulate 
Vic Musselman on his promotion to outside 
plant engineer. Because of this promotion and 
his added responsibilities, he will no longer 
be Associate Editor. Vic has done a fine job 
writing this column and we're sure you will 
all agree that we hate to see him give it 
up. We only hope to do as fine a job writing 
this column. And now we congratulate 
Roger Ghormley on his promotion to chief 
engineer, Harlan Cane on his promotion to 
cost control supervisor, and Buck Isaman on 
his promotion to supervisor of planning. We 
wish all of them the best of luck on their new 
jobs. . . . Even though it is only the first of 
April, spring fever is in the air. Vacations are 
already being planned. Kay Johnson started 
it off and, with his wife and three children, 
went to Yuma, Colorado to visit her relatives 
over the Easter holiday. Jerry Isaman went 


to Hastings over Easter to visit her relatives. 


Gay Henderson has been talking about vaca~ 
tion plans for his new Oldsmobile but nothing 
definite has been decided. Along with 
the spring fever, boating fever is also circu- 
lating around. One of the first to catch it was 
Louie Hinkley of Outside Plant. By the way, 
Kay Johnson has some kind of monstrosity 
in his basement. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Marcia V. Watson, Associate Editor 


The big news of the month past was the 
many changes in the organization and in per- 
sonnel, upon which we welcome to our 2nd- 
floor Plant the following: Mabel Lipskey, 
Jim Cruickshank, George Keith, Ernest 
Barney, Francis Darnold and Herman Stu- 
dier. . .. Merle M. Hale, vice president, at- 
tended a board meeting of the USITA in 
Florida during March, with a side trip to 
Nassau, in the Bahamas... . In the Cafeteria, 
Reah Churchill welcomed a new grandson 
and Marcia Watson a granddaughter. 
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Lincoln Plant 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


News items are still scarce hereabouts, al- 
though, as you can see, Central District has 
changed to Lincoln Area and our new area 
manager, Mr. Flowerday, is on the ground 
learning the ropes. We all join in welcoming 
him to Lincoln. Mr. Meshier will remain with 
us until his retirement in July... . Chris 
Lyberis found out that if you put your snow 
tires on backward, you simply can’t go for- 
ward in deep snow. With his wife and little 
Jimmy, Chris was stalled by backward tires 
in the recent blizzard. The three started 
walking home but were forced to seek shelter 
in a nearby car-port where they were seen 
by the lady of the house, who invited them 
inside where they weathered the brunt of 
the storm. ...A welcome visitor at the office 
was Roy Cleveland who was taking his first 
adventure in town after his recent operation. 


"A" Office 


by Wm. C. Baker 

Off for an early and dandy vacation was 
Clem Bottorff who attended a big square 
dance festival at Phoenix, Arizona and then 
traveled on to Las Vegas, where the Bot- 
torffs report having a real good time; thence 
to Los Angeles and a visit with the Ed 
Dulins; to San Diego, Tucson, Carlsbad 
Caverns and back home to find a winter 
wonderland. Renoz Kunz took a two- 
weeks naval ‘“‘cruize’’ at Ft. Hueneme, Cali- 
fornia and supplies the news that “the Navy 
hasn’t changed a bit.’’ 


"5" Office 


by Chris Lyberis 
The first vacation from these parts was 
taken by John Drake who spent an aching 
week at home building muscles in heavy 
work about the house and yard. 


Trouble Shooter 


You think you’ve got problems? Try working on 
some of those of Carl Ahl, now in his 13th year 
as secretary-treasurer of the men’s bowling league 
at Lincoln. Throughout the season Carl provides 
statistics, advice and substitutes for the league’s 
16 teams and lately has been wrangling with 200 
rugged individualists and 34 unwieldly teams scat- 
tered about the territory concerning their entries 
and fees for the company-wide bowling tourna- 
ment of April 5. One thing about it. Carl always 
has the answer. He never takes the Fifth Amend- 
ment. 


When Did All This Happen’ 


Let your memory waft back thirty-odd years—if it can—and try to pin-point the time when 
our present general office building was swathed in scaffolding. We'll help you. It was during the 


summer and early fall of 1926 and a fourth floor 


was being added to the original three-story struc- 


ture which was then less than 14 years old. The picture was taken about August 1, 1926. 


General Traffic 


Marilyn Beckerbauer, Associate Editor 


On Friday, March 20, Juanita Schleif com- 
pleted 20 years of service with the company. 
Unfortunately, the flu bug had bitten Juanita 
and she had to remain at home that day. 
The following Monday, however, she was 
presented her pin and the belated congratu- 
lations of the entire department. ... Con- 
gratulations also go to Mr. and Mrs. L. W. 
Cleveland who were accorded the honor of 
being elected to serve as president of the 
Lincoln High School Parents’ Association. ... 
It’s been a long, hard winter—with every 
meal eaten indoors. And now that spring is 
upon usS weather-wise as well as calender- 
w se, that familiar seasonal odor of smolder- 
ing charcoal will once again fill the air. 
Soon all of us outdoor chefs will be able to 
return to the grill. Yes, it’s time for the 
annual migration from dining room and 
kitchen to the patio. Make mine medium 
rare! 


Lincoln Traffic 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


Spring is busting out all over and here on 
third floor we are bursting at the seams with 
new students. It is difficult to find a place to 
sit some days and it doesn’t do any good to 
have a reservation because when classes are 
in session students take precedence. We have 
had as many as five classes in session at 
once. ... Loretta Murphy is proudly wearing 
a new diamond and making wedding plans, 
another sure sign of spring. Beverly 
Cromwell was honored at a stork shower on 
March 18 at the home of Mardelle Bailey. 
Evelyn Koch was co-hostess. Dealva 
Wheeler and family motored to Arkansas to 
visit home folks over the Easter holiday... . 
Helen Heiser spent a long weekend in Kansas 
City not long ago. We offer our sym- 
pathy to Bernice Bishop for the death of her 
father. . Darlene Multer is still chuckling 
over the removal order that came to her 
desk not long ago with ‘‘deceased"”’ in the 
remarks space. Imagine her surprise the 
next day when she received an RO order 
with “changed mind” in the remarks space. 

Velda Wickencamp and family spent 
Easter in Denver. Ruth Goepfert an- 
swered an S. A. signal not long ago and a 
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man’s voice asked unbelievingly, “Is this 
the telephone company?’’ Ruth assured him 
that it was and he replied, ‘“‘SSounds more 
like Cape Canaveral to me.’ Guess he didn’t 
like our back stage noises of hammering and 
pounding. ... When Mary Waterbury donned 
a maternity dress not long ago it prompted 
her little daughter, Connie, to say, “I know 
what that is; it’s an eternity dress.” ... 
When a frustrated David City subscriber 
had dialed and dialed to no avail she called 
the long distance operator and said, “You 
not only have raised the rates, you’ want us 
to do all the work.” 


“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


J. L. Lyne resigned as chairman of the Re- 
tired Employees Club because of the pressure 
of other affairs and we were pleased to have 
A. S. Keckler substitute as chairman at the 
last meeting. ... Roy M. Cleveland has been 
in the hospital for surgery, but we’re happy 
to say he is home again and doing fine. ... 
Lucy Lyle also found it necessary to return 
to the hospital for a while, but is home at this 
writing and recovering nicely. Bertha 
Sharp enfoyed a visit from her sister and 
niece of Kansas City for several days during 
the latter part of March. ...Mae Hunt saw 
the movie “South Pacific’’ on March 8, and 
tells how much she enjoyed it. ... We’re 
sorry to learn that Joy Dobbs has entered 
the hospital for surgery. . Charles Albers 
has returned home following a long confine- 
ment in the hospital and reports that he is 
doing fine. 


Supply 


Dale Heiliger attended an Old-Timers Quar- 
tet convention of the Central States district 
in Kansas City. The only quartets eligible 
to attend are those that have been organized 
ten years or longer. Many of the quartets 
are no longer active due to moves of the 
members, but they all get together once more 
for this convention. The Jess Ellis 
family had a get-together in Albuquerque 
before their daughter and family left for 
England where her husband is stationed... . 
Welton Grant spent a week of his vacation in 
Ogallala visiting relatives and fishing. 
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Hundreds of witnesses can testify 
that Clyde Burge, Beatrice, was in 
church on a certain Sundav morning. 
As he and the Mrs. were leaving, her 
hat blew off and Clyde darted off in 
pursuit. He chased it to the middle 
of a busy intersection, stopping 
traffic in all directions, and fol- 
lowed it in narrowing circles right 
into a deep puddle as the entire 
Congregation cheered his efforts. 


Mabel Livskey, General Plant, 
had a bad moment when her 
spiked heel became wedged in 
the step of an escalator. By 
some fast thinking she slip- 
ped off the shoe and tugged 
it free just as the step 
reached the floor above. 


| PAID MY MONEY 
AND THEY hi 
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We've heard of irate golfers 
wrapping their club around a 
tree, but it remained for 
Verald Spears, Lincoln Plant, 
to do so during the course of 
play. Verald took a left- 
hand swipe ata ball that 
nestled close to a tree and 
somehow missed his arc. The 
club head swung ‘'round the 
tree, leaving a nice spiral 
in the metal shaft. 


The well-advertised company bowling 
tournament at the Hollywood Alleys 
almost lost a customer as Vic 
Musselman spent a bad half hour 
beating on the doors of the Bowl- 
Mor Lanes some four miles away. 


| THINK ILL PLEAD 
SELF DEFENSE » IT 
WAS EITHER HIM 


“MONTGOMERY S ? YEAH JILL 
GIVE YOU THE RETAIL 


Killing a pheasant out-of-season from 


a highway is quite a crime in these John Brockmeyer  has_ been 
parts, but Ed Flowerday managed to do working the ‘Beatrice test 
just that while on his way to his new board with Rex Montgomery, 
job at Lincoln on April 1. What keeps but sort of forgot his 
him out of jail is the fact that he helper's name; so when one 
did it accidentally, catching the of the men called for Rex, 
flying bird on his’ windshield while John switched him to the 
cruising a legal 65 m.p.h. local Montgomery Ward store. 
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EE THEY FOUND yet WE'RE ) {17S ALL RIGHT, 
rout WE ; GOING THE WE CODLDN : 
WASN'T DEAD WRONG GO ANYWHER 
DIRECTION ELSE. 


Chasing some rural line 
trouble during the deep 
snow, Don Hester and Dean 
Keedy, Tecumseh Plant, 
decided the only way to 
get there was to follow a 
snow plow, which they did 
- only to end up miles 
from their destination. 


Darlene Multer, Lincoln 
Traffic, worked a tele- 
Phone removal order with 
the word "deceased" writ- 
ten in the Remarks space. 
Next day came a re-order 
on the_ same telephone 
with the explanation, 
"Changed mind." 
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Chris Lyberis, Lincoln switchroom, was forced to 
abandon his’ snow-bound car during the recent 
blizzard and not until later did he find the 
reason he couldn't make headway. He had re- 
versed wheels when he installed his snow tires 
last fall, so that the tread pointed backward. 


YOUVE GOT To PUT 
THE CLOCK IN THE PAN / 


Mary Hessler, General 
Plant, lately has been 
putting the alarm clock 
inside an aluminum pan 
to increase its sound 
effect. One night hus- 
band Don set the clock 
but forgot the pan and 
the Hesslers slept 
right through its re- 
duced ring the next 
morning. By dint of 
missing breakfast they 
made it to work on time. 


| WONDER HOW 
MANY Cows 
HE'S MILKING 


The Air Force has a plane guiding tower near Martel 
that is known as the Homer beacon. LTT has several 
circuits strung to it to take care of communication 
facilities. Vaughn Baum got to wondering about the 
complex circuits and one day asked Vic Musselman, 
"Who is the big farmer with all the telephones down 
south of Lincoln?" Vic asked for more’ information 
and Vaughn replied, "His name is Homer Beekan." 
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G. E. “Red” Frazier, mechanic, at work on manhole ventilator and gen- 
€rator unit in power tool repair shop. 


CRD I 


Gas refueler unit, used for refilling gasoline tanks. This machine has 
an automatic self-starting pump and a meter for recording the gasoline 
delivered. A record is kept of the amount put in each vehicle. The truck 
is provided with a dry chemical fire extinguisher as a precautionary measure. 


The parts room stores materials and tools used in the motor vehicle and 
power tool renair sections. Rex King, receiving clerk, is at the telephone. 


LT&T's 


= PERFORMS IMPORTANT 


First of a series of three 
articles on the functions and 


design of the new garage. 


The August-September, 1958 issue of the News told about 
the construction of a new garage building at the corner of 
21st and L Streets with a total floor capacity of 76 thousand 
Square feet, including the roof parking space, providing for 
a Maximum storage of 180 motor vehicle units. The construc- 
tion of the building was prompted by the need for a larger 
and more efficient storage space for our motor vehicle 
equipment, better repair and service facilities for vehicles 
and small power units, and dispatching rooms for con- 
struction crews and service department employees. 

The following work operations are performed in the 
new building: 

Mechanical repair and vehicle servicing operations of 

the garage. 

2. Dispatching arrangements for service department em- 

Ployees and night material loading of trucks. 

3. Construction truck loading operations and employee 

dispatching. 

The garage mechanical repair section is divided into two 
parts, one assigned to the repair of miscellaneous small 
power tools and the other, the repair of trucks and fleet cars. 

In the first named section, power tools used on con- 
struction trucks are repaired and reconditioned. These con- 
Sist of combination manhole ventilators and propane engine 
generators, power chain saws, portable gasoline engine gen- 
erators, winches, rapid reverse gear boxes, and pole hole 
diggers. 

Equipment such as rapid reverse gear boxes and winches, 
and diggers are of special construction and require qualified 
mechanics to work on them. Even in a large city like Lin- 
coln it is difficult to find commercial repair shops that can 
handle the repair of these units, because they do not have 
replacement parts for working on the special equipment. 

To have these units repaired elsewhere might mean a 
delay of weeks before they could be returned. In an emer- 
gency a power driven unit can be repaired in the garage 
shop or out on the field and returned to service by the next 
day. Considerable savings result to the company by the 
elimination of lay-up time for the truck and crew. 

The motor vehicle section handles the overhauling and 
repairing of automobile and truck engines and the repair 
of brakes, steering mechanisms, generators, starters, car- 
buretors, and distributors, as well as differentials and trans- 
missions. Complete body repairs and the painting of cars and 
trucks are also handled in this section. Four thoroughly 
competent mechanics work in this section, each qualified 
to handle all repairs of vehicles and small power units. A 
qualified automobile painter is in charge of the painting 
operations in the section. 
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Garage 


WORK FUNCTIONS 


by 
J. S. Reed 
Plant Methods Supervisor 


In addition to the motor vehicles, this repair section 
maintains all types of trailers, including semi-trailers, dual 
wheel units, and small two-wheel pole trailers. This work 
consists mainly of checking the wheel bearings and tires 
and, where these are provided, brakes and tail lights. 


A parts room is provided for stocking parts used in the 
repair and servicing of the vehicles and small power equip- 
ment. Last year the cost of parts inventoried in this room 
amounted to $28,458. The tools used by the mechanics and 
garage servicemen are valued at $23,649. 


Annually, each motor vehicle is thorouczhly inspected in 
accordance with a specified procedure which lists the con- 
dition of each vital part on a report sheet. Incidentally, 
great reliance is placed upon the motor vehicle drivers to 
report unsatisfactory operation or condition of the motor 
vehicles. Good driving habits and proper reporting of a ve- 
hicle’s condition often mean a difference between a mere 
Overhaul or a complete rebuild of its engine. 


The general service unit performs an important function 
in the maintenance of our vehicles. This is a force of four 
full-time and five part-time men who work assigned tricks 
to provide all necessary servicing of cars and building at- 
tendance day and night and over weekends. ‘They check 
every truck and car, filling gas tanks, adding oil and 
water, when necessary, and checking tires. They clean 
windshield and door glass on all vehicles except those 
that have been completely washed. 

This force also handles the preventive maintenance of 
cars and trucks, which consists of inspecting, adjusting, and 
servicing of various parts of the car. For each car, this 
preventive maintenance work is handled on the basis of 
1,000 miles or monthly, whichever comes first, with an oil 


change every 2,000 miles. 

Besides the mechanics and car servicemen, the per- 
sonnel in the motor vehicle department includes a car in- 
spector, a receiving clerk and a janitor. John Litzenberg, 
garage foreman, is in charge of the garage activities and 
J. W. Hartz, motor vehicle supervisor, heads the entire motor 
vehicle group. 

The LT&T’s motor vehicle organization takes care of 
240 motor vehicles plus two three-wheel motor scooters and 
70 trailers, representing a total investment of $723,799. One 
hundred motor vehicle units are located in Lincoln with 
the rest stationed in exchanges throughout the territory. 
The total mileage for the entire fleet during 1958 was 
2,604,262. 


(To be continued.) 


This is the motor vehicle repair section. In foreground is Charles L. 
Bouse, mechanic, who is performing a complete motor analysis preparatory 
to a motor tune-up. Robert L. Wilber, mechanic, is doing welding work on 
the rear bumper of a company truck. 
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Charles L. Bouse is lubricating a fleet car. In background are G. E. 
Frazier and R. L. Wilber. 
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J. W. Hartz, motor vehicle supervisor, right, is giving John Litzenberg, 
garage foreman, instructions for repair work on a motor vehicle. 
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Lincoln’s Mayor Martin, center, received the trans-Atlantic call in the library of his home. At 
left is A. B. Waters, area commercial supervisor; at right, A. B. Gorman, advertising manager. 


"Hello, Lincoln? This is Lincoln!’ 


Two Mayors of Lincoln—six hours 
apart—exchanged greetings by tele- 
phone April 22 as the Right Worship- 
ful Mayor of Lincoln, England, Coun- 
cilor Leslie H. Priestly, originated a 
long, long distance call that sped across 
the ocean and half a continent into the 
home of Bennett “Abe”? Martin, Mayor 
of Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Lincoln, England, lies a hundred-odd 
miles north of London near the histori- 
cal setting of the Tales of Robin Hood. 

The call came at the appointed mo- 
ment, 7:55 a.m., which was 1:55 p.m. at 
Lincoln, England. The connection was 
planned and made to observe the open- 
ing of a new dial exchange there. The 
message spanned the Atlantic on the 
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construction of a sodded, tree-lined mall for the entire distance. 


new submarine cable described by 
Mr. Hobson in last month’s News. 

Mayor Martin received the call in his 
library. Both mayors expressed amaze- 
ment at the quality of the connection, 
and agreed that the voices sounded as 
loud and clear as though they were in 
the same city. Gathered about to wit- 
ness the historical event was a group 
of early-risers, including: Joe R. Sea- 
crest of the Lincoln Journal; Grey R. 
Jewett, of Western Electric—manufac- 
turers of the submarine cable; and A. B. 
Waters and A. B. Gorman, of LT&T. 

The two mayors discussed at some 
length the plans of Mayor Priestly to 
yisit our capital city during Centenniai 
Week, May 2 to 9. 


is talk of retaining the mall as a permanent feature of the city. 
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Citizens liked it so well that there 
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The Centennial theme met the eye at the 
building’s entrance where Hattie Staley, elevator 
operator, was prettily dressed in an old-fashioned 
calico gown. 


Roy Brendle and Waldo McDowell caught the 
spirit of the times and dressed accordingly. The 
teller is Judy Burcham. Beards and plug hats were 
so plentiful in all departments that the photog- 
rapher despaired of trying to cover the field. 
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The LT&T float looked fresh and dry as it 
passed the reviewing stand following the heavy 
rain of a half-hour before. Through foresight, 
huge plastic drop cloths had been provided to 
protect it during the downpour. It was drawn 
by the Chevy “sales wagon” driven by J. W. 
Hartz. 


Phytlis Gates, Directory, models the costume 
that won her first prize in the Uni Place festive!. 
It is one of the costumes she uses when accom- 
panying her husband, Dr. Milton Gates, to an- 
tique auto shows. They own a 1914 Ford Model 
T carryall, a 1923 Dodge hook and ladder truck 
and a 1917 Overland. 


The most beautiful float in LT&T history stood out in the Centennial parade May 2. It was 
constructed on a four-wheel trailer, with framework and decorations assembled by those unexcelled 
craftsmen, Welton Grant and Bill Rosenthal, Sr., with an assist from Red Frazier and Ray Sherman. 
Adding the final charming touch were, from left: Shirley Plautz and Joan Jones, of Lincoln Commercial. 


Centennial dresses, compliments of LT&T, were worn by the ladies of Lincoln Commercial. How 
we wish the startling effect could be shown in color. First row, i to r: Sharon Jewett, Jean Baker, 
Jean Paulson, Cecile Anderson, Sheila Schabacker, Virginia Wurtz, Shirley Plautz, Verna Alexander, 
Esther Jewell, Judy Burcham, Sigrid Hohl, Carolyn Wren, Carol Le Grande. 

Second row: Jane Schirmer, Viola Fischer, Marjorie Doty, Joan Jones, Maudie Slocum, Clarice 
Bulwan, Suzy Saunders, Jeanette Ulmer. 


Third row: Virginia Anderson, Shirley Heiliger, Janet Schirmer, Mary Miller, Sandra Catron, 
Marlene Castles, Patsy Sherman, Mary Pohlenz, Lillian Sowers, Linda Sipes, Betty Thomsen. 
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We may have to wait a hundred years before another such drawing for 
the “district” prizes can be made, for the Centennial girls of Lincoln Com- 
merciai made this a very special occasion. The ladies, from !eft: Betty 
Thomsen, Maudie Slocum, Linda Sipes and Shirley Heiliger. Bill Quinn, sales 
Supervisor, stands in the center. 


April Showers Bring May Sales 


We hate to take issue with the country’s learned economists, 
but times are tough and telephone sales don’t grow on trees. Prob- 
ably as a lingering result of the recent rate increase, employee sales 
did not keep the usual pace during April. Fortunately, we have a 
hard core of enthusiastic and persistent workers in the sales group 
and through their efforts, with an assist from 17 others who joined 
them during the month, we upped the sales total by 86 colored sets, 
46 residence main telephones, 30 residence extensicns, 12 Ericofons, 
16 business extensions and many other items. 

At the mcnth’s end, 200 employees had participated during the year 
in the sales program, s2ndinzg in 1078 service requests resulting jn 
1331 sales for $25,395 in annual gross revenue. 

Our extension development program is in need of help from every 
last employee. The 1959 goal is based on a 10% increase over exten- 
Sicns in service at the beginning of the year. The following chart 
gives the standings, by areas, at the end of April: 


1959 Extension Development 


Extensions Net Gain Goal % of 

In Service Since For Goal 
Area April 30 January 1 1959 April 30 
SRETOR pc ues Ol cteccatarenns 197 10 18 55.5 
Geneva .......... ple dae me Mtoe 246 12 23 52.] 
CFE. - sche eo fan, spades 613 29 58 50.0 
TECUINISENY  oediniernnenesntenionisive 271 12 25 48.0 
Davie TOY betrce siemens 233 9 22 40.9 
PROPIOI  <220ct ccintensstereicevenuns 156 6 15 40.0 
DUIDGTION dacczacepeteaascxyentavibs 247 9 23 39.1 
Stromsbu,g _ ......... onesie tassean ae 249 9 24 37.5 
FACIGUIFIOS.: jaccexvressiiectiseateudde: 1,767 6] 170 35.8 
Bol, Linco: Area: ....2.2: 146 Me 14 35.7 
Neb. City ..... udewmenteiseeeneeoas 606 19 58 Sa 
8) (i Posted hdc teak 367 10 35 28.5 
Seward ...... prc enadie Sie cesses 404 10 39 25.6 
PRAGUE:  avectetaccspidis ce 378 9 37 24.3 
EMICOIG Saciecraelevecccteostcccns 12,653 199 1,245 15.9 
WUCNIGO: cpcsavshiveted tesckcushedicuae: 519 8 aT 15.6 
MOGEM  secseSdcucacecenz teint, “ee 6 52 11.5 
Beatrice ..............02..cccce eee . 960 7 95 7.3 
Plattsmouth ........................ Ff 2 39 5.1 
Fairbury ........ bepcmre ne rea 356 -3 35 ~8.5 
WOEGE. acStencassciscsuwbcechteeasaces 21,297 429 2,078 20.5 


by Marvin Pilford and Vyrl Clark. 


Lloyd Lane, of Weeping Water 


Lillian Sowers, Lincoln Commercial, added to her tableware with the 
Central prize, presented by A. B. Waters. 
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Commercial. At left: Ernie Wellman, area manager. 


Mike Danaher, area manager. 
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Caro! Grummert, Fairbury Commercial, receives the Southern 


Lawn chairs composed the Western award to Ramona Kenning, Hebron 


Nearly inundated in the flood of score sheets and paperwork 
after the tournament, Walter F. Roberts, personnel director, checked 
the results to arrive at the division of the prize money. 


Roger W. Dehning, Cost Control, Mike Hunt and Bob White shared the 
rolled his first 600 series in the sin- 
gles event to capture the individual 
trophy. 


doubles crown on the strength of their fine 
1025 series and 243 handicap. 


Company-wide Bowling Meet Fills the Book With New Records 


If we may borrow the adjectives “stupendous” and ‘‘co- 
lossal” from Hollywood, they can be fittingly used to de- 
scribe our own production at Hollywood Bowl—the 1959 
version of the annual company-wide men’s bowling tourna- 
ment. The big event came to pass on Sunday, April 5, as 
employees from far and near took over the entire sweep 
of 24 alleys from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


Two hundred determined telephone men made up the 
field of campaigners. They rolled an aggregate of 1266 games 
during the course of the day. Scores mounted higher than 
ever before and some of the boys found that even their 
lifetime high games and series were not good enough to 
gain the coveted trophies. 


Cash prizes totaling $473.80 were dispensed to 69 top 
places in the team, singles, doubles and all-events divisions. 
The Switchroom team, rolling with three substitutes, cap- 
tured the five-man event with a fine 3025, which included a 
603 handicap. The champion quintet, with their scratch 
scores, were: Clem Bottorff—5il; Wayne Menze—499; Jerry 
Swenson—496; Bill Thompson—495; and Howard Stroup— 
421. 


Roger Dehning rolled an even 600 scratch which, aided by 
a 99-pin handicap, gave him the singles crown with a 699. 
He was followed closely by Les Hansen with 688; Buck 
Duer with 682; and Cloyd Bucknell with 681; all of which 
were higher than last year’s winning score. 


Recording the scores at tournament time, | to r: Buck Duer, Carl Ahl and 
Jim Ehlers. Buck was first in all-events; Jim second. 


Mike Hunt, York Plant, and Bob White, Toll Equip- 
ment, topped the doubles division with a 1025-243 for a 
1268 series. Mike’s big scratch series of 565 was the deciding 
factor in their victory. The Smith-Fisher, Lyberis-Sta!l and 
Livingston-Roberts teams followed in that order. 


The all-events scratch title went to Buck Duer with a tre- 
mendous 1787, pursued by his teammate, Jim Ehlers, with a 
1704. Others in the higher bracket were: John Buck with 
1623; Les Hansen with 1596 and Howard Spahnle with 
1592. Last year Smick Williams won this event with a 1623. 


All-events handicap honors also went to Buck Duer 
with a record-breaking 1976. Jim Ehlers totaled 1911, Roger 
Dehning 1882, Les Hansen 1875 and Ron Ueberrhein 1860. 
Chic Story won a prize certificate for the high series of the 
day—a 620, rolled in the team event. 


Most remarkable, among the statistics of the big tourna- 
ment, was the fact that there wasn’t a single cancellation, 
nor a case of absenteeism, nor a man who wasn’t ready to 
roll at his appointed hour. It speaks well for our bowlers, 
and reflects the great care that went into the organization 
of the event. It is a product of the personnel department 
and a labor of love for Walter Roberts, personne! director, 
and a dozen. other bowling enthusiasts who lent their 
willing, calloused hands. 


After the bowling, all hands retired to the basement to 
enjoy a smorgasbord dinner, compliments of the company. 


The Switchrom won the team championship. Its members, from lef?: 
Jerry Swenson, Bill Thompson, Clem Bottorff, Wayne Menze and Howard 
Stroup. 
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Heavy telephone development in south Lincoln prompted the erection 
of “south office’’ at 20th and Cherry streets in 1909. This was the 
first of LincclIn’s satellite exchanges. Its telephones carried an ‘‘F’” pre- 
fix. Now greatly enlarged, the “3” office still furnishes service to a large 
portion of southwest Lincoin. 


The general repair shop in the front basement. Most of its labors 
were concentrated on adjusting the mechanism of the big, fickle, delicate, 
three-wire dial of the “pot-bellied’’ telephone and its companion wall set. 
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The plant department was the center of activity as LT&T continued 
its rapid growth. Here, M. T. Caster, superintendent, confers with two 
of his lieutenants: Guy Vennum, seated, and Charles Peterson, foreman. 
James Greenstone sits at the other roll-top desk. 
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The year 1909 looms large in our company’s history. 
In January the Lincoln Telephone Company was reorgan- 
ized into LT&T and an extensive toll line network added 
to our holdings. Departments were set up; a 12-position 
farm and toll switchboard installed; the “south office” 
built and a two-story addition erected at the rear of the 
original building. A photographer, Lloyd Duncan, was hired 
to record the changes on film and fortunately his entire 
file of photographs has been preserved. The pictures on 
these pages were taken in October 1909. 


Cables entered the building through a tunnel from the office manhole 
in 14th street and presented a sorry comparison with today’s neat array 
of entrance cables in Lincoin’s new equipment building at 15th and M. 


The bookkeeping room later evolved into the accounting department. 
Its employees, from left were: C. P. Russell, cashier, Ethel Scheff, Harry 
Lindley, Eleanor Elmendorf, Anna Scott, Daisy McClanahan and W. L. Lemon. 
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LT&T plant forces, on the brink of mechanization, for within a few months 
a high-wheel International truck and Buick roadster would join our lineup 
of rolling stock. The rigs of installers, troublemen and construction forces 
traveled the length ana breadth of Lancaster County in these times, for 
LT&T operated manual exchanges at College View, Davey, Havelock and 


ny KL 


void of bins and shelves. Small items were stored promiscuously in their 
original containers, strewn about the floor. 
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A busy and crowded place was the service department, occupying the 
same quarters as it does today. Standing by the pillar at the center of the 
picture is Joy Dobbs. Fourth from left at the trouble board is Rose Riggs. 
Guy Vennum, wire chief, stands at left center. 
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Malcolm and a dial exchange at University Place. Lincoln service also 
was extended to ten locally owned exchanges in the county. There were 
no power tools. Hcles were dug and poles were set by strength of arm 
and back. A team of horses usually furnished the power for pulling in 
wire and cables. 
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The “‘contract’’ department; forerunner of Local Commercial. The 
ladies are unidentified. The men, from left, are: Nelson Korner, Dudley T. 
Cook, commercial manager, and J. W. Cheuvront. This narrcw room was 
north of the main lobby. 


A bit of sleuthing revealed that this picture of the executive office was 
taken Thursday October 7, 1909. Seated at the roll-top desk at left is 
George K. Gann, toll department head. Aft right is Leonard E. Hurtz, gen- 
eral manager. 
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ADVANCED AUTOMATIC DIAL SWITCHING—LINCOLN: From left: Jack L. 


Hardesty, Jake Frickel, A. L. Ager, instructor, Barton Franscn, G. L. 
Laschanzky. 


FUNDAMENTALS OF AUTOMATIC TELEPHONY—BEATRICE: From left: N. 
Peterson, D. Leber, Ted Leitschuck, R. Ankersen, J. Schuller, Wm. Eckles, 
Jr., instructor, Rex Montgomery, L. Keedy, Frank Nevitt, G. Heikes. 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF AUTOMATIC DIAL SWITCHING—LINCOLN: From left: 
Joe Dolezal, Glenn Melson, Larry Cook, R. L. Neugebauer, William Parry, 
Ervin Pfeifer, William Rosenthal, Jr.. A. L. Ager, instructor, Larry King, 
Leslie Hansen, Robert Baer, Robert White, John Dittenber, Wesley Hansen. 


PBX & PABX OPERATION—LINCOLN: From left: Kay Johnson, instruc- 
tor, Robert Chamberlin, Richard Merrill, D. D. Manson, Tom Roller, Wm. 


Ehrlich. 
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SUBSCRIBERS’ STATION INSTALLATION & REPAIR—LINCOLN: From left: 


Harry Hill, Ray Mathis, Robert White, Ronald Hibbert, instructor, James 
Irons, Phil Bailey. 


Graduation Time For Vocational Classes 


Once again, graduation time came for those employees 
who completed their courses in the evening telephony classes 
held at Lincoln, Hastings, Beatrice and Auburn. The ses- 
sions began in January and each course consisted of an 
established curriculum of two hours instruction, one evening 
a week, for a term of ten weeks. 


It takes fortitude and application to carry such a schedule 
to completion, for many or the students drove from far- 
away points to attend class. Certificates were issued during 
April to 114 employees who satisfactorily comnvleted the 
course of their choice of the eleven sponsored this year. 


This was the sixth year the current series of voluntary 
evening classes has been offered and it is gratifying to ob- 
serve the continued interest and attendance in this fine 
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CARRIER INDOCTRINATION — AUBURN: Seated: Jim Shafer, D. A. 
Hester, Myron Birdsley, Harold Cudaback, George Eggleston, Vyrl Clark. 


Standing: Fenton Kipling, Philip Bohl, George Damon, Warren Drake, Dan 
Smith, instructor, Edwin FitzGibbons, D. L. McCoy, S. M. Carr. 
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project. The instructors, all of whom were members of the 
LT&T family, also deserve a song of praise for their efforts 
in presenting an interesting and valuable series of lessons. 
So rapid are developments in our business that it is no 
easy job for the instructors to stay ahead of their students 
and be prepared for the questions that were constantly 
arising. 

The camera found ten of the classes, but unhappily 
missed some of the members who could not be present on 
picture-taking night. The eleventh class, one in Basic Micro- 
wave, was later organized at Lincoln and we’re sorry that 
no photograph was obtained of it. It was taught by A. L. 
Spaulding, of Toll Equipment, and its graduating members 
were: Wm. G. Ehrlich, Don Neill, Thomas H. Roller, Or- 
ville D. Spencer and Robert J. Brinton. 
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OF AUTOMATIC TELEPHONY—LINCOLN:; 


From left: 
Charles Story, Wm. Ehrlich, L. Cuzzupe, L. Davis, Joe Dolezal, Glenn Mel- 


son, Lowell Johnson, instructor, Hal Feather, Dean Hobson, R. D. Ad- 
kisson, Dale Hieliger, A. Walla, Ervin Weber. 


CARRIER TRAINING—HASTINGS: From left: Ralph Hromadka, Robert 
Culver, Phil Eckles, Elmer Moorhead, Robert Hunzeker, Gordon Sinner, 


D. R. McKean, instructor, A. L. DeBacker, George Murrish, Harlan Moothart, 
James Bauer. 


INTERTOLL DIALING AND SIGNALING—BEATRICE: From left: Rex Mont 


gomery, Harlan’ Gillespie, Harold Saathoff, Charles Kermoade, Wm. 
Eckles, Jr., instructor, Rolland Drake, Frank Nevitt, Franklin Jurgens, Frank 
Fisher. 
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SUBSCRIBERS’ STATION INSTALLATION & REPAIR—HASTINGS: From left: 
Ray Green, Duane Webb, Jack Pamplin, Dwight Enderle, R. Ziegler, Harry 
Tubbs, instructors, Harold Kempf, Darrell Joynt, Jack Keogh, John Guilkey. 

The class had 100% attendance on the night this picture was taken, 


even though a blizzard was raging outside and the temperature was seven 
below zero. 
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Our camera recently covered the personnel of three 
Lincoln dial exchanges that had not previously appeared 
in the Family Album pages of the News. But we hasten to 
2xplain that by the time the pictures appear in print many 
of the men may be at work in other sections of Lincoln 


1: George M. Albury, equipment foreman at 4-office. 
2: Howard W. Stroup, equipment foreman at 3-office. 
3: Joseph Bruce, Jr., switchman. 4: Elvin O. Wait, 
switchman, 2-office. 5: Harold E. Butler, switchman, 
2-office. 6: B. D. Livingston, switchman, 4-office. 
7: C. H. Bottorff, installer-repairman COE, 4-office. 
8: Ervin Pfeifer, frameman, 4-office. 9: Roy A. 
Shelton, switchman, 3-office. 10: V. B. Hutchison, 
installer-repairman COE, 3-office. 11: Norman M. 
Turner, apparatus-serviceman, 3-office. 12: Jake G. 
Frickel, switchman, 2-office. 13: Leon L. Rezny, 
switchman, 3-office. 14: Don W. Norton, switch- 
man, 2-office. 
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OUR FAMILY ALBUM: 2, 3 & 4 OFFICES, LINCOLN 


Plant. Our switchmen are rightly classified, for they 
switch freely to and fro between the 2, 3, 4, 5-7 and 6-8 
offices as well as to other special assignments. We iden- 
tify them on these pages at the various offices at which 
the camera found them. 


15: Gerald E. Carter, switchman, 4-office. 16: A. L. 
Ager, equipment foreman, 2-office. 17: Ronald H. 
Smith, switchman, 2-office. 18: Earl E. Moats, ap- 
paratus serviceman, 4-office. 19: Ronald J. Over- 
man, switchman, 2-office. 20: Robert J. Flowers, 
Switchman, 3-office. 21: Stanley Schweitzer, switch- 
man, 4-office. 22: William C. Baker, switchman, 
4-office. 23: William L. Templin, switchman, 3-of- 
fice. 24: Richard E. McCall, switchman, 4-office. 
25: Elmer R. Travis, apparatus serviceman, 2-office. 
26: Lawrence E. Cook, switchman, 4-office. 27: 
Gerald L. Laschanzky, switchman, 3-office. 28: J. 
H. (Rocky) Shepard, switchman, 3-office. 
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Merlie Markuson 
Lincoln 
45 Years 


E. J. Flowerday 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


Almyra Metcalf 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


L. W. Cleveland 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Patricia Tindall 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


45 YEARS Merlie Markuson, Lincoln (April 
anniversary). 

44 YEARS J. H. Hartley, Lincoin. 

43 YEARS S.C. Mann, Otto Nelsen, Lincoln. 
38 YEARS J. L. Baxter, Lincoln. 

37 YEARS Ivan Paddeck. Lincoln. 

35 YEARS T. B. Chinnock, Lincoln. 


34 YEARS W. K. Eno, L. C. Jenkins, M. 1. 
Metcalf, Lincoln; Hilda Johanns, Platts- 
mouth; R. E. Wait, Stromsburg. 


32 YEARS Minnie Allen, Lincoln: H. O. 
Gillespie, Beatrice. 

31 YEARS A. L. Johnson, Lincoln. 

30 YEARS Moreane Alldritt, Hastings; E. J. 
Flowerday, R. E. Mills, Lincoln. 

26 YEARS Verna Alexander, Lincoin. 

25 YEARS L. W. Cleveland, Almvra Met- 
calf, Lincoln. 

24 YEARS R. R. Winders, Lincoln. 

22 YEARS G.C. Artz, P. J. Garvey, Lincoln. 
18 YEARS Mcrna Bates, Lincoln. 


17 YEARS Jacob Albrandt, Lincoln: C. H. 
Kermoade, Wilber. 


16 YEARS M. J. Brandt, Beatrice: Eleanor 
Buettgenback, Viola Clough, R. B. Hobson, 
Lincoln; Thelma Tritsch, Plattsmouth. 

14 YEARS C. D. Bucknell, J. G. Durr, C. R. 
Stock, Nebraska City; W. L. Eckles, Jr., 
Beatrice; D. C. Weaver, Lincoln. 

13 YEARS Olga Andersen, Superior; W. P. 
Barry, Osceola; Frances Duryea, R. W. Slote., 
Lincoln; Beatrice Sundberg, York. 

12 YEARS C. P. Franzen, Pawnee City; Clar- 
ice Fuller, Beatrice; J. J. Keogh, W. M. 
Sherman, Hastings. 

11 YEARS Maxine Jones, 
McGuire, Crete. 

10 YEARS Della. Bredenkamp, Imogene 
Steingard, York; H. A. Ehrlich, Lois Meyers, 
Patricia Tindall, Lincoln. 

9 YEARS \Vilma Drake, Lincoln. 

8 YEARS Denna Donovan, Eunice Green, 
W. D. Minich, R. D. Thallas, Lincoln; Dor- 
othy Everett, Nebraska City. 

7 YEARS Lila Shaw, Lincoln. 

6 YEARS [van Tyrrell, Lincoln. 

5 YEARS Alma Konvalin, Elizabeth Noren, 
Superior; Lois McCord, Fairbury. 


Hastings; Lydia 


Lois Meyers 
Lincoln York 
10 Years 10 Years 
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Imogene Steingard 


Safe Drivers Recognized 


The Lincoln Kiwanis Club held a 
banquet on April 22 for commercial ve- 
hicle drivers in Lincoln who had an ac- 
cident-free driving record during the 
previous year. This civic organization 
has sponsored a traffic safety program 
regularly for a number of years. 


During 1958, 109 LT&T drivers oper- 
ated vehicles for the company without 
an accident. Two of them, A. T. Al- 
bers and A. C. King, received awards 
for 27 years of driving without an ac- 
cident. R. L. Clinton was recognized 
for 22 years of safe driving. Fifteen of 
our drivers received commendations 
for 10 years of accident-free driving. 


T. B. Chinnock 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


Over eighty of our Lincoln-based 
drivers attended the banquet. Lloyd C. 
Jenkins of Lincoln Plant, who is a 
member of the Kiwanis Club, presented 
the awards at the banquet. 


r Francis E. Smith, of Lincoln Plant, 
| was the recipient of one of the special 
awards presented at the banquet for 
outstanding traffic-safety performances. 
Of this we shall hear more in a later 
issue of the News. 


Moreane Alldritt 
Hastings 


30 Years : 
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Headlines 


The Hastings Business and Professional 
Women’s Club, at its annual meeting of 
April 7, re-elected Moreane Alldritt as 
president and Marie Pearson as vice presi- 
dent of the club for the coming fiscal year. 


R. E. Mills 
Both are members of Hastings Traffic. 


30 Years 


Lincoln 


Merl Sherman, Hastings Commercial, re- 
ceived a distinctive honor on April 14 when 
he was elected president of the Hastings 
Junior Chamber of Commerce at a general 
membership meeting. 
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If your bank balance causes vexation 
Now that time’s drawing near for vacation, 
Get a Co-op loan quick; 
The terms are real slick, 
And soon you'll be touring the nation. 
Vacation loans, too, can be easily 
arranged by your 
Employees Cooperative Credit 
Association. 
See us Monday through Friday 
H. A. Ehrlich 8 to 12 or 1 to 5. 
Cinkeln Don’t forget, we're closed Saturdays! 
10 Years 


“Why should a slon-poke burn me up?” 


When youre driving, 


Where traftic laws are strictly entorced, deaths go DOWN! 


your alfitude can Kill! When the stupidity or carelessness of other drivers 
makes you fume, watch yourself! If you let your anger fake control of your car, you can 
literally kill or be killed yourself! Nearly 37,000 people died in traffic accidents last year. 
Many were victims of good drivers who for one fafal moment allowed their emotions fo 
boil over. Check your boiling point and sfay a safe driver. 


Author 


Congratulations and compliments are 
due Lloyd C. Jenkins, Lincoln Plant, 
who authored a fine two-page, center- 
spread article for the April issue of 
Journal of Health-Physical Education- 
Recreation, a national phys-ed maga- 
zine published at Washington, D. C. 

The article was titled, “Is Safety 
Knowledge Enough?” and dealt with 
safety instruction in the Lincoln pub- 
lic schools where students carry on the 
program themselves, learning good 
housekeeping along with accident pre- 
vention practices. 
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Henson Back On Job 


The folk of LT&T were deeply con- 
cerned at the sudden illness and hos- 
pitalization of Paul Henson, who re- 
cently resigned as chief engineer to 
join United Utilities at Kansas City, 
but whose home is still in Lincoln. 
They'll be pleased to know that Mr. 
Henson has recovered sufficiently to 
return to his work. He has asked the 
News to express his deep appreciation 
for the calls, cards and many other 
marks of attention he received from 
those in our organization; too many, he 
says, to try to thank personally, what 
with his commuting and busy schedule. 


Lincoln Telephone News 


Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 8, Nebr. 


Our Cover 


Our pretty May cover has no hidden 
meaning. It brings us only the wordless 
message that Spring has crept silently 
and joyfully over the land. And in her 
generous way, Spring stirs into life and 
color every inch of her vast domain. 
She stirs the hearts of Nebraskans, too, 
for there is no more exhilarating ex- 
perience than to pass through those 
days when the grip of Winter is broken 
and the world becomes fresh and green 
and new. That’s the time to talk exten- 
sions and run up sales credits. 


Fifty for the Keesters 


Carl and Hazel 
Keester, two favor- 
ite people of most 
LT&T folk, ob- 
served their Golden 
Anniversary at 
their Los Angeles 
home on May 6. 
Carl was thoughtful 
enough to include 
an invitation to the 
News to attend the 
Open House held 
in the evening of 
that day—and had the distance been 
a bit less he might have had another 
plate to wash. Carl retired from his 
work in Lincoln Plant and moved 
to L.A. late in the year 1953. 


H-R Date Set 


Walter F. Roberts, personnel director, 
has announced the date and place for 
the fifth annual Human _ Relations 
Round-Up in a letter addressed to those 
who have completed the course. The 
gathering will be held at the Lincoin 
Hotel on September 24. This year’s 
leader will be L. Clayton Hill, professor 
of industrial relations in the Bus-Ad 
school at the University of Michigan. 


Cc. W. Keester 


What is a Corporation! 


an it be that life is sometimes 
breathed into inanimate things, so that 
they develop human characteristics and 
a recognizable personality? 

Take LT&T for example. 

We speak of company “methods” and 
“policies.” We read of its “desire” and 
“effort” to give good service. We know 
the company “acts” in matters such as 
buying property, erecting buildings, ex- 
tending its plant, installing telephones 
or adding equipment. Last fall the ter- 
ritorial newspapers told of LT&T “ask- 
ing” for a rate increase. Individually 
we are interested in the company’s 
“thoughts” on many subjects and know 
that it has a “voice” in other matters, 
some of which concern in various de- 
grees our own well-being and liveli- 
hood. 

Indeed it is hard to think of our com- 
pany as an inert and disjointed as- 
sembly of objects, such as buildings, 
ledgers, switchboards, poles, instru- 
ments and such. It is easier to per- 
sonify LT&T as sort of an individual of 
definite habits and character. 

And that is what it is. 

For LT&T is a corporation and the 
lives of many people—employees, 
stockholders, customers and others— 
are interwoven into its existence. A 
corporation, quite properly, may be 
likened to an artificial person, created 
by law to perform specific services and 
functions. It has advantages over the 
individual or even a partnership in that 
it may have continuity of existence, 
large-scale financing and widely dis- 
tributed ownership. 

The ownership, of course, is vested 


in the shareholders. The over-all man- 
agement of a corporation is the re- 
sponsibility of the Board of Directors 
elected by the share owners. The di- 
rectors, in turn, select the front-line 
officers of the organization who are 
directly charged with its operations. 

This artificial person—the corpora- 
tion—may employ people, own prop- 
erty, pay taxes, sue and be sued and in 
general have the rights and responsi- 
bilities of an individual, including the 
opportunity to be successful or unsuc- 
cessful. 

Like an individual, a corporation de- 
velops its own characteristics. It may 
be well-mannered or otherwise. It may 
be conservative or venturesome; big or 
small. It must earn its keep—make a 
profit—to stay healthy and solvent. To 
do so it must perform well the work 
for which it was brought into being. 

We think LT&T is still growing in 
character and in stature; that its repu- 
tation for fair dealing is continually 
enhanced through its contacts with cus- 
tomers. It is a “prestige” company and 
is considered to be a good citizen in 
every community it serves. 

But the company could not occupy 
such a position were it not for the 
people who give it the human touch. 
When you tell others “I’m a telephone 
employee,” you may do so with pride, 
for more often than not they invest 
you with some of the qualities they as- 
sociate with the company. This is both 
right and natural—for it is the men 
and women of LT&T who, through the 
years, have built and maintained its 
good reputation. 
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entertainment of barber-shop quartet singing and dancing girls. 
Order have made pointed inquiry as to why the dancing girl act should be ‘“‘wasted” on the women’s 
division and to this we have no answer except to quote reports that the program was thoroughly en- 


joyed by all in attendance. 


There were 50 ladies present and pictured above—by actual count. Twenty-eight of them chugged 
out of Lincoln by chartered bus. Others came from Auburn, Falls City, Plattsmouth and Weeping Water, 


while the host city also was well represented. 


Lillian Bader and Evelyn Beason were in charge of arrangements, while prizes were drawn by 


Women Pioneers Hike To Nebraska City 


It’s a good thing our territory is so wide, for these Ladies of the Pioneers are traveling troupers, 
and a little jaunt of half a hundred miles only whets their appetite for what lies over the horizon. 
On April 29, that consisted of a fine dinner at Steinhart Lodge, Nebraska City, topped by an evening’s 


Pearl Shreve, Cecile Morehead and Florence Tatman, ail from Lincoln. 


--28f 16 Ya 


Some of the men’s contingent of the 


Harold D. Wart 


The death of Mr. Wart on April 13 
closed the sad chapter of his life cover- 
ing the past two years in which he 
suffered recurrent attacks from a rare 
and serious heart 
disorder. Since the 
middle of last June 
he has been unable 
to be at his post as 
frameman in Lin- 
coln Plant. 

Mr. Wart first 
worked for LT&T 
for a period of five 
| months during 1945, 
Ya resigning in June to 

_take other employ- 
ment. He returned to his former job 
in the building custodial section at 14th 
and M in September 1946 and in 1952 
was promoted to sub-foreman. He 
transferred to 2-office as frameman in 
February 1955. He suffered a severe 
heart seizure in May 1957 that kept 
him from work until September, when 
he returned and was able to perform 
his duties until June 1958. 


Born at Weeping Water, he had lived 
in Lincoln since he was two years of 
age. He would have been 958 this 
month. Mr. Wart is survived by his 
wife, an aged mother and two chil- 
dren, Geraldine, a former employee of 
Accounting, and Roland, of Lincoln 
Plant. 


One Raise In 60 Years 


The Southeast Nebraska Telephone 
Company, with headquarters at Falls 
City, filed application for an increase 
in exchange rates with the Nebraska 
State Railway Commission last month. 
In the petition, E. S. Towle, president 
of the company, stated that it is the 
oldest Independent telephone company 
in the state and has been granted but 
one increase in rates; that occuring in 
1947. 


The company operates exchanges at 
Falls City, Rulo, Stella, Shubert, Ver- 
don and Salem, all of which have re- 
cently been renovated and converted to 
the dial system. 


Second Generations 


Congratulations to a couple of LT&T 
dads, whose sons attained the upper 
10% of their respective high school 
classes, scholastically, and were duly 
honored at a luncheon arranged by the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce on May 
11. The boys—Tom Saunders and John 
Musselman—are sons of Pep and Vic, 
both of Engineering. 


Pioneers Active At Convention 


The Pioneers cut quite a swath at the state telephone convention at Hotel Cornhusker, April 
20-22. In a joint project of the Frank H. Woods chapter, ITPA, and the Casper E. Yost chapter, 
Telephone Pioneers of America, a hobby exhibit was set up in room 921 and attended through the 
convention by members of the separate organizations. Attendants from LT&T were: Ray Baldwin, 
Marie Vidlock, Al Ager, Hattie Staley and Harold Brady. The three dozen hobby displays were viewed 
with much interest by about 300 people. In the picture above, Ray Baldwin at left, and Harold Brady, 


third from left, play host to two of the visitors. 


The customary Pioneer luncheon was held in the Georgian room April 22 at noon. It, too, was 
sponsored jointly by the two chapters. Presiding were K. J. Boshart of LT&T, president of the Frank 
H. Woods chapter, and Ralph Jones of Northwestern Bell, president of the Casper E. Yost chapter. 


B. A. Isaman acted as master of ceremonies. 


Mowers a Menace in Careless Hands 


It’s that time of year when the power mower comes up from the storage room and again takes 
its place in the lives and affections of grass growers. 


This energy and time-saving machine becomes a deadly weapon in the hands of people who 
don’t know how to handle it—a weapon that can result in permanent disability for one person out of 


every seven injured. 


Here are a few safety suggestions to help you operate your power mower with a minimum of 


danger: 

1. Know how to disengage clutch or 
stop engine quickly. 

2. Allow expansion space when fill- 
ing fuel tank. The heat of the sun 
causes gasoline to expand, and if it 
spills over the hot engine, fire can 
occur. 

3. Do not refill when engine is hot; 
this also can cause fire. Refill tank 
out of doors. 

4. Store gasoline in an approved con- 
tainer. 

5. When using a rotary mower safety 
shoes are a good idea. 

6. When starting the mower, stand 
firmly and make sure your feet are 
in a safe position. 


7. Inspect your lawn. Be sure there 
are no stones, sticks, wire or other 
debris in the area. 

8. Under no conditions should chil- 
dren less than teenage, or inexperi- 
enced persons be allowed to oper- 
ate power mowers. 

9. Bystanders or pets should not be in 
the immediate area of mowing be- 
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cause rotary motors can throw 
debris. 

Keep in step with your mower for 
good control. If you lag behind or 
let the motor pull you, you won’t 
be in full command of the machine. 
On hills and banks cut sideways 
and not up and down. This will 
prevent loss of control of mower, 
slipping into mower, and_ the 
mower sliding into the operator. 
Disconnect the spark plug wire or 
the electrical plug whenever you 
want to work on the under side of 
the mower. Tip the mower over 
by means of the handle. Don’t 
reach under the deck, chain guards 
or belt guards of any mower. 
Keep hands, feet and clothing away 
from any moving parts. Never at- 
tempt removal of any object from 
the mower until the rotor has been 
completely stopped. 

Do not use an electric powered 
mower when grass is wet. Be cer- 
tain the entire mower and power 
cord are in perfect condition and 
the motor is properly grounded. 


Otis L. Clark 


Commercial 


Luetta Bacon, clerk to cashier, Hastings. 

Dorothy Darnold, cashier, Hastings, to 
clerk, Lincoln. 

Sharon Jewett, clerk to service representa- 
tive, Lincoln. 

Mary Pohlenz, stenographer to service rep- 
resentative, Lincoln. 


General Offices 


Joyann Worster, senior secretary, from 


General Traffic. 
Plant 


Roger N. Bates, groundman, Lincoln, to 
lineman, Tecumsch. 


man 
2. 


Wheatcraft 


Promotions -- Transfers 


Luetta Bacon 


I. D. Livingston 


Otis L. Clark, testman to chief testman, 
Lincoln Toll Equipment. 


Kenneth F. Dill, groundman to lineman, 
David City. 

R. D. Hoffman, splicer’s helper to splicer, 
Lincoln Construction. 

Wm. R. Knee, testman to subforeman, 
Supply. 

I. D. Livingston, wire chief, Nebraska 
City to Tecumseh. 

Joseph A. Schuller, groundman to line- 
man, Beatrice. 


E. L. Wheatcraft, wire chief, Tecumseh to 
Nebraska City. 


es ome 


Wm. R. Knee 


an |. Bowling 
ie 
in 
April 


Exclusive of the company-wide tour- 
nament scores, the best game to be 
reported during April was Buck Duer’s 
243, rolled April 1. A week later, Dale 
Heiliger posted a 228 and Loran Powell 
hit a 233 on April 29. Closest to a 600 
series was Ed Jungck’s 599 in the Hast- 
ings league. It was composed of scores 
of 202-195-202 for a fine sample of con- 
sistent good form. 


Wives of employees stole the spot- 
light in the Lincoln ladies’ league as 
Lois (Mrs. Ji~-) Ehlers posed series of 
934, 945 and 512 during the month, 
while Verley (Mrs. Norman) Duer 
scored a high series of 555. Doloris 
(Mrs. B. B.) Strayer of the Crete team 
compiled a fine 507 series on April 10. 


Happiness Ahead 


LaVerne Anderson and Carol Ksiazek were 
united in marriage on April 4 at Clarks. La- 
Verne is a member of our Lincoln construc- 
tion department. 


The wedding of Rosilyn Fahleson, Ac’ 
counting, to Edward Sheary, Jr. took place 
May 9 at Bethlehem Covenant Church, 
Waverly. 


Geraldine Hatcher, Hastings Traffic, and 
Bart Jaynes exchanged marriage vows in 
Kansas City on April 1. 


Carol Hendricks, Lincoln Commercial, be- 
came the bride of Norman LeGrande on 
April 25. The ceremony took place at St. 
Paul Methodist Church, Lincoln. 


Louise Holloway of Lincoln Traffic and 
Jerry Basore pronounced their vows at 
Aurora on April 26. 

Camilla Selzer and Henry Taddiken were 
united in marriage at the home of her 
sister in Columbus on April 4. Camilla is 
employed in Lincoln Traffic. 

Rolland Uffelman, York Construction, and 
Janice Naber of Waco were married April 5 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Waco. 
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New Employees 


Accounting 
Roger Borlund 
Wel) «esac cs Prtg. Mach. Opr...3-30 
Commercial 
Suzanne Saunders... Clerk, Lincoln.......- 3-30 
Plant 
Glenn E. Ball*_... Janitor, Lincoln....3-17 
Traffic 
Florence Adams.... Opr., Tecumseh....3-17 
Sharilyn 
Allington* ........ Opr.,.. Lincolit.:.c 3-16 
Ginger Bassett...... Opr., Lincolnz.2.: 3-16 
Shirley Crisler*_..... Opr.,. Lintolns..:.- 3-16 
Joan Douglas*...... Opr., Tecumseh....4- 6 
Nancy Dygert........ Opr., Geneva.....--- 4-13 
Beverly Ehmen...... Opr., Lincoln.......- 3-30 
Delores Fetters...... Opr., Lincoln.......- 4-13 


Charlotte Foged.... Opr., Hastings...--- 4-13 
~~ Hlastings.-... 3-30 


Delma Gillam........ Opr., Lincoln.....--- 4- 8 
Goldie Hahn......... so Oot.) Linéoltizcc:.s: 3-30 
Judith Harris........ Opr.,: ‘Lincoliza--< 320 
Marjorie Houck...... Opt, LIWGOWicsesss- 3-30 
Carolyn Lauber...... Opr., Geneva.....--- 3-23 
Mary Lindquist...... Ope. Yorkinusce- 3-23 
Betty Lyngstad....... Opr., Hastings-.----4-13 
Beverly 

McGonegal* .... Opr., Lincoln:.c....- 3-16 
Mary Meyer.......... Oor., Lincoln:-....-- 3-17 
Janice Olson.......... Opr., Lincoln...----- 3-16 
June Rask.........- Opr., Lincoln......-- 3-30 
Ann Rogers.......... Opr., Lincoln. ..s-.. 3-30 
Velma Schaff 

(2 Be eoeeene mene Cafeteria Attend’t..3-16 
Beverly Sell.......... Opr., Lincoln....---- 4-13 
Sharon Shipman*.. Opr., Hastings...--- 4-11 
Betty Smith*........ Opr., Superior.....--- 3-3 1 
Priscilla 

Thelander ........ Opr.,. Lincoln... 3-390 
Della Wickes........ Opr., Hastings...---3-30 
Anita Williams*..... Opr., Hebron.....-.. 4-10 
Sheryl Wilson........ Opf.,. YORK.c1ciauies 3-23 
Margaret Wurm.... Opr., Lincoln...----. 3-30 
Pauline Wurm...... Oper, Linco... 3-17 


* Re-employed 


Blessed Events 


Henry and Bonnie Albrandt are happy to 
announce the arrival of little Mark Steven 
on April 11. Bonnie is on leave from Lin- 
coln Traffic. 

A daughter, Rebecca Jo, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Forrest Bitting on April 2. Thelma 
is on leave from Beatrice Commercial. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Cruickshank are happy 
to announce the birth of Cynthia Lynn on 
April 18. Dick is employed in Superior Plant. 

A daughter, Dona Renee, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Irvin Rothfuss on April 2. Helen 
is on leave from Hastings Traffic. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by the Telephone Employees’ Benefit 
Association during April, 1959. 

Primary Members..32 Claims..$3,708.22 

Dependents .......... 34 Claims... 2,696.75 


$6,404.97 


Charles 5. Nevin 


We write with sorrow of the death 
of Mr. Nevin on April 9, in the 74th 
year of his life and the 55th year of 
his association with the telephone in- 
dustry. It was in April 1904 that he 

ss made his first ad- 

= venture in tele- 
~~ ~phony as trouble- 
man and lineman 
for the Nebraska 
Bell’s Hastings ex- 
change and never 
did he turn away 
from his chosen 
field until retire- 
ment came more 
than 45 years after- 
wards. 

Turning back to telephone methods 
and equipments of 1904 would be like 
stepping into another world and Mr. 
Nevin liked to draw comparisons be- 
tween those in vogue at the start and 
ending of his active career; recalling 
his experiences with the cantankerous 
Blake transmitters then in use at Min- 
den, and the never-ending chore of 
servicing the wet cell—known as crow- 
foot—batteries that supplied the talk- 
ing current. 

He moved to Exeter as manager for 
the Bell in 1909; to Lincoln as installer 
later that year and to Seward as com- 
binationman in 1910. There he was 
“purchased” by LT&T in 1912 as this 
company came into possession of the 
Bell properties and absorbed its em- 
ployees in the South Platte territory. 


He came to Lincoln as lineman in 
1914 and went to Wahoo as trouble- 
man the next year. When the “flu” epi- 
demic swept through the Wahoo traf- 
fic department during World War I, 
he took a three-month turn as night 
operator before moving to Cedar Bluffs 
as manager in 1919. Later he worked 
as foreman and wire chief at Ashland 
and as manager at Beaver Crossing, 
returning to Ashland as manager in 
1926. In August 1933 he came to Lin- 
coln in his last active assignment as 
combinationman and entered the ranks 
of retired employees in December 1949. 

Thus, in a few sentences, we touch 
on the highlights of a long and dedi- 
cated career. The magazine itself 
would be too small to hold the record 
of his fine service to the public and to 
the industry. It is pleasant to reflect 
that most of his years of retirement 
found him alert, active and in good 
health. 


How True 
‘‘A good many things sell on sight on 
their novelty, beauty, snootiness . . . mink 


coats to women, toys to kids . . . the color 
set sells that way, when the installer carries 
it up the garden path.’’ — Public Utilities 
Fortnightly 


PN. 


In the final processing of checks issued during the April payroll periods, Fred J. Bettenhausen, of 
the treasurer’s office, found that of the 4,100 checks paid by the bank, 161 were damaged to the 
extent that they were rejected by the electronic sorter. These are the checks Mr. Bettenhausen holds 
in his hand. AIl of them were re-made on a key-punch machine and the duplicate inserted in its 
proper place among the undamaged checks shown in the boxes nearest the camera. 


Like so many other phases of our 
operations, the manner of paying em- 
ployees for services rendered has 
undergone a change. Another old pro- 
cedure has bowed to the machine age. 

A new type payroll check has made 
its appearance. It is printed on a stiff, 
high-grade stock with one corner cut 
off at an angle and a series of punched 
holes at one end. The check is designed 
to fit into a new order of paying proce- 
dure recently installed by the First 
National Bank at Lincoln, where our 
payroll account is deposited. 

When the checks are returned to this 
bank for payment they are fed into a 
new business machine in which they 
are automatically sorted and an account 
statement prepared, listing the check 
payments by number and amount. 

The machine is so sensitive that it 
will correctly record only those checks 
that are still in the condition in which 
they were issued. Should a check be 
folded, stapled, torn or damaged in any 
manner, it cannot be accepted by the 


The 59th N.T.A. Convention 


The annual convention of the Ne- 
braska Telephone Association was held 
April 20 to 23 at the Cornhusker Hotel, 
Lincoln. The general sessions were 
opened Tuesday, April 21, with an ad- 
dress of welcome by Merle M. Hale, 
vice president of LT&T, to point up a 
constructive and well-rounded program 
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Handle Checks Carefully 


machine. A blank must then be pre- 
pared on a key-punch machine, listing 
the pertinent information and substi- 
tuted for the offending check. 

This is an expensive operation and 
defeats the purpose of the new system 
which, with proper functioning, dras- 
tically reduces the time consumed in 
accounting for the payments. 

Most of the damage seems to occur 
shortly after the paycheck comes into 
the employee’s possession when it is 
folded to fit into a billfold or handbag. 
Only about four percent of our em- 
ployees have this expensive habit, and 
it is not strange that some are found to 
be ‘‘repeaters,’’ with every payroll 
return producing creased or crumpled 
checks from the same people. 

The treasurer’s department is quite 
concerned with this, and asks the News 
to do some missionary work in its be- 
half by emphasizing the importance of 
handling the payroll checks carefully; 
keeping them flat and undamaged until 
they are cashed. 


that continued to Wednesday noon. 

Interest centered largely in the dial 
conversion progress of Nebraska Inde- 
pendent companies. J. E. Nelson, sec- 
retary of N.T.A., reported that of 487 
telephone exchanges in the state, 290 
or nearly 60% are already dial and 52 
more are scheduled for conversion. 

Honored guest of the convention was 
Hugh A. Barnhart, president of the 
USITA. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Around The Circuit 


Mary Goracke, Mabel Lipskey, 
Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editors 


Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 


Harry Rogers and Fenton Kipling are anx- 
iously awaiting warmer weather so they can 
launch their boats on the Missouri River. 
They each have a new 40 HP outboard motor 
- . . Lincoln visitors were Leta Holscher and 
Roberta Rebuck . Deanna Kay Remmers 
visited several days last month at the home 
of the Loyal Eitzmanns in Hebron. 


Beatrice Area 


by Dorothy Trauernicht & Veronica Siske 


Marilyn Vonderhaar and Marcella O’Bryan 
spent a recent weekend in Denver, and en- 
joyed a side-trip to Central City, Colorado 

on Evelyn Menke of Fairbury was a recent 
visitor in the office . . Virginia Coon has 
brightened the parking lot with her pretty, 
new Chevrolet... Attending the Ice Capades 
in Omaha were the Frank Jurgen and Frank 
Fisher families . . John Brockmeyer vaca- 
tioned with his daughter and family in Dallas, 
Texas ...A disappointed group of fishermen 
were Don Gilmore, Bill Heikes, Frank Jur- 
gens and Bill Eckles. No fish! 


Crete Area 


by Loretta Mclinay 


March 27 was “baby day” at the Crete 
office. Mrs. Philip Bohl, now working as an 
operator, brought her son Craig to get ac- 
quainted. Mr. and Mrs. Mervin Kaeding and 
daughter of Hastings also stopped for a visit. 
Mrs. Kaeding is a former operator. ... Ethel 
Park caught her first fish while on vacation. 
And fisherman C. J. Novak caught his limit of 
trout at Lake Alexandria. ... Jim Rhodes of 
Tecumseh visited in the Wilber office on 
April 25. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois McCord 


Participating in the annual company bowl- 
ing tournament in Lincoln were Messrs. Dan- 
aher, Caley, Folkers, Scott, Ruble and Schem- 
merhorn. Earl Schemmerhorn and L. A. Scott 
won Sth in the doubles. The unanimous opin- 
ion is that “‘a good time was had by all.” .. . 
Irene Combs visited the Fairbury office for 
a few days ... Jack Ruble has been assisting 
in pre-conversion work at Auburn ... Area 
Manager Danaher attended the N.T.A. con- 
vention in Lincoln ...Mandane Reid doesn't 
mind wash day at all since the installation of 
a new automatic washer and drier... Lor- 
etta Volistedt has been busy moving, painting 
and getting settled in a new home in addition 
to entertaining her sister and family from 
California Carol Grummert and family 
spent a recent weekend with relatives in 
Cheyenne Wells, Colorado ... Irene James 
visited in Omaha, St. Joseph, Kansas ‘City and 
Concordia .. . Jean Bales and Bonnie Harris 
enjoyed a visit with their sister and her 
family from Denver. Jean spent part of her 
vacation taking care of her husband who 
had pneumonia. 


Getting the iump on most of our ardent fisher- 
men, Phil Eckles, of Sutton Plant and Edgar 
town, motored to Harlan County Dam at Alma re- 
centiy. There he dropped a hook and worm on 
a six-pound test line and soon thereafter found 
himself locked in battle with the champion of 
the lake. He finally subdued and landed the big 
catfish which measured 714 inches across the 
head and 33 inches from stem to stern. It 
tipped the scales at 1914 pounds. 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


With the first hint of spring comes the urge 
to go on vacation. Starting the season was 
Virginia Stoldorf with a two-weeks jaunt to 
Texas. Ardyce Sole and Helen Adermann 
vacationed at home Two grade school 
groups visited the office recently ... The 
C. J. Crews have returned from Texas to 
spend the summer in Geneva ... Again we 
are happy to report that Margaret Sanburg, 
chief operator at Shickley, is home from the 
hospital and we hope she is on the speedy 
road to recovery ...We extend sympathy to 
Helen Adermann in the recent loss of her 
mother. 


Hastings Area 


by Patricia Dahlsten 


On April 4, Hastings supervisors and their 
wives attended a dinner at the Sportsman's 
Club. Guests of honor were Mr. and Mrs. 
Ed Flowerday. The Flowerdays were pre- 
sented a farewell gift as they will soon be 
moving to Lincoln where he is the new area 
plant manager The traffic department 
welcomes four new students this month. 
Charlotte Foged and Betty Lyngstad are 
under the supervision of Bonnie Einspahr. 
Aletha Bennett is teaching Della Wickes and 
Margaret Franklin . Vacations are under 
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way and Moreane Alldritt is spending her 
tim2 at home where she is having her apart- 
ment redone. We hope she can find some 
time for fishing as it won’t be much of a 
vacation to Moreane without her favorite 
pastime ... Gerri and Bart Jaynes, following 
their marriage in Kansas City, spent their 
honeymoon in Denver and Las Vegas. Mrs. 
Jaynes plans to continue working ... Sharon 
Shipman has rejoined the traffic department 
and Marilyn Buttell, Arliss Reiber and Dar- 
lene Oliver have all returned from leave of 
absence ... This will be the last contribution 
from this correspondent who is resigning in 
order to be at home more with her three 
small daughters. 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona J. Kenning 


The Hebron office receivéd a card from 
Key West, Florida, where Margaret, Regina 
and Mary Bethscheider were spending their 
vacation. They report having a grand time 

. Anita Williams, who was formerly em- 
ployed in the Lincoln office, began working 
full-time in the traffic department .. . Carol 
Northrup is looking forward to her vacation 
and getting her household in order after a 
quick week-end move to the country 
Most of the equipment has been installed in 
the new telephone building and the installers 
are busy getting it in working order... We 
wish to express our sympathy to H. G. Taed- 
ter, Plant, in the recent death of his sister. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen 


Vacations have already started in the Ne- 
braska City Area and those who have enjoyed 
them were Lois Seybert, Lois Hoback, Valda 
Lant, Betty Phillips, Eunice Jun, Eva Schmidt 
and Dorothy Davis ... Those enjoying new 
cars this month are Bernice West, Edna 
Komma and Violet Peterson A going- 
away party was held for Ivan Livingston at 
the Legion Club where he was presented with 
a gift from all the employees . Kathryn 
Owens spent a few days in Kansas City . . 
We believe George Placek should receive 
recognition in the fact that he found one oft 
our telephone neighbors’ lost pocketbook and 
had one of the Commercial girls return it. 
Our neighbor asked us to thank him as she 
was very grateful. 


Superior Area 


by Jacqueline A. Busch 


Bertha Andersen, chief operator, enjoyed 
a week's vacation. She attended a BPW con- 
vention in Grand Island one day. She has 
also been elected corresponding secretary for 
the Superior BPW and _ secretary of the 
Wesleyan Service Guild of the Methodist 
Chureh ... Edith Parsons attended the Ge- 
neva District Conference of the Wesieyan 
Service Guild held at Friend LaVetta 
Dunn’s husband was home on leave from the 
Army before going to Denver .. . Connie 
Jensen has the cast off her sprained finger 
just in time. She is now wearing a pretty 
diamond. Her fiance, Bob Zeigler, is with the 
Hastings construction department .. . Clara 
Mae Chambers was installed as Marshall of 
Olive Chapter +63, OES Betty Smith 
has returned to work. She is the former 
Betty Jeppersen ... Donna Snavely enjoyed 
her first plane ride from Omaha to Des 
Moines. 


Sutton Area 


by Catherine Cassell 


Area Manager J. H. Mankamyer attended 
the Nebraska Telephone Association conven- 
tion held in Lincoln April 22 and 23 
Gordon Sinner, Plant, is working on the 
theory that it is as easy to raise 50 chickens 
as it is 5, which was his quota last year. If 
he raises all 50 we are expecting a chicken 
dinner. 


Tecumseh Area 
by Norma Lee Hahn 


A party was given April 22 at the Golf Club 
honoring Mr. and Mrs. Wheatcraft, Mr. and 
Mrs. I. D. Livingston, and Mr. and Mrs. Roger 
Bates. Wheatcrafts are moving to Nebraska 
City and Livingstons are moving to Tecumseh 
... Ines Meister is on leave of absence from 
traffic department awaiting the stork. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


The traffic department reports that several 
girls are resigning this month and one is out 
on leave of absence ... Kathy Stephenson is 
going to Colorado. Dorothy Hanson will go to 
California. Evelyn Critel was married April 
19 at the Catholic Church in York. Sandra 
Warren will start her leave of absence April 
30... Mildred Mouden is now on vacation but 
no one knows her whereabouts. 


Accounting 
Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


Ralph Retzlaff is bragging about the ducks 
he sold Charlie Lindgren. Charlie had the two 
hens and a drake for three weeks and was 
presented with 20 eggs for a good start in 
the duck-raising business. Anybody inter- 
ested can contact Ralph for some of his 
guaranteed producers .. . Third place trophy 
for custom conservative class at the Nebraska 
Motor Sports Auto Show in Omaha, April 25 
and 26, went to Ron Ueberrhein and his 
black ’57 Ford with the shiny internals and 
externals Dewey Nelsen is interested 
in getting some good clean dirt ... “South 
Pacific’’ charmed two more viewers—Jody 
Jones and Ruth Strong With Evelyn 
Alm’s discovery of a worm, enthusiastic 
chewing of the chocolate candy in various 
quarters of the room stopped suddenly. Close 
examination revealed quite a few inhabitants 
in the pieces remaining. Nobody wanted to 
think about those pieces already gone. Evi- 
dently, the store’s entire batch was infected 
and had to be sent back. Appetites for choc- 
olate have died down considerably around 
here .. . Betty Tribble’s daughter has re- 
covered well from the kidney infection which 
kept her in the hospital for five days... 
The department’s condolences went to Esther 
Juengel on the death of her mother, April 8. 


Revenue Section 


Carol Carlson, Associate Editor 


The lovely spring weather we have enjoyed 
has brought out the vacation days once again. 
Even the spring rains haven’t dampened the 
spirits of the vacationers. Carol Carlson 
spent one week at home, while Joan Sprouse 
traveled to South Carolina for three weeks. 
Edna Rosane took one week off to spend with 
her daughter and grand-daughter who are 
visiting from Illinois Cozette Wallman 
spent a few days in the hospital recuperating 
from a tonsillectomy ... Kay Bayless was in 
Chicago for two days, where her husband 
bowled in the Peterson Classics. Kay also 
proudly reports that the pet of the family, a 


boxer dog, recently was voted the best of his 
breed in Lincoln ... The telephone company’s 
answer to Hoby Gilman is Bob Ross, who 
looked very dashing on his horse as he rode 
in the Centennial Parade. Bob, as you all 
know, is a member of the Sheriff’s Posse... 
Chris Miller and Margot Lucs are being kept 
plenty busy these days getting their children 
ready for graduation Mickey Ward is 
chief cook and bottle washer at her home 
while her Mother is in California with 
Mickey’s new nephew ... Chris Miller took 
a graceful swan dive down the bowling alley 
a while back, and decided there must be an 
easier way to make a strike . . . Our condol- 
ences to Nina Anderson on the passing of her 
father ... Annette Christine was the name 
chosen for the new daughter of Bob and Joyce 
Smith. Joyce is a former employee of Rev- 
enue Accounting and now resides in Nebraska 
City. 


fe] 
Construction 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


While cruising with our construction crews 
we find G. A. Wasson and crew have com- 
pleted wrecking practically all of the rural 
Hallam plant. It was necessary for the service 
department to cut the phones over to the new 
wire and make the necessary number changes 
in order to keep the lines working. The new 
cable has been put into service to the Hallam 
plant ... Paul Wilkinson’s crew is still work- 
ing in the vicinity of Auburn retransposing 
toll lines to Peru, Brownville and Nemaha. 
Upon completion of this assignment the crew 
will work on the Brock and Peru town jobs 
... Don Jones and crew are busy setting poles 
on Filley exchange so that we can take over 
approximately 30 subscribers. This job con- 
sists of placing approximately 400 poles and 
67 miles of wire . . Ken Peters and crew 
have completed the David City estimate and 
are busy removing the wire and poles from 
Mead to Leshara Tommy Hedges and 
crew are working on the regrouping of Han- 
sen and Hastings exchanges ... Down Hebron 
way we find John Summers’ crew working 
on the town job at Davenport prior to con- 
version and pole moving on the toll line 
between Chester and Superior ... C. D. 
Bucknell and crew are working on the rebuild 
job of rural plant, Syracuse exchange; also 
reinforcing our cable plant at Syracuse. This 
is being done in order to get ready for the 
conversion of Syracuse ...L. E. Lyons and 
crew are working on a pole-moving job from 
Pawnee City—west. He has ahead of him a 
pole-moving job at Burchard, north and 
south . .. Lyle Piper’s crew has completed 
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the Benedict town and rural job. This work 
was done in order to have this exchange 
ready for conversion Here in Lincoln 
we find R. E. Hibbert and crew putting the 
cable in the new telephone building at 15th 
and M streets. This is a larger assignment 
than most people realize. It is going to rep- 
resent a small exchange within itself 

Les Shirey and crew have been placing addi- 
tional cable at the Lincoln Air Force Base, 
both buried and aerial; also have been work- 
ing several work orders and small estimates 
here in Lincoln ... Vern Simpson and crew 
started the Douglas town rebuild job but had 
to be taken off and placed on a large pole 
move job west from Wilber for ten miles. 
This includes moving the farm cable west of 
Wilber and our heavy farm line lead 

Tom Chinnock’s crew is kept busy with drop 
work and tree-trimming here in Lincoln ... 
A look at our splicers finds Ray Strauss and 
helper doing the cable work at Davenport 
prior to conversion ... Jack Keogh is doing 
maintenance work in the Hastings area and 
Bob Smith and helper in the Nebraska City 
area ... Harold Shotsman and Neal Schap- 
paugh and their helpers have been doing 
maintenance throughout the territory and the 
remainder of our Lincoln splicers are busy 


on Lincoln estimates, work orders and routine 
work. 


c) e 
Engineering 
W. G. Ehrlich, Associate Editor 


The spring weather has encouraged a few 
vacations again this month. W. W. Eden and 
family flew to Puerto Vallorta, Mexico for a 
week. Les Way spent his vacation trying to 
put an air-conditioning unit in his home. Bob 
Kennedy has been trying to build a garage 
but this dependable Nebraska weather hasn't 
been cooperating. Bill Minich and _ Bill 
Thompson are both real busy moving into 
their new homes Curtis Sieck’s new 
adventure in boating turned out to be quite 
eventful and disappointing. He built a model 
boat and put a minature gasoline outboard 
engine on it. The first time he tried it out 
he tied the line of his new fishing pole to the 
back of the boat. The boat raced swiftly 
across Oak Lake. He was busy trying to let 
out enough line to the screaming monster 
when the engine stopped short and with a 
quick jerk sank to Davey Jones’ Locker. 
Severai hours of tugging and pulling on the 
line finally broke the line and he lost his boat, 
motor and new fishing line. Better luck 
next time If you think Jack Swigerd 
looks a little unhappy, it is because he 
shaved off his beard at the request of his 
wife. ... Larry Konz was one of the first to 
purchase some Verne Gagne Pep Pills. Since 
then he has been showing unusual bursts of 
energy. Those pills must be working fine! 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Marcia V. Watson, Associate Editor 


Walter F. Roberts and L. W. Cleveland 
attended the “Heart of America’ Personnel 
conference at Kansas City early in April ... 
Roger Dehning, Cost Control, is all one big 
grin since winning the singles trophy in the 
all-company bowling tournament. Read about 
it elsewhere in this issue... Joyann Worster 
has returned from leave of absence and is 
working aS a secretary in the executive 
offices. ... It’s good to see H. W. Potter 
with us again after his vacation trip : 
Walter Roberts can smile again now that his 
annual report of 1958 personnel activities has 

been delivered to all employees. 


Lincoln Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


Our gals looked as if they should have 
lived a hundred years ago as they wore their 
old-fashioned dresses during the centennial 
days. The dresses were purchased by the 
company, to whom we say “thank you.” 
The men got into the act also with their top 
hats, string ties, vests and mustaches. We 
must say everyone looked real nice. It has 
been quite a trick to learn to walk, sit and 
go up and down steps wearing a long dress. 
The girls say they’re glad they didn’t live a 
hundred years ago . . Roy Brendle is the 
proud owner of a ’59 DeSoto and Dee Jack- 
son a ’57 Buick .. Dee is also going to 
Grand Forks, North Dakota, to visit her in- 
laws .. . Carol Hendricks was honoree at a 
bridal shower April 10 for which Janie 
Schirmer, Judy Burcham, Janet Schirmer and 
Clarice Bulwan were _ co-hostesses. Carol 
received many beautiful gifts . . . Fran 
Behrens was married April 19 to Curtis Reed 
Seyler in Adams and has moved to Florida. 
Good luck to Fran ... To those of you who 
remember Mary Walker Wanek, the directory 
department received a letter from her. She 
said to tell everyone hello and that she likes 
St. Louis real well ... Linda Sipes journeyed 
to Graham, Missouri to visit her parents, and 
Jean Baker to North Platte to see her sister 
... We say goodbye for a few months to Janie 
Perry who is awaiting the stork. She will go 
to California to visit her in-laws for a month. 
... Carolyn Wren is devoting all her time to 
her little son these days as her husband is in 
England for a few months with the Air Force. 
If he stays, she will be able to join him, and 
what a thrill to have a chance to go overseas 

. . Maudie Slocum has been in the hospita 
for observation and is now back at work. 
Myrtle Henline is also back and getting along 
fine, as is Cecile Anderson who had a cracked 


bone in her shoulder . .. We are not to be 
out-done by the plant department, for Dor- 
othy Darnold from directory department took 
off both shoes while riding down an escalator 
so she wouldn’t get her spike heels caught 

. . Virginia Anderson and family are busy 
moving to a new home so she is pretty well 
occupied these days ... Bert Kirkhoff was 
home for Carol Hendrick’s wedding and 
stopped to see us ... We have two people 
who believe hot weather is just around the 
corner. Jim Vanderslice and Jody Jones 
have purchased air-conditioners for their 
homes... Patsy Sherman took an unexpected 
week off—the reason: measles .. . Our sym- 
pathy is extended to Alex Geist in the death 
of his father on May 1. 


General Commercial 


By Marilyn Lang 


We all want to extend our welcomes to the 
new members of our office staff, Tyler Ryan 
and Howard Spahnle. Nice having them here 
again. Amidst all the welcomes, a sad fare- 
well was bid to Loran Powell. We’ll miss 
Loran but know he'll be equally as happy 
high on his fourth floor perch. Speaking of 
farewells, we had another this month. Good- 
byes were said to Annette Luthy at Lee’s 
Restaurant where we girls all enjoyed chicken 
and a farewell cake for Annette. She’ll be 
“Down on the Farm” this summer and we'll 
all be envious of her when her lily-white skin 
has turned to a stunning bronze. Happy sun- 
tanning to Annette. ... We were all excited 
when we got word from California that the 
stork had brought a brand new baby girl to 
Phil and Dorothy Bader. ... Joan Moorberg, 
Chris Ford, Annette Luthy, Marlene Kuhl and 
Marilyn Lang were represented at the Com- 
pany bowling tournament. However, we won't 
pursue the subject any further or go into 
detail as to how we placed. Okay? ... While 


- Merlie Markuson Honored on A5th Anniversary 


The chef of the Cornhusker Hotel, Lincoln, cooked up some special victuals on April 13 to 
add to the impact of a very rare occasion as one of our ladies received a 45-year service pin. 
It was only the second such event in our company’s history. 


_ Merlie Markuson, the honored guest of the gathering, currently stands as dean of all our 
ladies in length of service and ranks third among the entire list of LT&T employees. She began 


this remarkable record 


in February 1914 when she ‘earned operating routine at the old David 


City switchboard. She had a two-month service break in 1917 but returned to aid in the acute 


labor shortage during World War I. 
was appointed assistant chief operator. 


She moved to Lincoln in June 1919 and three years later 
In September 1935 she became a traveling chief operator; a 


title later changed to traveling instructor, and has filled this position in a dedicated and efficient 


manner ever since. 


In the Dicture of the honoring party, from left: B. A. Isaman, R. K. Ghormley, Juanita Schleif, 
B, J. Sievers, Myra Metcalf, L. W. Cleveland, Melba Richards, M. C. Walker, M. M. Hale, Miss 


Markuson, Thomas C. Woods, Jr., R. B. Hobson, 


Elsie Andrews, Pearl Barnhouse, Irene Combs, 


Lola Hetherington, W. F. Roberts, Mary Bornemeier, R. D. Andrews. 


on the subject of bowling, would like to men- 
tion that Ken Boshart participated in the 
State Elks Tournament at Grand Island May 
2 and 3... Congratulations to the Schlentzs. 
They will be moving into a new home in the 
near future. Sounds wonderful ... We cer- 
tainly missed Mr. Gorman who has been ill 
and we hope he is here to stay. If you’d just 
get well, Mr. Gorman, you’d sure feel better. 


Lincoln Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


You can tell spring is here as the main 
topics are gardening and fishing ... It was 
pleasant to greet two very welcome visitors— 
George and Norman Burt from Marshfield, 
Wisconsin. George was a former employee 
in Construction and Norma of Switchroom 

. John Fischer, former employee in the 
wire chief’s department, also was a welcome 
visitor. 


"2" Office 


by A. L. Ager 


Ronald Smith took a week off to attend a 
pre-convention committee meeting in Kansas 
City ... We have a few on vacation now but 
will have to wait until next month to get a 
report on their activities. 


"5-7" Office 
by Chris Lyberis 


A bit short on news, but probably will have 
more next time ... We do have one vacation 
to report. Jerry Swensen took a week and 
spent part of it visiting relatives in Clinton, 
Iowa, and the rest at home working. 


Wire Chief's Section, 14th & M 


by Marilyn Jo Osborn 


Jim Green spent a week’s vacation work- 
ing around home... Jess May spent a week 
from work to do more work. He built a new 
garage .. . Bob Blackford spent the last 
weekend of April fishing at Memphis Lake 
only to catch a nice red sunburn. 


Wire Chief's Section—21st & L 


by Art Albers 


Elmer Dougherty went to Grand Island for 
a bowling tournament and earned some coffee 
money ... Joe Milier is the proud owner of 
a new '59 Chevrolet ‘‘Parkwood”’ station 
wagon, cameo-coral and beige. 


Toll Equipment 


by JoAnn Knapp 


Frank Norton is a proud grandfather of a 
little redheaded girl, Elizabeth Ann. Frank 
also has a new ‘59 Oldsmobile .. . Chet Harp 
is at home recuperating from a heart attack 
... Art King took a week of vacation, spend- 
ing it at home. 


Custodial 
by Paul Radebaugh 


Glenn Ball decided it was not summer yet, 
after a fishing trip to the Harlan County 
Dam. He found it was too cold to fish, al- 
though he did catch a few crappies 
Received a nice letter and some pictures from 
Lue Rueter, formerly of the custodian’s de- 
partment. Lue is vacationing in Miami and 
plans to go to barber school sometime in May 
at Omaha . Yours truly took a week of 
vacation the last part of March to do some 
yard work. After three days of rain and four 
days down with the flu, he didn’t get much 
done on the project Albert Griffis has 
been busy the past few weeks, fencing in his 
yard. It seems Al wants to keep the dogs out 
and his grandson in. 


Lincoln Traffic 
Unit One 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


Those April showers were a little late this 
year but managed to come on time to spoil 
some of the centennial events. Vacationing 
operators, however, weathered the weather 
and trekked to many interesting spots. For 
instance: Opal Thimgan attended the apple 
blossom festival in Washington State; Cather- 
ine Bartholome motored to Orlando, Florida 
to visit her brother in the service; Wanda 
Peltier visited her sister, Belva, a former 
operator here, at her home in Denver; Helen 
Heiser, husband and little dog journeyed to 
Denver for a visit with Helen’s folks 
Loretta Murphy, Marilyn Meyer and Joan 
Pulse were hostesses at a bridal shower on 
April 18 for Louise Holloway. We heard the 
mock wedding was a riot. ... Connie Weber 
is proudly wearing a new diamond... . We're 
sorry to hear that Lillian Hubbard is on the 
sick list . Wilma Drake and Genevieve 
Clapp won first place in the doubles of the 
Company bowling tournament . . 28 lucky 
ladies attended the Pioneer dinner at Stein- 
hart Lodge at Nebraska City on April 29 and 
report a pleasant trip and delicious dinner .. 
Dorothea Heckman “says” she spent her vaca- 
tion at Friend helping plant corn ... Dealva 
Wheeler took advantage of her vacation time 
by moving into a new home .. . Inez Olsen 
was taking a call the other day while con- 
struction workers were operating a Ramset 
Fastener gun and it resembles the retort of 
a real gun. Inez’ subscriber turned to some- 
one in the room and said, ‘“‘Heavens, some- 
body just shot my operator.” ... While on our 
recent trip to California a pheasant flew up 
in the road and was killed against the radia- 
tor of our car. Daughter Kathy saw it and 
turned to me and asked, ‘“‘What is the fine 
for killing a pheasant?’’ I replied, “Oh, 
maybe a hundred dollars,’’ whereupon she 
asked, “How much is it if they commit 
suicide?” 


Unit Two 
Vera M. Wasson, Associate Editor 


This is Lincoln Traffic Unit 2 sending out 
signals. We are ‘“‘perking’’ away almost as if 
we had always been in this room. However, 
we have grown to sixteen information posi- 
tions and one day not long ago, with several 
louder than usual bangs and a couple of 
crashes, the wall between the Units parted 
and the PABX board joined our group. It is 
not in use as yet but sets with its back to the 
place where the wall was, with a blank look 
on its face while the installers are busy 
rewiring ... Marie Portsche enjoyed a week 
of her vacation just staying home, doing 
those things one is always going to do 
Bernie Thompson and husband spent a week- 
end visiting in Hastings recently. Rosetta 
Gist spent a weekend “back home” in Em- 
poria, Kansas . . . Wilma Drake reports the 
sale of two of their puppies and the subse- 
quent broken-hearted tears of two small 
boys ...iva Bornemeier and Francis Duryea 
spent some time in the hospital recently. We 
hope they will both be back with us soon... . 
Dorothy Grafton has become so enthralled 
with peg counts and their use for scheduling 
that she one evening “dreamed up” the idea 
of taking peg count during Centennial Week 
so that at the next Centennial we might have 
a more reliable base for scheduling ... The 
day the Air Raid siren was set off by mistake 
brought many inquiries, but Mary Emerson 
was rather startled upon answering local 
information to hear a man ask: “Are they 
really jumping on us? Shall I go and hide 
now ?” 
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Building Progress--April 


PERSHING 
MUNICIPAL 
AUDITORIUM 


One has only to turn to the illustration used in last month’s Progress Report to see the great 
strides made on the new general office building during the benign and busy days of April. The building, 
at month’s end, was almost completely ‘“‘weathered in” with the roof tightly sealed and glass placed 
in most of the windows. The aqua-blue facing material shows prettily around the top of the structure. 
The exterior is now clearly defined in shape and design. 

The marquee is in place on the north front of the building and will be continued across the south. 
Its edge will be faced with aqua-blue porcelainized steel to match the shrouding of the ninth floor. 
The ceiling of the marquee also will be finished in the same material of a light ivory color. 

One section of the fourth floor is nearing completion and sometime during this month the machine 
accounting equipment and its operating force will move in—to become the first wave of the migration 
from a block west, which will continue through most of the year. 

The picture above was taken the first of May and shows more clearly than former published 
Photos the proximity of the new building to surrounding points of interest. 


General Traffic 


Marilyn Beckerbauer, Associate Editor 


On April 10, Merlie Markuson completed 45 
years of service with the Company. A lunch- 
eon in her honor was held at the Cornhusker 
Hotel on April 13. The best wishes of the 
general traffic department are extended to 
Merlie at this milestone in her LT&T career. 
... Several members of our department were 
kept busy commuting between the telephone 
building and the Cornhusker Hotel on April 
21 and 22. They were attending the Nebraska 
Telephone Association convention and keep- 
ing their jobs running at the same time... 
The first week of May kept many Lincolnites 
busy attending the many activities going on 
during the Lincoln Centennial celebration. So, 
to the City of Lincoln, Happy Birthday!! 
And bear in mind that ‘the first hundred 
years are the hardest.” 


“Retired Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 
On April 29, 28 Pioneer ladies from Lincoln 


attended the spring party held at Steinhart 
Lodge, Nebraska City. The journey was made 
by chartered bus. A delicious dinner and 
excellent program were enjoyed by all 

Pearl Shreve drove to Elmwood, May 3, to 
attend the ceremonies honoring Dr. O. E. 


Liston for 49 years of service to the commun- 
ity ... A birthday party was enjoyed by 
Florence Arbogast of Davey on April 27. The 
party was formed by neighbors calling, each 
bringing part of the lunch and cakes. Flor- 
ence, herself, served the coffee ... John and 
Aletha Schulling had as house guest for sev- 
eral weeks Mrs. Schulling’s sister from 
Holden, Missouri ... E. S. Fisher has been 
ill from a heart disorder, but is feeling better 
at this writing . . The Retired Club sends 
its sympathy to Ann Seymour who has been 
in the hospital for several weeks. We hope 
for her improvement soon. 


Supply 


by Mary L. Wynn 


The girls from the supply department and 
construction departments had a_e farewell 
dinner party honoring Mildred Rockenbach 
and Shirley Folsom. Mildred has gone to 
Texas to join her husband who is stationed 
there after being in Korea for the past year. 
Shirley will soon become a full-time house- 
wife ... Bob Donaldson took an excursion 
trip to Denver. He also visited former Shop 
employee W. C. Maxfield of Golden 
George Fleck spent his vacation moving his 
mother-in-law from Kansas to Lincoln 
It was a pleasant surprise to see Dale Heiliger 
and his quartet on TV on the “Wayne West 
Morning Show.” 


LOOKS LIKE ID BEEN 
BOILED IN OIL / 


When Ray Zimmerman, Lincoln Plant, 
shaved off his Centennial beard he 
found the protected area had turn- 
ed so white that he got under a 
sun lamp in an attempt to match 
the colors. Not until next day 
did he know that he had burned his 
face to a deep, lobster red. 


Edna Pflughaupt made quite an entree at one of 

York's recent social functions. Her specs 

clouded over in the darkened stairway, so her 

escort told her there were five steps to climb. 

Edna counted five treads and then stepped out Carieta Woelke, Beatrice Commercial, 

boldly into the main ballroom. Trouble was - slipped off a tight shoe as she sat 

there were SIX steps instead; and Edna came at her desk. A customer came in and 

sliding into the room like a boy ona sled. Carieta was surprised to find the 
Shoe would not go back on the foot. 
She finally was forced to give up in 
the attempt, and had to hop to the 
counter to wait on the customer. 


DERN THESE MODERN 


Electronic expert Dick 
Wakeman, Planning, had 
8 his whole week ruined 
RO when he was’ tagged by 


Ps SS radar while on his way 
to work one morning. 


Si use, y 
Wiel ’ 


Chauncey Eggerss, terror of the links, bought a 
new set of matched clubs, guaranteed by the 
glib salesman to cure whatever faults there 
might be in Chauncey's game. He tried out his 
driver on the "water hole" at Pioneers and, for | 
the first time in history, dropped his tee shot , 
right in the middle of the lake. The new clubs : | 
followed it a few seconds later. : ————— 


| 
| 
HOW ABOUT | 
| 
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Quite a life-like display we had at 
the Centennial exposition. Verna 
Alexander and Lillian Sowers report 
seeing a pop vendor giving a sales 
talk to one of the manikins dressed 
to represent switchboard operators 
as part of the display. 


Jim Story, Engineering, promised to 
watch over little Sheila while Mrs. 
Story went on an errand. In a few 
minutes he had to go into action to 
treat a cut finger. He failed to 
hold Sheila's hand as he poured on 


YOU DO IT | 
JUST LIKE THIS | 4s | 


the iodine and the bottle described —— =< 

a high arc as it spewed its con- While waiting for his ride home to Wahoo one Ay Ants 

tents over Jim, the daughter and evening, Walter F. Roberts saw a driverless car ae _ de 
the rug. He had the little girl's rolling from a parking lot toward the street. AES Wehbe | 
head under the faucet of the kit- Quickly he sprang behind the wheel and found : | 
chen sink as the lady of the house himself in the midst of one of life's great Otis Clark, Toll Test, undertook to 
walked in on the scene. adventures. Before he could find the brake the instruct his son in the art of fly | 


casting. After suitable prelimi- 
naries he flung the bait far and 
wide. It came to rest in the top 
of a tall tree. A power company 
truck came by, and Otis prevailed 
on the driver to snip off the 
branch, and thus retrieved the fly 
and leader. But he fell heavily in 
Stature in the eyes of his son. 


tNcD tien. : 12 
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runaway car was on the verge of a head-on col- 

lision and as he backed away from that danger 

, Walt crashed into a vehicle coming from the 

| sthiais rear. He finally parked the maverick on a red 
4 SOUND ; line and climbed, into his homebound car just as 
the wail of a siren sounded in the distance. 


NSE Perens: 


: And down Beatrice way, 
An Ericofon was hooked up for a Lay Migs Don Gilmore is still 
demonstration in the Tecumseh poy "Sheriff" Bob Ross took a ride on his ~ %, \\ ~ fuming as he _ contem- 
business office during a_ sales A A? lively steed and at the far end of A plates his first cast 


- 


meeting. Norma Lee Hahn attempt- Fa the journey dismounted to stretch his ~1);/ ~ Of the season. His fly 
ed to answer an outside call over legs, tying the nag to a tree limb. wi ~ landed ~ and remained - 
the instrument and breught down A barking dog caused the hoss_ to ee in an old locust tree | 
the house as she began’ shouting break loose and gallop away, leaving e~ 4 far out in the lake at 
into the receiver horn. Bob to walk the long way home. Alexandria. 


Fig. 1: The new-style toll ticket, mark sensed by a Beatrice operator, was 
later fed through the IBM 519 Document-originating machine (Fig. 4) 
from which it emerged as an IBM punch card, identical in usage to that 
shown in Fig. 3, and ready for further processing through the Sorter (Fig. 6) 
and the Accounting machine (Fig. 7). 


Fig. 2: SATT Tane section on which the record of two DDD toll calls are 
recorded by the perforations shown. This tape is punched by the SATT per- 
forator, shown at riaht center. Later it is fed through the Tape-card 
punch (Fig. 5) to produce an IBM punch card (Fig. 3). 


Mark sensing a toll ticket at the Beatrice switchboard. The “bubbles” are 
marked as the information is given to the operator by the toll subscriber. 
The hands belong to Lela Watson, chief operator. 


By B. J. Sievers 


Through tiny windows in these IBM punch cards can be 
seen the magic of automation, DDD tapes, mark sensed toll 
tickets and electronic data processing which will furnish the 
answer to our growing load of paper work. Clerical changes 
are seldom spectacular or glamorous but these electronic 
machines sort, compute, bill and post complex accounts se- 
quentially with little or no human intervention and with 
fantastic speed and accuracy. They also exercise “judgment” 
in calling attention to transactions out of the ordinary. 

Our coming paper work revolution was ushered in May 
11 at Beatrice with the “retirement” of the familiar time 
honored ZA toll ticket after its many decades of telephone 
service. The new cards on which the Beatrice toll operators 
are now recording toll calls in accounting machine “short- 
hand” language will automatically furnish Beatrice sub- 
scribers an itemized list of their long distance charges on 
the most modern billing equipment in existence. The oper- 
ator marks the toll information on the card in the same 
manner that she would check off a questionnaire using a 
special type of lead to mark the proper spaces on the card. 
The information thus marked will later be “read” by ac- 
counting machines in the Data Processing Center at Lincoln 
and processed in much the same way as are the DDD calls. 
These “sense marks” on the mark sense cards will trigger 
the data processing operation which will completely mech- 
anize toll billing. 

Other toll centers will be converted to mark sensing on 
a basis that provides time for operator training, arrival of 
the additional accounting machines and an orderly realign- 
ment of personnel. It is expected that operators in all our 
toll centers will be mark sensing by the end of 1959. Mech- 
anization has played an important part in the growth and 
service of LT&T since the installation of its first dial tele- 
phone in March 1904. Installation of DDD and Electronic 
Data Processing are the two most recent steps in the sav- 
ings and improvement of service resulting from mech- 
anization. 

A new method of subscriber billing is being introduced 
coincident with mark sensing. The initial application will 
occur in June with the issuance of the Beatrice subscriber 
accounts. Completely mechanized billing will not become a 
reality until October of this year when the major part of 
the Electronic Data Processing equipment will arrive. How- 
ever, the new Data Processing Center is gradually coming 
into being. This group was the first to move into the new 
15th & M Street building and nine of the machines hav 
aiready arrived. The Data Processing equipment will not 
eliminate any considerable portion of the manual operation 
until the final months of this year after the Addressograph 
9300 equipment and IBM 650 computer have been received. 

The computer will in time affect and assist all depart- 
ments. It will simplify the complex job of providing ade- 
quate circuits at the right places at the right time. Studies of 
long distance calls will be furnished showing Traffic engl- 
neers where additional circuits are required. It will help 
Plant Extension engineers to decide what kind of circuits 
will be needed and where to construct them. The system will 
furnish the peg counts necessary to measure traffic office 
work volume and can produce traffic force assignment 
sheets. This system will assist the plant department by 
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Beatrice Operators are Writing the Future ratty 


Controller 


summarizing the number and nature of service troubles 
and in maintaining and controlling inventories. Commercial 
offices will be relieved of much detailed clerical work such 
as account posting. Collection work and reports will be 
simplified. The system will perform many duties for the 
accounting department. Some of the more important in 
addition to toll rating and subscriber billing are the prepar- 
ation of: payrolls, reports, studies and the distribution of 


labor, material and overhead costs. 


This project has been under consideration for over two 


years and a special group of highly trained system analysts 
and programmers in the Controller’s office have made 
studies to determine just how the system could benefit all 
parts of the business. These studies will continue and new 
areas of application will be found profitable for conversion. 
Commercial, Plant and Traffic personnel are working with 
this group on special applications. The objectives are to 
improve the quality, time and cost elements of paper work 
activity through simplification and integration of data pro- 
cessing methods. A computer can project into a single error- 
less operation complex procedures which previously required 
multiple mechanical and clerical steps. All paper work 
operations will eventually be reviewed with respect to their 
suitability for computer operation. These reviews are very 
exacting and involve detailed flow charting of every step of 
the routine. Needless to say, a study of this kind discloses 
duplicate steps and as a result of our flow charting it has 
been possible in many cases to simplify routines, eliminate 
unnecessary records, or to substitute one form for several. 
These are extraneous advantages resulting from computer 


feasibility studies. 

Meetings will be conducted to brief operating and related 
personnel on procedures, control methods and computer 
capabilities. Accounting employees are being oriented as to 
the features of the computer system and its proposed uses. 
Prior to the cutover from manual to computer operation, 
duties will be assigned and target dates set to ensure 
scheduled performance with a minimum of error and con- 
fusion. With a combination of proven computer programs, 
trained operating personnel and audited input data there is 
every reason to expect a reasonably smooth and rapid con- 
version to the new system. Only one application at a time 
will be converted and a parallel manual operation will be 
run the first month to insure accuracy. Results of the two 
runs will be compared in detail before a complete cutover 


is effected. | 
The “brains” of our electronic equipment are contained 
in the IBM 650 computer and consists of a whirling steel 
cylinder 16 inches long with a 4 inch diameter. This is the 
magnetic drum which turns at 12,500 revolutions per minute. 
90,000 items of information can be recorded on the outside 
surface of this drum as tiny magnetic spots, each no larger 
than the head of a common pin. Any item can be read, 
written or erased in less than three one-thousandths of a 
second. Tolerances are measured in millionths of an inch. 
2900 vacuum tubes and 3600 tiny germanium drides—each 
the equivalent of a vacuum tube—are contained in the 650 
computer. The computer system consists of several different 
machines, most of which are rented on a monthly basis. 
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Fig 3: IBM punch card on which a DDD toll call has been recorded from 
the SATT Tape (Fig. 2) after it has been processed through the IBM Tape- 
card punch (Fig. 5). 


After a DDD toll call is completed the information which has been stored 
in the SATT equipment is released to the Perforator. This machine then 
records the information by punch-holes in a continuous SATT Tape (Fig. 2). 
F. O. Jurgens is adiusting the tane on one of the pberforators in the 
Beatrice switchroom. 


A Sai Sats 
Bos we a Sa ; . 
Beatrice traffic personnel were well trained before they began to mark 
sense toll tickets. In one of the classes conducted by Merlie Markuson, traffic 
instructor, the camera found, from left: Dorothy E. Scheele, Alys E. White, 
Lela Watson, chief operator, and Miss Markuson. 


Continued on next page 
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Beatrice Operators Are Writing the Future 
Continued from Page 3 


Fig. 4: IBM Document-originating machine. Reproduces all punched in- 
formation from one card to another; gang punches information from a 
master card into one or several detail cards: takes numeric information 
from the 402 accounting machine and summary-punches it into an IBM 
card. At present its primary use is to convert Beatrice mark sensed folli 
cards into punched IBM cards. 


Fig. 5: IBM O46 Tape-card punch. Punches IBM cards from coded paper 
tape at normal rate of 15 cards per minute; used to convert SATT tapes 
to IBM punch cards (Fig 3) for processing into toll statements on 402 
Accounting machine (Fig. 7). 


Computer System — Statistics 


1, First fully integrated 650 computer system in the telephone 

industry. 

First 650 computer system to be used in toll rating and detailing. 

First 650 computer system to be used in connection with tele- 

phone customer billing. 

4. First computer system in the telephone industry to utilize a 
9300 Addressograph machine. 

5. Second electronic computer system in the Independent telephone 
industry. (The first is a 705 computer installed in December 
1958 at Santa Monica for the General Telephone Company of 
California.) 

6. Fifth 650 electronic computer in Lincoln and LT&T will be 
the third organization in Lincoln to install a 650 computer. 


at ta 


Fig. 6: IBM 082 Sorter. This machine has become familiar to millions of 
devotees of TY quiz programs. A speedy and accurate machine that will 
arrange cards into any desired sequence at a rate of 450 cards per minute. 
Presently used to sort Beatrice subscribers’ toll tickets and monthly state- 
ments into subscriber telephone number sequence. 


Fig 7: IBM 402 Accounting machine. Prints 80 characters per line from 


each punch card at a rate of 100 lines per minute, or it will print sum- 
marized reports at 150 lines per minute. It is presently being used to 
print LT 2A toll tickets and Beatrice subscriber bills. The control panel— 
the electronic brain of the machine—has been left exposd to view at left. 
The wiring of the panel dictates the specific function of the machines op- 
eration. 
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Extension Sales 
to be Watchword 


for July 


Month-long campaign designed to 
stimulate employee participation 


Winner to bask in style at 
Muehleback Hotel and Towers, 
Kansas City 


The month of July has been designated for a competitive 
sales campaign to supplement and stimulate the employee 
participation sales program. A grand prize will be awarded 
to the employee, regardless of department, who initiates the 
sale of the greatest number of extension telephones—res1- 
dence or business—during that period. 


The winner will receive a thrill-packed trip for two to 
Kansas City. There the red carpet will be rolled out at the 
Muehleback Hotel and Towers where reservations will 
cover a two-night stay over a weekend in August. Breakfast 
will be served in the room each morning; free tickets and 
transportation will be provided for the Starlight Theatre 
and a big-league baseball game. Dinner at Cafe Piccardy 
on the night of arrival; dinner at the Terrace Grill the next 
night, with full night club atmosphere and entertainment. 
And for those moments of relaxation between rounds of 
excitement there will be TV in the room—and flowers; and 
refreshments served if desired. 


The round trip will be made by air, with the lucky couple 
leaving Lincoln on Friday and returning on Sunday via 
Frontier Air Lines. Best of all—the entire check for ex- 
penses will be picked up by the company. Right now every- 
one has an equal chance to win the Big Weekend. 


Bill Quinn, sales supervisor, is currently holding meetings 
at area points and departments, explaining the campaign 
and the reward. Also he is pointing out that we are experl- 
encing a five-year low in station gain for this time of year 
and that the energetic support of the sales effort by every 
employee is vital to the welfare of our company. 


During the month of May, 100 employees were credited 
with 295 initiated sales for $4,561 annual gross revenue. As 
of June 1, 215 employees have participated in the sales pro- 
gram. They’ve sent in 1329 requests resulting in 1686 com- 
pleted sales and boosted our annual gross revenue by $29,956. 

Pictured in the column at right are the winners of the 
“district” drawings for May participants. 


bie 


Mae Meduna, Wahoo, received the “eastern” prize—an electric frying pan 
—from E. L. Dorland. Leona Benal and Peggy Davis watch proceedings. 


Charles Novak presented the “southern” 
award, a wall lamp, to Loretta Mclinay, Crete. 


: 


August Brunke, center, won a Sonora radio as the 
“central” prize. Art Albers at left. C. B. Meshier, right. 
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Ewald Ochsner, Hastings, became owner of three lawn chairs 
as the “western” sales award. R. H. Gray _ presenting. 
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Needles ae 


In Haystacks 


The story of the 2L/5N telephone 
numbering plan for use in 
Direct Distance Dialing 


by R. K. Ghormley 
Chief Engineer 


Suppose you were asked to find a needle in a haystack! 
How big is the haystack? Where is the haystack? Is there 
more than one needle? If there is more than one needle, will 
any of the needles do? These are crazy questions, aren’t 
they? Yet, if just any old haystack wouldn’t do, and if it 
had more than one needle and you were supposed to find a 
particular needle, you would have a problem on your hands! 


_ Your job of finding a particular needle of a lot of needles 
In a particular haystack of several haystacks would be made 
much easier if you were given some means of identifying 
the haystacks and the needles. 


In a rough sense the needle-in-the-haystack situation is 
what is going on as subscriber Direct Distance Dialing is 
extended across the North American Continent. In this case 
a calling subscriber is telling the telephone machinery that 
he wants a particular needle located some place in the 
country. Simultaneously, he needs to be identified as to 
which needle he himself is. 


The problem becomes one, then, of dividing the country 
into haystacks, and then within a particular haystack of 
identifying all the needles, or telephone subscribers, one 
from another. 


Figure 1 shows the method in which the United States 
and Canada have been divided into haystacks—more eleg- 
antly termed “numbering plan areas.”’ You will note that Ne- 
braska has two such areas. One haystack is numbered 402. 


The other haystack is numbered 308. 


As Direct Distance Dialing calls are placed either within 
the same area or between areas, it is necessary to identify 
the called and calling telephones by using just the telephone 
number. No reference to towns or states as part of the 
identification is readily workable. 


Figure 2: The Metropolitan dial Figure 3: Single-letter dial 
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Figure 1: Numbering plan areas of the U. S. and Canada 


Each subscriber within an area must have a number 
that fits him—and him alone. 

Within the 402 area there are literally dozens of telephone 
operating companies. You have probably heard of the two 
largest. One Is (you guessed it!) The Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company—and the other, the Northwestern Bell 
Telephone Company. In addition to these two, there are 
numerous other Independents within this area. 


To make any scheme a success for completely identifying 
each subscriber within the 402 area there must of necessity 
be cooperation among all telephone operating companies 
within the area. By common agreement a series of numbers 
must be established so that no two subscribers any place 
within the 402 area have the same telephone number. 

Over the last several years such a scheme has been agreed 
to among the various operating companies. You can readily 
see that no one company can have its way completely as to 
what numbers it may use if there is a major conflict with one 
of the other companies within the territory. This is dictated 
by equipment requirements and other technical matters 
which are too detailed to merit taking up space here. How- 
ever, you can probably guess that many of the problems en- 
countered are of major consequence, and often a good deal 
of compromise has been necessary. 


In the case of the Lincoln exchange in the LT&T Com- 
pany, a set of office names has been worked out to take care 
of the today’s requirement, as well as to accommodate itself 
to growth in all Lincoln offices. This has been done with the 
thought in mind of keeping the initial equipment require- 
ments to a minimum while providing for growth and expan- 
sion of office areas without requiring subsequent number 
changes. — 

Within a particular numbering plan area it is pretty 
obvious that identifying a few hundred thousand subscribers 
requires more than a simple four or five or even six-digit 
number to do the job. 

The scheme used is the so-called 2L/5N system of iden- 
tifying a subscriber. Each telephone number has seven 
“dial pulls”—an office name (the 2L) and five digits (the 
oN); 

Lincoln today has five-digit subscriber numbers. In going 
to the 2L/5N scheme, it was possible merely to add an office 
name ahead of the five-digit number in most cases. For two 
of the Lincoln offices, however, it was necessary to change 
the first existing number along with the adding of an office 
name. This was due to technical reasons wherein major 
conflicts developed with other companies in the area when 
the system was being established. 

Here is a list which shows the old and new arrangement 

Continued on page 14 
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Former Vice President-General Manager Called by Death 


John H. Agee, director and former 
vice president-general manager of 
LT&T, died at Palo Alto, California, 
May 15, from the combined effects of 
pneumonia and a coronary condition. 
His illness was of short duration, Mr. 
Agee having been in Lincoln and ap- 
parently in good health less than a 
month before his death. 


A man of limitless ability and vital- 
ity, Mr. Agee’s accomplishments were 
many and varied. He rose to the high- 
est office in the field of Independent 
telephony, being twice elected to serve 
as president of the United States Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association during 
1937 and 1938. In 1942 he became pres- 
ident of the Independent Telephone 
Pioneer Association. 


He was no stranger to the industry 
nor to these parts when he came to 
LT&T in January 1926 as general man- 
ager. He was a graduate of Friend 
High School and at the age of 20 had 
built the telephone exchange at Adams. 
Later he merged the exchange with the 
Johnson County Home Telephone Com- 
pany at Tecumseh and had a hand in 
the construction of the Independent ex- 
changes at Tecumseh, Sterling, St. 
Mary’s and Elk Creek. He was one of 
the organizers and general counsel for 
the United Companies of Abilene, Kan- 
sas, with properties adjoining LT&T’s 
on the south and was on the board of 
directors of telephone companies at 
Hiawatha, Holton and Abilene, Kansas. 
He practiced law at Lincoln and Super- 
ior and had served as city attorney for 
the latter city. 


He was a graduate of the Springfield, 
Illinois business college, where he spe- 
cialized in accounting, and the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska where he received 
his law degree. He later attended 
George Washington University. 

On becoming operating head of 
LT&T at the age of 42, he was probably 
the youngest general manager among 
major telephone companies of the na- 
tion. He had been selected by President 


John H. Agee 


Frank H. Woods to fill the vacancy 
created through the death of R. E. Mat- 
tison in December 1925. Evidences of 
his energy, judgment and ability were 
quickly apparent and somehow, in his 
busy schedule, he found time to take a 
prominent part in many civic activities 
and organizations. He served as presi- 
dent of the Lincoln Chamber of Com- 
merce, the University of Nebraska 
Foundation, the Alumni Association, 
the Lincoln Community Chest and 
Lincoln Rotary Club. 

He helped organize and served as 
vice president of the Continental Tele- 
phone group and was once a director 
of the Peninsular Telephone Company 
of Tampa, Florida. He held member- 
ship in the Nebraska Bar Association, 
Rotary Club, Interprofessional Insti- 
tute, the Country Club, Lancaster 
Lodge 54, AF&AM, the Scottish Rite 
and Shrine bodies at Lincoln. 

At the time of death he was chair- 
man of the board of the Securities Ac- 
ceptance Corporation of Omaha; a di- 
rector of the Security Mutual Life In- 
surance Company at Lincoln and nu- 
merous other corporations. 

Probably the most taxing of his 


duties as general manager was to guide 
the course of our company through the 
torturous period of depression and 
drouth in the ’thirties. It was he who 
set up the watchword of the company— 
Economy—and directed the rigid, in- 
flexible saving of time and expense in 
every phase of the business. But he 
would not resort to the easiest of all 
methods of economizing in those times 
—a general lay-off to reduce the work- 
ing force. Reluctantly, he asked em- 
ployees to accept salary reductions so 
that all could hold their jobs during 
those dark years. And he saw to it that 
the former wage scales were restored as 
soon as it was economically possible. 
He was intensely proud of the people 
of LT&T, who fought the depression by 
turning into telephone salesmen; spend- 
ing their waking hours in a concerted 
effort to halt disconnects and increase 
revenues. 

The war years brought a reversal of 
problems. Prospective subscribers 
clamored for service that often could 
not be furnished because of inadequate 
facilities or shortages of materials and 
manpower. It is to Mr. Agee’s credit 
that he viewed the times in their true 
perspective and made provision for the 
years of growth that followed. 


Mr. Agee retired as vice president 
and general manager in August 1948, 
but this in no way reduced his energy 
nor his output of constructive work. 
He immediately became submerged in 
civic activities and devoted more time 
to his widening business interests. He 
traveled extensively —almost con- 
stantly — throughout the country and 
abroad, and though he later moved his 
residence to Menlo Park, California, he 
was seen in Lincoln almost as often as 
before. 


His death ended his 33-year tenure as 
a member of LT&T’s board of directors. 
Funeral services were held May 19 at 
First Baptist Church, where he held 
membership. Interment was at Wyuka 
Cemetery. 


To New Assignments 


’ Engineering 
Allan L. Ager, equipment foreman, Gen- 
eral Plant, to engineer. 

R. F. Bauer, installer-repairman, COE, 
Lincoln Switchroom, to engineering assistant. 
Plant 

Ralph S. Culver, equipment repairman to 
testman, Supply. 

A. L. Dougherty, switchman to installer- 
repairman, COE, Lincoln Switchroom. 


man, Supply. 
Harrison W. Hill, groundman to lineman, 
Construction, Lincoln. 


Dale C. Heiliger, janitor to warehouse 


Bobby E. Miller, combinationman, Wilber 
to Crete. 

W. G. Mulder, lineman, Construction, to 
switchman, Toll Equipment, Lincoln. 

E. L. Pfeifer, frameman to switchman, Lin- 
coln Switchroom. 

Eugene C. Schrank, switchman to installer- 
repairman, COE, Lincoln Switchroom. 

Jerrold L. Sievers, warehouseman, Supply, 
to groundman, Construction, Lincoln. 

R. H. Wart, clerk to combinationman. 
wire chief’s office, Lincoln. 

Roger L. Weber, groundman to lineman, 
Construction, Lincoln. 
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First floor plan of new garage building showing arrangement of parking 


stalls, driveway aisles, and vehicular entrances. Location of garage service 


areas and dispatching rooms for Wire Chief’s and Construction forces are 
also shown. 


Lincoln combinationmen in Wire Chief’s dispatching room. Left to right: 
D. A. Haith, A. C. King (toll combinationmen), L. G. Hansen, R. R. Wendell 
(back to camera) and R. J. Anthony. in far rear, A. T. Albers and G. E. 
Miller, service foremen, are checking LT 50 orders by nhone with the dis- 
patchers at the Lincoln test board. 


Service Foreman A. T. Albers is placing orders in dispatching box for 
his men to pick up before leaving on their work assignments. 


Combinationmen’s trucks streaming out of garage building at start of 
work period. J. M. Irons is in the first truck. 


LT&T's New 


Performs Important 


Second of a series of 
three articles. The first 
appeared in the May issue. 


In the new Company garage, space is provided for 47 
motor vehicle units on the first level and 53 units on the 
mezzanine. For future growth, the roof level is designed to 
provide space for up to 87 additional units. Passenger cars, 
combinationmen’s trucks, construction and cable splicers’ 
trucks make up the group of motor vehicles housed in the 
new garage. 


These vehicles are assigned to stalls by car numbers, as 
indicated in the first floor plan shown on this page. This 
number plan assures the proper parking of the vehicles. 
Since each driver knows his assigned stall, he can park his 
vehicle by himself and it is not necessary for the garage 
service personnel to direct the vehicles into the stalls. 


The properly designed parking stalls, ample driveway 
lanes, and strategically placed building entrances enable 
complete exit of all vehicles within less than ten minutes. 
All vehicles are thus able to leave promptly at the start of 
the morning and afternoon working period each day. No 
congestion occurs at the exits. The only guidance needed 
for the drivers is at the point where the vehicles come down 
the ramp from the mezzanine to join the stream of cars 
leaving the building. Here a service foreman directs the 
drivers to leave by the east, north, or south entrance, as 
required to prevent a tie-up of the vehicles at either en- 
trance. The large construction trucks with derrick and 
digger and the aerial ladder cable trucks use the north 
entrance because of the large door that enables passage of 
these trucks in and out of the building. The east entrance, 
which also has a large door, is used only occasionally by 
these heavy trucks because of the heavy rush hour traffic 
on 21st Street. 


In the previous garage location, it was necessary to have 
two garage servicemen and one mechanic come to work at 
4:00 p.m., so they could move the trucks that had come in 
during the day and were not properly stored. After this was 
done, these men had to be ready to park other trucks as they 
came in after 4:30 p.m. In spite of this arrangement, the in- 
coming vehicles were often backed up as far as half a block 
away in each direction on 21st Street, with its rush hour 
traffic, while the trucks inside the garage were being jock- 
eyed through the narrow aisles to make room for the wait- 
ing vehicles. 

In the new setup, the drivers can park their trucks as 
soon as they come in, eliminating the need for the evening 
garage men to be on the floor at the time. These men now 
come to work at 5:00 p.m., ready to start on their evening 
assignments. The time saved by not having to assist In 
parking the vehicles amounts to 3 hours per day. 

The combinationmen make use of materials, such as 
wire, screws, knobs, and protectors, as well as telephone 
instruments in their daily work. These items are carried in 
compartment bins on their trucks and it is necessary to 
replenish them from time to time. This replenishment is 
handled by a night warehouseman who stocks the trucks 
from material requisitions made out by the combinationmen 
on their return to the garage at the end of the working day, 
and deposited in a night requisition box. The requisitions are 


~aet 8 fe 


Garage 
Work Functions 


by 
J. S. Reed 
Plant Methods Supervisor 


made out in accordance with a stock control plan, which 
limits the amounts of various items of materials that may 
be carried on the trucks. Special items or unusual material 
quantities require the authority of the service foreman in 
charge. 

Under this arrangement the combinationmen leave the 
requisitions in the night requisition box provided at the 
lobby entrance to the dispatching room in the garage 
building. The night warehouseman collects the requisitions 
from the box and also obtains special material requisitions 
for color sets or special equipment to be installed the next 
day from the testboard in the 14th and M Building. This 
man then uses the pickup truck provided to transport to 
the warehouse recovered materials, tools, and subsets ob- 
tained from trucks stored in the garage. These items are 
previously placed in canvas bags which the night man picks 
up on his first trip. In the storeroom, this man sorts out 
subsets from other materials and places the sets on trucks 
for going to the shop to be repaired and reconditioned. He 
places the rest of the materials on a platform truck for day 
warehousemen to sort out for the junk bins or for repair, 
as required. 

The night warehouseman then hitches a special trailer, 
Which is equipped with a cabinet for miscellaneous parts, 
such as knobs, screws, and compression sleeves, to the pickup 
truck and hauls it to the garage. The truck also transports 
coils of drop wire, telephone sets, and other supplies that 
are not carried in the trailer cabinet. Using the material 
requisitions as a guide, the man loads each of the combina- 
tionmen’s trucks. 

In the old system, which was in effect when the garage 
was located in the warehouse building, combinationmen 
obtained small items of material from a stock cabinet on the 
garage floor. Items such as telephone instruments, hand- 
Pieces, transmitters, and dials were ordered on requisition 
slips, which were deposited in a night requisition box, and 
a night warehouseman placed these items on the trucks. 
Because the combinationmen had to load their own trucks 
with the materials, this resulted in a delay in their leaving 
the garage at the start of the morning and afternoon work 
periods. 

The night loading of materials, after the trucks are 
brought in and the men have gone home, results in a saving 
of about 20 minutes a day per man, or a total of 15°5 hours 
per day. An additional 2% hours per day is gained by not 
having the day warehousemen attend upon combinationmen 
at the storeroom stock window. The night warehouseman, a 
single employee, requires an average of 5%°4 hours per day to 
load the trucks with supplies. Taking into account the elim- 
ination of the late afternoon parking of motor vehicles by 
the evening garage personnel, the net total time saved under 
the new garage arrangement is 15% hours. That is almost 
two man-days gained in the co-operative efforts of the 
Supply department and the Lincoln Wire Chief’s department 
to reduce operating costs by the new plan of handling sup- 
plies for the combinationmen and expediting the departure 


of trucks from the garage. 
To be continued 


R. L. Hohnstein, combinationman, is checking his truck compartment for 
needed supplies which he enters on a material requisition sheet by quantity 
and, where necessary, by code numbers. 


L. M. Miller, combinationman, is placing his pad of material requisitions 
in night requisition box for later pick-up by the night warehouseman. 


Paul Haith, night warehouseman, is loading a combinationman’s truck 
with requisitioned supplies. Note special trailer with cabinets for items of 
materials to be loaded on trucks. 
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The telephone girls at Hollywood Bowl. And they are not all shown in the picture. We would 


have to add 16 others to the group to arrive at the total attendance of the all-day tournament. 


Records Take Beating at Women's Company-wide Tourney 


The women’s battalion of telephone bowlers were not 
content to let the men set all the records. They rang up a 
few of their own at their annual company-wide tournament 
at Hollywood Bowl, Sunday, May 3. 


First they established a new attendance record with an 
enrollment of 72, which included delegations from Crete, 
Wahoo, Hastings, Tecumseh and York. The tournament was 
open to employees and wives and daughters of employees. 


Capturing the singles trophy was Ruth Merrill, wife of 
Dick Merrill of Lincoln Plant. Her victory was not surpris- 
ing. It would take a lot of argument to convince many em- 
ployees that Ruth ever had a peer as an all-round telephone 
athlete. In the mid-forties she was the fireball pitcher on 
our softball team; performed creditably as a regular on our 
championship volleyball aggregations and was a top-flight 
bowler, capturing the individual title in the spring of 1950, 
the year she served as president of the league. In the tour- 
nament Ruth rolled a scratch series of 150-180-180 for a 510 
which, with her 75-pin handicap, gave her a 585. Shirley 
Heiliger’s 487-96 was good for second place with a 583. 


jer watt 


Far out in the lead for the doubles title were 
Genevieve Clapp and Wilma Drake; both of Lin- 


coln Traffic. 


The doubles title went to Genevieve Clapp and Wilma 
Drake of Lincoln Traffic who added a 273 handicap to their 
865 to give them an 1138 score; far in front of the field. 

Norma Somerheiser won the all events-scratch title 
with 1532. She was pursued by Lois Ehlers with 1507 and 
Peggy Davis with 1431. In the all events-handicap race 
the list was reversed with Peggy totaling 1674, Lois 1669 
and Norma 1667. 

Team honors went to the “Pin Busters,” a make-up 
quintet composed of Beverly Stall, Norma Somerheiser, Dee 
Jackson, Peggy Davis and Leona Benal. The highest scratch 
series—a fat 558—was rolled by Miss Somerheiser. 

The long day was concluded with a fine smorgasbord 
dinner served in the basement at the Hollywood, after which 
the bowlers departed with the solid opinion that they had 
participated in one of the finest all-girl affairs this old com- 
pany had ever staged. In this connection our compliments 
should be directed toward Joan Moorberg, personnel sec- 
retary, who was given a free rein in the tournament ar- 
rangements and so well did she perform that there was 
nary a detail amiss. 


oe eh 
Four members of the championship team await their turn on 
the alley. In the foreground: Beverly Stall, Norma Somer- 
heiser and Leona Benal. Behind them at right: Peggy Davis. 
Not in picture: Dee Jackson. 


Singles champion Ruth Mer- 
rill has lost none of her skill 
with the passing years. 
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Competition Keen in 


EPS 


The bowling season creaked to a halt 
in early May, as the enthusiasm that 
held high all through the cool months 
gave way to the call of the outdoors, 
the needs of lawn tending and other 
spring chores. 

But there was none to say that the 
bowlers did not close their long stand 
with the proper crescendo. Company 
tournaments, round robins, banquets 
and elections were all included in the 
finale. 

In all, 37 teams rolled under company 
colors during the past season—a new 
high mark in bowling activity. There 
were 16 teams in the men’s Lincoln 
league, two at Hastings and one each at 
Beatrice, Crete, Fairbury, Hebron, Se- 
ward, Stromsburg and York. Eight 
LT&T teams competed in the women’s 
Lincoln league and others performed at 
Hebron, Crete, Tecumseh and York. 


Final reports from the territory did 
not indicate the standings of all the 
teams, but so far as we know, there 
were none that won their league cham- 
pionship. 

The Lincoln men’s race ran true to 
form with Construction winning the 
trophy by a margin of 5% games. This 


Standing are the newly elected officers of the Lincoln men’s league. From 
left: Al Ager, vice president; Ken Versaw, president; and Carl Ahl, secre- 
tary-treasurer. Seated: Walter F. Roberts, personnel director, and John 


Backstrom, retiring president. 


Two teams ended in a tie for the league championship at Lincoln. Above: 
The Shiftless Three; Dee Jackson, Norma Somerheiser and Jean Baker. Be- 
low: The Live Wires; Lois Ehlers, Verley Duer and Esther Jewell. 


ou MSR |Z 
ele). a 
fF Soto: ot Ge 


Set 


Buck Duer. 


team also claimed the year’s high series 
of 2805 and the high game of 987. 
The teams finished in this order. 


1. Construction 9. Supply 

2. Shop 10. Bus. Office 

3. General Coml. 11. Switchroom 

4. Trans. Engineers 12. Equip. Eng. 

5. Splicers 13. Outside Plant Eng. 
6. Outside Service 14. Bug Hunters 

7. Pole Setters 15. Inside Service 

8. Accounting 16. Toll Equipment 


Howard Spahnle led the individual 
standings as he has done for years with- 
out number. He rolled to the head of 
the list on the very first night and 
maintained an average of 180 or better 
until a late season slump reduced it to 
178. He was followed in order by Buck 
Duer-173, Hal Feather-172 and Chic 
Story, Jim Ehlers and Elmer Dough- 
erty, all at 170. Best single game of the 
season was Dean Hamilton’s 246. Dick 
Bartels had a 245 and Jim Ehlers a 244. 
Best series was Spahnle’s gigantic 658. 
Elmer Dougherty posted a 645 for sec- 
ond best in this category. Ron Ueber- 
rhein was the only player to roll all 
105 games of the season. Ron also won 
the round robin tournament on the 
final night of league play. 

Averages ran consistently higher 
than those of a year ago. Indeed, every 
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The champion Construction team of the Lincoln men’s league. From left: 
Elmer Dougherty, Ken Darby, Don Nielsen, Jim Ehlers, Deac Simpson and 


Late Bowling Season 


man in the dozen or more top spots of 
the standings increased his average 
from two to ten pins per game. Largest 
increase over the 1958 average was 
claimed by Dick Bartels whose score 
jumped from 129 to 158 pins. 


Officers for the coming season were 
elected at a smorgasbord dinner held at 
the Lincoln Hotel on May 15. Ken Ver- 
saw became the new president, suc- 
ceeding John Backstrom. Al Ager was 
elected vice president and Carl Ahl 
began his 14th consecutive term as sec- 
retary-treasurer. 


The race for the team championship 
in the Lincoln women’s league ended in 
a dead heat with the Live Wires and 
Shiftless Three trios each showing 6514 
games in the win column. A special 
roll-off was necessary and the Live 
Wires eased out last year’s champs by 
the narrowest of margins. 


Norma Somerheiser and Lois Ehlers 
stood at the head of the list in the 
individual averages with their 157’s, 
followed by Rexine Bretta with 154. 
Norma had the season’s high game of 
233 and high series of 576. The ladies 
held their banquet at the Compass 
Room on May 19. 


Bowlers were bug-eyed at the array of tempting food set before them at 
the smorgasbord banquet. Plates were heaping full by the time most of them 
had reached the half-way point of the 20-foot serving table. 


Lincoln Telephone News 


Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 8, Nebr. 


Our Cover 


The Caleys of Fairbury demonstrate 
the fitness of our pleasant June 
weather for that growing art—outdoor 
cookery. The backyard scene finds 
Gerald (Jack) of Fairbury Plant, as 
chef, receiving the plaudits of his wife, 
Kay; daughter Betty, 12; and son John, 
17, shown spraying the surrounding 
shrubbery with insect repellent. 


The Caley family holds a unique and 
perhaps unparalleled record in Nebras- 
ka telephony, for it has had at least one 
member serving in the industry since 
beyond the turn of the century. 


When John began working for LT&T 
this summer as a member of the local 
spraying crew, he was following the 
footsteps of three generations before 
him. His father will observe 25 years 
with LT&T next month. Gerald’s fa- 
ther, John, began his telephone career 
at Sterling as helper for his own father- 
in-law in 1900. John was manager of 
the Sterling exchange from 1902 until 
his retirement in 1934. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by the Telephone Employees’ Mutual 
Benefit Association during May, 1959. 

Primary Members..29 Claims..$3,997.55 

Dependents .......--- 21 Claims... 920.65 


$4,918.20 


And The Bond Issue Carried 


The Fairbury PTA and other sup- 
porters of a recent bond issue for the 
erection of a new high school turned to 
the telephone for help in getting out 
the vote and furthering the cause of 
modernizing the city’s educational fa- 
cilities. In so doing, an abnormal traf- 
fic load descended on the operating 
room where C. O. Evelyn Menke and 
her local force put up connections by 
the gross. They must have done a fine 
job, for the bond issues carried the day 
with many votes to spare and Mike 
Danaher, area manager, shortly after- 
ward received the following letter of 
appreciation from one of the most 
interested parties: 

Dear Mr. Danaher: 

During our recent school bond 
election it was necessary to use the 
telephone service a great many 
times. The service received and 
the courtesies shown by your com- 
petent staff were very much ap- 
preciated. Please convey our 
thanks to the many employees who 
made the extra effort to make pos- 
sible the efficient handling of so 
many local calls. 

Sincerely, 
(s) Don Maclay 
Superintendent of Schools 


New Employees 


Accounting 


Marleen Guzinski....Mach. Opr. ........ 5- 4 
Jeanette Mook 
Ce a) ptekoemmianas Prtg. Mach. Opr. 5-18 


Donald L. Piersol....Prtg. Mach. Opr. 4-27 
Commercial 
Mary Hansen*........ Teller, Lincoln.... 5-11 


Mary Miller .......... Sve. Rpr., Lincoln 4-20 
Plant 
Carol Amat cscsoeceiess a Steno., Supply .... 5-25 
John Kildau............ Janitor, Supply.... 5-27 
Betty Maul............... Steno., Supply .... 4-27 
Betty Meduna.......... Sve. Opr., Lincoln 5-18 
William Sievers Garage Svcmn. 
Pe TD eee ns SUDDIY sikcccces 4-26 
Sharon Wulf............ Typist, Wire Chief's 
Office, Lincoln.... 4-20 
Traffic 
Mary Anderson........ Opr., Superior...... 4-27 
Donna Bobbett......... Opr., Lincoln ...... 5-1] 
Charlene Bogle......... Opr., Fairbury .... 4-27 
Jeanette Bueoy......_.. Opr., Lincoln .....- 5-11 
Ruby Friedman*.___... Opr., Lincoln =... 5-1] 
Jean LaBarge........... Opr., Lincoln ...... 5- 4 
Virginia Medina....... Opr., Fairbury .... 4-27 
Carole Melvin..........: Opr., Lincoln ...... 5- 4 
Sharyl Patterson....... Opr., Superior .... 4-27 
Bonnie Taylor*........Opr., Tecumseh .. 5-12 
Elizabeth Young....... Opr., Lincoln ...... 5-11 


* Re-employed. 


Happiness Ahead 


Loretta Murphy became the bride of 
Aloysius Harre at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
in Friend on June 6. Loretta is a member of 
Unit I, Lincoln Traffic. 
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J. L. Baxter Retires 


For the past year James L. Baxter, 
Lincoln Plant, has been gradually re- 
gaining health and strength following a 

a sudden, severe 
illness; but now 
finds that he will 
be unable to work 
the final year that 
would lead to the 
age of normal re- 
tirement and has 
been granted a 
service pension. 


Thus, on June 1, 
he closed an active 
telephone career 
that dates from May 1921 when he was 
employed in the toll wire chief’s crew 
as a combinationman. He headquar- 
tered in Lincoln until February 1926 
when he headed west to begin a five- 
year tenure as manager at Edgar. In 
the early days of the depression he 
transferred to Hastings as combination- 
man, returning to Edgar in that capac- 
ity in 1935. He spent a few months at 
Clay Center before retracing his steps 
to Lincoln in April 1940. He drove a 
combinationman’s truck for several 
years before joining the “uptown” crew 
where mainly he went afoot on his 
beat of servicing PBX and PABX bat- 
teries. 


A L. ‘Baxter: 


Mr. Baxter spent some vacation time 
in Florida and found that he had less 
difficulty in his breathing while near 
the seashore. So, on the advice of his 
physician, he sold his Lincoln proper- 
ties and migrated to St. Petersburg 
where he will make his future home. 
No doubt Jim would like to hear from 
old friends about the company. His 
address is: 1128 35th Avenue, North, St. 
Petersburg, Florida. 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. Carl Bargen, Jr. are happy 
to announce the arrival of Curtis Lee on May 
15. Theora is on leave from Superior Traffic. 


The arrival of Teresa Louise, a sister for 
Tracy, was announced June 1 by Larry Con- 
nealy, Accounting, and wife Nancy, former- 
ly of Lincoln Commercial. 


Mr. and Mrs. Donald Cotton annou~ce the 
arrival of a baby boy, born May 22. Donald 
works in Lincoln Switchroom and Mrs. Cot- 
ton is a former service operator. 


Mr. and Mrs. R. B. Hobson are proud to 
announce the birth of a daughter, Mary 
Alice, on May 8. Dick is a member of Gen- 
eral Traffic. 


A daughter, Deon Rae, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Don Smalley on May 14. DeVee is 
on leave from Superior Traffic. 


On May 25 a daughter, Barbara Ann, was 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Don Young. Don is 
a combinationman at Beatrice. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Smith are the proud 
parents of a girl, Annette Christine, born 
May 4. Bob is a splicer in Construction, head- 
quartered at Nebraska City. 


G. T. Henderson 
Vice President 


Clara Jones 
President 


Mary Bornemeier 
Secretary 


H. J. Brady 
Treasurer 


Clara Jones fo Lead 1959-60 Pioneer 


Clara M. Jones, subscribers accounts 
supervisor, Lincoln, was selected by 
the membership to become the 19th 
president of the Frank H. Woods Chap- 
ter, ITPA. She will be the second of 
her sex to hold that office. Gay T. Hen- 
derson, Engineering, will succeed Miss 
Jones in the post of vice president; Har- 
old Brady will be the new treasurer and 
Mary Bornemeier the secretary. Carl 
Ahl and Richard B. Hobson were 
elected to three-year terms on the 
executive committee. The election was 
conducted by mail ballot and the re- 
sults announced at the Chapter’s annual 
banquet, June 13, by Kenneth J. Bos- 
hart, retiring president. The new of- 
ficers will assume office July 1, the 
beginning of the Chapter’s fiscal year. 

Miss Jones dates her Chapter affilia- 
tion to June 1942 and her telephone 


experience to 1927. During the years 
She has labored on Chapter committees 
too numerous to list; was a member of 
the executive board from 1946 to 1948; 
served as treasurer in 1954 and as vice 
president in 1958. Her selection come 
as a fitting reward to one of the Chap- 
ter’s most diligent and hard working 
members. 


Mr. Henderson has a 23-year service 
record and joined the Chapter in 1952. 
He, too, has a record of consistent serv- 
ice on its committees. He was chairman 
of the hobby group in 1954 and banquet 
chairman in 1957. 

Harold Brady goes back 28 years 
with LT&T and became a Pioneer 
member in 1946. His enthusiastic work 


on the hobby committee is credited 
with making that activity one of the 


R. B. Hobson 
Ex. Committee 


Cc. S. Ahl 
Ex. Committee 


Activities 


most successful of Chapter projects. He 
also has been a member of the public- 
ity, ways and means and fund raising 
committees. 

Mary Bornemeier has a ten-year rec- 
ord of service to the Chapter and a 
quarter century in the telephone in- 
dustry. She was a member of the exec- 
utive committee in 1954, 1955 and 1956; 
and served on the social, ways and 
means and membership committees at 
various stages of her Pioneer career. 

Mr. Ahl, with 36 years of telephone 
service, is a charter member of the 
Chapter. He served as treasurer in 1957 
and at least eight terms on the public- 
ity and other committees. Richard 
Hobson, with 16 years service, was eli- 
gible for Pioneer membership only last 
year, during which he was the men’s 
social chairman. 


Death of E. A. Drake 


E. A. (Art) Drake was sort of a 
favorite person among those who came 
in contact with him in his duties at the 
general office dur- 
ing the ten years 
of his employment. 
He was subforeman 
of the night custo- 
dial force and 
therefore was not 
so often met or 
widely known as 
the men of the day- 
time crew. But Art 
was invariably on 
the scene an hour 
early and his services and talents were 
available to anyone in need of them. 
It is doubtful if Mr. Drake ever refused 
a request—or ever dropped his friendly, 
helpful manner. 

It is known that his health had be- 
come poorly over the past several years, 
but the swift destructive course of his 
latest illness came as a sad and heavy 
shock to his friends and fellow workers. 
His last day on the job was May 8. He 
died at a local hospital May 25 in the 
61st year of his life. 


Re RS 
E. A. Drake 


Mr. Drake often spoke of his regret 
in not making the telephone business a 
life’s career. He could have, for he 
worked for LT&T from February to 
August 1918 as a shopman and cable 
helper. But he spent the next thirty 
years in other fields of employment 
and it was in August 1949 that he re- 
turned to the company. With his 
bridged service record he observed his 
tenth anniversary last February. 


Independents Serve 49 and 50 


Alaska, the 49th state and Hawaii, 
when admitted to statehood, will be the 
only two states served entirely by Inde- 
pendent telephone companies. 

In Alaska, 13 Independent companies, 
operating more than 34,000 telephones, 
cooperate with the Alaskan Communi- 
cation System, a branch of the U. S. 
Signal Corps, to provide our largest 
state with modern, up-to-date service. 

Hawaii’s 200,000 telephones also re- 
ceive modern service from the Hawai- 
ian Telephone Company of Honolulu. 
The islands in its network include 
Kauai, Lanai, Maui, Molokai, Oahu and 
Hawaii. 
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See You At the Picnic 


The date for this year’s super-colos- 
sal employees family picnic has been 
set for August 8 at the usual seat of 
such activity—Capitol Beach, Lincoin. 
General chairman will be Lyle Reig- 
hard who already is hard at work with 
plans and committee assignments. Most 
of our folks are glad to know of the 
date far ahead of time so they can ar- 
range events, their vacations and their 
whereabouts so they may attend the 
big annual gathering of their co- 
workers. 


News From Fielding 


An item in the May Nebraska Alum- 
nus tells of the appointment of Fielding 
K. Woods as campaign chairman for the 
United Fund in Charleston, West Vir- 
ginia. Mr. Woods is assistant vice pres- 
ident for the C & P Telephone Com- 
pany and is a former employee of the 
Lincoln business office; leaving here in 
1936, though it doesn’t seem that long 


ago. 


Death of Bert Pollock Breaks Link With Past 


Mr. Pollock, in his early thirties, was one of the 
most prominent figures in Nebraska telephony. 


One of the leading figures of early- 
day Independent telephony in Nebraska 
died May 20. He was T. H. (Bert) Pol- 
lock, age 91, a past president and the 
first secretary of the Nebraska Tele- 
phone Association. 


Mr. Pollock organized and built the 
Plattsmouth Independent exchange in 
1898. Later his group of exchanges 
were extended to include Weeping 
Water, Louisville, Ashland, Elmwood, 
Greenwood and Havelock. At the turn 
of the century he obtained a franchise 
to construct an Independent exchange 
in Lincoln. This franchise was later 
assigned to our company with the pro- 
vision that the Pollock company could 
construct a toll line to connect his prop- 
erties with the infant LT&T. 


Mr. Pollock was instrumental in con- 
structing the first Independent long 
distance system in southeast Nebraska. 
His Western Long Distance Telephone 


Company, incorporated in 1899, built 
lines from Plattsmouth, reaching as far 
west as Lincoln in a comprehensive net- 
work connecting the various towns be- 
tween. This company was the forerun- 
ner of the Western Telephone Company 
toll system which became part of LT&T 
holdings by merger in 1909. 


In those times competition between 
the Bell and Independent groups was 
fierce and no holds were barred in their 
battle for business and public favor. A 
few years ago, in reminiscent mood, Mr. 
Pollock told a News reporter of some of 
the adventures he encountered in con- 
structing the Plattsmouth exchange and 
its toll line connections. He recalled 
that the first shipment of poles to the 
new company disappeared into thin air 
after arriving at the Omaha shipping 
yards. The villain was never dis- 
covered. 


At another time several miles of cop- 
per wire were removed one night from 
a circuit connecting Plattsmouth with 
the Omaha stock exchange. It happened 
that this particular stretch of circuit 
was leased from Postal Telegraph, and 
when that company jumped into the 
battle alongside Mr. Pollock, the miss- 
ing wire was restored with alacrity. 
In this case Mr. Pollock met Casper E. 
Yost, and was much impressed by the 
fine, old gentleman. Mr. Yost actually 
had no knowledge of the affair but 
found evidence that some of his plant 
men had taken the telephone war into 
their own hands and removed the wire. 
Mr. Pollock hastened to say that the 
Independent warriors were not partic- 
ularly distinguished by the halos about 
their heads, either. 


Mr. Pollock came to Nebraska at the 
age of three and received his education 
at Plattsmouth, graduating from high 
school there in 1883. His early business 
ventures were in the banking and in- 
surance fields and in 1895 he became 
superintendent of the Plattsmouth Wa- 
ter Company, holding that position 
until 1909. He was a pioneer of the 
automobile business in Nebraska and 


Mr. Pollock in later life still retained a keen 
interest in the progress of the industry. 


built one of the state’s first service 
garages. 

In 1911 he built a wagon toll bridge 
across the Platte, connecting Omaha 
and Plattsmouth, which became a 
marked success, even though a huge 
section of it was washed away in an 
ice-break before it could be officially 
opened. 

He was an exponent and promoter of 
Missouri River navigation and lived to 
see this program crowned with success. 
He served as president of the Farmers 
State Bank and when it failed in the 
late ’twenties, Mr. Pollock refused to 
close the accounts until all depositors 
were paid in full from the bank’s assets 
and his own personal resourses. He was 
one of the founders of the King Korn 
Karnival and served as king of the big 
festival in 1954. In fact Mr. Pollock’s 
talents and financial backing were in 
evidence in nearly all of Plattsmouth’s 
progressive steps of the past 70 years. 


Needles in Havstacks Continued from Page 6 


for Lincoln telephone numbers. Lincoln subscribers get their 


new numbers next December. 

Present Number 
2-XXXX 
3-xxxx 
a-xxxx 
5-xxxx 

Present Number 
6-xxXxxxX 
7-XxXxxXx 
8-xxxx 
9-xxxx 


New Number 
HEmlock 2-xxxx 
GArfield 3-xxxx 
IVanhoe 8-xxxx 
HEmlock 5-xxxx 
New Number 
INgersoll 6-xxxx 
GRover 7-xxxx 
IDlewood 4-xxxx 
IVanhoe 9-xxxx 
You have noticed over the last few years that all tele- 
phones around Lincoln have been sporting the new “Metro- 
politan” dials. These dials have the familiar numbers and 
letters. This is essential when you start placing calls to tele- 
phone numbers which have a name as part of the number. 


Figure 2 is a picture of the Metropolitan dial. 


Back in the 1920’s and 30’s Lincoln dials had letters on 


them. Figure 3 is a picture of such a dial. You will note 


continued. 
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that a single letter appears in each of the dial holes rather 
than the set of three that we associate today. The today’s “2” 
office, for example, was known for a long time as the “B” 
office. Similarly, the today’s “6” office was known clear up 
until the 30’s as the “M”’ office. These dials have been dis- 


Many of the advances that The Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company makes are placed in effect with little 
notice on the part of the public. Next December all people 
in Lincoln will certainly take notice as they are presented 
a new distinctive telephone number. It is a real step forward 
for Lincoln as we prepare for an even more active part in the 
Direct Distance Dialing program. You'll like it. 
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Regina Bethscheider 


Hebron 
40 Years 


D. M. Hobson 
Lincoin 
15 Years 


oe 


Rosetta Habben 
Hastings 
15 Years 


Mildred Mouden 
York 
15 Years 


E. A. Ernst I. C. Haith 


Nebraska City Humboldt 
30 Years 30 Years 


Marie Vidlock J. D. Litzenberg 
Lincoln Lincoln 
25 Years 30 Years 


ERVILE ANNIVERS Halt 


A8 YEARS C. B. Meshier, Lincoln. 

A3 YEARS G. B. Keith, Lincoln. 

A2 YEARS E. H. Wellman, Hebron. 

AO YEARS Regina Bethscheider, Hebron. 

38 YEARS Georgia Smith, Lincoln. 

37 YEARS R. L. Clinton, Lincoln. 

36 YEARS R. A. Carlson, Lincoln. 

34 YEARS M. M. Hale, L. V. Shirey, Lin- 


coln. 


32 YEARS V. M. Simpson, Lincoln. 


31 YEARS C. H. Bottorff, Lincoln; Elizabeth 
Johnson, Crete; Dewey Olsen, Wahoo. 


30 YEARS E. A. Ernst, Nebraska City; I. C. 
Haith, Humboldt; J. D. Litzenberg, Bedric 
Wanek, Lincoln. 


29 YEARS Catherine Cassell, Sutton. 

28 YEARS Melba Richards, Lincoln. 

25 YEARS Marie Vidlock, Lincoln. 

24 YEARS E. E. Johnson, Lincoln. 

23 YEARS Beatrice Rohrer, Hastings; 


Louise Roth, Lincoln. 


18 YEARS W. D. Quinn, Lincoln; Alyce 
Sharpnack, Plattsmouth. 


17 YEARS C. A. Hansen, Lincoln. 
16 YEARS Ella Ferguson, Dorothy Grafton, 


Lincoln; Margaret Lautenschlager, Daven- 
port; Helen Norwood, Seward. 


Marcelene Behrends 
Auburn 
10 Years 


R. G. Cardwell 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


15 YEARS Rosetta Habben, Hastings; D. M. 
Hobson, Shirley Snyder, Lincoln; Mary 
Ross, Nebraska City; Mildred Mouden, York. 
14 YEARS R. E. Chamberlain, Velda Wil- 
liams, Lincoln. 


13 YEARS Norma Jean Dettmer, Syracuse. 


12 YEARS June Carman, Beatrice; R. H. 
Culver, Superior; W. K. Eltiste, Nebraska 
City; David Guthrie, Lincoln; Aurilla Pat- 


terson, Gresham. 


11 YEARS Chester Byard, Syracuse; I. E. 
Doran, J. W. Hartz, A. R. Sharp, J. H. 
Tice, Lincoln. 

10 YEARS Marcelene Behrends, Auburn; 
R. G. Cardwell, D. J. Christle, Pauline Coe, 
N. M. Turner, Lincoln; D. E. Jones, Be- 
atrice. 

9 YEARS Arlcen Holloway, Fairbury: Lor- 
etta MclIlnay, Crete. 

8 YEARS W. D. Anderson, Hastings: B. L. 
Barnett, J. B. Howat, K. L. Myhre, Lincoln; 
Kathleen Sughrue, York. 

7 YEARS Lola Boughton, Marilyn Vonder- 
haar, Beatrice: R. E. McCall, Lincoln: Kath- 
ryn Rust, Superior. 

6 YEARS G. E. Frazier, D. M. Schwenke, 
Lincoln; Wauneta Schmit, Hebron. 

5 YEARS W. H. Thompson, Lincoln; Belva 
White, Hastings. 


D. J. Christle 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Pauline Coe 
Lincoln 
10 Years 
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Bedric Wanek 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


Shirley Snyder 


N 


Lincoln 
15 Years 


Mary Ross 
ebraska City 
15 Years 


D. E. Jones 


Beatrice 
10 Years 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Around the Circuit 


Mary Goracke, Mabel Lipskey, 
Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editors 


Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 


Enjoying a new blue Chevrolet is Area 
Manager Eggleston. ...On May 8 all Auburn 
employees and their guests enjoyed a dinner 
at Steinhart Lodge in Nebraska City. It was 
sponsored by the Union and given in honor 
of the traffic girls who will be leaving after 
dial conversion. ... Vacation days are here 
for Dorothy Biggerstaff and Roberta Rebuck. 
. .. Congratulations are extended to the high 
school graduates, Dorothy Biggerstaff’s son 


Ted, and Mike Carr’s son Joe. . .. Visitors 
in the office were Doris Coatney and two 
children of Las Vegas, Nevada. ...A big 


welcome is extended to Beverly Rademacher 
who is helping in the commercial office. . 
Geraldine Meyer was very fortunate in hav- 
ing her car returned undamaged after it had 
been stolen from in front of her home. The 
thief abandoned it at the edge of town when 
the gas tank ran dry! 


Beatrice Area 
by Rethal Falk & Veronica Siske 


The early vacationers in Traffic have been 
Katherine Menninga who spent hers with her 
mother on the farm, Marilyn Vonderhaar, 
Rosalie Witkowski and Katherine Widick va- 
cationed at home, and Ruth Diekmann and 
her husband went fishing at Harlan County 
Dam at Republican City. Ruth claims the 
fish were about three times larger than the 
ones they caught last year. Virginia 
Coon is the proud owner of a new Chevrolet. 

- Irma Arnold is very proud of catching 
her limit of trout at a lake at Alexandria. 


Po. 


Tom Chinnock 


Thomas B. Chinnock, construction foreman, passed his 35th anniversary with LT&T on May 14 
and the event was duly noted and observed by the people of the department. Mr. Chinnock has 
compiled his service span through three periods of employment with the company, first appearing on 
the scene 45 years ago in a iob classification that is no longer extant—and hardly remembered. He 
was a teamster for Beatrice Plant. He left in 1917 to seek other employment, returning in 1926 and 
since that time has been a permanent fixture on the employee roles. In the picture, from left: Cliff 
Artz, Gust Foster, Rollie Winders, Babe Combs, A. W. Holcomb, supervisor of construction, Bob White, 


Mr. Chinnock and Buck Duer. 


. . . Mable Wieting has been enjoying a visit 
with her daughter and children of Seattle, 
Washington. Miss Markuson has been 
giving instruction on the new “mark sense” 
tickets the past four weeks. ... Veronica 
Siske visited her sister in Lincoln during the 
Centennial and attended the parade while 


there. . . . Bill Heikes and Don Gilmore at- 
tended the JayCees Convention at North 
Platte. ... Everyone wishes District Manager 


Clyde Burge a speedy recovery from recent 
surgery. 


Crete Area 
by Loretta MclIInay 


The wonderful time of vacations is here! 

Winifred Kubes and son Dan have returned 
from a week’s vacation at Belton, Texas 
where they visited Winifred’s daughter and 
husband Pfe. and Mrs. Stephen Balas. Mrs. 
Balas was a former Crete operator. 
Fern Jacobs had an interesting two-weeks 
vacation. During the first week she attended 
the Grand Chapter of the Eastern Star in 
Lincoln as a delegate from the Crete Chapter. 
The second week was spent with her sister 
and family in Colorado Springs, and also 
visited in Pueblo. She toured the Royal 
Gorge, the Airport, Air Force Academy, the 
Garden of the Gods and the State Penitenti- 
ary at Canon City. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois McCord 


L. A. Seott has joined the motorcycle circle 
and is frequently seen and heard around 
town. . .. Karen Fisher has been indisposed 
because of a broken ankle suffered in an 
auto accident, and Sharon Fisbeck was ab- 
sent because of pneumonia... . Vacationers 


included Marilyn McDermit and family who 
were in California, and Jean Lytton and 
Loretta Vollstedt who used their time for 
working in their homes... 


. Ann Snell and 
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Sharon Fisbeck spent a recent weekend in 
Grand Island, Kearney and Lincoln. . : 
Evelyn Lang and family were Kansas City 
visitors and are now preparing to move to 
Omaha where her husband has taken a job. 
: Virginia Medina visited an aunt in 
Omaha. ... June Johnson entertained her 
husband’s relatives on Mother’s Day, and on 
the same day Helen DeBord’s sons, Frank 
from Lincoln and Bob and his wife from 
Denver, visited her. . Mary Jackson and 
Annabelle Stocker viewed the Centennial 
parade in Lincoln. Evelyn Menke at- 
tended graduation exercises for her niece in 
Fairfield. 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


As the year rolls by, so do vacations, and 
reporting a wonderful time is Virginia Baker 
who toured New Mexico and several other 
states. .. . Emma Ebbeka and Nata Hershey 
spent vacations at home. We have a 
new member to the “Glitter Club”; namely, 
Caroline Janning who is wearing a beautiful 
diamond ring. 


Hastings Area 


by Elaine Kershner 


Vacations have started and a number of 
employees from Traffic have been enjoying 
theirs. Carole Henry spent her time at home 
with her three boys and helping her mother 
who is recovering from a recent operation. 
... Jean Whiting and Donna Young spent 
their vacations at home, and Mary Whitaker 
visited in Lincoln and Kearney. . . . Helen 
Jurgensmier had an exciting vacation visit- 
ing her sister in Chicago. ‘‘Exciting’’ is the 
word for it, because while shopping in a 
grocery store, two men held up the store and 
robbed it of $100. No doubt Helen will re- 
member this experience for quite a while. 
... It is nice to have Delores Reiber back 
to work following an absence due to a back 
injury she received in an automobile ac- 
cident. .. . Jackie Craig is on leave of ab- 
sence and Sharon Shipman has returned to 
full-time work. . . Carol Cummings was 
very astonished the other day when she 
answered a long distance signal and heard 
the calling party say, “Have credit card— 
will travel.”’ Sounds like he might have 
been watching a favorite Western program 
on television. Jean Whiting was a bit 
embarrassed while working on a call to 
Guide Rock to the Buzzard residence. The 
party calling inquired, ‘‘Operator, do you 
know any Buzzards?” 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona J. Kenning 


Manager E. H. Wellman spent April 21 and 
22 in Lincoln attending the telephone con- 
vention. . Something new and educating 
was learned in the Hebron office from a 
Lincoln Star representative who sent pic- 
tures by wire of the ‘Sowers” arriving in 
Hebron. From the traffic department 
we learn of several vacations: Lorna Thu- 
mann spent her vacation time at home rest- 
ing. But improvements around the house, 
such as new tile, don’t sound exactly like 
rest. ... Patsy Kripal spent a week in Hayes, 
Kansas, visiting her sister, Irene Nacke, a 
former employee. The remaining time she 
spent at home. . Ruth Rittenhouse spent 
April 24 in Lincoln visiting her son’s family 
and attending the Shrine Circus. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen 


Vacationing last month were Berniece 
West, Bonnie Teel, Mildred Tucker; also 
Helen Bossung and husband who spent two 
weeks at the Ozarks. . . . Margaret Watkins 
attended the Red Skelton show in Omaha. 

Betty Christensen attended All-Sports 
Day in Lincoln... . Patty Lane attended the 
burning of the mortgage at the Legion Club 
recently where she won the door prize which 
consisted of a beautiful chair and ottoman. 
. Velma Abker was the lucky winner of 
a ham recently. . . . Dorothy Clark, formerly 
of Traffic, now of Ventura, California, was a 
recent visitor. . . Mr. and Mrs. Ed Ernst 
recently celebrated their thirtieth wedding 
anniversary. Mr. Ernst also attended the 
State Lions convention at Falls City. 
Darlene Hickey is the proud owner of a new 
diamond on her third finger, left hand. 


Platismouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 


Sondra Robb and daughter spent a week 
in Collender, Iowa, visiting her parents: and 
friends. . . . Elizabeth Nichols was In a 
dither last month getting ready for the wed- 
ding of her son, Ronald who married Miss 
Donna Ballou of Omaha at the St. Lukes 
Lutheran Church. .. . Helen Ofe, Traffic, is 
sporting a new Chevy; and Grace Heigl, 
Commercial, is driving a new Olds... . Eliz- 
abeth Nichols and husband spent a few days 
in Washington, Iowa, and Memphis, Missouri. 

Vyrl Clark, area manager, and family 
spent some time recently in Pawnee City 
visiting their son who is finishing his school 
term before coming to Plattsmouth. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


Early vacations seem to be the main topic 
in Seward. Eleanore Schutz went to her 
home in Elwood. Beata and Martha Merz 
spent their respective vacations in Norfolk. 
Virginia Coffey spent her vacation at home. 
Shirley Pankoke visited in Omaha with her 
sister. Wayne Menze stayed home on his va- 
cation. . . . The Pioneer association held a 
stag party at the Hughes cabin in Seward on 
May 16 and by ail reports they had a won- 
derful time. ... Al Ager from Lincoln was a 
recent visitor to the office. ... We are glad 
to welcome Lydia Jones back after her re- 
cent operation. 


Stromsburg Area 
by Betty Beebe 


K. L. Lawson and M. C. Walker were re- 
cent visitors in the Stromsburg office. 
Our first vacationer of the year is Jim Hat- 
field who enjoyed a week working around 
his home. . . . Two Construction crews were 
in Osceola recently replacing a farm cable 
west of town. 


Superior Area 
by Jacqueline A. Busch 


A surprise party was held May Il honoring 
Josephine Tieskoetter on her 20th anniver- 
sary with the company. The Traffic girls 
presented her with a gift. Alga and 
Bertha Andersen attended the Centennial 
celebration in Lincoln. . Donna Snavely, 
on vacation, attended her alumni banquet at 
Bird City, Kansas. She also spent some time 
in Denver and Colorado Springs. . . . Alma 
Konvalin has been enjoying a vacation at 
home with her family. 


Tecumseh Area 

by Irene Thies 
Two of our operators have recently been 
patients in the hospital. Millie Taylor is 
back at work now but Marge Cottingham is 


The new Hebron telephone building was officially opened for business Friday, June 5, when 
the local commercial office and Area Manager Wellman moved in. There wasn’t much to carry from 
the old quarters, a half block away, for every item of furniture and most of the equipment was 
brand new. The building, beautifully landscaped, makes a fine addition to the Hebron business dis- 
trict and has elicited a shower of compliments and congratulations from the townspeople. An Auto- 
matic Electric crew is currently installing the dial switching equipment. 


still convalescing at home. Clara Cos- 
tello’s sister and family from Denver visited 
her this month, and Clara in turn was en- 
tertained by relatives in Falls City. 
Nancy Gottula was working on a person-to- 
person call to a Mr. Abe Baker. When the 
called number was reached, Nancy was heard 
asking for ‘‘Mr. Abe Lincoln.” 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


The rains bring no joy to those who are 
vacationing or anticipating one. Kathleen 
Sughrue, Commercial, spent her vacation at 
home. Margaret Underwood and Joan Reetz, 
Traffic, started their vacations the 24th. From 
the plant department John Eckles was an 
early vacationer. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Carol Carlson, Associate Editor 


Many of the girls spent Memorial Day 
traveling to various spots in the state visit- 
ing friends and relatives. Darlene Hagel-Pitt 
spent the weekend in Hastings, and Betty 
Biggs traveled to Sioux City. A trip to Ord 
took care of the three-day weekend for Betty 
Hlavinka. . . . Eleanor Grabowski went fish- 
ing at Bellwood and Bobbi Reason visited at 
Tecumseh. More travelers are Cleo Hart- 
man who visited at Long Pine and DeLoris 
Bellinger who went to Broken Bow. . . . 
Ethel Daharsh is confined to her bed for an 
undetermined length of time. All of us wish 
Ethel a speedy recovery and hope she can 
join us again very soon. . .. Bernice Stoeger 
spent her vacation at home. ... A recent 
visitor to our office was Marilyn Keiner and 
daughter Shelley. The department bid 
farewell to Donelle Cotton who is awaiting 
a call from the stork. . Mickey Ward is 
breathing much easier now that her mother 
has returned from a five-week stay in Cal- 
ifornia. . .. Blanche Buel recently returned 
from a trip to New Orleans. Blanche had a 
wonderful trip and said she loved New Or- 
leans. . . . LaVaugn Reddish traveled to 
South Dakota on her vacation. ... Alvina 
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Upitis has good reason to be bursting her 
buttons over her daughter Viva, who has 
graduated from the U of N College of Phar- 
macy. Viva, who has worked part-time in 
Helen Pickard’s department in past years, 
graduated at the head of the class and was 
the recipient of many awards. ... Helen 
Pickard has been released temporarily from 
the hospital, but we are sorry to Say that 
she will not be able to return to work for 
some time. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 
Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


Charlie Lindgren’s mother-to-be duck quit 
after two weeks on the eggs. (Ralph Retz- 
laff, duck supplier, is crushed at this blemish 
on his honor-almost breach of contract). Ex- 
tolling the virtues of motherhood didn’t seem 
to impress her with her responsibilities. She 
must have found the job unrewarding, and 
went over the hill without notice. Charlie’s 
hoping she'll get more maternal with age. .. 
Surprise and best wishes greeted Ruth and 
Bill Strong’s announcement of the new star 
boarder at their house. The Strongs adopted 
Jacqueline Lea, only five pounds plus, at the 
ripe old age of 30 hours. The excitement of 
preparing a household for a tiny baby with 
no advance notice may have turned a few 
hairs gray, but things are calming down now 
except for a bit of baby walking from six 
till ten each night. Ruth will be working 
through the 4th of July week before settling 
down to life with baby. ...A farewell lunch- 
eon was held at Helen Penner’s June 3 for 
Judy Jones who is now awaiting the stork in 
Norfolk with her newly graduated husband. 
The girls took the opportunity to surprise 
Barbara Lane with a wedding gift at the same 
affair. .. .Driving between Dresden and Nor- 
ton, Kansas, Estella and Harold Foght saw 
a deer cross the road between two wheat 
fields—most unusual for western Kansas. 
Colorado provided Bernadine Krone with an 
event-filled five days of travel from Colorado 
Springs to Estes. Rosilyn Sheary and hus- 
band Lefty, also visited Colorado, as well as 


the Ozarks, on their two-week honeymoon. 
The Shearys made the mistake of getting 
their new house spic and span before the 
gang arrived for shivaree. Much time has 
since been spent in taking knots out of 
clothes, sparrows out of closets, and the 
wrong food out of unlabeled cans. .. 34 
steak lovers enjoyed the department’s steak 
fry at the Izaak Walton League May 21... 
New part-time employee Roger Borland in 
printing service knows how to keep a secret 
—he and his wife recently announced their 
marriage a year and a half ago. Roger just 
graduated from N.U. with a major in 
English, and plans to attend Law School next 
Fall... The Harold Bradys just celebrated 25 
years of marital solidarity. . Up from the 
new building’s cramped basement June 1 to 
a spacious new home on the 4th floor went 
the beginnings of the Data Processing Center. 
The change was a pleasant one for all con- 
cerned even if the rest of the floor is still 
in the rough. At this point the elevator takes 
you three flights and you make the last flight 
the old-fashioned way. An interior decorator 
from Omaha was consulted on the color 
choices. . . Recuperating from a recent oper- 
ation, Betty Tribble is receiving the get- 
well wishes from the department. 


Lincoln Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Eddie Cummings was a visitor in the Area 
Plant office and Roy Cleveland also paid us 
a visit the other day. . . Al Ager is a proud 
grandfather of a baby boy born May 7, 
Mathew Jon. The baby’s father ‘‘Bill’’ was a 
former employee in the construction depart- 


ment. 
"2" Office 
by Elvin Wait 


Ronald Overman and family have returned 
from a two-weeks vacation in California... 
Yours truly and Mrs. Wait spent a week of 
vacation at Broadwater visiting Mrs. Wait’s 
relatives, and the other two weeks were 
spent at home. 


"A" Office 


by William Baker 


Earl Moats is back on the job after having 
been off due to an appendectomy. . . Donald 
Cotton has been passing out cigars as he is 
the proud father of a baby boy born May 22, 
and the baby’s mother ‘‘Mimi’’ was a former 
service operator. 


"5-1" Office 
by Chris Lyberis 


Welden Duer spent a week of his vacation 
trying to work on his house, even though it 
rained every day. The six members of 
the Inside Service Bowling Team and their 
wives had a party at the Italian Village... 
The rain has limited several fishing trips 
that were planned. 


"6" Office 
by R. R. Guthrie 


Not much news around here, but the writer 
did take one week of vacation and enjoyed 
the Centennial, and also tried painting his 
house regardless of the rainy weather. 


Wire Chief's Section, 14th & M 


by Marilyn Jo Osborn 


Paul] Eisenbarth had an ideal vacation. He 
spent his time just loafing around home... 
Jim Howland spent a week of fishing and 


sight-seeing around Harlan County Dam... 


R. W. Tejcka spent a week’s vacation work- 


The Lincoln Plant “Beard Club” held a party 
May 16 at Joe Miller’s cabin, Blue River Lodge, 
Crete, to observe the removal of accumulated 
growth. The club imoosed strict rules on trimming 
and a penalty for shaving during the weeks of 
their contract, which was officially ended by Lin- 
coln’s Centennial. Clockwise around the table are: 
Paul Eisenbarth, Jim Jacobsen, Tom Roller, Lyle 
Higgins, Bob Wendell, Dean Manson and Bob 
Hohnstein. Standing, from left: Bob Wenzel, Bob 
White, Ivan Doran, Joe Miller and Gene Kalk- 
warf. 
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ing, building a new garage. Donnabelle 
Schumann has been busy planting tomato 
plants. 


Wire Chief's Section—21st & L 
by Art Albers 


Don Frankforter and family spent a week 
of vacation fishing and visiting relatives at 
Marshall, Texas. . . Wayne Higgins and Le- 
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Building Progress--May 


Outwardly the new general office building did 
not change appearance to a marked degree dur- 
ing the month of May. Actually, there is little 
yet to do to bring the exterior to completion. 
Inside the building, however, things have been 
humming. By concentrated effort, one section 
of the fourth floor was made ready to receive 
the tabulating section of the accounting depart- 
ment. They moved in, with their roomful of 
accounting machines on June 1, to become the 
first residents of the new addition. 


Elsewhere through the _ building, carpenters, 
plasterers, painters, tilers, electricians, and vari- 
ous other journeymen are plying their trades as 
the rooms take shape and form. The terrazzo 
floor of the business office is completed and the 
marble facing of the pillars is in place. Next 
month, if all goes well, the News will take its 
readers on a photographic tour of the building’s 
interior. 
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land Ward spent a weekend at Republican 
City and fishing at Harlan County Dam 
where they caught a nice mess of crappie... 
On May 16, fifteen of the ‘‘eligibles’’ of the 
“Beard Club” which consisted mostly of 
W. C. department employees held their party 
at Joe Miller’s cabin at Blue River Lodge in 
Crete, and from all reports a very good time 
was had by all... Leonard White has been 
busy finishing his patio and wiring it for 
flood lights. 


Construction 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


The State of Nebraska and its road im- 
provement projects are keeping our construc- 
tion crews busy. We find Vern Simpson and 
crew at Wilber clearing our right-of-way west 
of Wilber; Don Jones and his crew are moving 
poles on the Fairbury exchange from Thomp- 
son east to Highway #15; John Summer's 
crew is on a pole moving job from Chester 
west; Kenneth Peters and his crew are at 
Ithaca on a pole moving job east and west of 
town; and Lorin Lyons and his crew are mov- 
ing poles north and south of Burchard and 
west to Pawnee City. So that accounts for 
five of our crews... Lyle Piper’s crew re- 
cently completed replacing our farm cable 
west of York and are presently working a 
circuit rearrangement job on Phillips Spur; 
also a cable relief job on East 6th Street in 
York .. . Cloyd Bucknell’s crew has been 
building L.T. 3’s at Plattsmouth and working 
the two Syracuse estimates, both town and 
rural .. . Tom Hedges and crew have com- 
pleted the Hansen regrouping and are now 
working the regrouping job on Hastings 
exchange ... Paul Wilkinson’s crew is work- 
ing on Brock town plant repair 100 3.< 4 Here 
in Lincoln we find George Wasson and his 
crew doing maintenance work in the Central 
District . . . Ed Smith’s crew is placing the 
new “3” Office trunk cable down 14th Street 
: - Tom Chinnock’s crew keeps busy do-ng 
the drop work and maintenance around Lin- 
coln and Les Shirey and his crew are pres~ 
ently working an estimate in the vicinity of 
55th and Leighton, replacing joint poles . . 
Looking at our splicers, we find W.R. Bartels 
and his helper at Osceola doing the splicing 
on the west farm cable recently replaced by 
R. E. Hibbert’s crew ... Bob Smith and his 
helper are doing the splicing on the Syracuse 
cable job... Our cable department has had 
a busy month with cable trouble, thanks to 
all this rain we have had .. . We are sorry 
to report that John Summers has been hos- 
pitalized with a serious throat infection. At 
this writing he is much improved and we 
hope will be back on the job real soon ... 
We have several vacationers but very few 
reported just what they intended to do. Babe 
Combs is presently on a trip to the great 
northwest and Canada and Jim Tice is vaca- 
tioning near Scottsbluff and in Wyoming. 
_. . Memorial Day weekend found the Hol- 
combs enjoying their resort home at the Lake 
of the Ozarks and Dorothy Wise spent the 
weekend in St. Louis. 


e e 
Engineering 
Wm. G. Ehrlich, Associate Editor 


Oliver Hoffman and family spent a week- 
end at Niobrara boating, golfing and fishing. 
A fine time was had by all—they caught 30 
bullheads and cleaned fish all day. ... The 
fisherman in the Curtis Sieck family is his 
son, who caught a four-pound carp out at 
Oak Lake. Hey—what is this we hear 
about Marie Jackson thinking about wear- 
ing water wings and swim fins to go golfing 
in. .. . If this Nebraska weather doesn’t 
clear up pretty soon Bob Kennedy will still 
be building his garage next summer. 
Congratulations to Vic Musselman’s son on 


the trip he won, through 4-H, to London for 
a month with the Lancaster County Dairy 
Judging Team. ... Congratulations are also 
in order for Jerry Isaman and her fiance’ 
on their approaching marriage and Loyal 
Parks and his fiancee’ on their coming mar- 
riage. The engineering department ex- 
tends a very hearty welcome to Dick Bauer 
and Al Ager on their recent transfer from 
Plant. After they are in Engineering for a 
while they will not be shocked at all to be 
involved in an incident like the one that 
happened last week to Ralph Steward. Ralph 
was in such a hurry to get to lunch that 
when Bill Minich jokingly looked at the 
clock and told Ralph it was after noon, 
Ralph threw down his pen and headed for 
the cafeteria. After standing in the cafeteria 
about twenty minutes and finding dinner 
still not ready, he looked at the clock and 
noticed it was twenty after eleven, not 
twenty after twelve. Realizing what he had 
done, he walked back into the office, trying 
to re-enter without being noticed. He didn’t 
succeed—we were all watching for him. (We 
bet he doesn’t go to lunch again without 
first looking to see what time it is.) 


Lincoln Traffic 
Unit One 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


After a cold wet spring we welcome June 
the month of romance and roses and Unit I 
qualifies in both departments, for our own 
beguiling Loretta Murphy became a bride on 
June 6 and we felicitate Nadine Lacey on the 
oceasion of her engagement to her Terry. 
We are very happy for Janice Blevins who 
is proudly wearing a new diamond. In the 
rose department we believe that Helen 
Krieger’s yard takes the bouquet for rose 
display. A long line of velvety ‘‘Carousel’’ 
forms a brilliant border and it is worth the 
time to drive by and see it... . Those far- 
away places are attracting operators during 
the lovely month of June. Melba Richards 
was lured by the Florida travel folders and 
enjoyed a glamorous two weeks in that state, 
traveling as far as Key West. She proved 
the food was elegant by gaining a few 
pounds; in fact, the second day back to work 
Melba was late because she couldn’t get 
zippered into her sleek little black dress 
which just couldn’t stand the strain of those 
extra pounds. Georgia Smith spent a 
week in Dallas and was royally entertained 
by her niece. Though it rained much of the 
time, Georgia reports it didn’t keep her from 
having a gay time. Mabel Volpp en- 
trained for Oregon on June 6 for a visit with 
her brother and friends and returned by car 
for a grand sightseeing tour of Yellowstone 
and the Black Hills. . . . Doris Sutton spent 
her vacation at home, ill. .. Shirley Snyder, 
appreciative daughter that she is, helped 
her mother pack to move, while on vacation 
: Dorothe Keller had the misfortune of 
falling and cutting her thumb on a scraper 
at her home and Dorothe with her usual 
aplomb wrapped her poor bleeding thumb in 
a dish towel and drove herself to the hospital 
where it required 17 stitches to close the 
wound. . Pauline Coe spent her vacation 
welcoming a new grandson. Loretta 
Murphy was honoree at a personal shower 
on May 12 at the home of Betty Racek, Other 
hostesses were Marilyn Meyer, Louise Basore 
was in toll class she was very enthused and 
and Deanna Steiger. When Goldie Hahn 
talked much about her new job at home. 
Her four-year old daughter listened intently 
and when the telephone rang she ran to an- 
swer it with “Long distance, please.”.... 
When a lady called in for the rate to Davey 
one day, we explained that she could dial the 


Pity the Poor President 


While the Pioneer members were gorging them- 
selves inside the cozy cabin at their Spring Stag, 
May 16, President Ken Boshart kept a_ lonely 
vigil over a hot stove, seeing that the steaks 
were sizzled to exact specifications and individual 
taste. The members turned out 41 strong for the 
assembly, with all corners of the territory having 
good representation. Several Pioneer golfers took 
advantage of the invitation to tour the Seward 
Golf course during the afternoon. The Stag was 
held at Hughes Brothers cabin on Lincoln Creek, 
west of Seward. 


In the top picture we can recognize at the 
first table: Tom Hedges, Hastings; O. B. Dill, 
David City; Don Rutledge, Seward; Ralph Wait, 
Stromsburg; and Elvin O. Wait, Lincoin. Gay 
Henderson hovers overhead as the coffee-spilling 
waiter. In the bottom picture, Mr. Boshart gloom- 
ily contemplates the fact that all work and no 
play descends upon the Chapter president. 


number herself whereupon she asked, ‘‘Oper- 
ator, if I dial the number myself how do I 
know if I’m _ talking person-to-person or 
station-to-station?”’ 


Lincoln Traffic 
Unit Two 


Vera M. Wasson, Associate Editor 


Vacations—that magic word! Among our 
vacationers are Lois Wolfe who visited in St. 
Edwards; Anne Wheeler and Marie Portsche 
staying home; Myra Metcalf touring in Flor- 
ida, reporting a wonderful time and wearing 
a very becoming tan; and Lucile Ohnoutka 
who flew to Los Angeles and plans to remain 
there. We all hope she will be very happy 
in her new home. Ruth Goepfert spent a 
weekend in Kansas City recently. Judith 
Imus and husband motored to Genoa Decora- 
tion weekend and became the proud possess- 
ors of a brand spanking new Ford. Cecile 
Morehead motored to Kansas City over Dec- 
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oration Day. With modest pride we 
report that in the telephone women’s bowling 
tournament held on Sunday, May 3, Wilma 
Drake of Unit II and Genevieve Clapp of 
Unit I won the doubles. . All telephone 
operators are clairvoyant, and information 
operators have to be even more so. There- 
fore, it is quite understandable that Anne 
Wheeler would hardly raise her eyebrows at 
a request for “that chicken on the run” on 
O Street. She knew they meant “Chicken 
Delight.” ... When Ruth Goepfert gave out 
a ‘“‘no telephone” report on a call for a rac- 
ing stable, the calling party said. ‘Look 
under the horse’s name. I know he has a 
telephone.” Horses, yet? 


General Traffic 


Marilyn Beckerbauer, Associate Editor 


Juanita Schleif took part of her vacation 
during the latter part of May and attended 
her brother's graduation from Kearney State 
Teachers College. . . . Yours truly and hus- 
band spent a few days in Chicago visiting 
the Museum of Science and Industry, the Art 
Institute, the stores, and some of the restau- 
rants and night spots. Now you know why 


your editor has been suffering from lack of 
sleep! 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Marcia V. Watson, Associate Editor 


From the Treasurer’s office comes word 
that Fred and Mrs. Bettenhausen have been 


vacationing in Colorado ... Janice Schnuelle, 
General Plant, flew to Kansas City during the 
Memorial Day weekend ... Doris O’Donnell is 


helping out in the cafeteria while Thelma 
Spellman and Mabel Pettet are recuperating 
at home. 


“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


Laura Douty, of Seward, had as house 
guests for a few days her twin brother, 
Lauren, and wife from Greenleaf, Idaho. 


by Mary L. Wynn 


Dick Howey has an _ exciting summer 
planned—he will tour Europe by bicycle. 
He will fly from New York to Iceland, Lon- 
don and Stockholm. His itinerary then calls 
for a 12-day student tour of Russia. After 
leaving Russia he will cycle through Den- 
mark, Northern Germany, down the Rhine 
where he plans to take a boat trip and visit 
Heidelberg Castle. Then he will visit Vienna, 
Paris, Calais, back to London and home. We 
will have a complete report of the trip for 
you in the fall... . Irv Weber is exceptionally 
proud of his daughter, Carol, at this time. 
She wrote an essay on ‘‘Why the Underwood 
Typewriter would help in her school work” 
and won a $250 high school scholarship for 
Nebraska U... . Bill Knee is the owner of 
a beautiful new Ford Galaxy. .. June Sches- 
sler’s vacation trip included Las Vegas, Reno 
and Washington state. .. Duane Grove visited 
friends in Minnesota and the rest of his vaca- 
tion was spent painting his house. Joe 
Krhounek visited relatives in Belleville 
Kansas. . . Lavern Scholl took advantage of 
his vacation to do painting around home . ; 
Frank Condos and Bob Donaldson have been 
convalescing following surgery. 
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WHATS ALL THAT 


GOES THE WATER 
LINE / 


Do-It-Himselfer Ben Anderson, Plattsmouth Plant, was 
installing an electrical outlet. He struck a_ header 
while boring @dole from the attic, so he came down- 
stairs and drik upward. He missed the header but cut 
through a gas line. He shut off the gas and returned to 
the attic where he fixed the copper tube. That job done, 
he raised up suddenly and broke a water pipe, spewing 


hot water all over the place. It simply wasn't his-day. 


Viola Evans, Hebron Commercial 
found a lock of hair in a 
remittance envelope. Inquiry 
revealed it was baby's first 
hair cut and the father had 
used the wrong envelope in 
sending in his telephone pay- 
ment. The parents were grate- 
ful for the return of the curl 
to place in their baby book. 


"What are these doings doing 
here?" demanded Josephine 
Tieskoetter of Superior Traffic 
as she sat down beside the 
driver of a new car. parked at 
the employees' entrance. A few 
seconds later she realized it 
wasn't her husband for he drove 
up that instant in their new 


LOOK PAL LET'S CUT car of the same make and model. 
OUT THE GAMES . 
sre aU ATL] pont aE 1 


AND HAVENT 
SEEN IT . 


HHS BEEN 
Edna Pflughaupt, CO, 
DERD Fok York, reported the 


lounge room tele- 
phone out of order. 
The Plant men check- 
ed it and found it 


The Old West lived again in Sutton one morning as Bob 
Hunzeker, armed with a clothesline lariat, led the chase 


and capture of a sheep, running loose on the main 
street. The animal had invaded the town during the 


night - a runaway from the Hunzeker farm on the out- 
skirts of Sutton. 


to be working fine. 
Edna went to have 
another look and was 
mortified to find 
she had reported a 
demonstration phone 
for students. It had 
never been connected. 


Don Nelson, traveling auditor, 
loses lots of pencils in his 
travels and audits, and he 
wasn't about to part with the 
one he thought Charlie Lind- 
gren had tucked away in his 
pocket. After a long search 
it was found behind Don's ear. 


Bruce Seamark, Lincoln SUN SHINING AT THE 
switchroom, received a\ fRONT DOOR AND 


frightened call from his | RA)NING AT THE BACK. 


wife Darlene who in- ’ 
we ? I'D BETTER 


shining brightly in the 
front yard and it was 
raining pitchforks in the 
back. It developed that 
a plastic hose, turned 
off at the nozzle, had 
blown apart, throwing a 
high spray against the 
kitchen door. 


COME ON EGBERT, 
WERE NOT WANTED 


GET THOSE PEOPLE 
OUT OF HERE TILL 
| CAN GET SOME 


CLOTHES ON | 


HERES NOTHING BUT 
WRONG NUMBERS 
IN THIS NEW 


DIRECTORY / 


When the new directories 


Norma Lee Hahn, Tecumseh arrived at Beatrice they 

cashier, came home one even- were not to be used until 
Dr. L. E. Finney, our company ing to find that two happy the first of the month. But 
physician, takes a dim view sparrows had taken over her Donna Nienaber, Commercial, 
of housewarming parties since home for nest building ac- began to use hers several © 
he was neatly trapped at his tivities, finding entrance days early - before the 
bath in his new "open-view" through a partly open win- number changes had been 
home by a surprise visit by dow. It took Norma several made - and was very dis- 
Asa Waters, Rod Andrews, hours to remove the traces couraged at the profusion 
Tyler Ryan and their wives. of their occupancy. of mistakes she found as 


she dialed her subscribers 
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Data Processing: Fhrst Settlers 


in the Vow Di <i ex ey! General hice 


See Page 2 


Sea 


Add: fion 


On July 1, the building stood with shetl and facing almost complete. The 
scaffolding will be retained for a while to shuttle materials to the various 


floors. 


The data processing section of the accounting department became the 
first occupants of the new addition, moving in on June 1. It occupies the 
northwest quarter of the fourth floor. 


The new stand-by power generator, installed in the basement. It is 
completely automatic and capable of operating at 350 KW capacity, enough 
AC power for all normal occupancy requirements. 


A workman laying tile on the second floor of the four-story east addition. 
The camera points toward the northeast. 


A Camera Tour of the New General Office Building 


Through the months of its erection, the News has given regular 
progress reports on the new general office building at 15th and M, 
illustrated with views of the exterior. These pictures were taken 
from the same point of vantage, usually on the first day of the 
month. As a series they present a startling animation—almost a 
motion picture—of the huge structure gathering form and mass 
to the point of apparent completion. 


The picture at upper left indicates there is little more to be 
added to the exterior. By the time the next issue of the News is 
published in mid-September some of our general offices will, no 
doubt, be comfortably settled in their new quarters, for there is 


Looking north, beneath the marquee at the east side of the building. 
The under side of the marquee is being finished with off-white porcelainized 
steel sheeting. The marauee edge is bordered with the same material in aqua 
blue to match the color scheme of the ninth floor louvered shrouding. Three 
drive-in teller windows are spaced along the wall at left. 


Lincoln Commercial clerical office on the first floor. At left is an un- 


finished enclosure for a drive-in teller’s station. 


A view of the business office, first floor, with the teller’s counter in 
background. A rare architectural feature is the pillar (left foreground) of 
core-sawed granite which encloses a regular building column. 


2, fem 


buzzing activity throughout the building’s various floors. 

The News camera toured the building on July 1, making a 
pictorial progress report of various floors. We think our readers 
will be interested in the photographs published here, even though 
they already are outdated as the workmen concentrate on finish- 
ing various sections for occupancy. 

It would be inexcusable not to mention the terrific job being 
done by our building design engineers in the planning of space and 
facilities for the various departments and their functions. Their 
work began long before a brick was laid and will continue until 
the finished structure is turned over to the plant department for 
maintenance. 


The stairway at left rises from the commercial business office to a 
mezzanine floor which will accommodate the area sales supervisor, service 
engineers and directory compilation forces. 


Taking form is the eauipment engineering section of the sixth floor. 
Outside plant engineering offices are beyond the wall at right. 


The personnel department will occupy offices on the east side of the 
fifth fioor. 
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Looking northeast on the eighth floor, framing is under way for partitions 
of various executive offices. Auditorium space is at left rear. 


A spectacular view greets the eye from the ninth floor. Nebraska’‘s 
beautiful capitol is framed in perfective perspective from the windows facing 


south. 


Two great pressure-relief exhaust fans on the ninth fioor enabie the 
building to be ventilated at times with controlled 100% outside air. 


The ninth floor will contain equipment for many and varied duties. At 
right are multi-zone central ventilation unit, coils and cooling units in the 


Process of installation. 
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Part of the assembly, awaiting the arrival of the first course. 


At the speakers’ table, from left: 


Mrs. and Mr. Charles Connors, Mrs. and Mr. Harold Brady, Mrs. and Mr. Gay Henderson, Mrs. and 
Mr. Ed Ernst, Mrs. and Mr. Kenneth Boshart, Ciara Jones, Mrs. and Mr. Robert Ross, Florence Tatman, 
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Crewdson. 


Big Pioneer Banquet Winds Up Chapter’s 19th Year 


“One of the best Pioneer banquets I 
ever attended!” That’s what many 
people said of the big annual get-to- 
gether and hobby show of the Frank 
H. Woods Chapter, held at the Corn- 
husker Hotel, June 13. Such comment 
warms the cockles of a committee 
worker’s heart, for the amount of 
thought and work that accompanies 
the staging of such an affair can 
scarcely be calculated. 


Charles Conners, general chairman, 


ee 


Rete - MTS ow 
\ : ne ag 
ne ~ Nee oa 
*. — = bo - Soa 
AD cnn "i nn 
Sete Srabas unk AIRE eee 
~w RD z ORG EC 


ee Od : 
Mer rere 


4 
The President’s message. K. J. Boshart re- 


ported on the year’s growth and activities. Others 


facing the camera are Mrs. and Mr. Ed Ernst and 
Mrs. Boshart. 


engineered the project with the same 
care and technique he applies to his 
toll lines and, with an assist from his 
ten committees, produced an agenda 
that flowed with neither hitch nor 
strain throughout the evening. It was 
thoroughly enjoyed by the 290 mem- 
bers and guests in attendance. 

The theme of the banquet was “Ac- 
cent on Color” and it was truly one of 
the most colorful in Chapter history. 

Ed Ernst, Nebraska City, performed 
in capable, pleasing style as toastmas- 
ter. Kenneth J. Boshart, president, re- 
ported briefly on the past year’s activ- 
ities and attended the introduction of 
the new officers. The fiscal year, he 
said, brought a net gain of 20 members. 
The assembly stood in mute tribute to 
the memory of the following eight 
Pioneers who had departed this life 
since the last meeting: George Hansen, 
Frank Blockwitz, Hazel Hagenbuck, L. 
P. Mapel, J. W. Richmond, W. L. Has- 
sler, J. H. Agee, and Oura L. Smith. 

Officers for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1 were announced and introduced 
as: Clara Jones, president; Gay T. Hen- 
derson, vice president; Mary Borne- 
meier, secretary; and Harold Brady, 
treasurer. 


Phil Garvey, Bill Rosenthal, George 
Fleck and Kent Eno, as the door prize 
committee, dispensed expensive look- 
ing gifts to holders of the proper num- 
bers, they being: Art King, George 
Brock, Ade Newens, Charles Connors 
and Helen M. Rose. 

The Hobby Committee of Harold 
Brady, Hattie Staley, Al Ager, Ray 
Baldwin and Marie Vidlock capped 
their busy, fruitful year by filling the 
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Lincoln Room with a well-organized 
display of members’ handiwork and 
hobbies. 


Lynn Reed, son of Al Reed, Toll 
Equipment, provided dinner music for 
the banquet. The program of profes- 
sional entertainers, imported for the 
occasion, featured a comedian, a vari- 
ety number, a dance team and accor- 
dionist, all of which were well received. 


Phil Garvey, above, played a happy Santa Claus 
in awarding the door prizes. Art King is the 
winner. 


July Extension Campaign 


is Under Way 


Employees Concentrate on Extension 
Sales and aBig Weekend in 
Kansas City 


There is still time to enter 


and WIN! 


Even in the heart of vacation season, employee sales 
picked up during the month of June as 258 service requests 
were received, resulting in 310 completed sales. The annual 
gross revenue added thereby came to $5,050, a tidy amount 
in any language. 


Included among the June sales were 104 colored sets, 61 
residence extensions, 48 residence service and 21 business 
extensions. 


For the first six months of the year 1,587 service requests 
have culminated in 1,996 completed sales for an annual 
gross revenue of $35,006. 


The prize winners for June were Betty Christensen, Ne- 
braska City; H. A. Robinson, Wilber; James Bauer, Superior; 
and Betty Thomsen, Lincoln. Their pictures appear in the 
Panel at right. 


As announced last month, July has been designated as 
the period of a special competitive campaign for the sale 
of extension telephones. The winner of this campaign, re- 
gardless of department, will receive a red-carpet trip for 
two to Kansas City, where reservations will cover a two- 
night stay during a weekend in August at the Muehleback 
Hotel and Towers. Breakfast will be served in the room 
each morning; free tickets and transportation will be pro- 
vided for the Starlight Theater and a big-league baseball 
game. Also on the cuff will be dinner at Cafe Piccardy on 
the night of arrival; dinner at the Terrace Grill the next 
night. 


The winner will even lounge in style in those hours re- 
served for rest and relaxation between the events on the 
busy schedule, for there will be TV in the room—and 
flowers; and refreshments, too, if desired. 


The lucky pair will travel the skyways to and from 
Kansas City, via Frontier Air Lines. They will leave Lin- 
coln on Friday and return the following Sunday. The entire 
check for expenses will be paid by the company. 


Bill Quinn, sales supervisor, held meetings throughout 
the territory describing in detail the campaign and Its re- 
wards. Evidently a goodly amount of enthusiasm was gen- 
erated by this means and through bulletins and posters. By 
mid-month 24 employees already had served notice that 
they were working for the Big Weekend. Others are an- 
nouncing their intentions day by day. But no one is running 
far ahead of the pack and there is still time for any em- 
ployee to enter the contest and WIN! 


How about you? Have you sold your extension today? 


An electric frying pan, the “eastern” prize, went to Betty Christensen of 
Nebraska City Commercial. From left: Gladys Parker, Ed Ernst, Mrs. 
Christensen and Adele Ganzel. 
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H. A. Robinson of Wilber Plant won the “southern” award—an electric 
percolator, presented here by Charles Novak, left, as Lavina McElroy smiles 
brightly. 
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Jim Bauer of Superior Plant was the lucky “westerner.”’ His prize was a 
radio. In the picture, from left: Betty Jo Schleif, Mr. Bauer, Frank Kubat 
and Jacqueline Busch, all of Superior. 
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Thomson, with a nice Brownie camera. Betty works in Lincoln Commercial. 
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K. A. Darby, Driver-Lineman (left) and R. W. Lane, Lineman, loading con- 
struction truck with items of pole hardware prior to leaving on work assign- 
ment. 


Crew Foreman L. V. Shirey and Cit - = 
stock for job assignment. Shown le y Foreman W. F. Combs checking cable 


ef i , 
Ehlers, B. R. Dyer, and D. L. SA Al at reel are E. D. Smith, P. W. 
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City Foreman W. F. Combs, assigning jobs to construction crew foreman T. B. 
Chinnock and L. V. Shirey. 


LT&T's 


New Garage 


Performs 
Important 


Work Functions 


As in the case of the wire chief's department, the con- 
struction department makes use of the new garage storage 
facilities for its construction and cable splicers’ trucks. It 
also has a dispatching room adjacent to the wire chief’s 
dispatching section, though the two groups are entirely 
separate in their functions and supervision. 


As presently set up, the garage stores seven heavy con- 
struction trucks, eight cable splicers’ trucks and three 
splicers’ aerial trucks. The material and tool loading ar- 
rangement for heavy construction trucks differs from that 
employed for the combinationmen’s trucks in that the load- 
ing is handled by the crew members. 


. Arrangements are made to have trucks loaded with small 
items of pole line material before 8:00 a.m., to bring the 
truck stock up to a reasonable limit in accordance with a 
maximum loading schedule established for these trucks. 
In addition, the water jugs on the trucks are replenished. 
Special or bulky items like crossarms, wire, cable, and poles 
are requisitioned from the store room and yard. At the 
beginning of the work period, the trucks leave the garage 
by the north entrance and pick up their trailers in the 
trailer yard adjacent to the garage. 


The advantage of having a cabinet for pole line materials 
lies in the fact that the material stock on the trucks can be 
kept up on a daily basis. The construction department 
often receives requests for unexpected jobs that must be 
handled promptly. This will usually require the return of 
the crew assigned the job to the store room to pick up 
materials for this work. For example, a telephone pole may 
be broken in an automobile accident and must be replaced 
without delay to remove a hazard to the street traffic. The 
crew must pick up the right length and class of pole for the 
replacement at the pole yard. The pick-up time can be 
reduced considerably if the crew does not have to obtain 
smaller items of material at the same time for the emer- 
gency job when the truck is already stocked with these 
particular supplies. 


On construction crew assignments to cable placing jobs, 
much importance is attached to the proper preparation of 


+t 6 fe 


This is the third and last article of a 
series on this subject. The others appeared 
in the May and June issues of the News. 


The smooth performance of the routines 
and functions described in these articles is 
the end result of comprehensive studies of 
ultimate needs and of the careful planning 
of space, structure and equipment. 

We think everyone who had a hand in 


the planning and erection of the new garage 
should share in the pride of accomplishment. 


Members of construction crew hitching trailer to their truck in trailer yard 
north of garage building at start of work period. 


by 
J. S, REED 


Plant Methods Supervisor 


the requisitions and special record forms that are required 
to properly account for the use of various sizes of telephone 
cable. The supply department depends heavily on the con- 
struction office and crew foremen to make out cable stock 
and reel records in accordance with the established routine. 

To avoid wasted lengths of expensive cable, a reel of 
cable is transported to the job, and the cable taken off the 
reel on the job. The reel with the remaining cable is later 
returned to the cable yard. It is not practical to measure 
the exact lengths required for a cable placing operation 
since there is the possibility of error in the measurements; 
also the routing of the cable may have to be varied from 
that planned. 

i hes been found more economical to take the cable 
reel out to the job and take off the needed length there. It 
is very important that the foremen register the exact 
lengths used on the assignment on the forms provided and 
the material requisition. Without this information, 1t would 
not be possible to keep accurate inventories of the cable 
stock. 

The cable splicers follow approximately the same pro- 
cedure employed by combinationmen In ordering materials 
and their work. On their return from the afternoon work 
period, they make out a special material requisition for 
cable supplies and deposit them in a night requisition box 
for pick up by the night warehouseman. This man loads 
the material on the trucks during the evening trick. . 

This article on work functions in the new garage build- 
ing indicates the greater degree of co-operation between the 
departments using the building that has been obtained by 
the new layouts and increased space for storage and service 
facilities. The garage forces are now able to take care of a 
larger number and variety of motor vehicles used by the 
company. The wire chief’s department 1s assured of an 
efficient and economical procedure for keeping the com- 
binationmen’s trucks supplied with needed materials, and 
the construction and cable splicing forces are benefited in 
the way of better material loading practices. 


a 
Splicers R. W. Clark, R. H. Greb, and W. R. Bartels receiving work assignments 
from D. E. Williams, Cable Sub-Foreman (standing). 


Dave Mohr, Lineman, picking up hardware at material cabinet located on 
first floor of garage building. 
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Michigan Professor To Lead 
Roundup 


The fifth annual Roundup of gradu- 
ates of the 14 Human Relations in 
Management classes will be held at the i fae , irre . 
Lincoln Hotel, September 24. Pak ee ieee: 


The conference leader for the day 
will be L. Clayton 
Hill, professor of in- 
dustrial relations at 
the University of 
Michigan. Several of 
our people have 
taken courses under 
Prof. Hill and were 
unanimous in their 
recommendation that 


Thanks From Chet and Deke 


It’s when the going gets rough that 
our people generally find that they are 
among friends. More than that; quite 
often they discover anew that our tele- 
phone family is a closely knit group 
and that the troubles of one are shared 
by all. 


Chet Harp, of Toll Equipment, has 
been slugged by more than his fair 
quota of misfortune. He suffered a 
heart seizure last spring and the at- 
tending expenses, heaped upon those 
he has met in recent years through ill- 
ness in the family, created a heavy fi- 
nancial drain on the household budget. 
A home air conditioner was urgently 
needed to aid his recovery during the 
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A New Emblem Identifies LT&T Trucks 
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40 Years 
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The anniversary luncheon, June 15. At the side tables, front to back, from left—First row: 
B. A. Isaman, George T. Jones, Ernest H. Wellman, Laverne Braun, Melba Richards, Tyler Ryan. Second 
row: Pearl Barnhouse, M. C. Walker, Mary Bornemeier, R. D. Andrews. Third row: Irene Combs, B. J. 
Sievers, Merlie Markuson, Elsie Andrews. Fourth row: Myra Metcalf, Walter F. Roberts, R. B. Hobson, 
R. K. Ghormley and Georgia Smith. Those at the head table are identified below. 


Regina Bethscheider’s girlhood am- 
bition was to become a school teacher 
and she carefully directed her educa- 
tion toward attaining that goal. But 
there was no job awaiting her at grad- 
uation time and there was an opening 
for a temporary employee at the He- 
bron telephone office, where her sister, 
Margaret, worked. So the teaching 
career ended before it began, to the 
permanent loss of Young America, but 
to the immeasurable gain of Hebron 
telephone subscribers. 


For Regina has been a member of 
the Hebron traffic department ever 
since and currently is chief operator. 
Her fortieth anniversary of employ- 
ment rolled by in mid-June. The occa- 
sion was officially observed at a lunch- 
eon held at Tillman’s Plaza, Lincoln, on 
June 15, where the 40-year emblem 
was presented by Merle M. Hale, vice 
president. 


Mr. Hale remarked that it is a rare 
achievement for anyone to reach a 
fortieth anniversary of employment. 
But all the more astonishing is the 
record of telephone service by the 
three Bethscheider sisters; a record 


Gray and Flowerday 


In a change of positions effective 
June 15, R. H. Gray was named area 
plant supervisor at Lincoln to succeed 
E. J. Flowerday, who returned to Hast- 
ings as area manager. 

Mr. Flowerday was appointed Lin- 
coln area plant supervisor last April, 
but found his ties and interests cen- 
tered in Hastings and requested his 
return. Mr. Gray, formerly area man- 
ager at Seward and Nebraska City, had 
succeeded Mr. Flowerday at Hastings 
and expressed his complete willingness 
to make the third move within a year. 
In his new position he assumed the 
duties of Charles B. Meshier, central 
district plant manager, on the latter’s 


that is still being established. They are 
currently building upon their 120th 
year of combined service to Hebron 
subscribers. Margaret, who was chief 
operator before Regina, had more than 
40 years service when she relinquished 
her post because of illness in 1954. 
Mary is currently in her 39th year at 
the switchboard. 


A very special guest at the luncheon 
was George T. Jones, who served as 
manager and area manager at Hebron 
from 1920 until his retirement in 1946. 


Miss Bethscheider receiving the diamond service 
emblem from Mr. Hale. Others at the head table, 
from left: Mary Bethscheider, L. W. Cleveland 
and Margaret Bethscheider. 


Switch Responsibilities 


retirement, July 1. 


In his 30 years with the company, 
Mr. Flowerday has served as manager 
at Bennet, Humboldt and Pawnee City 
and was wire chief at Hastings before 
becoming area manager there in 1949. 
He is past president of the Hastings 
chamber of commerce and is well 
known for his work in various com- 
munity activities. 


Before becoming area manager at 
Hastings, Mr. Gray, in his 35 years 
with LT&T, was manager at Table 
Rock and Weeping Water, wire chief 
at Plattsmouth and area manager at 
Seward and Nebraska City. 
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hot and humid summer days and Chet 
was doing some heavy arithmetic, try- 
ing to find a way to afford one. 


An envelope arrived one morning 
and, on opening it, Chet read a nice 
“set-well’ message, signed by most of 
the folk he’d worked with in Lincoln 
Plant as well as members of the gen- 
eral shop and other departments. He 
turned the page to read more and was 
flabbergasted to come face to face with 
a $100 bill, folded inside the manu- 
script. Mr. Harp becomes pretty choked 
up when he tries to talk about such 
carryings-on and doesn’t think he is 
quite up to telling these people what’s 
on his mind or in his heart. But he sits 
in comfort at home, getting better ev- 
ery day, and thinks what a fine thing 
it is to have friends like these. “It’s 
cool,” he says, “real cool, in more ways 
than one.” 


And there is Deke Simpson, con- 
struction foreman, who suffered a 
broken leg in an accidental fall. Like 
most of the things he does, Deke was 
not content with a run-of-the-mill frac- 
ture. He had to bust both leg bones; 
one near the ankle, the other close to 
the knee. He will have to walk with 
crutches for a long while. Mr. Simpson 
also is astonished at the attention he 
is receiving from his telephone friends 
and wants the News to explain that, 
while he likes the visits, the cards, 
flowers, etc., he simply can’t get about 
to thank everyone for their kindnesses. 
He hopes this paragraph will be read 
by all who wished him well. 


Headlines 


Bruce Seamark, Lincoln Switchroom, was 
elected vice president of the newly-formed 
Lincoln chapter of the Boys Town Alumni 
Association at the formative meeting held 
June 14. Bruce is a 1952 grad of Boys 
Town. 


Dean Hamilton, directory compilation 
supervisor, was recently installed as presi- 
dent of the Bethany Lions Club. 


he be secured as the 
Roundup leader. 

Following his 
graduation from the University of 
Michigan in 1911, Mr. Hill spent 37 
years in industrial engineering, manu- 
facturing and administrative work 
with several corporations. His ex- 
perience and interest also centered in 
the fields of employer-employee re- 
lations, administrative leadership and 
the understanding of human relation- 
ships in business and industry. In 
1948 he followed a long-standing urge 
to enter the educational field and 
joined the staff of his Alma Mater 
where he conducts courses dealing in 
the personal aspect of executive leader- 
Ship. 


All H-R graduates are urged to ar- 
range their schedules so that they may 
be in attendance at the Roundup, come 
September 24. 


Good Publicity 


Telephone people received a big play, 
publicity-wise, in the pages of the Fair- 
bury Daily News when four pictorial 
features of our folk appeared during 
the month of June. First was the story 
Concerning the discovery of the ancient 
Photograph of the city’s first switch- 
board: then Glynda Ruble, daughter of 
Jack Ruble, was shown in a two-column 
cut as one of the members of a summer 
baton twirling class; next, John Caley, 
Son of Gerald Caley, also was pictured 
as a contestant in the JayCee’s state 
tennis tournament; and finally, the en- 
tire Caley family was featured in a 
reprint of the cover picture of the June 
Telephone News. 

We all share in the rewards of such 
£00d publicity and we congratulate the 
recipients and thank the editors. 


A big corporation is more or less 
blamed for being big, but it is only big 
because it gives service. If it doesn’t 
five service, it gets small faster than it 
grew big. —W.S. Knudsen. 


A. E. Linden, left, of the automotive paint shop, mounts one of the decal emblems on the 


yellow installation truck of R. C. Hawkins, Lincoln Plant. 


New “Scotchlite’ emblems _ for 
identification of LT&T trucks have 
made their appearance. A _ startling 
innovation from the former design, 
the new emblem stands out sharply 
against the background of the new 
yellow color used on company trucks. 
They also are used on the green trucks 
when replacement of the emblem be- 
comes necessary. 

While designed primarily to identify 
the trucks as LT&T vehicles, the in- 
signia also devotes prominent space to 
advertising the Yellow Pages of the 
telephone directory. 

The new design is larger than the 
old; measuring approximately 12 by 
15 inches, overall. The words “TELE- 
PHONE” and “Find it Fast’ are in 
red, with the balance of the lettering 
in black. The background for the di- 
rectory pages is in yellow; the handset 
at lower right in red. The emblem has 
a reflecting surface so that it becomes 
illuminated at night when caught in 
the headlight beam of a car, or of an- 


other light source. 

A. B. Gorman, advertising manager, 
worked with various departments in 
creating the change of design. The 
emblems were produced by Dewey and 
Wilson, a Lincoln advertising and dis- 
play firm. 


THE LINCOLN 


AND TELEGRAPH Co. 


in the 
YELLOW PAGES 


GF 


The full impact of the new design is not dis- 
closed in a black-and-white photograph, but it is 
apparent in the picture that the company’s name 
can be readily identified and that the plug for 
the Yellow Pages also is prominently displayed. 


Sixteen Sure-Fire Ways fo Be Miserable 


Think about yourself. Talk about 
yourself. Use “T’ as much as possible. 

Mirror yourself continually in the 
opinion of others. 

Listen greedily to what people say 
about you. 

Expect to be appreciated. 

Be jealous and envious. 

Be sensitive to slights. 

Never forgive criticism. 

Trust nobody but yourself. 

Insist on consideration and respect 


in everything. 
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Demand agreement with your own 
view on everything. 

Sulk if people are not grateful to 
you for favors shown them. 

Be on the lookout for a good time 
for yourself. 

Shirk your duties if you can. 

Do as little as possible for others. 

Love yourself supremely. 

Be selfish. 

This recipe is guaranteed to be in- 
fallible one hundred per cent. 


Divots Fly in Spring Warm-up 
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An earnest trio about to tee off. From 


Nebraska City; and Joe Adamson, Geneva. 


A motley group of company athletes, 
numbering 37, pointed their vehicles 
toward Wahoo at various hours be- 
tween sun-up and noon on Sunday, 
June 14, to take part in the annual 
“Spring Warm-up” of the golfers’ as- 
sociation. Experience has been a good 
teacher in this event. The authors of 
the tournament long ago found it im- 
possible to determine a winner. If there 
is a prize for this event it is usually 
given, without ceremony or comment, 
to Roy Mills, for most people figure he 
would win it anyway—even if he kept 
an honest score. Other prizes are dished 
cut in a most casual manner. The first 
man who spills egg yolk on his shirt 
front wins a package of tees. If he is 
first to snag his pants on the barbed 
wire fence he gets a golf ball. 


The contestants tee off promiscuous- 
ly on the first, fifth or seventh hole, 
all of which lie away from the club 
house. Usually they haven’t the slight- 
est notion of par, the number of their 
strokes or how close their drive misses 
the fellow in the next fairway. 


Traffic Tanglers 


KAN'T-WAIT KASPER 


left: 


Eimer Neujahr, Syracuse; Erman Wheatcraft, 


But it’s always fun, and the best part 
of the day is reserved for the gather- 
ing of the golfers in the club house, 
after the exertion of playing from one 
to nine holes. Coffee and rolls were on 
tap throughout the morning and at 
eleven o’clock a fine lunch appeared. 
The event was arranged by Dick Hob- 
son, secretary of the golfing associa- 
tion. 


Daybreak found Walter F. Roberts and Lloyd W. 
Cleveland already at their stations in the club 
house, demanding the first cup of coffee. 


He finds it fun to 
jump the gun, 
Pretending it’s a race 
he’s won; 
He races so he’s 
bound to go 
Straight to a 
6-foot bungalow! 


@©-1959 American Mutual Liability 
Insurance Company 
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New Employees 


Accounting 
Marjorie Armstrong* Mach. Opr. .-.----- 6-15 
Donna Becker ....-...-- Mach. Opr. ..------ 6-15 
Sandra Gibson .......- wiGehs Opr. 22.5 6- 8 
George Hunt .........- Prtg. Mach. Opr... 6- 4 
Sandra McLaughlin..Mach. Opr. ...----- 6- 8 
Commercial 


DeLoyd B. Larsen*..Staff Asst., 
Gen‘I Com’! .... 6-15 


Karen Stanosheck ....Clerk, Lincoln .... 6- 8 
Linda: Sultzér 2.22: Clerk, Hastings -. 6-12 
Plant 
James Taylor™ ........ Custodian, Lincoln 5-27 
Traffic 
LGis AIStOGE uncnsncecs Opr., Lincoln: --..-. 6- 8 
Susie DeFreece ......-. Opr., Lincoln -.---- b=25 
Lule: FOSTISCH: cscs. Opr., Tecumseh .. 5-27 
Barbara Glaubius ....Opr., Lincoln -.---- 6-15 
Larraine Hall .-..-....- Opr.;. LInGOln <<<: 6- 2 
Carol Heiden .........- ODF. ¥ OF accesses 5-18 
Janice Johnson ......-- Opr., Fairbury .... 5-25 
Lor JONSON cccc.20 Opr., Hastings .--. 6- | 
Mary Kimminau .....- Opr., Hastings .--- 6- | 
Corot Kirk. 2cctuatect 2 Opr., Lincoln -..-.- 6-15 
Kathleen Kopplin ....Opr., Lincoln -.---- 5-25 
Patricia Lefferdink ..Opr., Lincoln -...-- 6- 8 
Lynda L’Heureux ....Opr., Lincoln ...--- 6- 8 
Helen Nowka® .......- Opr., York cc 5-18 
Mary Powers .....-.-.- Opr., Lincoln -..--- 6- 8 
Sharon Reeves .......- Opr., Lincoln: ....- 6- 8 
Mary Rickman ...-.-.- Opr., Tecumseh .. 5-25 
Carol RYSe? sacec.ss.: Opr., Fairbury -.-- 5-25 
Dixie Sedden® .......- Opr., Lincoln ..---- 5-25 
Rebecca Stuhr .....-.- Opr., Lincoln -.---- 6-15 
Carol Wilson .....-.--- Opr., Lincoln -.---- 5-25 


* Re-employed 


Board Meets af Auburn 


Following their regular quarterly 
meeting of June 19 at Lincoln, the 
LT&T board of directors, with officers 
and department heads of the company, 
journeyed by chartered bus to Auburn 
to inspect the new telephone building 
and dial equipment which is scheduled 
to be cut into service July 19. 


There they were hosts to the Auburn 
city council and officers of the chamber 
of commerce at a noon luncheon held 
at the Auburn Hotel. Merle M. Hale, 
vice president, attended the introduc- 
tions. President Thomas C. Woods, Jr., 
Mayor Floyd Pohlman and Chamber 
President Ervin Schneider spoke 
briefly. 


The trip extended a policy of the 
past seven years in which the directors 
have made a mid-summer trip into the 
territory for the purpose of becoming 
better acquainted with the company’s 
scope of operations, its exchanges, per- 
sonnel and plant facilities. 


Arrangements for the tour and the 
meeting at Auburn were made by H. 
W. Spahnile, field commercial super- 
visor, and George Eggleston, area man- 
ager. 


Clarinda Lake Retires 


Many are the happenings in the 
course of 37 years and yet, when all is 
over and accounted for, things may not 
have changed so much after all. And 
that is the conclusion reached by Clar- 
inda Lake, who retired July 1 after 
serving at the Su- 
perior switchboard 
since 1922. 

Miss Lake began 
and ended her career 
at the same switch- 
board and in the 
same building, serv- 
ing subscribers of 
the same names, 
though perhaps of 
different genera- 
tions. Both the 
switchboard and the building were new 
when she was employed as a student 
operator. She remarked that the 
younger operators, in those days, were 
sometimes required to work six Sun- 
days in a row; for that was one of the 
penalties for being new on the job. 
“We liked it, too,” she said, “for there 
were plenty of girls willing and ready 
to take our places.” 


Wages were a dollar a day, and were 
considered high for the time, she re- 
calls. 

She passed through the period of the 
smock fad, when our various exchanges 
vied with one another in their flashy 
operators’ uniforms. Superior’s ensem- 
ble included black patent leather belts 
and silk bow ties. Changes to and from 
their street clothes had to be made in 
the hall and it seemed that the man- 
ager or one of the men were always 
mounting the stairs at the most inop- 
portune moment. 

The operating room is. air-condi- 
tioned now, but in the older days huge 
cakes of ice were brought up through 
a second-floor. window by block and 
tackle; placed in tubs and had a fan 
blowing over them. The result was a 
cold and clammy room. Headsets were 
hung on nails in the hall and paysta- 
tions had a dollar slot. The sound of 
the big coin dropping toward the till 
“really made an operator’s ears ring.” 

One day the Superior operators had 
been trying several hours to reach a 
man in western Kansas, leaving word 
each time for him to report. Finally, 
late in the day, the lady answering the 
distant telephone was heard to say to 
someone in the room, “I’m not going to 
tell him to call. I don’t want him talk- 
ing to all those operators.” 

Looking back over the years and 
remembering the good times as well 
as the bad, Miss Lake is sure she would 
choose a telephone career again if the 
opportunity lay before her. 

We are indebted to Clara M. Cham- 
bers, Superior Traffic, whose interview 
with Clarinda about ‘the good old 
days” formed the basis for this story. 
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George E. Walroth, directory and methods supervisor, scans with approval 
copy of the new Hastings Directory. The book was prepared under Mr. Walroth’s scrutiny and direction. 


Fast-growing Hastings had reason to 
preen itself in early July when its new 
telephone directory rolled off the 
presses of the graphic arts department 
of the Hastings Tribune. 

Instead of the usual 6 x 9% inch size 
with its alphabetical and Yellow Page 
sections set in two columns, the new 
directory measured 8% x 11 inches, 
with three-column listings throughout. 
It is the only directory in LT&Tland, 
except that of Lincoln, to reach “met- 
ropolitan” dimensions. 

The new directory contains 116 pages; 
36 of alphabetical listings, 76 in the 
classified section and four information- 


Hastings Graduates fo ‘Metropolitan’ Type Directory 


a hot-off-the-press 


al pages. Almost five tons of paper 
were required in the printing of the 
13,500 books. Four-color printing was 
used on the cover which featured a 
scene of pioneers crossing the plains, 
a drawing of the House of Yesterday 
and a pennant plugging the Little 
World Series to be held at Hastings 
September 6 to 10. 

Herb Velte’s directory sales crew 
worked hard at Hastings in preparation 
for the advent of the larger book. So 
well did they sell their wares that the 
gross revenue from directory adver- 
tising was increased approximately 
50% in the new issue. 


Happiness Ahead 


Lyonal C. Bacon, Construction, Lincoln, 
and Mary Jane Brown said “I do” at Auburn 
on June 4. 

Lowell Brown and Carol Elaine McDonald 
were married June 13 at the First Covenant 
Church in Lincoln. Lowell works in the “6” 
Office switchroom. 

Rosetta Gist, Lincoln Traffic, became the 
bride of James Hodges in a ceremony per- 
formed June 14 at the Congregational Church 
in Emporia, Kansas. 

Bonnie Lancaster, Lincoln Traffic, and 
Norman Haacke were married June 24 in a 
ceremony at the home of the bride’s parents. 

Barbara Lane, Accounting, and Charles 
Lagerstrom repeated wedding vows on June 
20 at St. Matthew's Episcopal Church in 
Lincoln. 
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Rose Marie Meduna, Lincoln Traffic, and 
Wes Shepard exchanged vows at a wedding 
ceremony on July 13 in Lincoln. 

Beverly Naber, York Traffic, and Ralph 
Linder were married June 14 at the Lutheran 
Church in Waco. 

Loyal Park, Engineering, and Mary Alice 
Long were married June 14 at the Church of 
God in Holbrook. 

Jerry Swenson and Judy Shaw were mar- 
ried June 20 at the Temple Baptist Church in 
Lincoln. Jerry works in the “5-7” Office. 

William Templin and Karen Torbeck of 
Deshler were married June 13 at the Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Glenwood, Iowa. Bill is 
an employee of the “3” Office switchroom. 

Roger L. Weber and Miriam Eden were 
married May 31 at the St. Johns Lutheran 
Church in Sterling. Roger works in the wire 
chief's department, Lincoln. 
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Our Cover 


Data Processing Machine Ac- 
counting ... Computer Section... it 
answers to several names; this new di- 
vision of the accounting department. 
Its claim to current fame stems from 
the fact that it is the first to take up 
residence in the new addition to the 
15th and M building. Already possess- 
ing enough machines, material and per- 
sonnel to fill much of its allotted space 
in the northwest corner of the fourth 
floor, this section is a focal point of 
interest because its procedures and 
equipment are completely foreign to 
most telephone folk. 


In the picture, from left: Ralph Retz- 
laff, Patricia Tindall, Larry Connealy 
and Charles Lindgren are at work on 
a problem posed by a wayward wire 
in the control panel of the IBM 402 ac- 
counting machine. 


A better view of the data processing 
division may be seen on Page 2, among 
the interior views of the new general 
office building. 


No News” Next Month 


There will be no August issue of 
the News. In fact, there hasn’t been an 
August issue since 1945 when the edi- 
tors discovered it was well nigh im- 
possible to put out a magazine and take 
a vacation in one and same hot month. 

Usually, July and August are the 
dullest of the twelve months—news- 
wise—for many folk are on vacation 
and plant crews are busy at summer- 
time chores. But this year there are 
big events in the offing. Offices and 
departments will begin to make the 
move to the new general office build- 
ing; a cutover will be held at Auburn; 
there will be big developments in the 
use of computers, subscriber billing 
and employee sales. The big annual 
employees’ picnic will come to pass on 
August 8. All these stories will be con- 
tained in the next issue which will be 
published in mid-September. We’ll see 
you then. 


Thanks, Buddy 


We have something real nice to say 
about A. B. Gorman, advertising man- 
ager and former editor of this mag. and 
it ought to be said in the pages of the 
News. It was necessary for the present 
editor to be away last month during 
that important week when the June is- 
sue was being paged, proofread and 
turned over to the printer for publi- 
cation. “Ot” was prevailed upon to 
oversee those final details and, so far 
as we know, managed to produce an 
errorless issue—a rare phenomenon. 
Somehow, we expected just that from 
the Old Master. Our thanks to Mr. 
Gorman, who says he enjoyed the ex- 
perience immensely. 


Open House af Auburn 


Open House will be held at Auburn, 
Tuesday, August 4, to enable the public 
to see the new building and equipment. 
The story of the cutover and Open 
House will be told in the next issue. 
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Mr. White, at right, on a recent “selling call” on Bill Quinn, sales supervisor. 


Jack White -- 50 Years a Salesman; 61 Years a Telephone Man 


H. A. (Jack) White has been seen about the company for so many years that we can almost 
claim him as one of us. The fact is that Jack has just completed his first fifty years as a “‘peddler”’ 
of telephone equipment; it being in June 1909 that he started traveling throughout the state of 


Kansas for the Kellogg Switchboard and Supply Company. 


After 16 years on the road he served two years as manager of Kellogg’s Kansas City branch. 
December 1926 he affiliated with the sales department of Automatic Electric Company, traveling for 


them in this territory until he reached retirement age in February 1947. 


But Jack did not retire from the telephone field. 
Corporation and remained with that company as traveling representative until January 1958, when 
he retired again. Jack then became associated with Korsmeyer Electric Supply Company, of Lincoln, 


in an advisory (and selling) capacity in the telephone section of their business. 


His fifty years of service would exceed that of any active employee of LT&T, 
was a telephone veteran when be began his sales career. 
61 years, to 1898, when he helped with the construction of rural lines of a telephone exchange being 
established at Winchester, Kansas. He later became owner and operator of an exchange at Waverly, 
Kansas, and then was president of a telephone company which acquired the exchanges at Lebo and 


Baldwin, Kansas. 


For many years Mr. White has maintained his residence in Lincoln. 
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Instead he immediately joined the Leich Sales 


but Jack already 
His experience in the industry dates back 


Charles B. Meshier Retires 


He Held LT&T’s Longest 
Service Record 


So long has C. B. Meshier been as- 
sociated with LT&T that each, it 
seems, has grown to be part of the 
other. With more than 48 years of 
credited service, he headed the list of 
all active employees 
in length of service 
at the time of his re- 
tirement, July 1. 


those whose continu- 
ous service record 
reaches back to the 
days of competition 
between LT&T and 
the local Bell ex- 
change at Lincoln. 
Charley was a loyal 
member of the “Automatic” ranks, be- 
ing thoroughly brain-washed against 
the opposing faction when he was first 
employed as a school boy in the sum- 
mer of 1910. He returned to his studies 
that fall and on graduation the next 
June became a regular employee with 
the title of “rackman.”’ 

The next eleven years were spent in 
the Lincoln “service” department with 
time out for a hitch in the signal 
corps during World War I, when he 
saw service in France as a top ser- 
geant. He worked through successive 
job classifications of testman, combi- 
nationman, special man and dispatcher, 

During this period his skill and re- 
nown rose in another field, also. Base- 
ball was a serious and hot issue in 
those times and the lanky, talkative 
youth who guarded the hot corner 
for the great LT&T teams of the early 
‘twenties became almost a legendary 
figure in local baseball lore. 

In 1923 Mr. Meshier was appointed 
manager at Havelock and went to Fair- 
bury in the same capacity in Febru- 
ary 1926. He was named area com- 
mercial manager at Hastings in Febru- 
ary 1934 and later in that year moved 
to Tecumseh with the same title. He 
became area manager at Tecumseh in 
1940 and in April 1946 was appointed 
southern district wire chief with head- 
quarters at Beatrice. The return to 
Lincoln as district plant manager came 
in 1952. 

A telephone man of the first water, 
Mr. Meshier performed the duties that 
attended the various steps in his career 
with skill and knowledge, both gained 
by long experience and keen attention 
to the job at hand. He worked dili- 
gently for the betterment of the com- 
munities in which he lived and took an 
active part in many organizations. He 
is a past president and past lieuten- 
ant governor of Kiwanis; past master 
of Fairbury Lodge 53, AF&AM; past 
high priest of Silom Chapter 44, Royal 
Arch Masons; and a charter member of 
the Frank H. Woods Chapter, ITPA. 


His is the last of. 
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Spotlight on Directory Problems 


Those present at the June 4 meeting—with members of the Nebraska Telephone Directory Company 
designated (D). From left: Al Zehrung (D), Richard B. Hobson, Dan Hergert (D), Tyler Ryan, W. J. 
McDowell, A. B. Waters, K. L. Lawson, Einar Fuglesmsmo (D), Dean M. Nelson (D), Elmer Schleuger (D), 


Dean Hamilton, H. E. Velte (D), George E. Walroth. 


About once a year the directory ad- 
vertising sales force of the Nebraska 
Telephone Directory Company congre- 
gates with members of LT&T to discuss 
and iron out their mutual problems. 
This meeting usually occurs shortly be- 
fore the annual solicitation begins for 
the sale of space in the Yellow Pages 
of the Lincoln directory. The Nebraska 
Telephone Directory Company handles 
the solicitation and sale of advertising 
in all LT&T directories. 

This year’s meeting was held at the 
Cornhusker Hotel, Thursday, June 4. 
The topics under discussion mainly 


concerned organizational changes, the 
advent of data processing equipment, 
the new look in the classified section of 
the coming directory, conversions, the 
effect of microwave, direct distance 
dialing, SATT equipment operation and 
other items of interest. 

Because directory salesmen, in their 
calls on business subscribers, often are 
asked questions relating to our opera- 
tions and practices, they find it valu- 
able to keep abreast of developments 
in LT&T. These meetings are designed 
to furnish them with such information 
as may be needed in these contacts. 


He is convinced the 48 years is quite 
long enough to labor, even with such a 
fine organization as LT&T, and wel- 
comes his retirement as the opening 
of an adventure into a new field which 
he expects will hold even greater en- 
joyment than the one he leaves. His 
friends are pleased to know that the 
Meshiers plan to retain their home in 
Lincoln where Charley says he may be 
found, rocking on the front porch. 
Later in the summer, if he feels the 
urge, he intends to cut the grass and 
maybe wash the car. 


Mrs, Alaska Was LI&T Girl 


Some of our Accounting folk—those 
whose memories with LT&T date back 
to the early *forties—took keen inter- 
est in the recent Mrs. America con- 
test at Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 

They were rooting for the success 
of the candidate from our 49th state, 
Mrs. Alaska, who in real life is Mrs. 
Clifford Hartman of Anchorage. Once 
she was Margaret Hirschfeld of York, 
Nebraska and from June 1942 until 
January 1943 worked in the account- 
ing department at Lincoln. After mar- 
riage she moved to Loup City and has 
been a resident of Alaska since 1948. 
Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest 
Hirschfeld, still live at York. 
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Hebron Climbs to 1,000 


In the whirl of activity at the He- 
bron exchange, as the move to the new 
building gets under way and prepara- 
tions for the conversion draw to a fine 
point, it might have been overlooked 
that the exchange reached another 
mark of stature during June, as its 
1,000th telephone was installed. 


But the event was duly observed and 
recorded in nearby newspapers. Area 
Manage Wellman is quoted as saying 
that the number of telephones at He- 
bron doubled since 1942 and that the 
1,000 figure sets a new record of serv- 
ice for the exchange. 


In many cases, exchanges such as 
Hebron reached their high mark in 
the olden days of competition when 
they served a larger area and farms 
were more plentiful. When the Thaver 
County Telephone Company was pur- 
chased by LT&T in 1914 it boasted of 
493 town and 347 rural subscribers. 
However, this company’s scope of 
operations included the present ex- 
change areas of Belvidere and Carleton. 
Later it was consolidated with the 
former Bell exchange at Hebron and 
the subscriber list dropped to 478. 


Territory's Oldest Telephone Picture Found af Fairbury 
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A photographic jewel of the first magnitude was dis- 
covered in the Fairbury office recently, and no one knows 
when or how it got there. It was an interior view, showing 
a telephone operator standing beside an ancient switchboard 


with a mysterious array of protective equipment mounted 
on the wall behind it. On the back of the photograph were 
the penciled notations: “Telephone exchange, Fairbury, 
1890” and “Mrs. Gregory.” 

Clyde R. Moore, news editor of the Fairbury Journal, 
had the picture rephotographed and conducted some re- 
search among the city’s elders, resulting in the identification 
of the operator as the wife of an early-day manager of the 
Fairbury Bell exchange, C. Arthur Gregory. She acted as 
chief operator during his tenure in the early ’nineties. By 
strange coincidence, the elderly lady who was able to 
identify the picture died a few days later. 

The switchboard in the picture was new and contained 
some features considered quite modern in its time, for 
Fairbury had seen its first telephone only two years before. 
Charles Atkins, then manager for the Bell exchange at 
Beatrice, came into Fairbury to install the first instrument 
in the back of the Fast grocery store in 1888. The exchange 
was built some months later and the switchboard installed 
in the Hansen Building on the southeast corner of the city 
square. 


Somehow, in taking over the operation of the former Bell 
exchanges in our territory, on their purchase in 1912, no 
historical records or photographs came into the company’s 
possession. Very few have since been unearthed, and none 
of those date back as far as the Fairbury picture. Until it 
came to view the only “interiors” from the past century 
were one of the Hastings board, circa 1892, and some office 
pictures of the Lincoln Bell building—then brand new— 
vintage of 1896. 


The original Fairbury picture was sent to Lincoln to 
become part of the permanent historical collection of LT&T. 
Our thanks to Evelyn Menke, Mike Danaher and others who 
recognized its historical value and directed it to its proper 
resting place. 
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Alice Tovey 


Ronald Martin 
Commercial 


Mary Goracke, secretary, Non-Functional, 
Beatrice, to General Commercial. 

J. E. Hartz, equipment repairman (temp.), 
Supply, to coin collector, Lincoln. 

Carolyn Wren, clerk to service representa- 
tive, Lincoln. 


Ronald Martin, 


Promotions - Transfers - Title Changes 


Robert Lemkau, combinationman, Hebron, 
to switchman, Beatrice. 
switchman to installer- 
repairman, COE, Lincoln Switchroom. 

Charles Olson, lineman, Construction, to Mr. and Mrs. William Mulder are the 
frameman, Lincoln Switchroom. 

Charles Stock, combinationman, Nebraska 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. D. L. Hansen are the proud 
parents of a girl, Peggy Sue, born June 24. 
Don is a member of the construction crew 
located at David City. 


Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Hardesty announce the 
arrival of a boy, Timothy Jon, on June 12. 
Larry is employed in Construction, Lincoln. 


A daughter, Sharon Kay, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald Jacobson on May 26. Don 


is employed in Syracuse Plant. 


Mr. and Mrs. James Rhodes announce the 
birth of a girl, Kimberly Ann, on June 7. 
Her father is employed in Tecumseh Plant. 

A daughter. Tamora Sue, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Adkisson on June 23. 
Bob is employed in the custodian’s section, 


14th & M. 


A. L. Dougherty 


proud parents of a girl, Peggy Jane, born 
June 12. William works in Toli Equipment. 


City, to shopman, Supply. - 


Plant 


A. L. Dougherty, switchman to installer- 
repairman, COE, Lincoln Switchroom. (June 
promotion.) 

John E. Guilkey, groundman to lineman, 
Construction, Hastings. 

John L. Hardesty, frameman to switchman, 
Lincoln Switchroom. 

G. D. Hemsath, garage serviceman (P.T.), 
Supply, to groundman, Construction, Lincoln. 


man, Lincoln. 
Robert Zeigler, 


Fairbury. 


Lincoln. 


groundman to lineman, 
Construction, Hastings. 
Traffic 


Wyane Snell, operator to service assistant, 


Alice Tovey, operator to service assistant, 


J. E. Turner, combinationman (P.T.), 
Friend, to combinationman, Crete. 
D. W. Weikle, janitor to janitor subfore- 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by the Telephone Employees’ Mutua! 
Benefit Association during June 1959: 

Primary Members ..22 Claims..$2,289.25 

Dependents .......... 24 Claims.. 2,164.63 
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$4,453.88 


G. E. Miller 
Lincoln 


30 Yeors 


G. L. Caley 
Fairbury 
25 Years 


Dorothy Trauernicht 
Beatrice 


15 Years 


Juanita Ettleman 
Tecumseh 


10 Years 


Betty Hermann 


Weeping Water 


10 Years 


SERVICE 
HNNVERSHAIES 


A7 YEARS R. M. Green, Lincoln. 


AA YEARS Mae Meduna, Wahoo; H. G. 


Taedter, Hebron. 

39 YEARS E.L. Dorland, Wahoo. 

37 YEARS G. A. Foster, Lincoln; Mary Meis- 
ter, Tecumseh. 

36 YEARS Carl Ahl, Lincoln; M. L. Hodge, 
Beatrice: Gladys Walker, Seward. 

33 YEARS C. A. Eggerss, W. T. Haas, Lin- 
coln; H. E. Elmshaeuser, Beatrice. 

32 YEARS Margaret Francis, Ella Hansen, 
Lincoln. 

31 YEARS P. J. Caldwell, Lincoln. 

30 YEARS G. E. Miller, Lincoln. 

29 YEARS H. W. Armagost, David City. 
28 YEARS A. M. Newens, R. O. Sherman, 
Lincoln. 

25 YEARS V 

ley, Fairbury. 

24 YEARS Mary Beaty, F. W. Norton, Lin- 
coln; T. B. Hedges, Hastings. 

20 YEARS Lura Blackman, Lincoln. 

19 YEARS Virginia Coon, Beatrice. 

18 YEARS L. G. Hansen, Lincoln; Eleanor 
Lane, Weeping Water. 

17 YEARS E. M. Barney, P. G. Radebaugh, 
Lincoln; Vilma Dolista, Alexandria; W. B. 
Imler, York. 

16 YEARS Esther Borchers, Lincoln; Emma. 
L. DeJonge, Humboldt; Violet Peterson, Ne- 
braska City. 

15 YEARS J. J. Miller, Lincoln; Dorothy 
Trauernicht, Beatrice. 

14 YEARS Anna Bott, Hastings; Elaine Haw- 
kins, Lincoln; R. L. Johnson, Ashland. 

13 YEARS Ferne Bade, Nemaha. 

12 YEARS Elizabeth Benda, Wymore; Aletha 
Bennett, E. J. Jungck, Hastings; F. J. Fisher, 
D. GC. Gilmore, Beatrice; E. J. Hoaglin, O. G. 
Hoffman, D. E. Nelson, Theresa Peters, 
Lincoln. 

11 YEARS Mary Arthur, Esther Jewell, Irene 
Stolz, Lincoln; Leona Benal, Wahoo; Donna 
Brunswig, Hastings. 

10 YEARS Juanita Ettleman, Tecumseh; 
Betty Hermann, Weeping Water: Irene Re- 
buck, Auburn; I. D. Schneider, W. S. Wolfe, 
Lincoln. 

9 VEARS C. W. Higgins, Lincoln. 

8 YEARS Ruth Goepfert, L. C. Park, Lin- 
coln. 

7 YEARS D. I. Haith, D. J. Sullivan, Lin- 


coln. 


6 YEARS Barbara Battreall, York: E. T. 
Mohlman, Lincoln; H. A. Robinson, Wilber. 


5 YEARS Velma Johnson, Ashland; Sandra 
Lipskey, Lincoln. 
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_H. Baum, Lincoln; G. L. Ca- 


Vv. H. Baum 
Lincoln 


25 Years 


Lura Blackman 
Lincoln 


20 Years 


Irene Rebuck 
Auburn 


10 Years 


I. D. Schneider 
Lincoln 


10 Years 


W. S. Wolfe 
Lincoln 


10 Years 


Around the Circuit 


Mary Goracke, Mabel Lipskey, 
Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editors 


Auburn Area 
by Marcelene Behrends 


Shirley Gerdes, Betty Whitlow, Geraldine 
Meyer and Judy Tunks enjoyed the perform- 
ance of “South Pacific’ in Omaha. ... The 
Traffic girls are making preparations to move 
to Lincoln after the July 19 dial conversion. 

. . Shirley Gerdes enjoyed a June vacation. 
. . . Dorothy Biggerstaff’s brother and family 
from St. Louis were recent visitors. 


Beatrice Area 
by Ruth Diekmann 


Irma Arnold was visited by her sister from 
Oxnard, California, and one whole day was 
spent fishing at Lake Alexandria. . .. Lola 
Boughtin entertained her sister-in-law from 
California and her brothers from Alamosa, 
Colorado and Glenwood, Iowa. . Rosalie 
Witkowski received a visit from her cousin 
and baby girl and their little dog from Omaha. 
The latter just moved in. . At-home va- 
cationers were Lela Watson and Marie Fuller. 
- - - Darlene Remmers spent three days with 
her teenage daughter attending the Future 
Homemakers of America workshop. .. . 
Marcella O’Bryan has been in Laconia, 
Indiana taking care of her father who suf- 
fered a heart attack. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois McCord 


The big news in our office is the 17-months- 
old baby boy, Eric John, adopted by Carl and 
At-home vacationers 
included Carol Grummert, Vera Sweetser, 
Frances Erwin, Bonnie Harris, Martha Hanau 
Sylvester Nespor and 
family spent a week in Chicago, Indiana and 
Wisconsin. They saw a 17-inning ball game 


Loretta Vollstedt 


and Floyd Nave 


between the White Sox and Baltimore 


Ricka Schenk and husband traveled to Lawn- 
dale, California via the “City of Los Angeles”’ 
to visit her son and family and other friends. 
They saw Knott’s Berry Farm, the Harbor and 
Marineland, and many beautiful flowers ... 
Among week-end travelers were June John- 
son and family who spent one visiting her 
father in Fort Morgan, Colorado; and Dorcas 
Slater, Evelyn Menke and Jeanne Lytton who 
attended the Pioneer banquet in Lincoln. 
Carol Ryser spent a recent week-end at her 
home in Washington, Kansas... Irene Small- 
don entertained two nieces from Benedict and 
. Karen Fisher’s broken ankle 


Bradshaw 
has mended: Dorcas Slater has moved to 


new home: and Tiny Hanau is helping with 
the pre-conversion work at Auburn ... The 
Dale Lang and Buster Folkers families en- 
Joyed a picnic and fishing on the Blue River. 


The prize catch was an extra large catfish. 


Geneva Area 


by Velma Bock 


Vacations are in the news this month. From 
the traffic department we hear that Barbara 
Nittler enjoyed a two-weeks vacation, and 
from Plant comes news that Reno Weis and 
family are enjoying a week's vacation as this 


is written. 


Hastings Area 


by Elaine Kershner 


Because of the rapid turnover in the traffic 
department, a number of new faces are in 
evidence. Bonnie Einspahr has been instruct- 
ing Lois Johnson and Mary Kimminau. Miss 
Johnson was a former operator in Minden and 
Miss Kimminau was an operator in Annapolis, 
Md. ... Phyllis McCallum also instructed a 
class. Her students were Beverly Picken- 
paugh and Arliss Anderson. We also have 
a new occasional operator, Betty Mooney... 
On Thursday evening, May 28, we had a sur- 
prise ‘‘hankie’”’ shower for Jerri Jaynes and 
Betsy Kieth. Coffee and cake were served 
in the snack bar. Jerri departed to be with 
her husband and two children in Marysville, 
Kansas, where they will make their home. 
Betsy has gone back to Alabama to live... 
Betty Magee recently underwent surgery for 
a throat operation. We wish her a speedy 
recovery and hope to see her back to work 
soon .. . Shirlene Brown has returned to 
work following a leave of absence ... We 
understand Aletha Bennett is becoming quite 
adept with carpenter tools. She has been re- 
modeling a closet ... A number of girls have 
been on vacation. Rosetta Habben visited in 
Omaha for a week-end and spent the rest of 
her time at home. Donna Brunswick jour- 
neyed to the Black Hills, and Marilyn Skarin 
spent a week at home keeping appointments 
with her dentist. Lucy Kuhlman was another 
vacationer, as was Audrey McKeown who 
visited a week with her sister in Rock Island, 
Illinois. Phyllis McCallum visited friends and 
relatives in Kansas, and Minnie Schlitt at- 
tended a convention in Portland, Oregon, and 
then went on to Seattle before returning 
home. As for yours truly, she spent a thrill- 
ing week in Colorado enjoying its ever won- 
drous beauty. 
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With a loan from your Co-op 


Did you know that the Employees Cooperative 
Credit Association just paid 412% interest 
on deposits? 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona J. Kenning 

Area Manager Wellman and the commercial 
office have moved into the new telephone 
building and are enjoying the new offices 
very much... Flowers, direct from Honolulu, 
were brought to the office by H. G. Taedter 
of the plant department. The flowers were 
unusual and beautiful and were sent to him 
by his son for Memorial Day ... Our best 
wishes to Paula Evans, Traffic, who is wear- 
ing a beautiful engagement ring. During the 
first week Paula had her ring, we are sure 
she suffered pangs of fright when it was 
necessary to call the plumber to recover it 
from the kitchen sink drain ... We are glad 
that John Summers, Construction, has re- 
turned to work following a stay in the hos- 
pital at Concordia, Kansas ...R. D. Lemkau 
and family spent some vacation time fishing 
in Minnesota with friends . .. Eva Stutz of 
Traffic spent a week of her vacation at home. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen and Norma Jean Dettmer 


Sophia Windels took two weeks of her vaca- 
tion and went to St. Louis and Springfield, 
Mo. Chester Byard spent a week at home 
but tells us it was no rest. Kay Bassett vaca- 
tioned in Oregon and other western states. 
Elsie France spent a week with her daughter 
in Jefferson City, Mo. Others enjoying 
June vacations were Veltha Poggemeyer, 
Velma Abker, Margaret Watkins, Cleora 
Lawrence, Lorraine Steckly, Edna Komma, 
Elaine Teten, Dorothy Everett, Mary Tackett, 
Gladys Parker, Erman Wheatcraft, Gregg 
Durr, Warren Eltiste and Edward Volkmer 
... Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Neujahr, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ed Ernst, Mr. Ojers, Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
Letellier, Kathryn Owens, Wilma McIntire 
and Lillian Bader attended the annual Pio- 
neers banquet at Lincoln ... Mr. Ernst and 
family spent Father’s Day at Omaha with 
their son and family. 


Plattsmouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 


Alice Sharpnack returned to work after a 
most delightful vacation. She flew to Wash- 
ington, D. C. for a tour of the capital city and 
on to Ocean City, Maryland, to visit her son 
Jerry and family. Ben Anderson is also 
back from two weeks of a most leisurely 
vacation at home. Helen Ofe made several 
small trips to various points of interest, one 
being the Gavin Point Dam at Yankton, S. D. 
... Mr. and Mrs. V. V. Clark attended the 
Nebraska Square Dance Association in Lin- 
coln on June 20. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


Most of the vacationers so far seem to be 
staying close to home. Thus did Shirley Nie- 
mann, Jerry Shipley. and Gus Jensen. Jerry 
Shipley did some fishing at Ogaliala and Gus 
Jensen at Lake Alma in Harlan County.... 
We welcome Dale Bollman who was trans- 
ferred here from Superior. Seward is 
proudly using a newly painted yellow truck. 


Stromsburg Area 
by Betty Beebe 


Vacations are the main topic of the month 
in the Stromsburg Area. Bill Barry enjoyed 
his vacation working around home. Albert 
Andres spent his time fishing in Minnesota. 


. . . Eleanor Hatfield filled in at the Osceola 
commercial office while Betty Beebe enjoyed 
a week’s vacation at home. 


Superior Area 


by Jacqueline A. Busch 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Kubat spent their vaca- 
tion at Ozark Beach, Missouri, where they 
visited Mr. and Mrs. Bert Kline. Mr. Kline 
is retired from the Superior plant department. 
The men managed to get in some fishing .. . 
Clara Mae Chambers is the proud owner of 
a new Ford Galaxie Mary Anderson, 
recently employed as an operator, went to 
Lincoln Thursday afternoon to meet her hus- 
band who returned home from his army 
duties in Germany ... We extend our sym- 
pathy to Josephine Tieskoetter in the recent 
death of her brother. Josephine and her 
family were on vacation near Yellowstone 
National Park when stopped by rangers and 
asked to call home ... Olga Andersen, Traf- 
fic, spent a week visiting her brother and 
family at Farmington, New Mexico. ; 
Geraldeen Williams and husband spent their 
vacation at Cowdrey, Colorado, where they 
enjoyed the fishing—in fact, 88 fish in all... 
On June 5, LaVetta Dunn was honored at a 
party prior to her leaving to join her husband 
who is stationed at Fitsimmons Hospital at 
Denver. 


Sutton Area 


by Catherine Cassell 


Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer attended the 
69th spring commencement of Colorado State 
College at Greeley, on June 3. Their daugh- 
ter, Kay, was a graduate and received her 
degree of Bachelor of Arts with life teaching 
certificate. On June 13 Mr. and Mrs. 
Mankamyer and Mr. and Mrs. Cassell at- 
tended the Pioneer banquet in Lincoln . ; 
Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Moorhead spent two-weeks 
vacation in California . Lucyle Scheide- 
mann spent three weeks in Salem, Oregon, 
visiting her brother and family. 


Tecumseh Area 


by Irene Thies 

Vacationers were Norma Lee Hahn who 
visited her parents in Hamburg, Iowa, and 
Waldo Harrington who visited relatives in 
Yates Center, Kansas ... Mr. and Mrs. Ivan 
Livingston attended the Pioneer banquet in 
Lincoln ... Recent office visitors were Cecile 
Morehead from Lincoln and Raymond John- 
son from Ashland ... Driving a new Buick 


station wagon is Leila Douglas ... That dis- 
ease going through the plant department is 
commonly Known as “Fishing Fever.’ The 


Harold Drake and Ivan Livingston families 
were indulging in the sport over Memorial 
weekend in Harlan County, and “Willie” Wil- 
liams is proud of the 10-lb. catfish he caught. 


Wahoo Area 


by Leona Benal 


June 3 was a memorable day for E. L. Dor- 
land and Mae Meduna at Wahoo. Ice cream, 
cake and coffee were served at a surprise 
birthday party for Mr. Dorland and at which 
time a presentation of an electric fry pan was 
awarded to Mae Meduna for the sales cam- 
paign of the month. Visiting guests included 
H. W. Spahnle, George Keith and Bill Quinn 
: Bill Behrns returned to work after a 
week's vacation of taking life easy and doing 
some boating Francis Nichelson spent 
his time at home remodeling his basement 
and doing some fishing .. . Mae Meduna and 
E. G. Piper attended the Pioneer banquet at 
the Cornhusker in Lincoln . Seven men 
were seen bravely marching down the street 
with nerves of steel toward the doctor's office. 
Reason: Polio shot. Men: Wahoo Plant. 


York Area 


by Kathy Sughrue 


With vacation season nearing its peak, we 
found Area Manager Nelson spending a week 


- J pied eo ¥ et “a F 
¥ i, ae ss 


Always one to go along with a gag, Charles B. 
Meshier, district plant manager, Lincoln, posed 
happily with the rocking chair and blanket that 
were surreptitiously deposited beside his desk a 
few days before his retirement. The jokers picked 
the wrong man, for Charley became so attached 
to the items of comfort that he wanted to take 
them home—which wasn’t in the plan at all. 


of his vacation attending a Boy Scout Instruc- 
tors School in Philmont, New Mexico ae 
Chief Operator Edna Pflughaupt spent a week 
of her vacation at home, and Mary Morrison 
of Commercial planned to ‘‘have fun” in 
Lincoln and at her home in Central City 
during her vacation From the traffic 
department we found Rosie O’Brien enjoying 
some time with friends in Denver, while 
Margaret Sundberg also chose Denver as a 
vacation spot ... Valparaiso, Indiana was the 
destination of Della Bredenkamp and family 
who visited relatives ... Alice Chambers and 
family caught lots of fish while vacationing 
near Broken Bow ... Joan Reetz spent her 
vacation time moving from an apartment in 
York to a farm near McCool... Minnie San- 
mann was also on vacation but her plans were 
unknown ... Yours truly, with sisters Pat of 
Traffic, and Mary, enjoyed a weekend at 
Lake Okoboji . . . Representing York at the 
Pioneers banquet in Lincoln were Mr. and 
Mrs. Boyd Imler and Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Piper. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 
Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


Lunching Ruth Strong at Helen Penner’s 
July 2 was both a happy and a sad occasion. 
It’s happy to contemplate Ruth’s new role as 
stay-at-home mother to Jackie Lea, but sad to 
say farewells to a friend and co-worker 
knowing how she'll be missed. Of course, 
unknowingly asking husband Bill if he 
wanted to talk to Ruth Strong or her replace- 
ment when he called July 1, must have con- 
fused him. After all, could there be a replace- 
ment? He answered he wanted Ruth Strong. 
Don Piersol just wouldn't be the same... 
At long last Phyllis Jelinek welcomed fiance’ 
Tom home from Hawaii on his release from 
the Army. In a now-he'’s-coming-now-he's- 
not routine, Phyl was kept on pins and 
needles for weeks wondering just when he 
would arrive ... The unit welcomed Marge 
Tvrz Armstrong back in mid-June. There were 
still some familiar faces to light with recogni- 
tion... Since the car needed a long distance 
workout, Don Schwenke traveled 1500 miles to 
Chadron and the Black Hills at the end of 
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June .. . The annual pilgrimage to the 
Masonic Grand Lodge convention in Omaha 
was made June 8 and 9 by Dewey Nelsen in 
his capacity as chairman of the Temple Build- 
ing Advisory Committee ... Estella Foght’s 
Minnesota vacation got under way July 3 as 
she and Harold started for the fishing splen- 
dors of Lake Mille Lac, then on to Minneapo- 
lis for their nephew’s wedding and a big 
Foght family reunion ... At this point Verna 
Frerichs is planning the busy month of July. 
The 17th is her last day of work, the 25th her 
wedding, and then off to Amarillo, Texas 
where her new husband will be stationed as 
of August 15 . Also at this point Ralph 
Retzlaff is waiting for the day-or night-meant 
by “any day.’ That’s when the stork is due. 
He knows his way—it’s the third. And unless 
there’s a mix-up, this time it’s a girl. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 
Carol Carlson, Associate Editor 


A week-end trip taken by Cozette Wallman 
took in St. Joe, and Kansas City, Mo., and 
Kansas City, Kans. ... Carol and Ed Carlson, 
along with Bob and Joyce Smith of Nebraska 
City, took a 4th of July weekend vacation to 
Lake Okoboji, Iowa . Eleanor Grabowski 
and family visited Milbank, South Dakota, 
over the 4th ... Darlene Timm, her mother 
and niece, traveled to Colorado to spend two 
weeks ... Alice Zalaiskains spent her vaca- 
tion in Chicago and Cleveland ... Belva 
Jean Gleason traveled to Colorado and took 
in Denver and Estes Park ... Kay Bayless 
went to Cortland to help her parents celebrate 
their 50th wedding anniversary June 14. More 
than 200 friends came to call on the couple 
. . . Barbara Colmer re-joined us in Revenue 
Accounting ... DeLoris Bellinger moved to 
Broken Bow to make her new home. We wish 
DeLoris all the luck in the world ... Clair. 
Jones was recently elected president of the 
Pioneers and we are very proud of her. Con- 
gratulations, Madam President. Marilyn 
Keiner recently started back to work and it 
is certainly nice to have her again ... Nina 
Anderson’s son was married on the 12th of 
July ... Rose Carlson spent a weekend in 
Colorado and also visited Denver and Estes 
Park ... Betty Biggs took a wonderful trip 
to Wisconsin and Arkansas to visit her 
brothers Darlene Hagel-Pitt spent the 
weekend of the 4th in Syracuse and Hastings 
wkere she became better acquainted with a 
new niece ... Sally Greenwalt bade farewell 
to the department and will be at home wait- 
ing for the stork. 


General Traffic 


Marilyn Beckerbauer, Associate Editor 


It is difficult to say which is the best part 
of a vacation—the thrill and anticipation of 
planning, the fun and excitement of the trip, 
or the photographs, souvenirs and memories 
afterwards ... Several members of General 
Traffic have recently returned from vacations 
and are now enjoying the memories ... Lola 
Hetherington went to New York City where 
she attended a Broadway play, visited Rocke- 
feller Center and the United Nations, went on 
Sightseeing tours and did some _ shopping. 
After her stay in New York, Lola then trav- 
eled to Washington, D.C. for more sightseeing 
: Marlene Thompson returned to work 
from her vacation sporting a golden suntan. 
Marlene spent some time at The New Inn on 
Lake Okoboji, Iowa. It seems as though she 
spent as much time on the water as she did 
in the water—the water skiing was fine! . 
It’s back to the classroom and books for R. D. 
Andrews. Rod is attending a four-week pub- 
lic utility executive program at the University 
of Michigan. 
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The happy culmination of an LT&T romance. 
Jerry Ann Isaman, Enginerring, and Arthur R. 
Sharp, now of Accounting, were married June 21 
at First Presbyterian Church, Lincoln. Both, inci- 
dentaiiy, are second generation employees; Arthur’s 
mother and Jerry’s father having preceded them 


in the business. 


Engineering 


Wm. G. Ehrlich, Associate Editor 


Vacations are still going at full speed ahead 
in Engineering. Geo. Bossung and family 
spent two relaxing weeks in Colorado where 
they visited the Air Force Academy, Garden 
of the Gods and numerous other places of 
interest. Tom Goldstein and family went to 
California for their vacation. Al Ager and 
family also went to California and rumors 
seem to be that Mrs. Ager had some difficulty 
getting Al out of Disneyland ... June seems 
to bea pretty good month for new cars. Roy 
Carlson is really enjoying his new Dodge and 
has a long trip planned for it. Pep Saunders 
is now the owner of a new Buick and also is 
planning a trip. Kay Johnson, while on vaca- 
tion, 1S awaiting the arrival of his Ford Sta- 
tion Wagon Congratulations to Jeanine 
Sherman on her recent engagement to Stuart 


Veulek, who just recently returned from 
military service. 


Lincoln Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Visitors the past month were Roy Cleveland 
and J. A. McKinzie ... We are happy to re- 
port that Lyman Neff, who has been on the 
sick list, has been in to see us, and we hope 
to see him back on the job real soon... The 
last day of June was one full of emotion as 
we bid a wonderful boss, whom we are going 
to miss, “good luck” and ‘farewell.’ Mr. 
Meshier was the guest of honor at a couple of 
office luncheons which were held at the Corn- 
husker Hotel. On Wednesday, June 24, he was 
presented with a Past Master’s Masonic ring 
and a FM-AM radio from all his group, which 
includes the Wire Chief’s Section, Switch- 
rooms, Toll Equipment and Service Operators. 
Several came in to see him using the rocking 
chair which was donated for his last week at 
the office ... We all wish to greet and wel- 
come R. H. Gray who will be taking over the 
duties left by Mr. Meshier. 


Custodial 


by Paul Radebaugh 
We are pleased to report Mr. Neff is im- 


proving very rapidly from his recent illness. 
He has been coming down to the office part 
of the time now. We all hope to see him back 
to work soon Elmer Kleckner is still 
having trouble with a stomach ulcer, and 
there is a possibility of him having to undergo 
surgery again ...Ed Mohlman has purchased 
a cabin at Ashland, and is spending his vaca- 
tion there fixing it up and also doing a little 
fishing . . . David Ryan spent a week at the 
Mayo Clinic for a heart check-up. Glad to 
report it was not as serious as expected. 
David says he will have to let up on some of 
his athletics, though. 


Wire Chief's Section, 14th & M 


by Marilyn Jo Osborn 

June has really got the vacation going in 
grand fashion ... Homer Olsen entertained 
his brother from Phoenix, Arizona, on his 
vacation, and also made a few trips to Omaha. 
It seems Mr. Olsen claims he now needs an- 
other week to get even ... Jim Jacobsen and 
wife, accompanied by their nephew, Paul 
Eisenbarth’s son, ventured to Harlan County 
Dam to fish Cecil Semple and wife 
traveled to the Black Hills. Cecil said he 
fished some, but isn’t bragging of the catch 
. . . Wayne and Hazel Higgins tried their 
luck fishing at Gavins Point and Fort Randall, 
and also went sight-seeing through the Black 
Hills ...V.P. Spears and family visited rela- 
tives in Sunny California; they saw Disney- 
land and many other interesting sights . 
Spending a week of vacation at home were 
Roland Wart, Ivan Doran and Roy Mills... . 
Magdalen Heser and a girl friend spent a 
week’s vacation in Colorful Colorado , 
John Shipp and family really had a nice long 
and enjoyable vacation. They spent two days 
in Yellowstone Park, five days in San Fran- 
cisco, California, visiting two brothers, a day 
at Lake Tahoe, traveled to Los Angeles for a 
week and ventured on to Catalina Island, and 
a day in Mexico. Disneyland, Knott’s Berry 
Farm and Marineland were other interesting 
Sights. On the way home they stopped at 
Boulder Dam, Las Vegas and Estes Park... 
Mr. Pattison’s daughter, Mary, and grand- 
daughter, Lori, were in to see us last month 
... Yours truly entertained Ruth Reinke and 
friends at a baby shower given June 16. Ruth 
1s a former service operator. 


Wire Chief's Section—21st & L 


by Art Albers 

Don Haith moved his family here from 
Peru, where his wife was going to college. 
This fall she plans to teach at Northeast High 
School ... Lumir Vosika spent a few days of 
his vacation and the rest of the time catch- 
Ing up on work around the house... Elmer 
Dougherty vacationed by working in the yard, 
resting and visiting with his brother who was 
here from California Bob Hohnstein 
stayed home during his vacation ... Fugene 
Kalkwarf spent his vacation in Iowa and 
Valentine where he did some fishing ‘ 
Francis Smith finished bricking up the out- 
Side of his house on his two weeks’ vacation. 
. . . Ernie Johnson and Philip Bailey both 
spent their vacations by painting their homes 

. . Leland Ward spent a week of vacation 
in Minnesota fishing . . . Roger Weber was 
married during his vacation and they spent 
a week in Smoky Mountain, Tenn., and the 
other week in the Ozarks. 


WT . 

5-1" Office 

by Chris Lyberis 
Kenneth Myhre and family vacationed by 
going to Sioux Falls, South Dakota, to visit 
relatives Lowell Tuxhorn and family 
vacationed in Yellowstone Park ...Al Camp- 
bell stayed home during most of his vacation, 
but he did manage to attend a few races in 
Omaha... Wayne Berkland and Jack Hard- 
esty both spent their vacations by staying at 
home .. . Ivan Hellerich took one week of 
vacation and stayed home. He did try out 
the air-conditioner in his Oldsmobile that he 
recently purchased . Jerry Swenson was 
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married while on vacation and a week was 
spent in Lexington and Johnson Lake : 
We are glad to see Bob Thallas back on the 
job after having been off on sickness dis- 
ability. 


Toll Equipment 


by JoAnn Knapp 


Lloyd Buckland and family vacationed at 
Yellowstone Park and Jackson Hole County. 
While visiting relatives in Montana and Idaho 
they did some prospecting and fishing 2 
Bill Wolfe and family visited with Mrs. 
Wolfe’s folks in Kansas for a weekend 
Perry Caldwell and family vacationed one 
week in the Black Hills. They went to Spear- 
fish Canyon, Silver Lake, and at their cabin 
in Deadwood. While there they had a ride 
on a ski lift to Terry Peak. If anyone gets 
a chance they should ask Sharon how her ride 
was... Jim Landenberger spent a week of 
vacation at home visiting with his two sisters, 
one from Chico, California, and the other 
from Nashville, Tennessee. They had a family 
reunion, as they hadn’ft seen each other for 
eight years ... Clyde Higgins spent a week 
of vacation at home and took it easy. He 
did manage to do a little fishing, though. 


"3" Office 


by Howard Stroup 


Vern Hutchison spent about ten days of his 
vacation at Johnson Lake, and reports that 
fishing was pretty good Bill Templin 
was married in Iowa, and then they went to 
the Black Hills. Due to car trouble they did 
not take as much vacation as planned, which 
was to Yellowstone Park and Colorado. 


"6" Office 
by R. R. Guthrie 


Yours truiy took the second week of his 
vacation and spent it painting the house... 
Lowell Brown took some time off last month 
and was married June 16. They spent some 
time in Iowa. 


Lincoln Traffic 
Unit One 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


The news bag is full of glamorous vacations 
as there are points on the compass and, like 
the compass, they are in all directions. Min- 
nie Allen chose the southland for her long 
motor trip this year. Pascagoula, Miss., was 
her destination and she visited all the tourist 
attractions coming and going . Although 


Quite appropriately, on this page, we publish 
the picture of the bride’s father, B. A. Isaman, 
supervisor of planning. With the wedding over— 
bills all paid — Mr. Isaman contentedly contem- 
plates that his plans worked very well. 


Betty and Allan Behm have been married for 
several years, they report that Niagara Falls 
looks just as scenic and beautiful as if they 
were on their honeymoon ... Helen Pierson 
took the train to Los Angeles for an all too 
brief week with friends and relatives ‘ 
Rexine Bretta picked Boston as the focal 
point of her vacation journey this year. 
Rexine says it is a bit of a task to keep 
three small boys amused on such a long trip 
. Eloise Baldwin stayed in town but en- 
joyed the company of her sister from Ana- 
heim, Calif. . Wilma Wergin motored to 
St. Louis for a week with relatives 
Nadine Lacey and parents purchased a new 
car and drove to Washington for a two-week 
holiday ... May Beaty stayed at home with 
the exception of a day at the races and after 
that she couldn’t afford to go out of town... 
Evelyn Dravland spent two weeks in North 
Dakota with relatives . We congratulate 
Aletha Mason on receiving a new diamond 
... Alice Tovey took advantage of her vaca- 
tion time to move into a new apartment. 
When Linda L’Heureaux took a call from a 
trib not long ago, she said: “Is that X as in 
X-ray?’’ The trib operator answered: ‘‘No, it’s 
xX as in box.’’ ... We were happy to see 
Carolyn Becker back at work. Carolyn, who 
is attending summer school at Boulder, 
stopped off and worked for two weeks while 
visiting her mother Teacher Shirley 
Snyder picked up one of her student’s tickets 
the other day and was surprised to see that 
the called place was “New Heaven, Conn.” 
Shirley thought that was an easy way to get 
there ... When Donna Donovan was on vaca- 
tion in Atlanta, Georgia recently, she bought 
a pair of rain clogs and while walking up a 
hill she lost one of them when her mother 
stepped on her foot. Donna tried to limp 
gracefully away from the scene but happened 
to glance down at the bottom of the hill and 
Saw her poor, bedraggled shoe swirling about 
in the water in a ditch and a crowd of people 
really giving her the haw haw. Her mean 
brother walked along as if he didn’t know 
her. He said she acted like one of the local 
hillbillys who wasn’t used to wearing shoes. 


Lincoln Traffic 
Unit Two 


Vera M. Wasson, Associate Editor 


Vacations are still with us. Flying to San 
Diego, California, to visit her brother and 
family was Louise Schmidt. Darlene Multer 
also spent her vacation visiting friends and 
relatives in California . Dorothy Grafton 
enjoyed a week of her vacation the first of 
July. Dorothy evidently wanted to surprise 
herself, so insisted she wouldn’t know until 
the first day of leisure just how it would be 
spent. Of course, there were rumors of some 
new dress material imported from Hawaii, so 
we'll be looking and “‘listening”’ for this! . 
Viola Clough spent a week with a brother in 
Boulder, Colorado. Ali sorts of interesting 
treks into the high country of beautiful 
mountain lakes and waterfalls had been 
planned for Viola With one sweeping 
gesture Bernadine Thompson killed three 
birds with one stone, so to speak. She moved 
into a new apartment, doing spring house 
cleaning as she did so, and then started her 
vacation the next day. On the agenda was a 
fishing trip, so we all waited with bated 
breath to hear the tall tales about the “big 
ones” that got away ... One of the proudest 
young men in LT&T-land is the husband of 
Mary Kay Powers. The Powers are both 
taking the Dale Carnegie course and Mary 
received a special award for her talk on ‘‘her 
marriage day.’ Perhaps the subject matter 
had something to do with it, but Mr. Powers 
was quite delighted that Mary won the award 
—and we're quite proud of her too! . 
Frances Duryea and husband enjoyed the 
visit of their sons, Capt. and Mrs. Paul Dur- 
yea and children from Dayton, Ohio, and Don 
Duryea of Houston, Texas, during the week of 
July 14... .Kathyrn Benecke spent the July 
4th week end seeing the sights in Denver.... 


Lois Wolfe and husband spent the weekend 
visiting in St. Edward and Columbus 

Jane Marshall visited in Clear Lake, Iowa, re- 
cently . Cecile Moorehead visited her 
father and brother in Kansas City ...Pat Lee 
and family spent a weekend at Du Bois fish- 
ing and Pat claims they had real good luck. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Marcia V. Watson, Associate Editor 


Mabel Lipskey and husband purchased a 
new home at 12th and Van Dorn, and Mabel 
took a week’s vacation to get settled in the 
new surroundings . Francis Darnold and 
Dorothy spent three weeks visiting in Califor- 
nia... Mr. and Mrs. John Reed sojourned 
a week in Oklahoma ... Herman Studier and 
wife traveled east for two weeks ... Mina 
Jorgensen flew to California early in June to 
attend the supreme session of the Daughters of 
the Nile which was held at Long Beach. The 
members of the patrol from Naphis Temple, 
of which she is a member, participated in 
several exhibition drills during the session. 
On June 12 she flew back to Denver to spend 
two days with her sister and family, flying 
back to Omaha on June 14... George Keith 
is a proud grandpa. His daughter, Beverly 
Keith May, a former employee of the supply 
department, presented him with a grandson, 
James Richard May, Jr., on June 21—Fathers’ 
Day ... Walter F. Roberts spent a week in 
mid-June attending the American Society of 
Personnel Administration convention in Mil- 
waukee. Later in the month he departed for 
a week’s fishing trip to Canada ... Tillie 
Boyd went out Chicago way to visit her 
daughter and enjoy her five grandsons. On 
the way home she visited relatives at Mason 
City, Iowa . Merle M. Hale combined a 
little vacation with a lot of business. He, and 
Mrs. Hale, went first to White Sulphur 
Springs, Virginia, to attend an executive 
board meeting of the USITA. Then they 
attended the Shrine convention at Atlantic 
City, followed by a motor trip to New York 
City and home through Canada. 
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LT&T Fights Polio Outbreak With Booster Shofs 


“Retired” Club 


We are very sorry to learn that Florence 
McKie, associate editor for this column, spent 
the last half of May in a hospital bed. Thus 
she has been unable to gather the news from 
our retired folk. Miss McKie, now at home 
and improving in health, does not lack for 
help in her convalescence. Three sisters are 
visiting her from out of town at this writing 
and two others live in Lincoln. The family of 
eleven children, all living, originally were 
from DeWitt. Miss McKie also had as house 
guests, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Sellner, of Omaha. 


Supply 


by Mary L. Wynn 

Bruce Seamark was elected vice-president 
of the recently formed Lincoln Chapter of 
Boy’s Town Alumni Association ... Eddie 
Wait, who is on military leave of absence, is 
now a full-fledged tactical instructor. He 
completed the course with the highest average 
out of the top ten in the class. Congratula- 
tions are also due Eddie as he received an 
achievement award certificate Sammy 
Lawrence’s vacation included a tour of the 
Rocky Mountain Park, Mesa Verde and Great 
Sand Dune of Colorado, the Timpaogos Cave 
in Utah and a visit with relatives in both 
states ... Jim Schellenberg visited relatives 
in San Lou Valley, Colorado .. . Bill Hartz 
and Red Frazier had “honey do” vacations. 
According to them it was ‘Honey, do this” 
and ‘‘Honey, do that.’ However, Red built a 
garage and Bill did house remodeling ... Les 
Ellis reversed the custom and entertained 
relatives from California, Washington, D.C., 
So. Dakato and Minnesota during his vacation 
. . . Jake Isley painted his house ... Dee 
Sullivan helped relatives with their harvesting 
. .. Larry Davis went sightseeing in Minne- 
sota and Wisconsin Sylvia and Elvin 


Hoaglin spent the 4th of July weekend in 
Colorado visiting their son, Jim, who is at- 
tending summer camp there... George Graf, 
Nelson Liesveld and Paul Flowers are having 
a bout in the hospital. 


The recent outbreak of polio cases across the nation has been a cause of grave concern among 
medical authorities. In Nebraska alone the number of deaths from the disease were exceeding that 
of 1952, the year of the state’s worst polio epidemic. It is generally agreed that a booster shot is 
desirable even though one has taken the three required shots of the initial treatment. 

Accordingly the personnel department made arrangements to obtain the booster shot for LT&T 
employees, offering it free to those who desired it as part of the employees’ health program. The 
response was so heavy in Lincoln that Dr. Finney, company physician, set up shop in two locations; 
one at 14th and M club room on June 11, the other in the new garage building at 21st and L on 


June 15. 


In the picture the hour approaches five as our weary doctor notes that the line that formed at 
one o’clock shows no sign of growing shorter. At the head of the queue are three engineering 
employees: George Bossung, Gary Clifford and Don Neill. Seated at far left is Joan Moorberg, 
personnel secretary, who is checking off the names of those facing the needle. In Lincoln alone, 


570 booster shots were given. 
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CONGRATULATIONS , JOHN, THANK YOU SiR -| HOPE 


HERE'S YOUR DIPLOM ! Jam MY BOY FRIEND, MARY 
) We GEIS ONE, foo! 
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I. J. Devoe, newly elected to the Lincoln school 
board, had the honor of presenting diplomas to 
505 graduates of Lincoln High and managed to 
call every one of them by the wrong name. He 
had name cards giving the order of their appear- 
ance, but somehow fell two names behind at the 
very beginning of his performance. He stayed by 
his guns, though, even if he did have the vague 
Suspicion that something had gone wrong. 


Driving along a lonely highway, Ted Husing, 
Tecumseh, overtook a car, driven by a lady 
whose purse was hanging precariously on the 
back bumper. He drew alongside, shouting: 
"Lady, you're losing your purse!" She 
thought it was a holdup and tore down the 
road with Ted in hot pursuit. He finally 
got in front and forced her car to a halt. 
Even then he had difficulty convincing her 
he was not a highwayman. 


Marvin Joosten and Dick Tejcka, Lincoln Plant, 
found a set of keys in an alley behind an 
undertaking establishment and went in the rear 
door to return them. They walked through an- 
other door marked "Private — Keep Out" and two 
seconds later were rounding the corner at the 
end of the block on the dead run. If the 
undertaker wants his keys he's got to come and 
get them. 
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NOW MAX, DON'T 
LOSE YOUR TEMPER ! 


66 


—_ Oo 
Art Holcomb and Max Walker stopped at a 
cafe for a cup of coffee before going to 
an important meeting. Art, who likes 
lots of cream in his java, asked Max to 
order cream also, for Mr. Holcomb's bene- 
fit. In making the switch, Mr. Walker 
managed to spill the pitcherful all over 
his blue trousers. It took a waitress, 
with a bucket and mop, a full ten minutes 
to clean up the suit and the floor. 


Bob Kennedy, Engineering, on a "working" 
vacation, was driving a panel truck down 0 
street. It was loaded to the top with 
lumber. Bob stopped for a red light, but 
accelerated too rapidly when it changed to 
green, and his entire cargo went clatter- 
ing into the middle of one of Lincoln's 
busiest intersections. It took care of 
his spare time for the next few hours. 


WE NEED A MAN OF VISION; A MAN WITH DRIVE , 

DEERMINATION, FIRE 5 A MAN WHO CAN INSPIRE- 

OTHERS ; A MAN WHO CAN PULL HIS BOWLING 

4EHM INTO THE FIRST DIVISION ! 
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We hear Walter F. Roberts has a new form 
of interview for young male applicants. 


Jim Vanderslice, Lincoln Com- 
mercial, is working to improve 
his enunciation after answer-— 
ing the telephone by name, the 
other day, and having the 
calling party reply, "Banker's 
Life? How in the world did I 
ever dial your number?" 


WELL, | GOTTA HURRY 


OR I'LL BE LATE 


Wes Haas, General Shop, was 
a little late the other 
morning and rushed out the 
back door and to his- car 
carrying the coffee pot in- 
stead of his lunch pail. 


HOW CAN THINGS LIKE THIS 
ALWAYS HAPPEN To ME ? 


H. A. (Willie) Williams, the 
mighty fisherman of Tecumseh 
Plant, gathered up his family 
and headed for the Harlan 
County Dam for the July 4th 
weekend and only after un- 
packing his belongings did he 
find that he'd left his fish- 
ing gear at home. 


The cutover committee. From left: Dan Smith—district wire chief, Clyde | George Eggleston—area manager 
Burge—district manager, George Eggleston—area manager, James C. Smith— Floyd Pohlman for making the fir 
in charge of cutover at new office, and L. G. Saunders—engineer. ment. 
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Myron Birdsley—wire chief, about to give the 
signal to pull the heat coils at the old Auburn 
office. The “pullers,” from left: M. E. Johnson, 
Amel McVay, Harry Rogers, Fenton Kipling. 
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Harlan Gillespie monitoring the first long distance 
call over the SATT equipment. 


Fred McCormick checking in at the new Nemaha 
office for the pulling of the “’skivvies.”’ 


st long distance call over the new equip- 


Months of toil and effort were 
directed toward a single, thrill-packed 
moment: precisely at one o’clock, Sun- 
day morning, July 19. That instant 
marked the end of the manual system 
at Auburn and Nemaha and ushered in 
the era of the dial. 

It also brought direct distance dialing 
to telephone users at Auburn, Brock, 
Brownville, Johnson, Nemaha and 
Peru. The DDD area ior this group 
includes Lincoln, Omaha, Grand Island, 
Hastings, Beatrice, Falls City and most 
other dial exchanges of the territory. 


An immense amount of labor is in- 
volved in converting an exchange of 
Auburn’s size to dial operation. Pre- 
liminary work there involved the erec- 
tion of a new building at 15th and L 
streets; the renovation of outside plant; 
the installation of new switching and 


George Damon making cuts at the new board at toll handling equipment; changing of 
all subscriber sets; and provision for 


Brownville. 
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The abandoned manual switchboard at Auburn, Gladys Neugebauer, regular night operator at 
after the cutover. Auburn. 
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left, offers his plush new office to Mayor 


Auburn Joins 


Nemaha Follows Suit in  Cutover of July 19 


Dorothy Biggerstaff attending the turret in the commercial office at Auburn. The “farewell picture’ 


Dial Parade 


terminating local and long distance cir- 
cuits at the new location. 


Then came the activities that are 
essential ingredients to all successful 
cutovers—the testing and re-testing of 
thousands of connections and the train- 
ing of personnel in cutover procedure. 
And at last the final hour was at hand. 
Tensions mounted as crew members 
took their stations. The manual board 
was cleared of calls and the count-down 
began. Last moment reports told that 
all was well and the signals were given 
to begin the cutover. 

Deliberately — almost slowly — the 
various steps were completed, for a 
cutover is not a time for haste or confu- 
sion. Yet it was only a matter of sec- 
onds until the changeover was effected. 

The story of these activities can be 
better told with pictures. On these 
pages the News presents the coverage 
of the entire cutover procedure and the 
personnel involved. 


At the cutover “free lunch” table. From left: 
Mesdames George Eggleston and Myron Birdsley, 
with Marcelene Behrends, of Commercial. 


of the Auburn manual board. From left: Vivian 
Kinghorn—chief operator, 


Irene Combs—traveling instructor, June Taylor, 


Elvera Boden, Deanna Remmers, Betty Whitlow, Barbara Haynes, Hazel 
Armstrong, Judith Tunks, Oakel Butler. 


The “subscriber instruction” girls, who worked 
prior to the cutover. From left: Dorothy Bigger- 
staff, Deanna Remmers, Mary Bornemeir—super- 
visor of methods, Marcella O’Bryan, Oakel Butler. 


Ferne Bade, chief operator at Nemaha, pulling 
the picks at the new office. 


Jack Ruble preparing to pull the heat coils at the 
new Nemaha office. 
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All set to go! At the signal from James Smith, 
lower right, W. H. Husing, E. T. “Jack” Little and 
D. L. McCoy pulled the picks from the line relays 
of the new eauipment while Warren Drake, rear 
right, pulled heat coils of the tie cable at the 
main frame. 


Auburn’s new toll equipment was brought into 
service when Ernest Barney removed the dummy 
plugs from the jacks at the foll testboard. 
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Among those present, from left: L. W. Cleveland, general traffic 
superintendent: M. M. Hale, vice president: Clyde Burge, district 


manager: K. L. Lawson, general commercial superintendent. 


Auburn’‘s beautiful new telephone building occupies th se 
L streets. The structure is faced with red Rancho brick and Indiana limestone, wi 


an aluminum marquee. 
section of the engineering department, with Don Christle a5 architectural supervisor. 


e southwest corner of 15th and 


It is a product of the drawing boards of the building design 


Open Doors at Auburn 


Auburn citizens didn’t have long to wait for a glimpse be- 
hind the scenes of their new telephone system, for an Open 
House was scheduled soon after the cutover. In response to 
mailed invitations and newspaper advertisements, the tele- 
phone public streamed through the beautiful new building at 
15th & L streets during the afternoon and evening of August 
4. There they had a conducted tour of the exchange; saw 
demonstrations of local and DDD dialing; saw historical 
and modern telephone exhibits; were served refreshments 
and given souvenirs. The tally sheet registered more than 
1200 guests. 
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Ivan Haith, at rear, dcwrcnstdales the ieeat dialing unit. 


The commercial office. Dorothy Biggerstaff waits on a customer, Ferrell 
Sifzman, at the drive-in payment window. The others, from left: Marcelene 
Behrends, Alta Kelley and Beverly Rademacher. 


Working in the various phases of the Open House were 
Irene Combs, Mary Bornemeier, Dorothy Biggerstaff, Emma 
DeJonge, Marcelene Behrends, Alta Kelley, Beverly Rade- 
macher, H. O. Gillespie, G. E. Damon, W. L. Drake, L. D. 
Keedy, Ivan Haith, Dick Fischer, Don Hester, E. T. Little, 
S. M. Carr, F. L. Kipling, Betty Thomsen, Grace Heigl}, Bill 
Quinn, Norma Lee Hahn, Marcella O’Bryan, Dorothy Scheele, 
M. E. Johnson, W. H. Husing, J. C. Smith, A. L. McVay, 
Dan Smith, Bill Eckles, G. E. Eggleston and Loran Powell. 
A. B. Gorman, advertising manager, was in general charge. 


After the tour, the guests assembled in the garage space for pécskniena, 
souvenirs and a chance to rest their tired feet. 
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The Kempfs receive a royal greeting on their stopover at Lincoln. 


From left: B. A. Isaman, K. L. 


Lawson, W. D. Quinn, H. W. Spahnle, M. M. Hale, Mrs. Kempf, Mr. Kempf, R. K. Ghormley, B. J. 


Sievers, Tyler Ryan, Walter F. Roberts. 


for Frontier. 


Standing in the plane doorway: Sue Chamberlain, stewardess 


Big July Extension Sales Prize to Harold Kempf 


Hastings Couple Spends Memorable Weekend at Swank Muehlebach in K.C. 


Harold F. Kempf, of Hastings Plant, 
was the winner of the July extension 
drive. Harold was credited with 18 
extension sales for the month—enough 
to lead the field by a comfortable 
margin. 

So, with some misgivings, Mr. and 
Mrs. Kempf set off to collect the win- 
ner’s reward—a weekend at the 
Muehlebach Hotel at Kansas City. 

Neither had made a trip by airliner 
before and when they heard that a 
delegation was to meet them at Lincoln 
they weren’t so sure they would care 
for all the pomp and ceremony. But 
by the time the Frontier plane touched 
wheels at the Lincoln airport they were 
thoroughly sold on that method of 
travel. 

The welcome that awaited them as 
they alighted from the plane dispelled 
any lingering doubts that the weekend 
was to be one of the most pleasant and 
memorable of their lives. 

No visiting dignitary ever drew such 
a turnout of company representatives, 
but the Kempfs were completely at 
ease during the half-hour stopover. 
At noon they boarded a second Frontier 
liner for Kansas City, arriving there in 
time to enjoy a two o’clock luncheon 
after checking in at the hotel. 


Immediately they devoted their time 
to the task of keeping up with the 


agenda. It seems to be a policy of the 
Muehlebach that its special guests must 
be kept in a state of constant activity. 
There were almost too many atten- 
tions—flowers and refreshments await- 
ing their arrival and afterwards they 
were kept in motion many hours a day; 
living it up according to the ambitious 
schedule. The Muehlebach had con- 
tracted to keep them amused and pro- 
posed to do so—come what may. 

The highlights of the sojourn were 


Starting on their journey, the Kempfs were 
escorted to the plane by Hank Wentink, wire 
chief, left, and Ed Flowerday, area manager, right. 
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their appearance at a big-league game 
between the Yankees and Athletics and 
at the stage show, Lil Abner. They 
were plied with food—both in their 
hotel room and in the swank Picardy 
Room of the hotel. Notable people who 
crossed their paths included Mickey 
Mantle, who ate at a nearby table; His 
Honor, the Mayor of Kansas City, who 
introduced himself to them in an ele- 
vator; and not the least, John Spady, 
who sat close to them at the ball game. 


The Kempfs fiew back to Hastings 
Sunday afternoon. To them this will 
never be a lost weekend. They’ll re- 
member it for the rest of their lives! 


Meanwhile, other prizes have been 
won in the monthly drawings. We are 
unable to publish pictures of the prize 
presentations in this issue. Maybe it 
can be done later. The July winners 
were: Harold Drake, Tecumseh; R. C. 
Hawkins, Lincoln; R. H. Berggren, Ash- 
land; and Phil Eckles, Sutton. The lucky 
ones for August were: R. G. Bruning, 
Pawnee City; Betty Jo Schlief, Super- 
ior; Virginia Wurtz, Lincoln; and Grace 
Heigl, Plattsmouth. 

From January 1 to September 1 the 
Sales Participation Plan has produced 
the following statistics: 255 employees 
have participated; 1922 service requests 
have been received; 2481 sales were 
completed for an added annual gross 
revenue of $42,516. 
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Among the “first come-first served’’ in the supper line was Dean Hobson, 


standing at left-center. 


The youngsters used up their free ride tickets under the watchtul eyes of P9r€nts and doting grand- 
In first boat: Mark Higgins. 


parents. Riding the waves are: 
Hardesty. Back seat: Deanne Griffin and Bruce Haberman. 
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In second boat; 
In third boat: 


: front seat: Susan 
Kim and Carrie Wart. 


In the late afternoon, the old ball diamond is taken over by the younger generation, intent on turning 


their athletic skills to ready cash. 
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Another view of the supper crowd as darkness 
began to fall. The huge throng overflowed the 
Picnic area and the “end-of-the-liners’” ate their 
meals in the booths at King’s Ballroom. 


Huge Throng 


The scooters serve as a good outlet for traffic emotions; and bumps were 
plentiful. At left: Ivan Hellerich demonstrates the proper method of crushing 


an opponent's fender to his son, Doug, age 11. 


at Annual Picnic 


Crowd of 1594 at Cap’ ifol Beach on August 8 
is second largest in picnic history 


There’s some mighty accurate guess- 
ing being done in these parts. Take, for 
instance, the general picnic committee’s 
decision to provide for a crowd of 1600 
at this big, annual affair. The estimate 
missed the actual attendance by only 
six! When the registration books were 
closed at suppertime the tally stood at 
1594. 


Also, Walter Roberts’ weather fore- 
cast held true for this, the last picnic to 
be held under his direction. He is 
forced to select the picnic date in early 
spring and, as usual, the weatherman 
responded by sandwiching a perfect 
outing day among a string of scorchers. 
The temperature on August 8 stood at 
a pleasant 82 degrees at 4 p.m, just 
right for frolicking. . 

The registration desk and carnival 
booths opened at 2 o’clock. At 2:30 the 
kiddies’ treasure hunt got under way 
and the horseshoes began to clang 1n 
the long elimination tournament. An 
archery exhibition held the attention of 
the crowd at 3:30 and at 4 o’clock the 
games and contests began in the lower 
field. 


Dozens of young athletes turned pro- 
fessional long enough to collect cash for 
their performances in the contests. 
First-place winners were: Gary Smith, 
Douglas Roth, Marlene Estelle, Sherry 
Estelle, David Zimmerman, Joyce Ver- 
saw, Mary Alice Park, Dean Kissinger, 
Mark Weaver, Gary McKeown, Laura 
King, Larry Foster, Mary Liesveld, Ray 
Johnson and Gene Van Allen. They 
won their titles under the watchful eyes 
of Judges Paul Winscot, Sterling Nel- 
son and Curtis Sieck. 


f 


q ‘ 


Carnival winners were: Mary Her- 
gert, Judy Ager, Jim Geist and Paul 
Hartz. Jack Little and Harlan Gillespie 
survived the tournament as horseshoe 
champions. Four people guessed the 
temperature on the nose and Jim Story 
won the drawing for the prize. Hattie 
Staley identified the Mystery Person as 
Mae Meduna, of Wahoo. 

Among some interesting attendance 
statistics were these: 35% of the group 
were employees— 65% were family 
members and guests. 413 picnickers 
came from 24 towns other than Lincoln. 


The supper was a bit late in arriving 
but was worth waiting for. The menu 
included fried chicken, au gratin pota- 
toes, baked beans, relishes, cole slaw, 
buttered bread, ice cream, coffee and 
orangeade. The food melted rapidly 
away under the onslaught of the hun- 
gry horde. 14 fine door prizes were 
awarded following the meal. Then the 
evening was turned over to Bingo for 
the elders and rides for the young. A 
total of 5833 tickets were used by the 
latter on the rides and concessions. 
Meanwhile the Bingo players were 
doing quite well, collecting the numer- 
ous prizes offered for filling the cards. 

The general picnic committee was 
composed of Lyle Reighard, chairman, 
Mary Beaty, Don Neill, La Vaugn Red- 
dish and Florence Tatman. With them 
toiled 125 or more other willing 
workers whose names we fear to pub- 
lish lest some should be omitted or, 
worse yet—misspelled. Let it be said 
that each had a specific and important 
part in making the day a great success. 


Our clowns are becoming an established 
Here, Gerald Carter awaits the arrival of his audience at the balloon stand. 


The other picnic clown (not shown) was Jim Geist. 


The “Bug,” a thrill ride, was pretty well worn out 
by the time our picnickers were ready to call it 
a day. 


institution at company picnics. 


The kiddies’ Ferris Wheel was one of the most 


popular rides and was 
throughout the evening. 


brimful 


of youngsters 


Homer Olsen, registration chairman, left, dispensed the door prizes. The others, from left: Lyle Reighard, 
general chairman; Ewald Ochsner, Hastings (who just won a prize), and Walter F. Roberts, personnel 
director. 
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Sophia Windels 
Syracuse 
45 Years 


Lorraine Steckly 
Nebraska City 
15 Years 


F. F. Kubat 
Superior 
40 Years 


Evelyn Menke 
Fairbury 
15 Years 


I. L. Olson 
Lincoln 


15 Years 


if .2. Ss. fe 
R. H. Berggren 
Ashland 
10 Years 


H. L. Whitney 
Superior 
40 Years 


Hattie Marquardt 
York Seward 


40 Years 35 Years 


Service Anniversaries 


A5 YEARS Sophia Windels, Syracuse. 


A2 YEARS A. O. Andrews, R. J. Donaldson, 
Lincoln; W. A. Letellier, Nebraska City. 


A1 YEARS D. R. Smith, Lincoln. 


AQ YEARS F. F. Kubat, H. L. Whitney, Su- 
perior; Hattie Marquardt, York. 


39 YEARS Erma _ Dixon, 


Staley, Lincoln. 
38 YEARS Eva Davis, Weeping Water; L. H. 


Pierce, Lincoln. 


36 YEARS R. H. Gray, H. M. Studier, Lin- 
coln; Edith Mattson, Stromsburg. 


35 YEARS Lydia Jones, Seward. 

34 YEARS Myrtle Henline, Lincoln. 

33 YEARS R. D. Andrews, B. J. Sievers, 
M. C. Walker, Vera Wasson, Lincoln; Vey 
Warren, Beatrice. 

32 YEARS G. E. Damon, Auburn; E. T. 


Dougherty, L. W. Neff, G. E. Walroth, Lin- 
coln; R. J. Weis, Geneva. 

31 YEARS R. J. Connors, W. R. Knee, Lin- 
coln; C. E. Hedstrom, Hastings; Kathryn 
Owens, Nebraska City; Alex Pauley, York. 

30 YEARS Ruth Fleischmann, V. B. Mussel- 
man, Lincoln; F. D. Nave, Fairbury; Dora 


Plessel, Seward. 


28 YEARS MHotilda Eurich, Friend; Camilla 
Taddiken, Lincoln. 
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Geneva; 


R. H. Hunzeker 
Sutton 
10 Years 


at 8 jie 


G. L. Sinner 
Sutton 
10 Years 


26 YEARS Ruth Rittenhouse, Hebron; Dan 
W. Smith, Lincoln. 


24 YEARS A. L. Ager, Lincoln. 
23 YEARS G. T. Henderson, Lincoln; E. W. 


Neujahr, Syracuse. 


22 YEARS Beryl Leslic, Fairbury; Ada Shipp, 
York. 


19 YEARS Rose Denson, Nebraska City. 
18 YEARS H. E. Olsen, J. R. Shipp, Gladys 


Trumble, Lincoln; Vera Sweetser, Fairbury. 


17 YEARS Helen Adermann, Geneva; Knud 
Arngren, Ferne Burns, Leta Holscher, M. E. 
Royce, R. A. Stall, D. W. Utterson, Lincoln; 
W. R. Behrns, Wahoo; O. B. Dill, David 
City; G. E. Eggleston, Auburn; Jeanne Lyt- 
ton, Fairbury. 

16 YEARS Lillian Campbell, F. P. Condos, 
Lincoln; Audrey McKeown, Hastings; Ethel 
Park, Crete; Ricka Schenk, Fairbury; Mary 
Tackett, Nebraska City; Alys White, Beatrice. 
15 YEARS Clara Chambers, Superior; Rethal 
Falk, Beatrice; Shirley Hess, I. L. Olson, 
Lincoln; Evelyn Menke, Fairbury; Lorraine 
Steckly, Nebraska City. 

14 YEARS J. D. Behrns, David City; Claude 
Clary Jr., Plattsmouth; H. G. Cudaback, 
Pawnee City; George Fleck, Duane Grove, 
A. L. Higgins, C. F. Hutchison, Lincoln: 
C. ip Novak, Crete. 


Me & Fyrom gue 
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F. L. Kipling Earl Moats 
Auburn Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 


Ruth Fleischmann 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


Vv. B. Musselman 
Lincoin 
30 Years 


Fairbury 
30 Years 


August-September, 1959 


13 YEARS Nettie Baker, B. T. Hayes, F. L. 
McCormick, D. R. McKean, Hastings; Emilie 
Bleich, Fairbury; F. D. Hamilton, R. L. 
Hohnstein, J. D. Lewis, R. W. Swanson, 
R. M. White, Lincoln; Edna Komma, Ne- 
braska City; L. R. Reed, York; H. C. Rogers, 


Auburn; John Scheierman, Geneva. 


12 YEARS E. W. Drewel, Mary Goracke, 
E. O. Lytle, Lyle Reighhard, M. O. Schnet- 
der, Lillian Sowers, Lincoln; D. R. Joynt, 
Hastings; Marcella O'Bryan, Beatrice; M. L. 
Pilfold, Weeping Water. 

11 YEARS J. H. Bauer, Superior; Wayne 
Berkland, G. R. Bossung, W. J. Cotton, Jr., 
L. G. Ellis, Ivan Hellerich, M. E. Nickell, 
Ronald Smith, Berthamae Ward, R. R. Wen- 
dell, Lincoln; Velma Bock, Geneva; John 
Buck, York; Rolland Drake, Beatrice; H, F. 
Hansen, Linneah Johnson, David City; Ruby 
Clites, Nebraska City; Jack Ruble, Fairbury; 
H. A. Williams, Tecumseh. 


10 YEARS R. H. Berggren, Ashland; R. H. 
Hunzeker, G. L. Sinner, Sutton; F. L. Kip- 
ling, Auburn; B. C. Macholan, Earl Moats, 
R. R. Schweitzer, Lincoln; G. D. Murrish, 
Hastings; Donna Nienaber, Beatrice; Veltha 
Poggemeyer, Nebraska City; M. D. Sorenson, 
Wahoo. 


G. D. Murrish 
Hastings 
10 Years 


R. R. Schweitzer 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


9 YEARS Darlene Acord, Crete; G. R. Clif- 
ford, John Dittenber, J. W. Landenberger, 
LaVaugn Reddish, Jacqueline Sheldon, 
R. J. Turner, Thelma Wisen, Lincoln; R. D. 
Lemkau, Beatrice; Mildred Roberts, Wymore; 
Charlotte Wright, Osceola. 


8 YEARS Philip Bailey, Reah Churchill, 
R. E. Kennedy, W. A. Weygint, Dorothy 
Wise, Alise Zalaiskalns, Lincoln; Bonnie 
Teel, Nebraska City; M. K. Welsh, Platts- 
mouth. 

7 YEARS Eileen Brauer, Seward; G. L. Ben- 
ner, Hastings: E. P. Canarsky, Wahoo; Vir- 
ginia Coffey, Thomas Fuller, Joan Jones, 
D. F. Neeman, A. H. B. Seamark, Jr., Joan 
Sprouse, W. L. Templin, Alvine Upitis, Lin- 
coln: Vera Nolte, Daykin; J. A. Rhodes, 
Tecumseh; Berniece West, Nebraska City. 
6 YEARS WW. L. Buckland, A. D. Campbell, 
Houghton Furr, L. D. Jones, Dean Man- 
son, Paul Metcalf, L. A. Tuxhorn, Velda 
Wickenkamp, Lincoln; Bertha Duba, Crete; 
D. L. Fisher, Humboldt; J. J. Richards, Ne- 
braska City. 

5 YEARS Jean Bales, Fairbury; J. S. Ehlers, 
Darlene Hagel-Pitt, D. E. Neill, Jacqueline 
Schizas, J. H. Shephard, R. E. Sorensen, 
Betty Tribble, D. L. Yarmon, Lincoln; Mar- 
lene Kirchoff, Tobias; Vera Norvell, Te- 


cumsch. 


Donna Nienaber Vv 
Beatrice 
10 Years 
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Dora Plessel 
Seward 
30 Years 


eltha Poggemeyer 
Nebraska City 


10 Years 


Rethal Falk 
Beatrice 


15 Years 


Shirley Hess 
Lincoln 


15 Years 


Clara Chambers 


ae 


Superior 
15 Years 


M. D. Sorenson 
Wahoo 
10 Years 


Behind the 


lron Curtain 


Houghton Furr Tells of 
— Experiences and Observations 
While Visiting Russia 


Of all LT&T vacationers, Houghton 
Furr, secretary-treasurer, probably 
traveled farther, saw more things of 
intense interest and was the most re- 
lieved when the trip was over. 

On a continental tour—three weeks 
from New York and return—he visited 
Paris, West Berlin, East Berlin, Prague, 
Moscow, Leningrad, Helsinki, Stock- 
holm, Amsterdam and Brussels. Most 
of the time was spent behind the “iron 
curtain,” including five days in Moscow 
and three days in Leningrad. 

Mr. Furr’s group was composed of 11 
Americans, about half of them from 
Lincoln. The notion for the trip grew 
from his exposure to some good adver- 
tising by a tourist agency; from the 
urging of his wife; and a desire to see 
life and conditions in Russia first- 
hand. With so many in the group it 
was often possible to evade the “In- 
tourist guide,’ the ever-present male 
chaperon who directed their steps to 
places cleared for foreign visitors. On 
several occasions Mr. Furr was able to 
steal out to cafes and other public 
places for unauthorized observations 
and conversations with “the man on the 
street.” 

From these clandestine tours and 
from official visits to factories and 
points of interest, he formed the opin- 
ion that the Russian people are fooling 
themselves when they proclaim they 
are approaching America in their stand- 
ard of living. 


But they seem willing to be fooled, 
for few Russians show an intellectual 
curlosity about the American way of 
life. Mr. Furr talked to some who ob- 
viously were so thoroughly indoctri- 
nated with the Communistic viewpoint 
that they were unwilling—or afraid— 
to listen to another. There is a steady 
stream of Communist and anti-Amer- 
ican propaganda. 

His interest in pipe organs prompted 
his visit to several churches. He found 
them in deplorable state. There are 
only 19 active churches in all Lenin- 
grad, a city of 3,300,000 population, and 
these show no signs of recent mainte- 
nance and repair. Churches are not per- 
mitted to make collections and cannot 
accept donations; so it is small wonder 
they can hardly survive. All of the 
ancient great cathedrals have been 
turned into museums. Church-goers 


It’s better when he tells it! Mr. Furr appeared on the program of the recent managers 


meeting 


and almost stole the show with his descriptions of the Russian way of life. 


mainly are elderly people. Party mem- 
bers have learned it does not pay to 
espouse religion, for atheism is encour- 
aged and rewarded throughout the land. 

One of the achievements of Commu- 
nist Russia, often pictured in American 
magazines, is the building of imposing 
arrays of large apartments. Mr. Furr 
gave them particular attention and 
found they seemed to follow one design 
and apparently were erected from a 
single set of prints. He describes them 
as “rectangular piles of mud-colored 
masonry.” The construction is of un- 
believably primitive and poor quality, 
especially the interiors. Apartments 
now being built and included in the 
next 7-year plan are of four plans. The 
lowest class, which represents the great 
majority, consists of two rooms and 
feature—as a modern touch—a solitary 
sink. There is a community kitchen for 
from two to four apartments. There is 
one community bathroom on each floor. 
There are usually four or five people 
living in such an apartment. The second 
class includes a tub and kitchen. The 
other two classes are somewhat larger 
and boast of bathrooms. 

In his hotel was a pretentious marble 
lobby, but the floors above it were of 
raw wood. The architecture was crude 
and unimaginative, bathroom fixtures 
old and the plumbing almost useless. 
There were no stairs, no fire escapes 


and the elevators were indescribably 
slow. 


“If they catch up to where we were 
25 years ago,” he said, “they will have 
to tear most of their new buildings 
down and build them up again to mod- 
ern specifications. They are now build- 
ing slums.” 


. The only beautiful building he saw 
in Russia that had been built under the 
Communist regime was Moscow Uni- 
versity. The other beautiful buildings, 
such as the Kremlin and St. Basils in 
Moscow and the palaces and St. Isaacs 
in Leningrad, were all built under the 
czars. 

There seems to be little unemploy- 
ment but most of the heavy manual 
work is done by women. They even 
sweep the street with brooms made by 
tying twigs to sticks. Everywhere, it 
seemed, there was a tremendous waste 
of labor. In the stores he found an 
overabundance of clerks, yet service 
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was non-existent. There are no de- 
liveries, no credit, no complaints, no 
return and almost no wrappings. 

Prices are fantastic in some essential 
fields. The customer gets no fittings 
on such things as shoes and _ shirts, 
dresses and suits. One just doesn’t see 
a good-looking woman. They wear 
neither cosmetics nor girdles. 


Taxicab drivers couldn’t care less if 
they pick up a fare or not. Waiters are 
numerous but woefully slow. After 
taking an order they may disappear for 
half an hour or so before returning 
with a several-course dinner on a 
Single tray. 

There seems to be little individual 
incentive. Everything is directed by 
the state... . where to work, where to 
live and, with prices set by the govern- 
ment, it can even dictate what the in- 
dividual is to eat and wear. 

The Russians seem to have difficulty 
in figuring their change and use the 
abacus almost exclusively in their com- 
putations. 

In all his travels in Russia he saw 
very few young men other than police- 
men and soldiers on leave. | Where they 
were, he could only surmise. 


Russian telephones work pretty well 
but are quite unattractive and obvi- 
ously of poor workmanship. Plastic and 
colored sets seem to be non-existent. 
Telephones are not part of the lives of 
the masses. They are found in hotels, 
stores, government offices and in the 
offices and homes of some professional 
people. A few public telephones may 
be seen about the city. But nowhere did 
Mr. Furr see a telephone book. He in- 
quired about the directories and was 
told they were printed once a year and 
could be purchased at any book store. 
So he went to a book store and was still 
unable to find one. 

There was a telephone in his hotel 
room equipped for out-dialing, but he 
found it almost useless. He could not 
even use it to dial the desk for room 
service, for Russian hotel people do not 
provide for such frills. 

Time must be reserved beforehand 
to make a long distance call and a state- 
ment given as to the length of the pro- 
posed conversation. Mr. Furr was able 
to place a call to Lincoln and could hear 
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Death of Howard (. Smith 


The human mind has no answer for 
the riddle of Death and why, upon oc- 
casion, it strikes down those who are 
apparently in the glow of health and 
strength. So the news 
was received almost 
in disbelief that 
Howard C. Smith, 
Lincoln chief switch- 
man, had fallen to a 
sudden heart seizure 
while in his office on 
Friday morning, 
July 17. 

Less than an hour 
before his death he 
had radiated robust 
health as he greeted fellow workers at 
the 15th and M building at the begin- 
ning of another working day. 

Indeed it is difficult to picture How- 
ard Smith in anything but robust 
health. His very size and muscular 
build attested the fitness of his body. 
Oldtimers recall his athletic prowess, 
particularly in baseball, and the tower- 
ing home runs that rocketed from his 
bat—one or two, it seemed, in every 
game. He was a man of diverse inter- 
ests and spent much of his leisure time, 
in recent years, pursuing the hobbies 
of bow-hunting and photography. 

Mr. Smith was born at Harvard and 
began his telephone career there as a 
helper in April 1917. Later he was 
lineman at Hastings and Beatrice, wire 
chief at Adams and manager at Tal- 
mage, Dunbar and Ceresco. From 1923 
to 1928 he was combinationman at Wa- 
hoo and Lincoln. He worked the next 
ten years as switchboardman at Lin- 
coln, going to Seward in that capacity 
in 1938. 

In 1941 he returned to Lincoln as 
specialman and became equipment fore- 
man in 1942. He was named assistant 
chief switchman in 1947 and in Janu- 
ary 1949 was promoted to acting chief 
switchman. In November of that year 
he was appointed chief switchman. He 
completed 40 years of credited service 
in August 1957. 

Mr. Smith is survived by his wife, 
Viola; four sons and one daughter. 
There are 11 grandchildren. Two of 
his sons work for LT&T; Donald in 
Lincoln Plant and “E. D.” as a construc- 
tion foreman. The family asks the 
News to extend thanks for them to 
the many in our organization whose 
favors and thoughtfulness helped them 
so much in the first days of their loss. 


H. C. Smith 


Benefit Claims Paid 


Following is the total amount of claims paid 
by the Telephone Employees’ Mutual Benefit 
Association during July and August 1959: 


Primary Members ...61 Claims ......$7,146.85 
Dependents. .-.....-----+-. 56°  Clatmis: x... 3,807.20 
$10,954.05 


"That Was Good Service’ 


We suspect that a high percentage 
of our customers, when they complete 
a long distance call, are surprised at 
the clarity of the conversation; per- 
haps at the rapidity 
in which the connec- 
tion was made. Some 
of them might think 
to themselves, “That 
was good service.” 

A smaller percent- 
age of them might 
turn to someone in 
the room and give 
voice to the thought. 

And smaller still is 
the percentage that 
sit down and write a 
letter complimenting the company and 
its people on the grade of service they 
receive. 

That’s why it was refreshing to re- 
ceive the following letter, written on 
the stationery of The Lincoln Star: 

“T would like to take this oppor- 
tunity to express my appreciation for 
the tremendous help one of your 
long distance operators gave us this 
evening in our effort to contact Rep. 
Don McGinley in Washington. Since 
his unlisted number had been 
changed, it required considerable 
work to reach him, but your operator 
was most helpful and very pleasant 
through the whole thing. She is in- 
deed a credit to the fine service of 
your company and I hope you will 
express my gratitude to her.” 

Sincerely, 
(s) Betty Person. 

And Carole Ross, of Lincoln Traffic, 
Unit I, was quite astonished to be 
singled out for the compliment, for it 
was she who worked the connection. 
A young lady of a year’s switchboard 
experience, she remembered only that 
she had completed the call according 
to routine and training. 

L. W. Cleveland, general traffic 
superintendent, commenting on the 
letter, undoubtedly was right when he 
told Melba Richards, chief operator, 
“T am sure this is but one of thousands 
of calls each month that are being 
carried on efficiently and pleasantly by 
your operating work force, and I would 
consider it a personal favor if you 
would make my thoughts known to 
them.” 


Carole Ross 


Headlines 


Sylvestor Nespor, Fairbury Plant, com- 
pleted his term August 12 as Grand Knight 
of the Knights of Columbus local council. 

Busy man at Hastings, lately, was John 
Spady, who is co-chairman of the Little 
World Series. 

Chariene Bogel and Linda Turner, Fair- 
bury Traffic, were among the candidates for 
Queen of the annual boat show at Crystal 
Springs. 
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Lura Blackman Retires 


Lura E. Blackman, former chief op- 
erator at Ashland, joined the rolls of re- 
tired employees at her request on July 
17 to close a span of service that ag- 
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gregates 20 years, yet | 
dates back to long- — 
ago 1915. | 


It was in June of | 
that year that Lura ~ 
Graham took her 
place at the Ashland 
switchboard as a stu- 
dent operator. The 4: 
price-wage spiral “i 
that began with ENG sy 
World War I had “=s#:: 
not yet made itself 
evident in this part of the country and 
Miss Graham was quite happy with the 
salary of $17.50 per month that was the 
standard rate for beginners. In July 
1918 she was promoted to assistant chief 
operator and the following January re- 
signed to be married. She reappeared 
on the Ashland payroll for four months 
during 1919-20 and worked for a year 
during 1921-22 when she resigned again 
because of illness. 

It was in October 1944 that Mrs. 
Blackman returned to permanent em- 
ployment and was chief operator at 
Ashland until the conversion of the 
exchange to dial operation in 1957 
when she transferred to a position in 
Lincoln Traffic. 


Iron Curtain 


Continued from Page 10 


pretty well, but could not make himself 
heard. 

East and West Berlin have about the 
same population but the telephone book 
of West Berlin is three or four times 
thicker than that of its Communist 
neighbor. Mr. Furr talked with an 
operator from East Berlin who was 
visiting in the western sector. She 
vowed she was having the time of her 
life. She told him that in East Berlin 
she would not be permitted to talk to 
an American. It was also impossible to 
change her job. 


He took a Russian plane out of the 
country to Helsinki, then boarded a 
Swedish transport for Stockholm. The 
contrast between the planes was oOver- 
whelming. Stepping into the Swedish 
plane, he said, was like getting out of 
prison. The floor was clean, the seats 
comfortable, the stewardess polite and 
pretty. And in Stockholm’s beautiful, 
well-stocked stores, he could once again 
order items to be gift-wrapped, de- 
livered to the hotel and charged to his 
American credit card. It was only a 
small vignette of Freedom, but to Mr. 
Furr it was one of the highlights of the 
entire trip. 


In these times when nearly every- 
thing we do is complicated with space- 
age gadgets, it is comforting to come 
across a process we can understand. 
So we enjoyed watching the moving of 
the 2-Office switches from the old Auto 
building to its new home at 15th and M. 
The switches were lowered from a sec- 
ond-story window—a few at a time—by 
means of a rope hoist, to the alley 
below. There they were deposited in a 
hand truck and trundled to the new 
office where they were modified, in- 


Rosenthal Gets Glimpse of the Good Old Days 


stalled and cut into service. 

In the picture, John Drake, of 2- 
Office, is dispatching a boxful of 
switches from the high window as Bill 
Rosenthal, Jr. and Leon Eckman lower 
away. Bill and Leon are members of 
the Automatic Electric installation 
crew. 

Mr. Rosenthal is a man of the new 
school and doesn’t cotton to old-time 
methods. He thinks there must be a 
better and safer way to get the equip- 
ment to its destination. 

As evidence, he exhibited a bandaged 
finger, a bruised shoulder, two barked 
shins and a lump on his head. 

And he tells this story of his expe- 
rience with the rope hoist: 

“T pulled the box up to the window,” 
he said, “and John loaded it up with a 
whoie lot of switches and swung it out 
over the alley. I didn’t realize the box 
was heavier than I was until it pulled 
me off the ground. When I was half 
way up it clipped me on the shoulder 
as it was coming down. I couldn’t let 
go of the rope then, and the next thing 
I knew, my finger got caught in the 
pulley at the top. Meanwhile the box 
hit the pavement and the bottom fell 
out, spilling switches all over the alley. 
Then I was heavier than the box and 
I passed it again as I came whizzing 
down. That’s when it banged into my 
shins. I hit the alley pretty hard and 
the rope jerked out of my hands and 
while I was sitting there, wondering if 
I was alive, the box came down again 
and hit me on the top of the head.” 

All of which proves we are still in 
the space-age and that all jobs are com- 
plicated. 


Unless, as we suspect, Bill was only 
fooling. 


Elizabeth Johnson Retires 
Mrs. Kinghorn New Crete C.O. 
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Vivian Kinghorn 


Elizabeth M. Johnson, chief operator, 
Crete, drew to a close a long career of 
service dedicated to telephone sub- 
scribers of that exchange. She retired 
August 15 under the provisions of the 


employees’ pension plan. 


All of Mrs. Johnson’s credited service 
was registered at the Crete switch- 
board. She was employed by the local 
telephone company in June 1928 and 
was appointed chief operator in Sep- 
tember 1943. After the purchase of the 
Crete Telephone Company by LT&T 
and its inclusion into our system in the 
early ‘fifties, a resolution by the board 
of directors allowed full credit to the 
transferring employees for their terms 
of service with the Crete company. 
Thus, Mrs. Johnson retired with a 
record of more than 31 years. 

She was succeeded by Vivian W. 
Kinghorn, who was chief operator at 
Auburn prior to the conversion of that 
exchange to dial in mid-July. Mrs. 
Kinghorn also is a veteran of the 
switchboard. She began adding to a 
service span of more than 32 years as 
she took over her new duties at Crete. 
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Dials For Davenport 


Councilman Marvin Vieselmeyer making the 
first long distance call over the new system. 
Area manager Ernest Wellman stands at right. 


LT&T tallied its 104th dial exchange 
with the conversion of Davenport at 
10 a.m., August 5. The equipment chan- 
neled the first long distance call from 
Marvin Vieselmeyer, Davenport coun- 
cilman, to K. L. Lawson, general com- 
mercial superintendent at Lincoln, and 
soon was responding to the dialing of 
most of the town’s subscribers as they 
began testing their new system. 

The improvement project cost about 
$50,000, which included the construction 
of a new CDO building; the renovation 
of pole line and cable plant by John 
Summers’ construction crew; the in- 
stallation of the dial equipment by 
Ernest Barney, Fred McCormick and 
Ron Francis, ably overseen by George 
Keith; and the replacement of tele- 
phones by a crew of installers including 
A. L. Ackermann, R. L. Wilson. C. W. 
Hayes, J. C. Jensen, R. H. Hunzeker, 
Harold Saathoff and Max Melvin. The 
cable splicing was left to the capable 
hands of Ray Strauss. 

Telephone numbers at Davenport 
now have seven digits consisting of two 
letters and five figures. The letter pre- 
fix is EMpire. This is preparatory to 
the advent of direct distance dialing 
which will become available to Daven- 
port in a few months with conversion 
of the Hebron exchange to dial service. 


Good Work By Bruning V.F.D. 


A weed fire of unknown origin 
spread along the highway south of 
Bruning on Sunday, August 9, posing 
a threat to our toll line leading to 
Hebron. The Bruning volunteer fire 
department turned out to extinguish 
the blaze. Later that night the fire 
broke out again and the firemen made 
a second run to bring it under control. 

In appreciation of their efforts in 
averting damage to the pole line, LT&T 
later made a $25 contribution to the 
organization’s treasury. 
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Detective Work by L. D. 


Verletta Alexander, of Lincoln 
Traffic, received a note enclosing a 
dollar bill in the morning’s mail. The 
note read: 


“I wish to thank 
you so very much for 
your help in locating 
me in North Holly- 
wood last Friday 
(August 28) so I 
could rush home to 
my brother’s funeral. 
You were most 
efficient and I ap- 
preciate it.” 

Verletta’ remem- 
bered the unusual 
circumstances of the call and the fact 
that it had taken 1% hours to complete 
it. A man had been discovered lying 
dead in his home at Lincoln and a 
neighbor placed a call to the deceased’s 
sister, a Mrs. Johnson, of Omaha. A 
call to the Omaha telephone reached a 
temporary disconnect. The sister was 
out of town on vacation. The calling 
party remembered that Mrs. Johnson 
had a son by a previous marriage who 
was a Presbyterian minister in Oma- 
ha, so Verletta began calling the min- 
isters of that denomination one by one. 
On about the seventh try she reached 
the right telephone only to find that 
the object of this search also was out of 
the city. But the minister’s secretary 
knew his mother was visiting the 
Smiths, or some such name in Cali- 
fornia. She thought a relative in Lin- 
coln might know the town in which 
the Smiths lived. 

Back to Lincoln and a local cail — 
and Verletta was equipped with most 
of the essential information. Now she 
only had to find the right Smith in 
North Hollywood. That was only a 
process of elimination and she had 
worked too long now to give up on the 
call. So at long last and many Smiths 
later, the party was reached. Verletta 
breathed a satisfied sigh and spied an- 
other light on the switchboard. “Long 
distance,” she said. One never knows 
what adventure lies behind the tiny 
signal light. 


Richard Dobson Dies in Fall 


Richard Dobson, 21, son of George 
Dobson, former area manager at Platts- 
mouth and York, met tragic death in a 
200-foot fall while mountain climbing 
near Lake Tahoe, California. Richard 
was on a vacation trip. George Dobson 
worked in the Lincoln business office 
from 1929 to 1939 when he went to 
Plattsmouth as area manager. In 1942 
he became area manager at York, re- 
signing in 1944 to enter business with 
his brother in California. 


Verletta Alexander 


Two-day Managers 


ve 


The new Congress Inn, west of Lin- 
coln, swarmed with telephone people 
as our exchange and area managers 
congregated for a two-day seminar, 
September 2 and 3. Reservations had 
been made at the Inn to accommodate 
the group for an overnight stay. 

The meeting’s agenda included sub- 
jects for discussion from all depart- 
ments and covered broadly the changes 
in methods and reporting brought about 
by the new billing and collection sys- 
tems, realignment of authority, mili- 
tary installations, dial conversions, etc. 


The all-day sessicns also were de- 
signed to present a review of estab- 
lished practices, with the problems pe- 
culiar to the several departments taken 
up in turn, with department neads pre- 
siding. 

A social hour and dinner was heid ijn 


Meeting af Lincoln 


An informal picture of an informal talk, as Merle M. Hale addressed the meeting in the evening 
session of September 1. At left foreground is H. W. Spahnle, who attended to the arrangements. 


the evening of September 2, with de- 
partmental staff members joining the 
group. Afterwards, Merle M. Hale, vice 
president, gave an interesting talk on 
the state of the company and the many 
new events and developments that have 
a bearing on its future. Houghton Furr, 
secretary-treasurer, presented a most 
entertaining dissertation on the Rus- 
sian way of life, from experiences gath- 
ered on his recent trip abroad. 

Although the swimming pool beck- 
oned invitingly, none of the telephone 
men ventured in. They were too busy 
with the labors at hand—mainly at- 
tending the sessions and digesting the 
information that was heaped upon 
them. There’s no doubt that all of them 
returned to their respective bailiwicks 
with a more comprehensive knowledge 
of their jobs and the workings of the 
company. 


Lamberson Turns Grocer 
Arthur E. Lamberson, testman of 
Lincoln Plant, packed up the tools of 
his trade on the last day of August and 
made ready to begin a new career as a 
neighborhood grocer. Mr. Lamberson 
has worn out several sets of hooks and 
. » pliers in his long as- 
. sociation with the 
telephone business. 
_ The record book 
_ ~ credits him with 
ve. - more than 42 years 
of service and his 
actual experience 
at _ with LT&T dates 
» _ back to August 1915. 
4 It was then that he 
PAS" first worked for the 
Arthur E. Lamberson company asa 
groundman at Lincoln. Several other 
terms of brief employment found him 
working the lines at Raymond and 
Beatrice. He received his rating as 
combinationman at the latter city and 
in June 1920 he was appointed manager 
at Talmage. 
In November 1920 he moved to Cook 
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as manager for a stay of more than 
two years. He then began a seven-year 
stand as manager at Humboldt. 

He moved to Plattsmouth as first- 
class combinationman in November 
1930 and was there nearly ten years 
when he received a serious injury in a 
fall. He worked in the general shop at 
Lincoln for several months during 1941 
before returning to his former position 
at Plattsmouth. He also worked at 
Weeping Water and Nebraska City 
before transferring to Lincoln as com- 
binationman in 1944. He moved in out 
of the weather as local testman in 
August 1950. 


Mr. Lamberson has purchased the 
Little Giant Grocery at 3021 North 52nd 
Street and is already enthusiastically 
engaged in learning the ropes of a new 
career. He ought to make a success of 
it, too, for Arthur is a friendly and 
helpful person by nature, and these 
are essential ingredients for attracting 
trade and cementing good customer 
relations. 


Lincoln Telephone News 


Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 8, Nebr. 


The Best Bargain 


A prominent radio commentator 
made the statement the other day that 
service calls on appliances are really 
something to be reckoned with. We 
don’t remember all the facts and fig- 
ures aS we were trying to pass a milk 
trailer. He ended with a statement that 
you probably should expect to pay $20 
for service for every $100 invested in 
electrical appliances. It’s easy to see 
paying $7 to fix your $12 toaster or $20 
to have your vacuum cleaner put back 
into operating condition. 

Golly—we don’t charge anything to 
keep you telephone in operating condi- 
tion! Mr. and Mrs. Subscriber, you 
really have a good deal in telephone 
service! 

The LEICH Line 


Our New Associate Edifor 


We are pleased to introduce to our 
News readers Sandie Gibson, of Dis- 
bursement Accounting, who, a bit tim- 
idly, takes over the chores of associate 
editor for that section. Sandie’s reluc- 
tance stems from the 
fact that she must 
follow Diane Feld- 
stein in this’ en- 


deavor. 

And Diane, since : 
she began writing _ 
the column in June \ 


1956, has proved a 
master of journalistic 
skill and has won a 
wide readership with 
her talented use of 
the pen. She now departs on leave of 
absence. 

But Sandie need have no worries. 
She wrote the column for this month 
and exhibits a free-flowing style of 
writing that surely will win a follow- 
ing in its own right. She is a June grad 
of Lincoln Hi and appeared on the 
LT&T payroll before the ink was dry 
on her diploma. She majored in steno- 
graphic work in high school, but was a 
member of the Irving News staff in 
Junior High, 


Sondra. Gibson : 


Our Cover 


All too few are those who were for- 
tunate enough to attend a country 
school. There is something mundane 
and fundamental in the sight of this 
time-honored symbol of American 
Heritage that cannot be captured by the 
finest, modern seat of learning. Their 
days, unhappily, seem to be numbered; 
for consolidation and efficiency are at 
work in replacing them with fewer and 
more pretentious structures. 


But wherever there are schools there 
are children to fill them and we, be- 
hind the steering wheel, should give 
them our undivided attention to protect 
them from possible injury—or worse. 
When you approach a school zone, slow 
down; be alert. Give the kids a break! 


New Stock Issue 


The State Railway Commission, on 
August 31, approved a new issue of 5% 
LT&T “convertible” preferred stock in 
the amount of 30,000 shares at a par 
value of $100 each. 


The new issue, first of its type to be 
offered by LT&T, contains provision for 
its conversion into common stock at the 
option of the holder on the basis of 1.6 
shares of common for each share of con- 
vertible preferred if the conversion is 
made prior to October 1, 1964. If con- 
verted within the next five years, the 
basis will be 1.5 shares of common to 
each share of preferred. After October 
1, 1969, the basis will change to 1.4 com- 
mon to 1 preferred. 


Present stockholders are given first 
rights to subscribe to the new stock. 
Warrants have been issued which en- 
title them to purchase one share of 
convertible preferred for each nine 
Shares of common stock held of record 
at the close of business on August 27, 
1959. 

The entire offering is underwritten 
by nine investment houses, of which 
Dean Witter & Co., of Chicago, assumes 
the largest obligation. 

The net proceeds from the stock sale, 
after expenses, will be used to reduce 
bank loans which have been incurred 
to finance our recent heavy construc- 
tion and building programs. 


Winning Slogan 

Many telephone folk participated in 
the Cornhusker Editors Association con- 
test for a slogan to be used in Lincoln’s 
coming United Fund campaign. The 
winning slogan “We show we care by 
the way we share,’ was submitted by 
an employee of the Continenal Na- 
tional Bank, who will receive a $25 
Savings Bond as a reward. 
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W. W. Eden, with the model building. 


The new general office building is 
complete—at least in miniature. So 
that the structure could be viewed in 
its exact proportions, a scaled model 
was ordered from a local craftsman who 
specializes in this field. It was de- 
livered a few weeks ago and our build- 
ing engineers rubbed their eyes in dis- 
belief. Even with a magnifying glass 
it was hardly possible to find a detail 
or an item that was not depicted exactly 
true and to scale. 

W. W. (Bud) Eden gave it a critical 
inspection and remarked, “With this we 
can present management with a com- 
pleted building on schedule.” He refers, 
of course, to the sad but unsolvable 
problems that are mounting delays in 
the completion of the building. 

Excellent progress was made in the 
earlier stages of construction, but there 
suddenly developed a critical shortage 
in certain fields of skilled labor and as 
the coordination was disrupted between 
the various trade groups at work in the 
building, some of them were withdrawn 
to other points to await the time they 
could complete their work. Not always 
can they be brought back at the proper 
stage—and other crafts that follow 
theirs must then wait their turn. Delays 
are sort of a chain reaction. 

However, certain areas required for 
equipment expansion and office hous- 
ing have been made available as 
scheduled. 

Occupancy of the new quarters will 
come sooner for some departments than 
others for there will not be a general 
moving day. Certain groups will make 
the move as their rooms and offices are 
completed. A schedule of dates, as yet, 
is unavailable. 


Pension Payments Increased 


By action of the LT&T board of 
directors on August 27, certain changes 
were authorized in the Plan for em- 
ployee pensions which will materially 
increase the amount of most pension 
payments. The action applies both to 
presently retired employees as well as 
to those who will receive service pen- 
sions in the future. 


The changes become effective Octo- 
ber 1. They apply to Section 4, Para- 
graph 2 of the Plan, which will now 
specify that the annual pension allow- 
ance for each employee retired with a 
pension on account of age, length of 
service or disability shall be, for each 
year of the term of employment: one 
percent of the average annual pay dur- 
ing the FIVE years next preceding re- 
tirement; or for the FIVE consecutive 
years during which the employee was 
paid the highest rate of wages. 

The former basis for pension compu- 
tation was the average annual wage 
for the last or highest TEN years of 
employment. 

Minimum pension payments will be 
raised from $100 to $115 per month 
for a person who has attained the age 
of 65: and from $75 to $85 per month 
for one who has not attained age 65. 


It Takes People 
To Help People 


Next month the people of Lincoln 
will again be called upon to extend a 
helping hand to others through their 
contributions to the United Fund of 
the Red Cross and Community Chest. 
Other towns of LT&T land have vari- 
ous similar solicitations under the Red 
Feather banner. 

Machines can do things undreamed 
of in days gone by. They can go faster 
and higher; they can work compli- 
cated mathematical puzzles; they can 
take over the functions of our body’s 
parts during operations. 

But there are still many things which 
only people can do. No machine can 
comfort a frightened child or help a 
troubled family. No machine can lead 
a group of young people on a hike, or 
conduct research in our medical labor- 
atories. It takes people to help people 
this way. 

It takes people—generous people—to 
raise money for the health, welfare and 
recreational services that help make 
their communities better places to live 
and work. 

Machines may have “brains” but 
people also have hearts. 

When we’re asked to help we should 
use both our brains and our hearts. 
The community has many needs and 
we should give generously but wisely. 

By giving the United Way, we help 
support a balanced and economical pro- 
gram of health, welfare and recreation. 


Author Shirley Plautz, who asks: “Why did they 
keep staring at us, like we were something from 
Mars?” 


Shirley and Marlene Plautz, sisters 
of Lincoln Business Office, had a har- 
rowing experience the other night 
when they tried to take a “short cut’ 
from northwest Lincoln toward their 
home near Denton. The most direct 
route lay through the Lincoln Air Force 
Base and that’s the way they went; 
clad in bathing suits — yet! 


Lillian Sowers, associate editor for 
the department, asked Shirley to tell 
of the adventure — and Shirley did, 
with gestures. Trouble was the ex- 
planation was too long for Lillian’s 
column. We’re glad to give it the space 
it deserves in this section of the News. 

This is Shirley speaking: 

“It was hot! Even our swim hadn’t 
cooled us off. We missed the turn on 
the highway and decided to take a short 
cut through the Base. We made a 
whizzing turn past the sentry, leaving 
him and his little white outhouse in 
the dust. He whistled loudly and I 
waved acknowledgement. 


““That sign said something about 
dimming your lights,’ Sis reprimanded. 
Out went our lights and we breezed 
along at 45 miles an hour. I thought 
it was stupid for the Air Force to ex- 
pect one to see in the dark so I turned 
the headlights back on. We didn’t like 
what we saw — numerous narrow dark 
streets, barracks, armaments and 
masses of desolate dark buildings. 


“All at once I ground to a screeching 
halt as a barricade loomed up in our 
path. ‘A dumb place to build a fence,’ 
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Plautzes Take Over the Air Base 


Sis commented, ‘right in the middle 
of the road.’ With delicate procedure 
we got turned around, followed some 
curves, jolted over a bridge and found 
ourselves on a main road with other 
cars. Following the flow of traffic we 
soon reached a sentry gate. 

“ TDarned if this isn’t the same place 
we entered,’ I said. I pulled over to the 
sentry house, put my tousled head out 
the window and shouted, ‘Say, didn’t 
we just come in this gate? I’m con- 
fused.’ 

“That was the wrong thing to do. 
He ordered us to park at the road- 
side and fired questions about decals 
on windshields, did we have connec- 
tions with base personnel, etc. His eyes 
widened when I retorted that we were 
civilians taking a short cut. ‘Now,’ I 
said, ‘can we go?’ 

“We couldn’t, because he was speak- 
ing over the telephone. ‘I got a pickup 
on that blue Ford that run the gate,’ 
he was saying. RUN THE GATE? That 
sounded awful. All we did was drive 
through. He was still talking. “Iwo 
girls in bathing suits, what'll I do with 
them?’ 

“Our female intuition told us things 
weren’t going well. The poker-faced 
sentry made another comment: ‘Don’t 
you girls know,’ he said, ‘that this is 
a federal offense and you could get 
six months in jail?’ 

“Pale and shaken we watched two 
APs drive up and instruct us to follow 
them — right to the proverbial ‘“clink’”’ 
complete with bars on the windows. 

“The APs escorted us to a man with 
fancy stripes, sitting on a pedestal. 
Miraculously, enough of my voice was 
spared so I could rattle on, weakly, 
‘I’m sorry, all we wanted was to take a 
short cut. If you would put up some 
road signs we could have found our 
way without all this fuss. We didn’t 
take anything; in fact, we didn’t even 
stop except to turn around at that silly 
barricade. Honest, Mister, You can 
search us. We never took a thing...’ 

“Not a word from anyone. ‘Sir,’ I 
ended, with due respect. My machine 
had all but run out. 

“Dead silence — and WHY DID 
THEY KEEP STARING AT US LIKE 
WE WERE SOMETHING FROM 
MARS? 

“Finally the fancy-striped man did 
speak. ‘May I see your identification, 
please?’ I was able to find an identi- 
fication card and breathed silent thanks 
when he said, ‘Take them to the O 
Street entrance and turn ‘em loose.’ 

“‘Oh, thank you, Sir,’ we chorused. 
‘We promise we won't ever do this 
again.’ 

“From the look on his face I think 
he believed us.” 


W. L. Eckles, Jr. 
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James C. Smith Frank Fisher 


Accounting 
Robert Adkisson, janitor, Lincoln Plant, 
to printing machine operator. 


Sandra Gibson, machine operator to ad- 
vanced clerical. 


Arthur Sharp, advanced clerk, Supply, to 
staff assistant. 


Berthamae Ward, machine operator to 
advanced clerical. 
Commercial 
Joanne Beyke, clerk, Hastings, to service 
representative, Lincoln. ; 
Irene Oltman, operator, Traffic, to clerk, 
Superior. 
Engineering 
Harold Brady, Accounting to Engineering. 
W. L. Eckles, Jr., Beatrice Plant to Engi- 
neering. 
G. E. McCown, engineering assistant to 
engineer. 
Merle O. Schneider, Supply to Engi- 
neering. 
Dan W. Smith, Southern District Plant 
to Engineering. 
James C. Smith, Auburn Plant to En- 


gineering. 


Happiness Ahead 


Sandra Catron. Lincoln Commercial, be 
came the bride of John Hoppe in a cere- 
mony performed at St. Mary's Cathedral in 
Lincoln on August 8. 

Dan Fisher, Lincoln Plant, and Mary Alice 
Jennings of Davenport were married at the 
First Methodist Church itn Davenport on 
August 9. They will live at Santa Ana, 
California. where Dan is stationed in the 


Marine Corps. 
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Dan W. Smith M. O. Schneider 


Promotions 


Transfers 


Title Changes 


Plant 

R. L. Cotton, shopman to equipment re- 
pairman, Supply. 

Larry Davis, clerk to advanced clerical, 
Supply. 

Frank Fisher, switchman to chief switch- 
man, Beatrice. 

James Frye, splicer’s helper to  splicer, 
Construction, Lincoln. 

Donald Gilmore, switchman, Beatrice, to 
installer-repairman, COE, Auburn. 

Donald Leber, groundman to lineman, 
Construction, Beatrice. 

M. D. Morrison, janitor, Lincoln Custo- 
dial, to garage serviceman, Supply. 

H. E. Saathoff, switchman, Beatrice to 
Hebron. 

F. F. Stoll, groundman to lineman, Con- 
struction, Beatrice. 

Irvin Weber, janitor, Supply, to frame- 
man, Lincoln Switchroom. 

Traffic 

Hazel Armstrong, Auburn to Lincoln 
Unit I. 

Ferne Bade, Nemaha to Lincoln Unit II. 


The wedding of Lewis Hinkley, Engi: 
neering, and Mary Otto took place August 
Y at First Lutheran Church, Lincoln. 

On June 28, Lois Johnson, Hastings Traf- 
fic, became the bride of George Schinidt 
in a ceremony performed in the Bethany 
Lutheran Church at Minden. 

On August 8, Kay Mankamyer, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer of Sut- 
ton, was united in marriage to James Graff. 
The ceremony took place in the Federated 
Church at Sutton. The couple will live in 
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G. E. McCown 
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Rita Vyhlidal 


Donald Gilmore 


Elvera Boden, Auburn to Lincoln Unit I. 
Iva Bornemeier, operator to clerk, Lincoln. 


Jacqueline Busch, clerk, Commercial, to 
operator, Superior. 

Oakel Butler, Auburn to Lincoln Unit II. 

Shirley Gerdes, Auburn to Lincoln Unit I. 

Leta Holscher, Auburn to Lincoln Unit I. 

Bette Klaasmeyer, Auburn to Nebraska 
City. 

Betty Lyngstad, operator, Hastings to 
Superior. 

Geraldine Meyer, Auburn to Lincoln 
Unit I. 

Gladys Neugebauer, Auburn to Lincoln 
Unit II. 

Margaret Rappl, operator to service as- 
sistant, Syracuse. 

Irene Rebuck, Auburn to Lincoln Unit I. 

Deana Remmers, Auburn to Lincoln 
Unit I. 

Judith Tunks, Auburn to Lincoln Unit I. 

Rita Vyhlidal, operator to service assistant, 
Lincoln. 

Betty Whitlow, Auburn to Lincoln Unit I. 


Arriba, Colorado. Mrs. Graff is a former 
employee of the Sutton office. 

Mary Miller, Lincoln Commercial and Lt. 
Richard Storr exchanged marriage vows July 
18 at Sacred Heart Church in Pocahontas, 
Towa. 

Harla Jean Peterson, Hastings Commercial, 
and Ganor Watson were united in marriage 
June 27 in the Methodist Church at Hastings. 

Janice Post, Accounting, became Mrs. Gene 
Schriber on August 15. The ceremony was 
performed at Emanuel Reformed Church in 
Lincoln. 


New Employees 


Accounting 
Arlene G. Blum........ Mach: Opt. <i... 7-27 
Shirley Frazier..-....- Mach: Opt... sass 8-10 


Leroy Juengel*........ Prtg. Mach. Opr... 7-20 
Corma Lea 


McPherson .......--- Mach. Opr. ...----- 7-27 
Evette Meyer...-.....--- Mach. Opn ssaicx: 7-27 
Lis: POpecncaceness Mach. Opis. 2cci<- 8-10 
Carol Tomandl .......- Mach: Opt. cccscox 8- 3 
Robert Tyler.......-.-.- Staff Asst. ....-- 7-15 
_aVerne Whitfield....Mach. Opr. -.------ 8-10 

Commercial 
sylvia Ankersen.......- Clerk, Lincoln-.....- 6-29 
Ann McCabe”%......---- Teller, Lincoln .... 7- 6 
Karen Michael....-.-- Teller, Lincoln .... 6-25 


Jeanine Stauffer...... Steno., Lincoln.... 7-20 
Esther Thiesing...-..-- Svc. Rpr., Linc. -. 6-29 


Plant 
Kenneth Byrne*.....Janitor, Lincoln.... 6-29 
Judith Feather...--..---- Steno., Supply .--- 6-22 


Barbara Gentry...----- Svc. Opr., Linc...-- 7-27 
John C. Hansen”*...--- Janitor, Supply... 6-29 


Ilva Hofker (P.T.)...-Janitress, 
Weeping Water 7-28 


Sara_ Ihlanfeldt-.-.---- Steno., Supply ..-- 6-30 
Calvin McClimans...-Janitor, Lincoln .. 6-23 
Richard McPherson..Grdmn., Lincoln.. 7-27 


Joan Wallace...-.----- Svc, Opts, Line. 8- 7 
Traffic 

Mary Aberg...--------- Opr., Superior .... 8- 3 
Arlys Anderson...----- Opr., Hastings ---- i 
Valerie Bielech”..--.- Opr., Crete -----.-- ee 
Roberta Bohl*...-------- Oor., ‘Crete: ...>- vem 
Mary Bolte.....--------- Opr., NOP: ..cossss cr 
Bonny Bors...----------- Oot, YOM vivec-s 8-1 

Jeanette Burhoop...-Opr., York ..-.---- 8-18 


Astra Cakanovskis.---Opr., Lincoln -... 6-23 
Gale (a Cela! nee Lincoln .... 6-22 


Cheryl Cockroft..-.---- Opr., Superior .... 6-22 


~ 
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Phyllis Crouse..-.------- Opr. Nebr. City.... 6-23 
Elfi Gartzke.......------- Opr., Lincoln .....- 6-22 
Janice Geary...--------- Opr., Lincoln .....- 7-20 
Bonnie Graham...----- Oprt.,; Lincolr 2... 7- 6 
Melinda Gregg.-------- Opr., Lincoln -....- 6-22 
Alta Hardin.....------- Opr., Tecumseh .. 8- 3 
Elnora Hellbusch...--- Opr., Fairbury .... 7-28 
Donna Hensley..------ Opr.,. Linco: 2.0 6-23 
Bonnie Hodtwalker..Opr., Lincoln .....- 8-10 
Arlene Janssen...----- Opr., Fairbury .... 7-29 
Sandra Lehn.....------- Opr.,: Lincoln’ .2ce 6-29 
Angeline Leu.......----- Opt. YOrk...cscx 6-16 
Brenda Ligon”%....---- Ooty LOCO nce | 
Barbara McGowan....Opr., York .......- 7-20 
Margaret Medina....Opr., Fairbury .... 7-28 
Erva Munyan.....----- Opti LINCOM: dane 6-22 
Carole Paulhamus....Opr., Lincoln ...... 6-29 
Karen Petersen......-- Oiihiy. WORK, seacors 6-16 
Beverly Pickinpaugh Opr., Hastings .... 6-16 
Jeannie Schreiner....Opr., Syracuse .... 7-14 
Janet Schroeder.....-.- Opr., Lincoln ...... 6-22 
Jane Sebastian.....-.- Opr,, Lincoln: ...... 7-20 
Charlene Sorensen....Opr., Lincoln ...... 7= 6 
Judy Summers....------ Oprs; LARGO saci 6-22 
Linda Taylor: .+.<..<c Opr., Lincoln ...... 6-29 
Joyce Tonniges....---- Opts  VORK> Secsncas 6-15 
Linda Turneér...c..-2.-<. Opr., Fairbury .... 6-22 
Bernice Tyson*........ Opr., Lincoln ...... 7- 6 
Karla Veline.........--- Opes, YOR. cisco 6-15 
Doria Wray ices: Ooty. YOR .2ccssc5 7-20 
Shirley Zeigler.......-.- Opr., Superior .... 6-22 


* Re-employed 
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Pioneer officers, executive committee members and committee chairmen at the July 31 meeting for 


planning the year’s activities. Seated, from left: 


Grace Hauschild, Clara Jones, president, Hattie 


Staley, Georgia Smith, Mina Jorgensen, Myra Metcalf. Standing: B. D. Pattison, A. L. Ager, A. B. 
Gorman, R. J. Connors, Mary Bornemeier, secretary, K. J. Boshart, Myrtle Henline, A. S. Keckler, 
Marie Vidlock, R. B. Hobson, Melba Richards, W. K. Eno, H. J. Brady, Carl S. Ahl, L. A. Stacy, C. E. 


Connors, Gay T. Henderson. 


The officers, executive committee 
and committee chairmen of the Frank 
H. Woods Chapter met July 31 for the 
assignment of duties and to discuss 
plans for the year’s activities. President 
Clara Jones announced that, although 
this was the organizational meeting, 
already several firmed date and social 
events were on the docket. 


The annual banquet can be marked 
on the 1960 calendar for June 11 at the 
Cornhusker Hotel at Lincoln and a 
steak fry for the ladies will be an event 
of September 26 at Seward. Tentative 
plans are in the making for a mid- 
winter get-together for all members of 
the Chapter. Also talked about were 
other parties for the ladies and stags 
for the men. 


The all-important Fund Raising com- 
mittee already is at work selling 


Aweemnes wen, 
a 


Lincoln Operators of 45 Years Ago 


Christmas cards and novelties to assure 
funds for a busy year. 


The following were announced as 
committee chairmen: Election Board, 
Louise Roth; Remembrances, Myrtle 
Henline; Visitations, Wilma Wergin and 
Dela Wilcox; Historical Collection, 
Kent Eno; Photo Album, Marie Port- 
sche; Hobby, B. D. Pattison; Member- 
ship, Charles Connors; Nominating, K. 
J. Boshart; Publicity, Myra Metcalf; 
Resolutions, A. M. Newens; Men’s So- 
cial, Carl Ahl; Women’s Social, Marie 
Vidlock and Hattie Staley: Ways & 
Means, Harlan Cane; Fund Raising, L. 
A. Stacy and Grace Hauschild; Ban- 
quet, R. B. Hobson and Georgia Smith; 
Mid-winter Get-together, Tyler Ryan 
and Mina Jorgensen, Special Assign- 
ment, A. B. Gorman; National Corre- 
spondent, V. B. Musselman; Retired 
Members’ Club, A. S. Keckler. 


Eun ty ey a 


The Lincoin toii operating room, taken at the Open House when our old generai office building was 
new. The ladies prepared for the occasion by wearing white waists and dark skirts. At the super- 


visor stations, clockwise, are: Merna McCarthy, 


Anna Seymour, Iva Swiger, Agnes Scouller, chief 


operator, Carrie Rasmussen and Nellie Hartley. The board was placed into service only a few weeks 


before. 
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Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. Arlon Bartels announce the 
arrival of a girl on July 26. Corrine is on 
leave from Lincoln Traffic. 

Roger Borland of Printing Service and his 
wife, Catherine, announce the birth of a 
son, Anthony Hall, on August 21. 

A daughter, Michele Kay, arrived at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Keith Bouwens on 
July 9. Keith works in Supply. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Brown are the happy 
parents of a daughter, Kimberly Annette, 
born May 8. Shirlene is on leave from 
Hastings Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dean Burcham are happy 
to welcome a girl, Deanna Carol, born 
August 22. Judy is on leave from Lincoln 
Commercial. 

A son, Scott Alan, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Ron Cotton on August 8. Ron works 
in the supply department and Donelle is on 
leave of absence from Accounting. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Craig are the happy 
parents of a son born July 23. He has been 
named Kenneth Eugene. Jacqueline is on 


ieave from Hastings Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dean Hobson are the proud 
parents of a son, Mark Dean, born August 
17. Dean is employed in Supply. 

Mr. and Mrs. Holly Jewell announce the 
birth of a son, Brian Douglas, on July 17. 
Esther is on leave from Lincoln Commercial. 

Mr. and Mrs. Renos Kunz are the proud 
parents of a boy, Paul Allen, born July 23. 
Renos is employed in Lincoln Plant. 

A son, David Lee, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Lyle Meyer on August 5. Evelyn is on 
leave from Lincoln Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Norton are the proud 
parents of a boy, Dennis Lee, born June 3. 
Don is employed in Lincoln Plant. 

A son, David Lynn, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. A. J. Parde on July 20. Al is 
employed in Beatrice Plant. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Perry announce 
the arrival of a girl, Elizabeth Jane, on 
August 19. Jane is on leave from Lincoln 
Commercial. | 

A daughter, Geralynn Kay, was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Piersol on August 22. 
Don works in Accounting. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Will announce the 
birth of a son, Steven Albert, on August 14. 
Dixie is on leave from Hastings Traffic. 


Death of Millie Dahlberg 


illi _ Dahlberg, 83, a former chief 
aor : t Osceola, died 
here 

lv 2 at Richmond, California, whe 
eee ad been making her home. Miss 


ord of 20 years con- 
Dahlberg had a reer’ th LT&T at the 


ge at the time of her 


operator and cashier a 


er | 
tinuous employment wit 


Osceola exchan 
retirement November 1, 1937. 


n as a commercial employee 
ee 1917 and after four years 
to the traffic department. 
Later she was named chief operator and 
held that position until 1931 when she 
returned to the commercial forces as 


transferred 


Osceola cashier. 


A Double Anniversary For Superior Men 


At the Anniversary Dinner. From left: B. A. Isaman, B. J. Sievers, Tyler Ryan, M. C. 


3 ] 


Walker, Mr. 


eco Bee be 


Kubat, John Spady, Mr. Hale, K. L. Lawson, Mr. Whitney, L. P. Young, Ivan Paddack, H. H. Lahr, 
C. |F. Peachman, George Mann, L. W. Cleveland and Walter F. Roberts. 


When Superior people crash into 
select circles they do so with a venge- 
ance. The exchange never had a 40- 
year Club member. Bert Kline would 
have qualified earlier this year, but 
retirement age overtook him in 1957. 

So there was ample reason for break- 
ing out the flags when two native sons 
reached their 40-year anniversaries 
within the short space of three days— 
Frank F. Kubat on August 5 and H. L. 
(Shrimp) Whitney on August 8. 

Mr. Kubat got a shaky foothold on 
the organization ladder as a third-class 
lineman at Hastings, and in 1919 there 
was nothing more expendable than a 
third and last-class lineman. But he 
wore his spurs well and by the follow- 
ing year was a full-fledged lineman 
when he transferred to the Geneva ex- 
change. In August 1925 he was pro- 
moted to the managership at Shelby 
and less than a year later a vacancy 


occurred at Geneva and Frank returned 
as manager. In January 1931 he moved 
to Superior as manager, became area 
commercial manager in February 1934 
and was named to his present position 
as area manager in January 1939. 

Mr. Whitney originally joined the 
LT&T ranks at David City and came 
into Lincoln as a commercial man in 
1923. There was a break in his service 
record as he made a brief excursion 
into other fields of business, but he 
returned to the David City plant forces 
in 1926. He was appointed Osceola 
manager in 1932 and David City wire 
chief in 1934. In 1936 he transferred to 
Superior where he has compounded the 
rest of his long employment record. 

Frank and Shrimp were honored at a 
dinner held at the Cornhusker Hotel, 
Lincoln, on August 5, where Merle M. 
Hale, vice president, presented their 
new diamond service pins. 


Traffic Tangiers 


HAIR-BRAIN HARRY 


He sweeps along 
at break-neck rate 
He sweeps the road 
... he cannot wait 


He sweeps along 

til, crash, bang, boom! 
They sweep him up 

with pan and broom. 


©-1959 American Mutual Liability 
Insurance Company 
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A Little Goes a Long Way! 


Saving just a little 
From each pay check 
Builds up that nest egg 
Sooner than you'd think, 
Your Co-op pays more interest, too! 


Start today to save through your 


EMPLOYEES COOPERATIVE 
CREDIT ASSOCIATION 


Around The Circuit 


Mary Goracke, Mabel Lipskey, 
Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editors 


Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 


Normalcy has returned with the comple- 
tion of dial conversion and open house... . 
Vacationers included George Eggleston, My- 
ron Birdsley and Amel McVay. Harry Rogers 
went fishing at Alma, and Marcus Johnson 
tried the same sport at Worthington, Minne- 
sota. ... Jim Smith enjoyed the cool weather 
in Colorado, and Mike Carr visited his mother 
in Springfield, Mo. Fenton Kipling is 
anxiously awaiting the completion of his new 
home so he can make the big move... . 
Jack Little and Myron Birdsley enjoyed the 
the company picnic this year. Fenton 
and Donna Kipling and yours truly and hus- 
band participated in an overnight camp-out 
on a sandbar along the shores of the Missouri 
River. With the exception of the sand not 
being the most comfortable place to sleep, 
a good time was reported by all. 


Beatrice Area 


by Erma Arnold, Veronica Siske and Frank Fisher 


Dorothy Trauernicht and family traveled to 
the east coast and the New England states, 
driving through 20 states and covering 4,000 
miles. Prominent cities visited were Spring- 
field, Ill., Washington, D.C., Philadelphia, 
New York City, Boston, Niagara Falls and 
Portland, Maine. Now the family has started 
filling the piggy bank for a trip to Hawaii. 
. .. Virginia Coon and family took a trip 
to Midland, Texas where her brother and his 
wife joined the group for a jaunt down into 
Ojinaga, Old Mexico and then through New 
Mexico where they took the 4-hour, 800 feet 
below earth surface, tour of the Carlsbad 
Caverns. At this time the film, “A Trip to 
the Center of the Earth’ with Pat Boone was 
being made in the Caverns, but shooting of 
the scenes could be done at night only when 
there were no tourists. Another interesting 
place visited was Fort Davis, Texas. Virginia’s 
only complaint about the 3,000-mile trip con- 
cerned a pair of Mexican handmade shoes 
which she claims are not the same size re- 
gardless of what the salesman said. 3 
Marcella O’Bryan, accompanied by her sister 
and nephew, visited relatives in Laconia, 
Indiana. ... Beverly Rotzin spent part of her 
vacation with her son in Kentucky... . Loal 
Genrich vacationed in San Francisco where 
he was a delegate to the Lutheran Conven- 
tion representing St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
of Beatrice. ... Bill Eckles and Frank Nevitt 
traveled through the Black Hills. ... Dan 
Smith vacationed in Colorado in the vicinity 
of Estes Park. , . . Rex Montgomery was also 
a Colorado visitor but his stay was brief 
because his wife suffered injury while water 
skiing. . . . Other vacationers included Don 
Young, Lauren Strough and Bob Ankersen. 
... Out-of-town fishermen were Don Gilmore 
in Minnesota, Marie Fuller and husband and 
Ruth Diekmann and husband at Harlan Coun- 
ty Dam. Marie’s report of the fishing was 
not astounding but her sunburn was, and 
Ruth was disappointed that the fish weren't 
as active as the wind. ... Marcella O’Brien 
and Marilyn Vonderhaar spent a weekend in 
Denver with Pauline Hergott, a former com- 


From Ivan Haith’s camera comes a picture of an 
old friend, Chris Haberman, picking lemons in his 
back yard at San Diego, California. Chris retired 
as Seward area manager in 1947 and has lived in 
California since. 


mercial office employee, now the proud 
mother of twin girls. . Lela Watson was 
visited by her brother and family from Biloxi, 
Miss. . , . Veronica Siske attended the show 
“South Pacific’? in Omaha. . Bill Eckles, 
Harlan Gillespie, Frank Fisher and Don Gil- 
more attended open house at the new office 
in Marysville, Kansas. ... A farewell picnic 
was held for the Harold Saathoff family who 
moved to Hebron. ... While visiting in IIli- 
nois recently Frank Fisher learned that his 
daughter’s home and furnishings had been 
destroyed by fire caused by lightning. ; 
The M. L. Hodge family enjoyed a surprise 
visit from their son who had flown from 
Virginia to Lincoln on his way to California, 
... Rosalie Witkowski attended a family re- 
union at Riverside Park with relatives from 
South Bend, Indiana, Marysville, Kansas, and 
Omaha. The big week-end celebration 
at Myrtle Janssen’s home was in honor of 
son LaVerne’s 25th birthday, son Dale’s 5th 
wedding anniversary and grandson Jeff’s 5th 
birthday. Myrtle also attended the wedding 
of a nephew in Prairie View, Kansas... . 
Ted and Irene Ray celebrated their 35th wed- 
ding anniversary on August 4... . Marcella 
O’Bryan and Marilyn Vonderhaar attended 
the ceremony when Sister Regina Montfort, 
formerly Barbara Portrey of Beatrice, pro- 
nounced her vows as a Maryknoll Sister at 
Our Lady of Maryknoll Novitiate, Valley 
Park, Mo., August 22. She was a switchboard 
operator at Beatrice for several years before 
she entered Maryknoll in December 1956, and 
she is now eligible for assignment to any one 
of the Maryknoll convents in Asia, Africa, the 
Pacific Islands and Middle and _ South 
America. 


David City Area 


by Vivian Dee 

Vacations are well under way. ... Floyd 
Tibbles, Plant, and family vacationed in Mis- 
souri and Iowa... .O. B. Dill spent his time 
off in and around David City. Lineah 
Johnson is busy moving back to her recently 
remodeled home. Frances Asper also 
busied himself moving into a recently pur- 
chased home. . . Bill Quinn and John Me- 
Kenzie stopped in to say hello when passing 
through our city. . J. D. Behrns is busy 
coaching his ‘‘Little League"’ baseball team. 
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Fairbury Area 
by Lots McCord 


Vacationers this month included Mandane 
Reid, Vera Sweetser and S. D. Hanau. Bon- 
nie Harris was busy getting her future home 
ready, and Carol Grummert has moved to the 
country. ... Ann Snell and Sharon Fisbeck 
visited Ann’s sister at Fort Sill, Oklahoma 
and attended a rodeo at Duncan... . Cecilia 
Siegel and family vacationed at North Shore 
Camp on Nest Lake near Spicer, Minne- 
sota. . . . Francis Erwin visited relatives at 
Lincoln, Beatrice and Friend; Virginia Me- 
dina in Ashland, Carol Ryser at Chester, 
Helen DeBord in Denver and Evelyn Menke 
in Lincoln. . Janice Johnson entertained 
a great-aunt from California and a great- 
great-uncle from Canada. ... Charlene Bogle 
and Linda Turner participated in the boat 
show at Crystal Springs and were queen can- 
didates. . . . Mr. and Mrs. ‘‘Buster’”’ Folkers 
celebrated their wedding anniversary by at- 
tending the Hanover Picnic. ... Floyd Nave’s 
son, who is stationed with the Navy in Cali- 
fornia, was home on leave. 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


The J. D. Adamson family spent a week’s 
vacation in Minnesota where they found the 
fishing good. 


Hastings Area 


by Elaine Kershner 

All employees of the traffic department are 
being trained on the New Mark Sense ticket- 
ing. Merlie Markuson is conducting the 
classes. The girls say the new routine is a 
little confusing at first but feel that with a 
little practice they will like it .. . Vacations 
are still in the news. Mareane Alldritt spent 
the rest of her vacation fishing at Gavins 
Point Dam near the Nebraska-South Dakota 


line . . . Ruth Compton visited her daughter 
in Omaha and helped her move into a new 
home .. . Barbara McCord spent her vaca- 


tion at home ... Maxine Jones traveled to 
Washington State and also visited in Canada 
.. . Marie Pearson had a wonderful vacation 


Sightseeing in Montana and Canada... Lou 
Bacon, Commercial, spent her vacation at 
home .. . Merl Sherman, Commercial, to- 


gether with his family, enjoyed a fishing trip 
to Canada ... Marilyn Buttell is on leave of 
absence and Helen Rothfuss has returned to 
work following her leave ... Connie Kohtz, 
a recent bride, has resigned and moved to 
Grand Island where she will make her future 
home ... Two new part-time operators are 
Joan Pulley and Pat Dahlsten. 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona J. Kenning 


On June 25, Robert Lemkau and family 
were honored at a covered dish picnic. Bob 
was recently transferred to Beatrice where 
he will be an exchange switchman. All the 
Hebron employees and friends wish the Lem- 
Kaus much success in their new location . 
And we welcome to Hebron, Harold Sattoff 
and his family, our new switchman in Plant 
... Several employees attended the company 
Picnie in Lincoln, including construction em- 
ployees Bill Peperkorn, Lester Cox, Loyal 
Eitzman and John Summers and their families 
ous Mr. and Mrs. H. G. Taedter are very 
happy to have their son back in the States 
following a stay in Honolulu where he was 


stationed with the Armed Services ... Norma 
Maschman, Traffic, is another who is happy 
that her son is home from the service. Pres- 
ently he is awaiting word of assignment to 
a position at White Sands, New Mexico, since 
completing a few courses at the University 

Several employees have been enjoying 
vacations. Norma Maschman, Dorothy Walde- 
meier and Wauneta Schmidt spent their time 
at home. Mary Bethscheider spent a week 
vacationing in Colorado. Lester Cox and 
family spent their vacation in Casper, Wyo- 
ming. Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Wellman spent a 
week in Walleye, Minnesota, on a fishing 
trip, and John Summers got in some fishing 
during a vacation in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
Yours truly and husband enjoyed a two-weeks 
vacation, spending part of the time attend- 
ing the horse races in Omaha and visiting 
the Valley Lakes ... The Construction crew 
is taking on the New Look—a bright yellow 
construction truck. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen and Norma Jean Dettmer 


Vacations the past month were Evelyn Den- 
son, Betty Christensen, Lillian Bader, Edward 
Volkmer, John Richards, Mary Tackett and 
Warren Eltiste. . . . We know all were glad 
to hear Josephine Placek and Albert Letellier 
are both home from the hospital and improv- 
ing from their illness. ... Elaine Teten and 
family and Eunice Jun and husband attended 
the Sidney, Iowa rodeo. Ruby Clites 
knows how to solve problems of housing. Her 
children and grandchildren (11 in all) are all 
home this summer vacationing together. Ruby 
and husband have pitched a tent in the back 
yard for all the kiddies. We understand they 
are all having the time of their lives. 
Linda Fallers spent her vacation moving to 
Lincoln. She resigned as an operator and will 
be employed in Lincoln. . .. Donald Jacob- 
son spent his vacation at home intending to 
do a lot of work but instead spent most of it 
on crutches following a minor accident.... 
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Neujahr observed their 
silver wedding anniversary... . Elsie France 
spent the last week of her vacation at home. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


Vacations are still in full swing. bo 
Elmer Bean spent his vacation in Estes 
Park and Denver sightseeing and fishing. ... 
Mike Svoboda went fishing and worked 
around home... . Don Rutledge and famliyv 
attended a Kansas City Athletics-White Sox 
baseball game in Kansas City, and spent sev- 
eral days at the Lake of the Ozarks in Mis- 
souri. . . . Irene Mailand visited in Phoenix, 
Arizona, and San Luis Obispo, California. 
While in California she visited Disneyiand, 
Knott’s Berry Farm and Hearth’s Enchanted 
Hill, in San Simeon... . Gladys Walker vis- 
ited in Milford and Crete. . . Dora Plessel 
stayed at home... . Quite a few of the gang 
at Seward attended the LT&T picnic in Lin- 
ecoln. .. . Jessie Landon and Martha Merz at- 
tended South Pacific in Omaha recently... . 
Jerry Shipley is proud as a peacock, and he 
has reason to be. Recently, his little daugh- 
ter Deanne passed her beginner's swimming 
test at the Seward pool. It was her first year 
for taking lessons, and she is only 4 years 
old. . . . Elmer Bean was working at the 
office in Dwight recently when suddenly he 


Wisse 


was chased out by a large swarm of bees. 


Stromsburg Area 
by Betty Beebe 


Edith Mattson, cashier at Stromsburg, en- 
joyed a vacation in Colorado. Eleanor Hat- 
field took over Edith'’s duties during her 
absence ... Another vacationer was Jim Hat- 
field. He and his family visited relatives 
at Scottsbluff and Lexington. 


ms 


: 35 Years For Lydia Jones 


Our Seward chief operator reached a notable 
mark in her telephone career on September 1. 
It was on that day, in 1924, that her long service 
span had its beginning. In the picture, Mrs. Jones, 
center, is receiving her new service emblem from 
L. W. Cleveland, general traffic superintendent. 
Others, from left: Walter F. Roberts, personnel 
director; Martha Merz, Seward Traffic; and R. D. 
Andrews, traffic engineer. 


Superior Area 
by Jacqueline A. Busch 


Area Manager Frank Kubat and H. L. 
Whitney were honored at a luncheon in Lin- 
coln commemorating their 40th anniversaries. 
Each was presented a 40-year pin... Those 
attending the company picnic on August 8 
were the R. H. Culver and M. L. Melvin fam- 
ilies, Mr. and Mrs. F. F. Kubat, Edith Par- 
sons and Olga Andersen. 


Sutton Area 
by Catherine Cassell 


Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer and Mr. 
and Mrs. J. L. Mankamyer spent a _ two- 
weeks vacation in Seattle, where they visited 
relatives ... Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Hunzeker 
and family were vacationing in Kansas, and 
the P. V. Eckles family enjoyed a vacation 
at home with some planned fishing trips... 
Catherine Cassell enjoyed her vacation at 
home ... W. D. Quinn, Lincoln, was a vis- 
itor at the Sutton office where he conducted 
an interesting sales meeting for the Sutton 
area employees. 


Tecumseh Area 
by Irene Thies and Avis Collar 


Recent vacationers who went fishing in 
Minnesota were Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Living- 
ston and Mr. and Mrs. “Willie’’ Williams. 
They all reported good luck. . .. Mary 
Meister visited her sister and family in 
Humboldt during vacation time... . The Dick 
McCoy family traveled through the Black 
Hills. . . . Norma Lee Hahn has been busy 
remodeling her farm home which they re- 
cently purchased. . At Pawnee City, the 
Harold Cudaback family vacationed in Min- 
nesota, and the Carl Franzen family motored 
to Colorado to visit his brother and family 
and do some fishing. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


Vacations are the major topic in the news 
this month. From the traffic department we 
learn that Geniver Graff, Imogene Steingard 
and Minnie Sanmann spent their vacation 
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time at home. Hattie Marquardt vacationed 
at Cheyenne and Velma Garlock and her 
husband traveled to the Black Hills. From 
the plant department we learn that Mike 
Hunt and Clyde Minich were on vacation 
, Edna Pflughaupt spent the July 4th 
weekend in Denver with her brother and 
family ... Several York employees attended 
the Omaha showing of South Pacific, in- 
cluding Joan Reetz, Fern Wilger, Edna Pflug- 
haupt, and Lela Watson, Beatrice chief op- 
erator . . . Loretta Neville is planning a trip 
to Denver to visit friends . . . Those attend- 
ing the company picnic in Lincoln were 
Kathleen Sughrue, Velma Garlock, Boyd 
Imler, Sterling Nelson, John Eckles, Helen 
Nowka and Mable Reetz and families. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Sandie Gibson, Associate Editor 


Don Piersol fought and won the battle of 
Camp Riley and returned home to find he 
had a new recruit. His wife, Sandra, had 
given birth the night before to a daughter, 
Geralynn Kay ‘ The office ‘‘cowboys,”’ 
Estella Foght, Bernadine Krone, and Betty 
Sherwood, had a rip-snortin’ time at the 
Sidney, Iowa Rodeo. On asking Bernadine 
if she had a good time, she replied, “It was 
just bully.” . .. Another cowboy from Print- 
ing Service, George Hunt, spent his time 
horsing around at the Ashland Rodeo 
Esther Juengel spent her vacation taking in 
the scenery around Estes Park .. . The bowl- 
ing team was off to a flying start when they 
played their first group of games and came 
out with a record of 2 wins and 1 loss. They 
are looking forward to the 102 that are left 

_. Marie Vidlock ventured to Mexico this 
summer to capture its antique charm and 
atmosphere Printing Service comrades 
of Harold Brady are wishing him good luck 
on his transfer to Engineering . . . Evelyn 
Alm went to Milwaukee and Chicago where 
she talked to Mickey Mantle and saw several 
baseball games. Evelyn didn’t get any auto- 
graphs, but Martha Dietrich got the signa- 
ture of singer Johnny Desmond on her trip 
to New Orleans Robert Tyler traveled 
to cool Colorado for two weeks, but not for 
a vacation. He was visiting the Army Re- 
serves at Fort Carson . The department 
will soon bid farewell to Marilyn Atkins 
whose husband, Dwayne, is going to teach 
Math in Illinois . A farewell lunch was 
held at Helen Penner’s on August 28 for 
Diane Feldstein. She will be greatly missed 
in the department and also as editor of our 
section of the Telephone News. (You have 
probably noticed that by now.) 


Revenue Section 


Carol Carlson, Associate Editor 


After a month’s absence, the news rolled in 
fast and furious. ... We were all very happy 
to welcome Ethel Daharsh back to work after 
a long siege of illness. ... Opal Allison spent 
her vacation in the beautiful California sun, 
visiting in Los Angeles and San Francisco. .. . 
Betty Hlavinka was maid-of-honor at her 
sister’s wedding in August. . . . Cozette 
Wallman went to Colorado on her vacation 
and traveled to many points of interest in 
that state. ... Louise Jenkins and her family 
spent three weeks traveling and made stops 
in New Jersey and New York, where they 
saw the Broadway show, “Gypsy” and 
Texas. . .. Eleanor Grabowski was another 
Colorado visitor and stayed at the Daven 
Haven Lodge in Grand Lake. Darlene 
Timm, along with her mother and niece, took 
in Denver and Colorado Springs. Darlene also 
spent a day at the Sidney, Iowa rodeo... . 


Joan Sprouse will say good-bye at the end 
of September to wait for her new arrival.... 
Bobbi Reason spent her vacation with her 
family. ... Charlotte Ryburn went to Kansas 
and Colorado on her time off. . . . Bonnie 
Schnittker and family traveled to Washing- 
ton, D. C. and Bonnie thought it a very in- 
teresting place. . . Bonnie Barr went 
West and hit Las Vegas and Los Angeles.... 
Zigrida Taurins also went to Washington, 
D. C. aside from vacationing in New York 
and Canada... . Alise Zalaiskalns didn’t have 
such happy news as everyone else, but we did 
all get a chuckle out of it. Seems as though 
Alise and some of her family got stuck in the 
mud near Ashland during a heavy rain storm. 
Alise had to walk two miles in knee-deep 
mud to get help. Ramona Johnson 
traveled through Indiana, Kentucky, and Ten- 
nessee. . . . Lily Malacek went to Kansas 
City recently to visit her daughter and fam- 
ily and see her new home. . Good luck 
from all of us to Mickey Ward, who left 
our office to go to the new building. We all 
iniss Mickey around here. . . . Margot Lucs 
spent her vacation in Minnesota and reports 
she ate lots and lots of fish. 
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Engineering 
W. G. Ehrlich, Associate Editor 


Vacations, vacations and more vacations! 
The past two months seem to have been the 
time for everyone to go on their vacations. 
Engineering personnel went to just about 
every part of the country. Bob Roth went 
to the Black Hills; Gay Henderson spent his 
vacation visiting relatives in Wichita; Roy 
Carlson spent an enjoyable vacation on a 
fishing trip to Niobrara; Merle Schneider took 
a trip to Indianapolis to visit some of his 
relatives; Bill Minich went to Geneva to visit 
relatives; and Bud Eden spent his vacation 
deep sea fishing in California. Some of the 
personnel, such as Orville Spencer, George 
Brock, Clarence Schleufer, Bill Thompson, 
Jack Shadley, Glen McCown, Bob Cardwell, 
and Marie Jackson, spent their vacations re- 
laxing at home. Everyone in the en- 
gineering department would like to extend 
a hearty welcome to Dan Smith, Merle 
Schneider, Jim Smith, Bill Eckles, and Har- 
old Brady, who are all new to the depart- 
ment. . .. Yours truly spent two weeks at 
Alpena, Michigan with the Nebraska Air 
National Guard. 


Lincoln Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Claude Helm spent a week of vacation in 
July visiting his daughter and son-in-law in 
Long Beach, California, and getting ac- 
quainted with his grandson and greeting a 
second one born during the time he was 
there. . . . Ray Clinton and wife went to 
Jackson Hole and Yellowstone, coming back 
through the Black Hills. . .. Visitors in our 
office during the past two months were Ed 
Dulin, Roy Cleveland, Charles Meshier and 
Ed Cummings. . We have the following 
interesting items to report from our depart- 
ments: 


Custodial 


by Paul Radebaugh 

Keith Rutherford underwent surgery for a 
throat rupture and is getting along fine. ... 
We are glad to report Elmer Kleckner is im- 
proving from a stomach ulcer operation. He 
is now home after spending nearly a month 
in the hospital. . . . Roy Ferguson is the 
proud owner of a new Chevy and tried it out 
during his vacation by motoring to Indian- 
apolis to visit his nephew; also toured Fort 
Wayne and Chicago. Albert Griffis did 
some cement work at home during vacation 
but didn’t get finished. He said the time 
went too fast. . . . Elvin Pratt took a week 
of vacation and caught up with some odd 
jobs around home. . Dan Fisher stopped 
to see us on August 17. He and his new 


Sophia Windels and Hattie Marquardi Mark 95 Years 


Another double anniversary dinner was an event of September 1 at the 


mae 


Cornhusker Hotel, 


Lincoln. This one was to observe 45 years of service by Sophia Windels and 40 years by Hattie 


Marquardt. 


Strangely, each of the honored employees accumulated her entire service span in the exchange 
where she began employment. Miss Windels started as an operator at the Syracuse switchboard 
September 1, 1914. She was named assistant chief operator in 1922 and became chief operator in 
March 1924. Miss Marquardt began as a student operator at York August 21, 1919. Through the 
years she assumed various duties in York Traffic, among them: night operator, assistant chief, A & L 


operator, information operator and desk clerk. 


In the picture above, Miss Marquardt and Miss Windels appear in the foreground. Clockwise 
about the table, the dinner companions are: R. D. Andrews, R. B. Hobson, Hazel Thomason, R. K. 
Ghormley, Lillian Bader, M. C. Walker, Merlie Markuson, Sterling Nelson, Walter F. Roberts, Ed Ernest, 
Edna Pflughaupt, K. L. Lawson, Beatrice Sundberg, B. A. Isaman, B. J. Sievers and Merle M. Hale. 


bride were on their way to Santa Ana, Cali- 
fornia, where he is stationed with the Ma- 
rine Corps. Dan says he receives the Tele- 
phone News and surely enjoys it. His new 
address is: 2nd Lt. Dan L. Fisher, U.S.M.C.;: 
M.C.A.S.; Eltora; Santa Ana, Calif. 


Wire Chief's Section, 14th & M 


by Marilyn Jo Osborn 


J. Albrandt spent part of his vacation fish- 
ing at Harlan County Dam, Darlene 
Griffin spent her vacation working on their 
home in Waverly. ...B. D. Pattison and fam- 
ily spent 2 weeks fishing in Canada. : 
Vaughn Baum and family spent 2 weeks fish- 
ing in Canada. ... Les Livingston and wife 
spent 3 weeks in California visiting rela- 
tives. . . . Marion Wynn and wife went 
sightseeing around Estes Park. ... J. D. 
Green worked during his vacation by mov- 
ing to Roca. . Jesse May built a garage 
while on vacation. . R. E. Chamberlain 
tried his luck at the horse races during his 
vacation. ... Others on vacation were: Harry 
Hill, L. C. Hutchison, L. C. Jenkins. ; 
L. C. Jenkins had the misfortune to break 
an ankle while on vacation but at this writing 
has recovered and returned to work. ... 
W. J. Cotton and family traveled to Central 
City, Colorado. Mrs. Cotton’s parents were 
former residents of Central City. . .. Yours 
truly and husband spent a week at Estes 
Park and Grand Lake. 


Wire Chief's Section, 21st & L 
by Art Albers 


Knud Arngren vacationed in Iowa for a 
week visiting old friends. . . . Donald Boer- 
ingter spent part of his vacation in Denver 
and the Colorado mountains. ... Art Albers 
spent a week at Bern, Kansas, helping com- 
bine wheat and doing other farm work. ... 
Joe Lewis spent 2 weeks at York helping his 
in-laws harvest. He said he found it was 
pretty hard work. . . . Bob Wendell spent a 


of 21 oe 


week in Omaha and Fremont. .. . Joe 
Miller and wife, along with his sister and 
brother-in-law, had a very nice 2 weeks of 
vacation. They traveled thru Kansas, Okla- 
homa, Texas and New Mexico to Arizona, 
visiting friends and relatives. On their way 
nome they traveled thru the mountains of 
Colorado. ... : Archie Stansbury spent a week 
tishing in Minnesota. ... Loy Rhoades and 
Bob Merrill and family spent a week in 
Miniiesota, fishing. Bob Barnett also 
vacationed in Minnesota and visited Loy and 
Bob while there. . Dale Weaver spent a 
week fishing at Fremont, and Arthur Balder- 
son did his fishing on Turkey Creek—and 
caught some, August Brunke spent a 
week working around home. .. . Elmer 
Dougherty vacationed one week and _ just 
relaxed at home... . Kenneth Ferguson went 
to the western part of the state and South 
Dakota for two weeks. ... Lumir Vosika 
spent a week at home and the other week 
fishing. . . . Paul Winscot visited relatives 
in Piattsmouth. Raymond Slote spent 
a week in the Black Hills and a week at 
home. . . . Howard Robinette stayed home 
during his vacation. . . . Albert Miller re- 
ports he blew out some tires and couldn't 
take a trip so he stayed home and caught 
up on some work, 


Toll Equipment 


by JoAnn Knapp 


Otis Clark and family spent several days of 
vacation at the Niobrara and Ponea state 
parks. They also traveled along the Lewis and 
Clark lakeside. . .. Wallace Gake, his family 
and parents spent a week's vacation visiting 
his uncle in Oregon. They camped out and 
fished in the Wallowa Mountains. On the way 
home, stopped at Craters of the Moon monu- 
ment, through Yellowstone Park, and Black 
Hills. . . . Bill Wolfe and family vacationed 
at Loveland Pass, Berthoud Pass, Colorado, 
and at Grand Lake went motor-boating. They 
took numerous rides in a jeep on side roads 
and visited relatives at Greeley. . . . David 


Guthrie stayed home and rested during his 
vacation. ... Art King spent his last week of 
vacation visiting with his daughter and fam- 
ily irom California. ... Clyde Higgins did a 
little fushing at Lake Okoboji. ... Max Jen- 
kins and family vacationed at Red Bank, 
New Jersey, visiting his cousin. They went on 
to New York City and took in a couple of 
Broadway shows, visited Wall Street stock 
exchange, Coney Island and Greenwich Vil- 
lage. Came home by way of Longview, Texas, 
to visit relatives. ... Ardell Robison and wife 
went to Denver for a week. They reported 
a wonderful time except for one minor de- 
tail. They crashed into some rocks and tore 
up the oil pan. They drove on to Colorado 
Springs where they saw the Will Rogers 
Shrine. . .. Irv Schneider and family, to- 
gether with Alaska relatives, spent a week in 
La Grange, Wyoming, visiting relatives on a 
ranch and attending Frontier Days in Chey- 
enne. . . . Carl Bender, daughter, and his 
parents went to Colorado and did some fish- 
ing but didn’t have much luck. He also con- 
tributed $8 to the state funds for speeding.... 
Frank Norton and family toured Bryce Can- 
yon, Zion National Park, Hoover Dam, and 
stopped at Las Vegas, Nevada. Didn’t get 
lucky so they went on to California to visit 
friends. Came home by way of Reno, Salt 
Lake City and Estes. ... Jim Landenberger 
and family toured through the Colorado 
Rockies from Estes Park to the Royal 
Gorge. ... Milton Metcalf spent 4 days visit- 


50 Years For 
News-Press Editor 


J. Hyde Sweet, editor of the Nebraska 
City News-Press, passed his 50th year 
of association with that century-old 
newspaper on August 16. Residents and 
various organizations of Nebraska City 
kept Mr. Sweet busy for many days 
attending a sequence of affairs called in 
honor of the occasion. 


Mr. Sweet was 29 years old when he 
entered the newspaper field, taking a 
job as office man and bookkeeper for 
the News in addition to his regular job. 
He gave up his other work when in- 
vited to become business manager for 
the paper. 

Of late years Mr. Sweet has been 
commuting between Nebraska City and 
his second home at Wickenburg, Ari- 
zona, having passed the reins of manag- 
ing editor to his son, Arthur. But he 
still writes in full and salty measure 
for his daily “Kick Kolumn” and usu- 
ally composes several editorials for 
each issue. 


ing his sister at Lexington and the balance 
of his vacation at home resting. ... Al 
Spaulding and family visited relatives in 
Minnesota. They fished on Island Lake and 
caught 15 fish in 2 hours. 


"3" Office 


by Howard Stroup 


Leon Rezny spent 2 weeks in July vaca- 
tioning at San Francisco and Yosemite Na- 
tional Park and 2 days with relatives in Kan- 
sas City. . Roy Shelton visited relatives 
in Louisiana and Mississippi for 2 weeks in 


August. 
"A" Office 


by William Baker 

Bobby Livingston was on Navy cruise from 
June 14 to 28 at San Diego and spent a week 
visiting relatives in Omaha and Nebraska 
City in July. . . . George Albury used part 
of his vacation to paint his house and the 
rest to visit his son at Kansas City. ... Bill 
Baker vacationed from July 12 to 25 visit- 
ing his parents and other relatives in Massa- 
cnusetts and from July 26 to August 8 was 
in training with the Air National Guard at 
Algera, Michigan. . . . Earl Moats vacationed 
by working on his house and also fisned at 
Burwell. .. . Don Cotton vacationed 2 weeks 
ini Minnesota fishing with his family. ... 
Ervin Pfeifer was in training at Camp Car- 


son, Colorado, for 2 weeks with the Army 
reserve. 


"5-1" Office 
by Chris Lyberis 


Charley Ritchey and family vacationed in 
Minnesota for a week. ... Bob Turner and 
family spent 2 weeks in Estes Park and 
Colorado Springs. Bob McDowell and 
family flew to Bangor, Maine, to visit rela- 
tives. - . . Myrle Ifland and family vaca- 
tioned in Minnesota, fishing. . . . Wayne 
Berkland spent his vacation at home rest- 
ing. . . . Gerald Carter and family camped 
and fished at the Fremont Lakes for a 
week. ... Warren and Mrs. Shuck had a nice 
vacation to British Columbia, going through 
Wyoming, Idaho and Washington. . . .Others 
taking vacations were Elmer Travis and 
Eugene Schrank. 


Lincoln Traffic 
Unit One 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


The magic of fall is upon us. Pickle recipes 
are being exchanged briskly in the snack bar. 
Anita Sherrets has been sewing madly for 
months so that young daughter, Sherry, may 
attend kindergarten in the latest fashion. We 
thought Helen Krieger had been touched by 
the harvest moon when we heard she was 
freezing corn with the shucks on, but it 
seems that this is the ultimate in gourmet 
freezing. But we are wondering about those 
fresh frozen worms. . . Vaeation land still 
beckons but its enthusiasm wanes a. bit. 
Wilma Wergin says it is true that San Fran- 
cisco is the queen of cities and she enjoyed 
doing the docks and visiting Chinatown. 
Eunice Green spent some time at Creighton, 
Nebr. visiting relatives. Hazel Nichols vaca- 
tioned in Omaha with her daughter. Velda 
Williams motored to Chicago and visited 
points of interest in Illinois. Joyce Johnston 
toured the Black Hills. Ella Ferguson also 
visited in South Dakota. Beth Deinert went 
to Salt Lake City to see the home folks. Ruth 
Foster visited relatives in Beaver Crossing. 
Melba Richards toured Colorado and New 
Mexico, Mary Jane Arthur entrained for Spo- 
kane to visit her brother. Monday, 
August 31, was a red letter day in our de- 
partment because we had 10,207 calls offered 
on that day, an all-time record for a regular 
business day. . .. Mary Jane Arthur was 
quite surprised when she answered her Serv- 
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ice Assistant’s bell with her precise little 
phrase, ‘‘This is the Service Assistant, may I 
help you?” to hear a burly voice say, “Yes, 
come out here and pick up a dead horse.” 
It seems that a subscriber thought he was 
econnected with a local rendering plant... . 
The female employees of the new building en- 
joyed picnics held on August 18 and 25, re- 
spectively, at Antelope Park. Attendance was 
at a record high, the food delicious and the 
weather ideal. We hope it becomes an annual 
affair. 


Unit Two 


Vera M. Wasson, Associate Editor 


The excitement of vacations and the flurry 
and hubbub of l-o-n-g weekends is still 
with us, the travelers going hither and yon 
reminding one of the old rhyme, “One flew 
East, and one flew West and one flew into 
the Cuckoo’s nest.” Well, east-bound 
Mary Emerson visited her son and family in 
McHenry, Illinois, where a boy and baby girl 
anxiously awaited Grandma; and Jane Mar- 
shall spent a long weekend in Clear Lake, 
Iowa. .. . Westward—a little west anyway— 
Lois Wolfe attended a family reunion in St. 
Edward and Jean LaBarge and Carole Mel- 
vin really flew (to Rapid City, South Da- 
kota, for a four-day weekend). We can even 
add another direction and put south on our 
list for JoAnn Pulse and husband vacationed 
in Ludlow, Missouri, and Cecile Morehead vis- 
ited her father and brother in Kansas City 
the first week and spent the rest of the time 
at home, making several small trips but us- 
ing Lincoln as home base. Rita Vyhlidal spent 
her vacation in Wahoo and Lincoln. Dorothy 
Grafton says she didn’t do a thing on her 
vacation but from the looks of the chic little 
dress made from the imported Hawaiian ma- 
terial, she must have had a few busy mo- 
ments. Iva Bornemeier and husband luckily 
had their vacations at the same time and 
spent part in good old Cass County, the rest 
at home boating and enjoying life in gen- 
eral. . . . And the cuckoo—well—the night 
before Wilma Drake and family were to leave 
to attend a family picnic, David had an ear- 
ache. By morning, after a night of doctoring, 
he was better so they started to Fremont. 
En route the car, like Mr. Coolidge, ‘didn’t 
choose to run” and finally conked out. After 
much time and effort they arrived at their 
destination. Bruce went boating while David 
was wading in the shallow water—or was 
he?! One minute he was in sight, then he 
was gone, then in sight, and as her son went 
down for the third time, ‘Papa’ Drake, 
clothes and all, jumped in and pulled him out. 
Poor David had accidently stepped off into 
the deep water. At this point Bruce began 
to look like a broiled lobster from the effect 
of the sun on water and Wilma was fit to be 
tied! So now you know who was—not really, 
but well, almost—coo-coo. . Cecile More- 
head attended the horse races and from all 
reports she sure knew which horse was going 
into orbit. Bonnie Haacke didn’t do so 
badly at the races either, from what we hear 
tell. ... Oakel Butler spent a few days visit- 
ing familiar places in Auburn recently. Viola 
Clough spent part of her vacation attending 
a Bible Institute at Independence, Kansas. 
Gladys Neugebauer’s daughter and grandson 
from Kansas City visited with her during her 
vacation. The last of August Myra Metcalf 
and Melba Richards (Unit One) journeyed to 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, to welcome Myra's 
great nephew. They will also visit Myra’s 
brother and family and hope to indulge in the 
delicious Spanish food for which that part of 
the country is famous. They plan to visit 
another brother and family in Boulder, Colo- 
rado, on the way home... . Astra Cakanov- 
skis accompanied a group of ten Latvian folk 
dancers to Milwaukee. There they were 
joined by two more groups, one from Chicago 
and one from Minneapolis. The folk dancing 
was part of the entertainment at a convention 
of Latvian Veterans being held in Milwaukee. 
The Lincoln group plans to appear on tele- 
vision this fall or early winter. 


General Traffic 


Marilyn Beckerbauer, Associate Editor 


As the members of General Traffic gathered 
around in his office on August 7, Mr. Cleve- 
land reached into his right-hand pocket and 
came up with a five-year service pin for Rae 
Ellen Grannis. Then he reached into his 
left-hand pocket and, lo and behold, presented 
Rae Ellen with a ten-year service pin. Pre- 
vious time spent with the company made Rae 
Ellen eligible for bridging of her service and 
thus brought about the ‘double pin’ cere- 
mony. . . . During the middle of August, 
L. W. Cleveland motored to Colorado where 
he joined his family for a relaxing vacation 
in the Rockies. The Clevelands brought back 
a most welcome souvenir—some of that re- 
treshing mountain air to cool sweltering Lin- 
colnites during the first week of Septem- 
ber. Our sincere thanks to the Clevelands.... 
The Labor Day week end found most of 
the General Traffic members just staying in 
town and taking things easy (as enjoyable a 
way to spend a three-day weekend as any). 


Lincoln Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


Diamonds are the headline in our office. 
Receiving them were Clarice Bulwan, Linda 
Sipes, Susie Saunders and Janet Schirmer. 
Jerry Salber gave one before he left for 
Texas where he is with the Air National 
Guard. He was honored at a party at the 
Legion Club on August 18 . . Marlene 
Castles has left for Charlotte, North Carolina, 
and Mary Ellen Hansen to Anaheim, Cali- 


fornia . .. Recent visitors were Mary Wanek 
from St. Louis, Sandy Carter and Nancy Con- 
nealy . .. Vacations for the most part are 


Over and too numerous to mention. Every- 
one enjoyed theirs and that is the important 
thing . .. For the detailed facts of Shirley 
and Marlene Plautz’s adventure on the Lin- 
coln Air Force Base see their story elsewhere 
in this issue. 


General Commercial 


by Marlene Kuhl 

Seems like Marilyn Lang is taking over 
the “spotlight” this month, having been the 
guest of honor at two parties. One was a 
stork shower at the home of Pat Hardesty, 
and the other a farewell pizza party at the 
home of Joan Moorberg. Marilyn is now liv- 
ing in Omaha and reports that every day 
seems like Saturday since she isn’t work- 
ing ... Welcome to Jeanine Stauffer who 
has taken over Marilyn’s ‘‘chores.” She and 
her husband have just purchased a new home 
on North 67th Street ... Ken and Mary Bos- 
hart flew to Kansas City one weekend and 
enjoyed the ball game between the Kansas 
City A’s and the Chicago White Sox... Ot 
Gorman has been appointed to the committee 
on Education and Publicity, Grand Lodge of 
Masons of Nebraska Vacationers last 
month include Bill Quinn, who acquired a 
nice tan under the Colorado sun, and Ot 
Gorman who spent a few days at Genoa... 
Annette Luthy visited us recently. She is 
spending the summer on her parents’ farm 
and says she is getting a lot of experience 
in making picket fences, shingling corn cribs, 
etc. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Marcia V. Watson, Associate Editor 

Harlan Cane and his Cost Control group 
have left us for their new quarters on the 
second floor of the new building... B. A. 
“Buck” Isaman’s Planning department, with 
Dick Wakeman, Loran Powell and Kay Ris- 
ing, moved into the offices so recently va- 
cated by the Cost Control force ... Dick 


Warehouse 
s 


a 


An Untidy Front Yard 

Things have been in a sorry state at 21st and L 
for several weeks as a major street improvement 
project swept past the doors. A great change in 
the landscape will result as L street becomes a 
One-way-west and performs a sweeping curve near 
21st to connect with Parkway Boulevard from the 
southecst. 

The effect of all this on the traffic pattern 
at 21st and L is confusing, to say the least. For 
a long time, access was denied to the main ware- 
house entrances, the parking lot and to the south 
door of the garage. As the picture indicates, no 
one did any driving on L street after the project 
got under way. 


Wakeman vacationed at Sioux Narrows, On- 
tario . . . Loran Powell took a few days of 
his vacation to attend an Eagles’ convention 
in Alliance. Loran is a state officer in the 
lodge ... Marieta Songster, of Co-op, and 
husband, toured the Black Hills on their 
vacation . .. Reah Churchill, Cafeteria, with 
her husband and youngest, also spent their 
vacation in the Black Hills ... Walter F. 
Roberts completed his vacation at Bismark, 
North Dakota. It was a dual celebration. Not 
only the annual gathering of the Roberts’ 
clan, but the 50th wedding anniversary of 
the brother in Bismark. While there they did 
some fishing at the huge Garrison dam... 
Paula Otte spent a quiet vacation at home 
in Beatrice, journeying no farther’ than 


Omaha ... Marcia Watson spent two weeks 
at home enjoying having all the family to- 
gether ... Mary Hessler, General Plant, and 


husband, Don, of Lincoln switchroom, spent 
two weeks visiting in California. First to 
San Francisco, then down the coast to Los 
Angeles; stopping at Las Vegas on the way 
back ... Mina Jorgensen and husband spent 
the July 18 weekend at Alliance and Chad- 
ron and the following week in Colorado. Time 
was spent at Loveland, Estes Park, Grand 
Lake and Denver M. C. Walker spent 
several days fishing at Ogallala during 
August, but reports that the fishing was not 
at all good. 


“Retired” Club 


Mr. and Mrs. Joy Dobbs have returned 
from a 4300-mile trip through the Colo- 
rado Rockies, Utah, Washington, Yellowstone 
and the Tetons. While at Brigham City, 
Utah, they visited with Sterling Dobbs, now 
supervisor of development in a= chemical 
plant there. Joy drove into his own drive- 
way at the end of the trouble-free vaca- 
tion and a few minutes later attempted to 
start the car and found the battery dead. 
He's thankful it chose the proper time to 
give up the ghost. The departure of 
the Tom Longdon family created quite a stir 
in Fairbury. Their new home will be at 
Eureka, California. They expect to. give 
it about a year's trial before deciding firmly 
on making California their permanent home. 


Supply 


by Mary L. Wynn 

The most exciting vacation we've heard 
about in the supply department was taken by 
Dick Howey, who was on leave of absence 
during the summer to take a 3-months-tour 
of Europe. He was most interested in the part 
of his trip in Russia. Dick reports that the 
palace of the Czar in Leningrad is fantastic. 
No other palace in Europe compares to it. 
It has 300 halls alone and everything is done 
in marble. It is now an art gallery with the 
finest collection in the world. He saw a 15’x 
15’ map made of mosaic using the country’s 
natural stones. The major cities are marked 
by diamonds and the smaller cities by 
rubies. . . . During one of the tours they 
heard a group of people coming so stopped 
to see what the excitement was. About that 
time Krushchev came in sight. One of the 
women in Dick’s group greeted Krushchev 
and as he reached out to shake her hand a 
picture was snapped of them. This was a very 
unusual thing as secret police were all 
around. He attended the ballet at different 
places along his tour. The tickets to a bal- 
let or opera in Russia are very, very cheap. 
On the other hand, clothing is very expensive. 
He was very impressed with the 6-year-old 
Moscow University which is one huge build- 
ing composed of 45,000 rooms. Dick cycled 300 
miles through Germany. He then hitchhiked 
to Vienna. Here he witnessed the Interna- 
tional Communist Youth Festival. He and a 
friend made a 1-day climb in the Alps. 
In fact, Dick did so many interesting things 
it would take a book to tell all about his 
tour. His ambition now is to study a year 
in Munich and take another tour of Russia 
as there are so very many beautiful sights 
to see there. . . . Our military reservists 
were quite scattered for their summer duty— 
Larry Davis went to Fort Carson. Colorado; 
Keith Bouwens—Camp Ripley, Minnesota: Ron 
Cotton—Fort Riley, Kansas; Cliff Smith—AI- 
pena, Michigan; and Jack Hale was with the 
XVI U. S. Army Corps (Reserve) Headquar- 
ters in Omaha.... Ralph Culver visited W. C. 
Maxfield, a retired employee, who now lives 
in Colorado. ...Al Behm visited his brother 
in Corning, N. Y. and his sister in Hartford, 
Conn. ...Ivan Olson fished in Minnesota... . 
Frank Condos vacationed with his son and 
family in Denver. . . . Lowell Johnson stayed 
home to visit with his son, Lowell, Jr., who 
is in the Air Force and was enroute from 
Biloxi, Miss. to Glasgo, Mont. . .. Merle 
Chamberlain fished at Johnson Lake. 
Beb Stall went to Wichita and Denver. He 
hac a glider ride which was quite a thrill... 
Charles Stock visited relatives in Piqua, Ohio 
and Bland, Missouri. .. . George Fleck drove 
up north to try to cool off. . Jim Geist 
went to Arkansas to fish. ... Larry Cuzzupe 
went ‘hhome’’ to Palmyra, New Jersey. 
Bruce Seamark spent his time redecorating 
the inside of his house. Charles Han- 
sen toured Colorado, New Mexico and Ari- 
zona. .. . The Hoaglins first picked up their 
son, Jim, who attended summer camp in 
Colorado. They then toured Colorado, New 
Mexico, and Old Mexico. In Fort Worth, 
Texas, and Oklahoma City they had a re- 
union with Red’s army buddies whom he had 


nol seen for 15 years. ... Wes Haas attended 
a family reunion in Missouri. 250 people 
were in attendance. . . . Ray Sherman 
toured the Black Hills. . . Ed Hlina visited 
in Iowa, Missouri and Arkansas. ... Rudy 
Trouba has a 1959 light blue and white 
Cinevrolet. . . . Mr. Strasser may now be 


found convalescing at his home, and eager 
to see his many friends. He returned to Lin- 
coln mid-August after several weeks in St. 
Mary's Hospital in Rochester, Minnesota. 
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L. A. Stacy arrived at a 
Pioneer meeting bleeding pro- 
fusely, and almost doubled 
over with laughter at the 
funny thing that had just 
happened to him. He was 
driving along in his well- 
insured Dodge, talking to his 
passenger, when he ran a 
bright red light and smashed 
into a big truck, utterly 
demolishing the car and re- 
ceiving several deep, gaping 
wounds. 


Bob Barnett, Dusty Rhoades and Dick Merrill 
Lincoln Plant, were fishing on a Minnesota 
lake on a powered raft. Dick's 4-year-old 
son, Mike, came along to learn the game. So 
that Mike wouldn't lose his $3 fishing rod, 
Dick tied it firmly to a chair, and turned 
around in time to see his own $25 outfit 
disappear beneath the waves. 


It's nice to have relatives drop in for the 
night. That's what Ferne Wilger, York, 
thought when the Jim Dudgeons of Hastings 
came a-visiting. She assigned them to a 
beautiful four-poster bed, which Jim immé- 
diately decided to move closer to a window. 
At first it wouldn't budge, so he gave a 
mighty jerk and was horrified to see it 
collapse into a dozen separate pieces. 
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THERE'S A NICE 
CAMP SITE | 
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Wes Haas, General Shop, keeps his cat at 
home with the aid of a collar and chain. The 
cat got scared the other day when Wes came 
too close with his power mower and jumped 
the fence. The chain was too short and the 
feline hung suspended in the air on the 
other side. Mrs. Haas saw the tragedy de- 
veloping and ran screaming into the yard and 
Wes dashed to the other side of the fence to 
rescue the expiring cat. In order to revive 
it he gave it artificial respiration. 


Lloyd Oglesby started for the west coast 
with his car loaded to the springs with 
tents, cots, cooking utensils, bedrolls, 
etc. He camped out only once - in Yellow- 
stone - where the wind, bears, earthquake, 
or something, nearly tore the campsite 
apart. After that the Oglesbys lived only 
at plush motels; with the car still loaded 
with camping gear. 


"Swede" Foster, Construction, 
drove downtown to keep a date 
with his doctor. First, he 
parked at a defective meter 
that took all his change be- 
fore it would register an 
hour's time. Then he went 
into the building to find 
that the doctor had moved his 


OH, THERE office. A long drive and 

THEY ARE search located the doc's new |  #  #  ## (hhc oe 
I5 THE CALL . office in another part of 
HERE town — and there he found 
WHO WAS that his appointment was set 


for the following day. 
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Flora Haberman, York 
Traffic, doesn't know 
where this slip of 
the tongue came from, 
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Present at the award ceremony, from left: L. W. Cleveland, B. A. Isaman, Houghton Furr, B. J. Sievers, 
R. K. Ghormley, Francis E. Smith, B. D. Pattison, R. H. Gray, Thomas C. Woods, Jr., R. J. Connors, 
K. L. Lawson, Walter F. Roberts, M. C. Walker and M. M. Hale. 


Francis E. Smith Receives the Frank H. Woods Award 


Bronze Award Given For “’Meritorious Service’’ 


Francis E. Smith, combinationman of Lincoln Plant, be- 
came the first recipient of a Frank H. Woods award since 
their establishment by the board of directors in February 
1958. The presentation was made by President Thomas C. 
Woods, Jr. on October 2. 

Mr. Smith was instrumental in saving the life of four- 
year-old Rebecca Rae Logan of Lincoln last January after 
she had been struck by a truck on Cornhusker Highway, 
north of Lincoln. 

The awards, four in number, were established as a me- 
morial to LT&T’s founder and long-time president, Frank 
H. Woods. They range from a certificate of merit accom- 
panied by a $25 cash gift to the gold award with a gratuity 
of $2,500. The awards are designated to be given in recog- 
nition of acts of extraordinary service that are not a part 
of an employee’s assigned duties. Such acts may involve the 
protection or restoration of telephone service, the saving of 
life or property, the alleviation of human suffering, or other 
outstanding accomplishments in public service. 

The bronze award, with a gift of $250 was presented to 
Mr. Smith. The handsome leather folder Francis holds in 
his hand on the cover picture is inscribed “Frank H. Woods 
Memorial Award.” A bronze medallion bearing the likeness 
of Frank H. Woods is enclosed within. The fly leaf reads: 
“Frank H. Woods Bronze Award Presented to Francis E. 
Smith in Recognition of Meritorious Service on January 30, 
1959.” A detailed account of the incident upon which the 
award is based appears on an inside sheet. 

Mr. Smith, in the line of duty, on the afternoon of January 
30, was driving west on Cornhusker Highway when he ar- 
The little girl was lying at the roadside. Francis stopped his 
truck and inquired if anyone had called for the police or 
ambulance and found that no action had been taken. He 
then covered the child with his coat and ran to a nearby 
trailer where he telephoned the police and called for an am- 
bulance. When he returned to Rebecca Rae he found her 
bleeding severely from a wound at the side of her head. 
He brought his company first aid training into use by apply- 
ing digital pressure to stem the flow of blood. 


When the police arrived, Lt. Virgil Campbell relieved 
him and held the pressure until the ambulance was on the 
scene. Lt. Campbell and others at the scene are of the 
opinion that Mr. Smith, by prompt and proper application 
of first aid, was instrumental in saving the life of the girl. 


Francis has been employed with LT&T since 1942, work- 
ing as construction groundman and lineman until 1952 when 
he became a combinationman in Lincoln Plant. His wife, 
the former Eunice Carlson, was an employee of the account- 
ing department before their marriage. The Smiths have 
three children—Carol, 10; Danny, 6; and Jimmy, 2. 


Francis has a back-breaking but profitable hobby. He 
builds homes. He has completed two in the last ten years 
including the one in which the family now lives at 1915 
South 53 street, Lincoln. 


The presentation was made by Mr. Woods in his office. The cameraman 
at right is recording the event on film for the KOLN television newscast. 


The Bells Are Not Always Ringing 


Full Selective Ringing Comes to Lincoln Rural Lines 


by J. S. Reed 


Rural party lines are not easily 
adaptable to provide the same kind of 
service as in town, because of the low 
population density of rural districts 
with farm families scattered over a 
large area. It is uneconomical to pro- 
vide one or two-party line service to 
such customers when the lines must ex- 
tend for miles with only a few people 
to be served. 


It is possible, however, to improve 
the multi-party line service by provid- 
ing full-selective ringing in place of 
the multi-party code ringing presently 
used. In the code ringing arrangement, 
all bells on the line ring whenever a 
subscriber is being signaled. In the full- 
selective ringing arrangement, only one 
bell rings at a time while others on the 
line remain silent. 


Full-selective ringing is obtained by 
providing each telephone on the party 
line with a “tuned” ringer or bell that 
responds to only one ringing frequency. 
Five frequencies are employed, each 
one differing by a specific value, vary- 
Ing from 10 to 1623 cycles, according to 
the system employed, whether har- 
monic, decimonic, or synchromonic. 
LT&T has adopted the synchromonic 
system, in which the frequencies differ 
by 12 cycles for the group beginning 
with 30 cycles. A 20-cycle frequency is 
employed as the first frequency. The 
next in order is 30 cycles followed by 
42, 54, and 66 cycles. Figure 1 illustrates 
the type of ringer under discussion. 

The “tuning” of the ringers to proper- 
ly respond to the desired frequency is 
accomplished by mounting the clapper 
and armature on a steel reed or flat 
spring and equipping the clapper with 
a weight of a value that will give the 
clapper a natural period or frequency 
of vibration corresponding to the line 
frequency. The ringer coils produce an 
alternating magnetic field, and under 
the fluctuations of the field the arma- 
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Fig. 1: Typical construction of ringer used in 
synchromonic system. 


ture is made to vibrate. When these 
fluctuations correspond to the natural 
period, the armature and clapper will 
take up the vibration and the bell will 
ring. If ringing current of a different 
frequency is sent out over the line, the 
armature cannot follow the magnetic 
fluctuations and it will fail to vibrate 
to the proper extent to cause the clap- 
per to strike the bells. 

Full 10-party selective ringing is ob- 
tained by installing the bells between 
each side of line and ground, five to a 
side. This arrangement requires that 
the lines be free from grounds of any 
kind; otherwise trouble, such as cross 
ringing, may occur. Contact of the 
line wires with trees must be avoided. 


A few exchanges in LT&T territory 
have already been converted to syn- 
chromonic ringing. Present rural party 
lines in the 4, 5, and 6 Office areas of 
Lincoln were recently converted from 
code ringing to synchromonic ringing. 

To accomplish the change-over in the 
Lincoln Offices, it was necessary to pro- 
vide new five-frequency ringing equip- 
ment in the offices involved. The tele- 
phones on the rural lines also were re- 
placed with instruments containing 
synchromonic ringers. 

Since the 4 and 6 Office areas each 
have about 200 stations, all telephones 
in each office were changed at one time. 
A sufficient number of combinationmen 
were assigned to this project to make 
the change-over within one-half day in 
each office. 

This plan could not be followed in the 
5 Office area since there were too many 
telephones (over 500) involved. Ac- 
cordingly, the conversion was made 
over a period of time with several as- 
signed workers. Sets with synchro- 
monic ringers were installed with the 
old sets being left in place for signaling 
under the old set-up, as shown in Fig- 
ure 2. After the lines were cut over to 
the synchromonic ringing §arrange- 
ments, the stations were revisited to 
remove the old instruments. 

The new ringing equipment (Figure 
3) used in the Lincoln Offices for pro- 
viding the necessary ringing frequen- 
cies is of novel design. It makes use of 
transistor components in tuned oscil- 
lator and amplifier circuits, which oper- 
ate from a 48-volt DC battery supply to 
produce alternating currents of the de- 
sired ringing frequencies. The appar- 
atus is tuned to supply the synchro- 
monic series of ringing frequencies. 

Each frequency generator unit in- 
cludes its voltage regulator, oscillator, 
driver amplifier, power amplifier, and 
output transformer. Each output fre- 
quency of the transistorized ringing 
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Fig. 2: Donald I. Haith, combinationman, mak- 
ing final connection of handset with synchromonic 
ringing. Set on floor contains standard ringer for 
old signaling system. It is to be removed after 
the cutover to the synchromonic system. 


equipment is individually controlled, 
with a screwdriver operated frequency 
adjustment at the front panel. Once 
the frequency is set, it is not subject to 
significant variation under any operat- 
ing condition, including variable input 
voltage, variable temperature, duration 
of use, and loan conditions. An accurate 
frequency meter enables correct adjust- 
ment of the frequency of the output. 

Direct current operation eliminates 
the need for switching in case of AC 
power failure and increases the flexi- 
bility of the installation, because the 
stand-by unit is identical with the nor- 
mal running unit. The equipment has 
built-in voltage compensation and 
changes in battery voltage between 44 
and 56 volts produce very little change 
in ringing voltage. The ringing voltage 
also remains very nearly constant with 
changing load. 


Fig. 3: Synchromonic ringing equipment in 4-9” 
Office. Note frequency meter on right for check- 
ing output frequency of each of the five generator 
units on panel. Meter at left is voltmeter for 
registering output voltage. 


Gclf is a game of distances—and 


the players are widely separated while on the course, which makes it 


all the more important that they get close together afterward so that all may hear of their triumphs 
and woes. Here the contestants are assembled at Cotner Terrace on the night of the tournament. 


Closest to the camera, from left: 


Charles Connors, Hal Feather, Joe Adamson and Les Livingston. 


Golf Champs Crowned in Company-wide Tourney 


Mills and Bauer are Trophy Winners 


The annual championship golf tourn- 
ament has come and gone, and it didn’t 
change things to a marked degree. 
Roy Mills is still champion, which 
doesn’t surprise anyone. 

Roy, in fact, has been sweeping 
through telephone opposition far longer 
than Oklahoma has ruled the Big Eight 
—or Seven—or Six. It was 20 years 
ago that the big fellow won his first 
LT&T championship; and strangely, 


by the same medal score he posted in 
this year’s event—a snappy 83. 

That, of course, is rather high for 
the free-swinging Mills. A gusty wind 
blew over the course and always man- 
aged to carry the ball in the wrong di- 
rection, making scores generally higher 
than usual. 

The tournament was held at Pioneers 
Golf Club, Lincoln, on Sunday, Sep- 
tember 20, as 39 golfers completed their 


Trophy winners were announced and recognized at the dinner hour by Dick Hobson, secretary of the 


golfing group. Medal champion was Roy Mills, left. 


Handicap champion was Jim Bauer, right. 
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cards. Prizes were distributed among 
players in three flights, or divisions. 
The first flight caught those with av- 
erages of 72 to 93; the second from 94 
to 104; and the third from 105 upward. 
Winners of the various prizes were: 


FIRST FLIGHT 


Longest Drive # 1..........------ L. W. Cleveland 

Closest “Pin, 3 1] Siccc see ee R. E. Mills 

Closest 2d) Se Beescsssehacoecoases C. E. Connors 
SECOND FLIGHT 

Longest Drive: 3P licensees Les Livingston 

Closest Pitiy Fe B scion cond ate eesti K.. E: Johnson 

Closest 2rd. 2218 ccc cess ieeneee C. B. Sieck 
THIRD FLIGHT 

Longest Drive #1......---------- Bob Spinharney 

Closest Pin; Se 13 wee W. H. Husing 

Closest 2nd, Se | Biccscccccmcssensseees A. B. Gorman 


Winner of the handicap trophy was 
James H. Bauer, of Superior Plant, 
whose 29 handicap aided him in turn- 
ing in a par-busting 64. 

Following the tournament, the com- 
petitors assembled again at nightfall 
in Cotner Terrace, an East Lincoln 
supper club, where they replayed the 
match with voice and gestures, to 
the accompaniment of delicious steaks 
and salad bowls. The tournament and 
dinner were arranged by Dick Hobson, 
golfing secretary, whose productions 
aiready rival those of his predecessor, 
Dewey Nelsen. 

The mystery still abounds as to how 
these gentlemen manage to procure so 
many costly golfing fringe benefits with 
such a small entry fee. 
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Prizes Galore 
For Employee Sales 


The News needs to catch up with all 
the fine prizes that have been won and 
awarded since last June. The pictures 
on this page show the presentation of 
the 12 employee sales prizes to the 
lucky winners for July, August and 
September. The prizes were purchased 
and distributed by Bill Quinn, sales 
supervisor, who also did an outstanding 
job of polaroid photography. 


In The Pictures: 


tT: July “southern” prize, a picnic cooler, was won 
by Harold Drake, center, of Tecumseh Plant. 
Others from left are: Norma Lee Hahn, W. H. 
Husing, Irene Thies and “’Willie’’ Williams. 


2: July “eastern” prize was a rod and reel for 


R. H. Berggren of Ashland. E. L. Dorland stands 
at left; R. L. Johnson at right. 


3: July “central” prize, a motion picture screen, 
went to R. C. Hawkins of Lincoln Plant. B. D. 
Pattison and R. H. Gray made the presentation. 


4: July “western” prize, a pair of hip waders, 
was presented to Phil Eckles of Sutton Plant by 
J. H. Mankamyer. 


5: August “southern” prize was a pair of decoy 
ducks for R. G. Bruning of Pawnee City. Pictured 
from left are Lynn Johnson, W. H. Husing, C. B. 
Franzen, Mr. Bruning and Avis Collar. 


6: Betty Jo Schleif of Superior won an electric 
percolator as the August “western” prize. Irene 
Oltman and Frank Kubat attended the presenta- 
tion. 


7: August “eastern” prize was a steam iron. Vyrl 
Clark is handing the gift to Grace Heigl of Platts- 
mouth Commercial. 


8: Virginia Wurtz of Lincoln Commercial re- 
ceived the August “central” prize from Jack 
Caldwell. It was an electric automatic blanket. 


9: The September “southern” prize was a flash 
camera, presented to Gerald Caley, Fairbury, by 
Mike Danaher. 


10: The September “central” prize was a card 
table to match Sigrid Hohl’s Samsonite chairs. 
W. J. McDowell made the award. 


11: A. C. Andres of Stromsburg won the Sep- 
tember “western” prize—an electric fry pan. Jim 
Hatfield and Ralph Wait did the honors. 


12: September “eastern” prize, an electric waffle 


iron, went to Lola M. Langner of Seward Com- 
mercial. Don Rutledge presented it. 


An Office Move at Fairfield 


The company camera, with Bill Quinn at the peep-hole, caught this 
scene at Fairfield on September 10 as the exchange was being moved 
from its former rented quarters to a newly constructed CDO building. 

The move was made at midday. The cutover crew, mostly westenders, 
are identified from left, standing: Jack Mankamyer, area manager, Sut- 
ton; Bob Culver, Superior Plant; Fred McCormick, General Plant; Gordon 
Sinner, Sutton Plant; Francis Darnold, General Plant. Kneeling: J. Pamplin, 
Hastings Construction; R. H. Hunzeker, Sutton Plant; J. J. Keogh, Hastings 
Construction; Phil Eckles, Sutton Plant. 

Originally a locally owned exchange, Fairfield became part of the LT&T 
system in August 1918 with its purchase from M. L. Jones, one of the 
town’s leading businessmen of the time. Mr. Jones continued as local 
manager until his retirement in June 1931. The exchange was converted 
from manual to dial operation in December 1941. 


Softballers Post a Good Record 


it‘s a bit late in the season to revive the subject of softball, but re- 
ports were unavailable last month on the year’s activities of the two teams 
that played under the LT&T banner. One was at Hastings, and we still 
have no information as to its successes. The other, pictured above, de- 
veloped its strength in late season to become one of the powers in the AA-1 
league at Lincoln, winning seven of the ten scheduled league games. The 
team played in the AAA league during the first half-season and despite 
some close ones, managed oniy to win one of the ten league games. 
The season’s record of all games played showed 11 wins and 16 losses. 
Dean Jones, of Lincoln Plant, was the playing manager. 

Team members from left, front row: Tom Blevins, Jerry Campbell, Bob 
Livingston, Dean Jones. Back row: Bob Inmann, Stan Jensen, Dave Barnes, 
Roger Maher, Irv Pfeiffer, Al Bell. 


Chevy Sales Wagon Doubles an a Float 


The company is sometimes asked to participate in parades held 
throughout the territory and in the absence of a regular float designed for 
that purpose our entry usually consists of a well-washed working truck, 
festively bedecked with crepe paper. 

Dick Fischer, of Pawnee City, gave voice to a good idea when the towns- 
folk approached him for an entry in the county fair parade. He asked for 
the use of the company’s “sales wagon,”’ topped by the huge plastic colored 
telephone. He spent some long hours on the road delivering it to the 
scene and returning it to Lincoln, but thinks it was well worth the time. 

By adding a few streamers of crepe paper and mounting colored tele- 
phones at window height, the ‘’sales wagon” was converted into a float that 
was acclaimed one of the best commercial entries of the parade. 

Later the car was parked in front of the exchange building where it 
came under the inspection of a large number of people and thereby fat- 
tened the prospect list for the sale of colored telephones. 


With the Fringe On Top 


LT&T, in 1958, paid out more than $1% million in em- 
ployee fringe benefits! 

This amount did not appear on the employee’s paycheck 
or statement of earnings and was not subject to income tax 
withholding, social security or other payroll deductions. 
Every dollar represented a full 100 cents in benefits and was 
equal to more than 25% of the gross direct compensation. 
No overtime, premium or differential pay was included in 
the benefit study released in July by the controller’s office. 

Following is a summary of the 1958 employee benefits: 


Pensions 
Number on pension 


MON ou... .2.2eeeee2-2ceeceeesceceeeceeeeeeee eo eee ssnsiick 101 
AA BI WOME 22s-0o/ 9. ce ctcatet last idler aksase ie tncengt 82 
Pensions paid .................. deeb sdpeatenee $ 187,359 
Pension accruals ..........2-..2.-ccc0e.0eceeeeeeee* $ 408,159 


Death Benefits 
Paid to beneficiaries 


in] oro g| 8-1 Geena et es a ee eee ee RR RRR aee Se 17 
AMOUNT? - cseccen ek oleh cis ese ceelew eee czee $ 49,660 
Group insurance premiums paid by Co. ........ $ 48,986 
Sickness-disability benefits 
NMuntiber OT C0808) nc0csc kc eee auch. a 134 
Ble yam) feo de 15 || ce ee Stpuirenaeiis a7 
PPR POON: Sekhar See a es ea Ss late $ 102,722 
Accident-disability benefits & expenses 
MinibGr OF COSES -ehic chess odnciwiasatcvpedanscataasarsocss 21 
Days. 1OSE FINE wencccxesccesbvccccceonns prea i ebabaa ae 368 
AIMGUiIAt POI aiciecesecrecsscsduieerscvacescsansscepscoswasaxees 4... 17,209 
Leaves of absence 
GUO EE « denice Gon wheshaetnd bd endegescddcoobintnassearerasyeees 69 
(12 on Military leave) ........0.0000..2eeecee ee Sage $ 5,74] 


Legally required payments 
Old G6 GONSION:..o5.2 decease Aewcdoelecrcecgas viet deees $ 
Unemployment insurance .....................--.------ $ 34,703 
$ 
$ 


Concession telepnene rates 


Facilities 
Co-op, TEMBA, cafeteria, etc. ...............0-.+00 


Paid absences 
Holidays, vacations, rest periods, 
jury duty, death in family, etc. -.........000....... 


Total $1,552,418 


$ 668,540 
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Clyde Burge, Last of the Bell Men, Retires 


Southern District Vanishes With His Departure 


Clyde A. Burge, southern district 
manager, retired October 1, to close a 
career of nearly half a century as a 
telephone man. Amid loud and sincere 
protests of innu- 
merable friends, he 
and Mrs. Burge have 
moved to Prescott, 
Arizona to begin the 
new phase of life 
among strange sur- 
roundings. A newly 
built home was 
awaiting their ar- 
rival. The Burges 
traveled through the 
high plateau country 
ee Wide in past years and long 
ago marked it as the site of their re- 
tirement activities. 

Mr. Burge has held the distinction 
for several years of being the last of 
the “Old Bell” employees. He joined 
our company, along with several hun- 
dred others, by transferring from the 
rolls of the Nebraska (Bell) Telephone 
Company when the South Platte prop- 
erties of that organization were pur- 
chased by LT&T in 1912. 

He began his long career June 10, 
1910 with the Lincoln Bell at a $25 
monthly salary in a position he de- 
scribes as a “main frame monkey.” He 
was 15 at the time. With the transfer 
to our company he gained the title of 
switchboardman. 

In October 1913 he accepted a posi- 
tion at Danville, Illinois and from there 
went into Naval service during World 
War I. Returning to civilian life wear- 
ing both English and French combat 
decorations, he re-entered LT&T ranks 
as a switchboardman at Fairbury. In 
April 1921 he was appointed manager 
of that exchange and two years later 
went to Columbus as manager for the 


Platte County Independent Telephone 
Company. He came into the general 
commercial department in 1927 as com- 
mercial survey representative and in 
1929 was named assistant commercial 
engineer. He replaced C. G. Bennett on 
the latter’s retirement as district man- 
ager at York in 1935. In August 1939 he 
moved to Beatrice as district manager, 
succeeding J. P. Lahr, who had died in 
office. 

In leaving the telephone profession, 
Mr. Burge could well look with pride 
upon an almost unparalleled record of 
good public and employee relations 
which he maintained during his many 
years of company service. His experi- 
ence and understanding covered all 
phases of telephone work and were put 
to good and constant use in the sev- 
eral positions of responsibility he held 
with the company. 

A promise was wrung from the 
Burges that they will return often to 
LT&T-land; and Clyde wants it under- 
stood that his new hometown lies 
astride the southern route to California 
and he will take personal affront if 
any of our folk pass him by while 
making the trip. His address is 1401 
Northside Drive, Prescott, Arizona. 

With Mr. Burge’s retirement an era 
came to anend. The last of the district 
boundaries disappeared. Since Febru- 
ary 1912 the several districts have been 
an integral part of our territorial or- 
ganization. Last April the eastern, 
western and central districts were dis- 
solved, as were the positions of district 
manager, district wire chief, district 
clerk, etc. Supervision of plant and 
commercial activities was then taken 
over by the general offices involved. 
And on October 1 the southern district 
followed suit on the departure of Mr. 
Burge. 


Welcome To Hallam 


The company recently purchased the 
properties of the Hallam Telephone 
Company in southern Lancaster County, 
composed of a single, manually oper- 
ated exchange presently serving about 
140 subscribers. It once formed part of 
the telephone holdings of Ben Miller. 
of Crete. 

Following the purchase the outside 
plant was completely rebuilt by our 
construction forces with the erection of 
new pole lines, open wire and cable 
distribution system. A new CDO build- 
ing was erected and dial switching 
equipment installed by Weldon Duer 
and Myrel Ifland, with W. D. Thomp- 
son as engineer. The men of Lincoln 
Plant attended most of the pre-conver- 
sion details. R. L. (Curly) Wilson and 


Joe Miller replaced the old magneto 
sets with new dial telephones while 
Phil Bailey assisted in the final test- 
ing. R.L. Hibbert, service foreman, was 
in general charge. 

The dial exchange was cut into serv- 
ice September 15 at 6 a.m., at which 
time it officially became part of the 
LT&T family as our 126th exchange. 
It is a 200-line capacity A.E. board with 
100 lines equipped. 

Telephone numbers at Hallam are of 
seven digits, conforming to the 2L-5N 
numbering scheme designed for use in 
nationwide direct distance dialing. The 
rural lines are equipped for full se- 
lective ringing. At a later date the ex- 
change will serve the new atomic 
power plant now being constructed 
north of Hallam by the Consumers Pub- 
lic Power District. 
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Addalene Christian 
1900-1959 


Addalene B. Christian, who retired 
from Lincoln Traffic in July 1957, 
passed away at Lincoln, September 14. 
Her retirement, after a 32-year tele- 
phone career, fol- 
lowed an extended 
period of illness. 

Mrs. Christian is 
best remembered in 
Our organization as 
an employee of the 
Weeping Water ex- 
change where, as Ad- 
dalene Lorensen, she 
spent nearly a quar- 
ter century provid- 
ing for the telephone 
needs of local subscribers. 


She was born at the neighboring 
town of Manley and moved to Weeping 
Water while still a school girl. She 
joined the company as an operator in 
November 1924. In April 1929 she was 
promoted to assistant chief and was 
named chief operator in 1936. 


In February 1948 she transferred to 
Lincoln Traffic and in October 1952 was 
married to Thomas B. Christian at 
Montebello, California. She continued 
working as operator at Lincoln until 
closing out her telephone career with 
retirement on July 11, 1957, after a 
year’s absence because of ill health. She 
was a charter member of the Frank H. 
Woods Pioneer chapter. 


Final services were held for Mrs. 
Christian at the Congregational Church 
at Weeping Water, September 17, with 
interment at nearby Oakwood Ceme- 
tery 


Happiness Ahead 


Mary Lou Cahalene, Lincoln Traffic, be- 
came the bride of Duncan Long in a cere- 
mony performed at St. Mary's Cathedral in 
Lincoln on September 5. 


Bonnie Harris, Fairbury Traffic, became 
the bride of Eugene Jarchow on August 30 
at the Immanuel Lutheran Church near Day- 
kin. 

Sharon Fisbeck, Fairbury Traffic, and Ken- 
neth Chappell of Belleville, Kansas were 
united in marriage at the American Lutheran 
Church, Fairbury, on September 16. 

Janis Wall, Accounting, and Karl Clark 
exchanged wedding vows on October 4 in 
St. Peter's Lutheran Church at Hampton. 

Della Wickes, Hastings Traffic, became 
the bride of James Howard on September 
14 in a ceremony performed in the Lutheran 
Church at Clay Center. They will live in 
Georgia. 

Robert Zeigler and Connie Marie Jensen 
Were united in marriage on August 14. Bob 
is a member of the Hastings based Construc- 
tion crew. 


Annual Round-up of H-R Grads 


Professor Hill, in his various presentations, received the undivided attention of his audience, as this 
picture attests. Closest to camera, from left: B. D. Pattison, R. W. Blackford, R. H. Fischer, R. L. 


Johnson and G. E. Eggleston. 


Graduates of the 14 Human Relations 
in Management classes, held since the 
inception of the program in 1953, as- 
sembled for their annual Round-up on 
Thursday, September 24 at the Lincoln 
Hotel. More than a hundred were pres- 
ent. 

The day was a busy one, with nearly 
every available moment filled with 
lecture sessions or small-group table 
discussions of assigned problems. 

The leader of the Round-up was 
L. Clayton Hill, professor of industrial 
relations at the University of Michigan. 
He proved to be a veritable fountain of 
information on human behaviors as 
they relate to industry and particularly 
to those problems closely connected 
with the telephone business. 


The Round-up is an annual event 
sponsored by the personnel depart- 


ment. Invitations are extended to 
supervisory employees who have com- 
pleted the course. 


On the rostrum: Walter F. Roberts, personnel di- 
rector at left; L. Clayton Hill, University of Michi- 
gan, at the lectern. 


Everybody Profits 


How do YOU, as a telephone em- 
ployee, benefit from the money known 
as “profit,” the sum that is left over 
after all bills and taxes are paid? 

We all know that wages and em- 
ployee benefits already are paid for 
before the profits can be determined. 

The answer to the question is a sim- 
ple one. If there were not sufficient 
profits we could stay in business only 
by making cuts in our expenditures for 
materials, salaries, benefits, plant 
maintenance, ete. Our people, our 
standard of service and our subscribers 
all would be affected in varying de- 
grees. 

Telephone growth and progress orig- 
inates, not from company generosity, 
not from government subsidy, not 
even from need or popular outcry; but 


from the basic principle that an addi- 


tional investment must produce suffi- 
cient profit to justify the expense. 

Out of profits, the owners of LT&T 
are paid for the use of the money they 
have invested in the business. Much of 
our expansion program and other pro- 
visions for the future are financed 
through the sale of additional securi- 
ties of the company. 

To compete in the investment market 
our stocks and bonds must retain their 
attraction. There are many factors that 
have a bearing on creating an attractive 
investment, but one of the most impor- 
tant is a record of good and consistent 
profits. 

So, as LT&T continues its program of 


expansion, modernization and develop- 
ment, look well to the balance sheet; 
for the profit column is instrumental 
in bringing these things to pass for the 
benefit of every person in every town 
and hamlet reached by the service we 


render. 
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New Employees 


Accounting 
Karen Bartow ....-...-- Mach. Opr. .....--- 9-14 
Jozetta Buechter ....Mach. Opr. -..-..-- 9-14 
Vincent Clayton ...... Stott Asst: ccccee. 9-14 
Rosalie Jirsa ............ Mach. Opr. ......-- 8-31 
Donna Keiser .....-.--- Mach. Opr. ....-.-- 8-17 


Cost Control 
Robert Halvorsen ....Cost Cont. Asst. .. 9- | 


Commercial 
Karen Golden .........- Svc. Rep., Lincoln 8-17 
Mary ROSS: s..2-- acs Teller, Lincoln .... 8-26 
Marie Vaughn ......-- Clerk, Lincoln .... 8-31 
Mary VerSteeg ....-.-- Clerk, Lincoln .... 9- 9 
Janice Wilson .....--- Svc. Rep., Lincoln 9- 8 
Plant 


R. Dwinell (P.T.) ...-.- Garage Svcmn....- 8-29 
Roger Kness (P.T.) ..Janitor, Lincoln .. 9- 1 
Harriett McPeak ...-Elev. Opr., Lincoln 8-2] 
J. Musselman (P.T.).Janitor, Lincoln .. 9- 1 


Traffic 
Arleen Behrens .....--- Oor., LINEGIN \...46. 8-18 
LGis Bose cascccecueee Opr., Syracuse .... 8-26 
Phyllis Ellrod .........- Opr.;. Lincoln .:..2. 8-18 
Connie Gibson .....--- Opr., Lincoln .....- 8-24 


Connie Hedrick ...--- Opr., Lincoln ...... 8.24 
Barbara Heskett ..-.-- Opr., Superior .... 9-14 


Twila Howe ........---- Opr., Superior .... 9-14 
Shirley Kotas .......--- Opr., Superior .... 9-14 
Linda McCleery ....-- Opt, SIneOln. <1... 8-24 
Gloria Mongoven ...-Opr., Lincoln ...... 8-18 
Cynthia Palmer .....- Opr., Lincoln ...... a 
Carol Price .............- Opr., Lineein ic.cc 8-24 
Brenda Tams .......--- Opr., Lincoln ...... 7-14 


a — 


Promotions - Transfers 


A. L. Griffis 


Thelma Tritsch 


Commercial 
Thelma Tritsch, clerk to cashier, Platts- 
mouth. 


Plant 


Ernest Barney, installer-repairman, COE, 


General Plant to Supply. 

Lester Cox, lineman, Hebron Construction, 
to combinationman, Crete. . 

Albert Griffis, janitor-subforeman, Lincoln 
Custodial, to assistant custodian, General 
Plant. . 

Gale Hager, Jr., groundman to lineman, 
York Construction. ae 

J. A. Jacobsen, testman, wire chief's office, 
Lincoln, to shopman, Supply. 

Bobby Miller, combinationman, Crete to 
Hebron. 

Donald Miller, groundman, Construction, 
York, to splicer’s helper, Construction, Lin- 
coln. 

F. L. Starr, Jr., janitor, Lincoln Custodial, 
to frameman, Lincoln switchroom. 
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E. 0. Wait B. D. Pattison 
Lincoln Lincoln 
30 Years 25 Years 


A3 YEARS A. T. Albers, Lincoln. 

37 YEARS EF. P. Darnold, Lincoln. 

33 YEARS <A. W. Holcomb, Lincoln. 

32 YEARS E. G. Piper, Wahoo; Jessie Van- 
Trump, Hastings. 

31 YEARS W. J. McDowell, L. P. Schlentz, 
Florence Tatman, Lincoln. 

30 YEARS E. O. Wait, Lincoin. 

27 YEARS L. P. Livingston, Lincoln. 

26 YEARS Marcia Watson, Lincoln. 

25 YEARS B. D. Pattison, Lincoln. 

24 YEARS WW. W. Eden, B. A. Isaman, Lin- 
coln, Edna Pflughaupt, York. 

23 YEARS G. A. Wasson, Lincoln. 

22 YEARS Genevieve Clapp, Lincoln. 

18 YEARS Velma Abker, Nebraska City; C. 
E. Connors, Lincoln; Lela Watson, Beatrice. 
17 YEARS Mary Bartyzelle, Nebraska City: 


Viola Fischer, Donavin Frankforter, Ruth 


F : 


x. 


J. W. Eckles 


A. W. Berglund 
Lincoln York 
15 Years 10 Years 


OOOOODOODODOOOODODODOOODOOOODOOOODOOD 
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Kadavy, S. K. Lawrence, L. E. Vosika, Lin- 
coln; W. H. Husing, Virginia Lempka, Te- 
cumsceh. 

15 YEARS Virginia Anderson, A. W. Berg- 
lund, Helen Pierson, Lincoln. 

14 YEARS B. F. Anderson, Plattsmouth; Jack 
Billings, Beatrice; Avis Collar, Pawnee City; 
Vivian Dee, David City; P. J. Eisenbarth, 
C. F. Schleufer, Lincoln. 

13 YEARS J. D. Adamson, Geneva; A. L. 
DeBacker, Hastings; R. K. Ghormley, Donna- 
belle Schumann, Lincoln; J. E. Hatfield, 
Stromsburg; L. H. Lane, Weeping Water; 
F. D. Nichelson, Wahoo; J. E. Turner, Crete. 
12 YEARS W. C. Baker, A. C. Brunke, M. 
A. Lohmeier, R. H. Zimmerman, Lincoln; 
J. J. Brockmeyer, Hebron; Eleanore Schutz, 
Seward; E. L. Wheatcraft, Nebraska City. 

11 YEARS L. R. Cink, Wahoo. 


E. D. Mather 
Weeping Water Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 


Helen Pierson 
Lincoin Lincoln 


Virginia Anderson 


15 Years 15 Years 


10 YEARS J. WW. Eckles, York; E. D. 
Mather, Weeping Water; M. L. Melvin, Su- 
perior; Mary Pohlenz, L. K. White, Lincoln. 
9 YEARS C. P. Arnold, Hazel Higgins, 
Dorothe Keller, Maude Reason, R. T. Wake- 
man, Lincoln. 

8 YEARS Jean Bales, Fairbury; Nancy Behrns, 
Weeping Water; Beth Deinert, Lincoln; Elsie 
France, Syracuse. 

7 YEARS Helen Bossung, Nebraska City; 
Robert Brinton, R. L. Cotton, Lincoln; N. M. 
Forsman, Lucy Kuhlman, Hastings; Sharon 
Hanau, Fairbury; D. R. Schark, York. 

6 YEARS Carol Allen, Judy Whitney, Lin- 
coln; Dorothy Davis, Nebraska City; J. C. 
Jensen, Wahoo. 

5 YEARS D. C. Eisenbarth, Plattsmouth; D. 
W. Norton, R. J. Overman, Lincoln; Lucyle 
Scheidemann, Sutton. 


Mary Pohlenz 
Lincoln Lincoln 


10 Years 10 Years 


The Lincoln Telephone News and the 
responsibility for its publication are 
now functions of the personnel depart- 
ment after a 44-year tenure as a section 
of the general commercial department. 

The News was established in 1915 
“in order that employees might draw 
closer together and have a better un- 
derstanding of our work and accom- 
plishments.” It was a startling inno- 
vation of its day and one of the first 
employee benefits, fringe or otherwise, 
to be initiated. 

It antedates the pension plan, sick- 
ness-accident disability benefits, gen- 
eral vacations, coffee breaks, and 


The News’ Goes To Personnel 


most other “fringes” as we know them 
today. 

There was no personnel department. 
The commercial department handled 
the company’s publicity program and 
was the logical place for the News to 
reside. The first editor was Walter 
Thorgrimson, then commercial engi- 
neer. 

During the depression years the News 
was decreased in size and reflected the 
commercial aspect almost in its en- 
tirety as it stressed the employee sales 
theme. But later, it resumed its inter- 
departmental coverage and became 
more and more an oracle in the realm 
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of employee relations. The transfer 
of the magazine to Personnel has been 
contemplated for some time and was 
scheduled to be made at about the 
time the departments involved moved 
to the new building. The actual date 
of transfer, October 1, preceded the 
move in order to clear those details 
from the worry and commotion that 
are sure to attend the big migration. 
The editor has been assigned tem- 
porary office space on the third floor 
of the 15th & M building. The move 
to the magazine’s permanent quarters 
on the fifth floor will be made when 
that section is readied for occupancy. 


"THE ONLY THING THAT WILL SAVE Us 
NOW IS IF YOU WERE GOING FAST 


ENOUGH TO PUT US IN ORBIT.” 


‘ 
“YOU CAN'T SAY I DIDN'T WARN YOU FOLKS 
THE ROADS WERE /IN /CY CONDITION. “ 


a 


“I NEVER TAKE MY CAR TO A GARAGE...THE MINUTE THEY 
START GIVING ME TROUBLE I TRADE EM IN-ON A NEW ONE,” 


HOSPITA 
ENTRANCE 


Don't Join the Luckless Legion 


More than 2,800,000 hapless Americans 
were drafted into The Luckless Legion 
of traffic casualties in 1958. This is 
an army of suffering humanity which 
grows more rapidly each year. It is 
made up of the injured and the dead, 
the heedless and the innocent, the 
young and the old. Since the automo- 
bile first appeared on the American 
scene, these ranks of the crippled and 
the dead have included more than 
60,000,000 of us. 

The Luckless Legion is a _ silent, 
haunted army. We erect no monuments 
to it. No grim reminders mar the 
sleek beauty of the roads and high- 
ways which are its field of battle. A 
newspaper headline, perhaps, marks 
the induction of the latest recruit. 
Then silence. Silent suffering. A life- 
time of pain. Or the silent memories 


of those who mourn when the dead are 
laid to rest. 

Deaths on the highways in 1958 
showed a five per cent decrease over 
the previous year. But this is hardly 
zause for self-congratulation. The Luck- 
less Legion numbered 36,700 men, 
women, and children among its dead, 
including 348 who died on Nebraska’s 
highways. They were needless deaths 
because The Luckless Legion has no 
cause to die for. 

For every highway fatality in 1958, 
seventy-seven people suffered painful 
injury. Hour by hour, day by day, 
during 1958 the Legion grew until it 
had reached the staggering total of 
2,825,000 injured. (The Nebraska toll 
was 9,694 people maimed in traffic ac- 
cidents.) 

If only this army of the battered and 


J 


“BYE, BYE, MADGE. SEE YOU IN CHURCH." 
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‘fhe bruised could march down the 
'™ain streets of every American town, 


We could see the magnitude of our 


‘disgrace. A sorry procession it would 


€; a motley array of bandages and 
Splints, crutches, and wheelchairs. 
Down the avenue they would come, 
almost three million of them, carrying 
their banners of lost time, monumental 
€xpense, needless suffering. 

During 1958, injuries caused by high- 
Way accidents rose more than twelve 
Per cent, almost twice the rate of in- 
Crease for the previous year. In the 
rising curve of injuries lies the greatest 
Waste of property and human resources 
IN our nation. Behind the lines of our 
efforts toward national progress The 
Luckless Legion stands as a vast fifth 
Column. Behind our dynamic surge of 
Scientific achievement, The Luckless 


Legion stands as a sad reminder of 
human frailty. 

Statistics, pledges, and slogans do not 
seem to change us. Something more is 
needed. During 1959, The Luckless Le- 
gion will be meeting in your com- 
munity ... on a stretch of highway, 
in a hospital room, in a morgue. 

You can tell when the meeting time 
is near, in the temptation to bear down 
a little harder; to beat the darkness 
home; to test your reflexes when they 
are dulled by sleep or alcohol; to jay- 
walk on crowded streets; to forget 
caution when weather and road con- 
ditions are bad. During 1959 every time 
you are behind the wheel of a car, 
remember that The Luckless Legion is 
looking for recruits. Will you be one? 
Adapted—Travelers Insurance Companies 

Hartford, Connecticut 


“DEARLY BELOVED....” 


“ 


ee 


“pelAX, I CAN MAKE /T EASY... /T'S 
JUST STARTING TO TURN RED,” 
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STILL THINK 
you CAN STOP 
ON A DIME 27 


"EXCEPT FOR THE FEW MINUTES WE LOST WHILE THEY 
CALLED AN AMBULANCE...WERE REALLY MAKING TIME THIS TRIP 


Lincoln Telephone News 
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Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 


1342 M Street, Lincoln 8, Nebr. 


Our Cover 


The conferring of the first Frank H. 
Woods award will surely become a his- 
torical marker in the annals of our com- 
pany. Thomas C. Woods, Jr., left, made 
the presentation of the bronze award to 
Francis E. Smith, right. A few moments 
later the camera found the two in a 
most appropriate pose. They are stand- 
ing, in the picture, before the old roll- 
top desk of Frank H. Woods, with his 
picture framed above it. The desk has 
never been moved from this spot since 
it was brought into the then new gen- 
eral office building at 14th and M 
streets in 1913. 


A picture cf General John J. Pershing 
hangs above that of Mr. Woods. He was 
a personal friend of the three elder 
Woods brothers, Mark, George and 
Frank. Once they organized a cam- 
paign for Pershing’s candidacy for the 
presidency on the Republican ticket 
and almost succeeded in their aim. 

One wonders if the shaping of later 
world events might not have been 
vastly different had the general occu- 
pied the White House during the era 
of pressure for national and global 
disarmament. 


A Personal Opinion 


The editor, having drawn wages from 
LT&T about as long as anyone, natur- 
ally has formed some definite opinions 
about the company and its workings, 
some of which concern subjects not 
often discussed in the News. In some 
respects the company has never done 
much “tooting of its own horn.” 

So this article has no official sanction. 
No one asked that it be written. But 
the facts ought to be told, and we are 
self-elected for the telling of them. 

These are said editor’s observations, 
based on events and progress that have 
come to pass since his name was first 
entered on the payroll back in 1913: 

1—The company is a good place to work. 

@ It pays good wages for a fair day’s 
labor. 

e It provides opportunity and train- 
ing for advancement. 

e Its employee benefit program is 
among the best. 

e It stresses and provides safe work- 
ing conditions. 

e Its people are of high caliber and 
friendly. 

2—The company is competent and pro- 

gressive. 

e Management plans for the future 

@ Management keeps employees _ in- 
formed of policies, goals and 
achievements. 

@ Management fulfills its civic obli- 
gations. 

@ Management keeps the company 
abreast of developments and prog- 
ress in the industry. 

@ Management recognizes its obliga- 
tions to employees, stockholders, 


customers, Communities and sup- 
pliers. 


3—The company has a heart. 

e It has demonstrated a sincere in- 
terest in the welfare of its people. 

e Its helping hand has often been 
extended to employees in distress. 

@ It provides its employees with many 
benefits and favors beside those 
which are contractual. 

4—The company provides its employees 
with a sense of security. 

@ Its labors are so arranged that 
seasonal lay-offs of regular em- 
ployess are almost unheard of. 

e@ Its sickness-accident benefit plan 
is more than generous. 

@ Its pension plan is outstanding. The 
pension trust fund is adequate and 
can be used for no other purpose 
than the payment of employee 
pensions. 

@ It encourages thrift and self-pro- 
tection through Co-op and TEMBA. 

@ It insures future job security by ex- 
panding and improving facilities for 
growth and service through the 
years to come. 

3—The company gives recognition ¢o its 


people for group and _ individual 
achievement. 


e It rewards employees for useful 
ideas. 

@ It gives public recognition to out- 
standing and unusual performances 
by employees. 

So much for the company’s part of 
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the story, though there are many other 
things that might be said. Let’s talk 
now about its employees. They, too, 
play an important role as part of the 
team. 


1—tThese things can be said of LT&T 
employees as a whole: 

e They contribute to their own and 
their company’s success by quality 
workmanship. 

@ They know every job is important. 

e They realize the need for techno- 
logical advance to keep the com- 
pany modern and competitive and 
preserve job security. 

e They speak well of the company in 
their contacts with the public. 

e They take an active part in com- 
munity affairs and organizations; 
recognizing the merits of owning a 
home, belonging to a church, rais- 
ing a family, and of being loyal, 
peaceful citizens. 

e They are well aware that their own 
welfare and that of the company 
are based on the profitability of the 
company’s operations. 

2—Employees represented by the Union 
have important obligations in Union 
membership. 

@ They should attend the meetings 
and take active part in Union 
affairs. 

e@ They should make sure their lead- 
ership represents their best inter- 
ests. 

@ They should carefully study the 
contract and understand its terms. 


Bowling Expands 


With brand new alleys and a larger 
field, the LT&T men’s bowling league 
of Lincoln opened its season August 
25. The men reserve 22 of the 24 alleys 
of Parkway Lanes for their evening’s 
competition. 

The 22 teams represent a jump from 
16 teams which have composed the 
league for the past two seasons. Be- 
fore that there were only 8. By the 
end of September it had become evi- 
dent that rivalry for the higher posi- 
tions in individual averages was keener 
than ever before. At that time there 
were 11 players with averages of 170 
or better. On the night of September 
29, thirty bowlers posted series scores 
of more than 500, which is a new league 
record for a night’s play. 

Other men’s teams are rolling under 
company colors at Crete, Fairbury, Te- 
cumseh, Hebron, Seward, Stromsburg 
and Hastings; the latter city fielding 
two teams. 

At least a dozen women’s teams al- 
ready are in competition; six of them 
at Lincoln, three at Hastings and one 
each at Crete, York and Hebron. 

There is a likelihood that other LT&T 
teams are competing elsewhere and a 
report of their play not yet having 
been received by the personnel depart- 
ment as this is written. Be that as it 
may, the current season already is the 
biggest in history for bowling partici- 
pation. 


F. M. Strasser 1891-1959 


Frederick M. Strasser, former super- 
visor of supplies, succumbed to an ill- 
ness that extended over a period of 
several months, progressively growing 
more virulent. His 
death occurred Sep- 
tember 20 at a Lin- 
coln hospital. 

Mr. Strasser re- 
tired November l, 
1956, after establish- 
ing a record of serv- 
ice dating back more 
than 45 years. 

It began in April 
1911 when he “hired 
out” as a combina- 
tionman with the York County Inde- 
pendent company at York. Fred 
sometimes spoke of the broad assign- 
ments of that first job, in which, as 
a combinationman, he was expected to 
do a combination of all the types of 
work that needed doing. His day, he 
said, began in the morning with a 
long-handled_ shovel and ended at 
night with a long-handled broom. Be- 
tween times he was a clerk, solicitor, 
janitor, relief operator, troubleman, and 
a dozen other things. 

Later he became a testman and after 
the York company properties were pur- 
chased in 1912 by LT&T, he moved to 
David City as plant man. Within a few 
months he was promoted to the posl- 
tion of wire chief and in 1916 was ap- 
pointed manager. 

He joined the fighting forces of 
World War I in August 1918 and the 
following year returned to the company 
as manager at University Place. He 
entered the general offices as plant su- 
perintendent’s clerk later in that year 
and in 1921 transferred to the engineer- 
ing department as cost engineer. In 1929 
he succeeded J. A. McKinzie as super- 
visor of supplies, the position from 
which he retired in 1956. 

Following his retirement, he served 
as acting secretary-treasurer of the Ne- 
braska Telephone Association until 
June 1957. os . 

In these responsible positions and in 
his personal life, his contacts were nu- 
merous and widespread; yet all were 
accorded the same measure of his 
consideration and abilities. He had a 
genuine liking for people, and the af- 
fection was reciprocated in more than 
an ordinary amount. The news of his 
death was received with a sense of 
personal loss by all who knew him well 
in our organization and elsewhere. 


Mr. Strasser was past president, char- 
ter and life member of the Frank H. 
Woods pioneer chapter; past president 
and life member of the Lincoln Engi- 
neering Club; 40-year member and fi- 
nance chairman of the American Le- 
gion and holder of the Award of Merit 
from the 40 et 8. He also held member- 
ship in the Masonic Lodge, York Rite, 


Scottish Rite, Shrine, Eastern Star, Lin- 
coln Traffic Club, Isaak Walton League, 
Chamber of Commerce, Nebraska En- 
gineering Society and Methodist 
Church. 

He is survived by his wife, Hazel; 
two sons, Dale and Richard; and 8 
grandchildren. 


Funeral services were held Septem- 
ber 23 at Trinity Methodist Church, 
Lincoln, with interment at Wyuka 
Cemetery. 


Death of John L. Potfer 


John L. Potter, 60, former manager 
at Ashland, died September 9 at the 
Omaha Methodist Hospital, where he 
had been a patient for several weeks. 
_ His illness extended 

over the past five 

years, including the 
year before his re- 
tirement in February 

1955. 


At that time Mr. 
Potter had fashioned 
a service record of 
nearly 30 years the 
last 14 of which were 


a. spent as Ashland 


manager. 


He was born and grew up at Val- 
paraiso and was first identified with 
LT&T as a helper at that exchange in 
1924. In 1926 he went to Plattsmouth 
as combinationman and in October was 
appointed manager at Bennet. 

During the following 12 years he 
broadened his experience as manager at 
Louisville and combinationman at 
Plattsmouth and Ashland. 

He served as an enlistee in the Navy 
during World War I, and was a member 
of the American Legion, Congregational 
Church, Masonic Lodge and the Frank 
H. Woods Pioneer chapter. John was 
married in 1928 to Florence Hutchison, 
who survives him. Funeral services 
were held September 12 at Plattsmouth, 
with burial in Oak Hill Cemetery there. 


A Fish Story 


by Merl Sherman 


This story is true. Nothing has been added or 
subtracted in recounting the following chain of 
events: 


The setting for the tale is Snake Bay, 
Lake of the Woods, Ontario. A family 
consisting of Dad, Mom, a son on Army 
furlough and a younger son, age 1], 
were trolling for the most vicious pisces 
of them all—the Northern Pike. After 
an hour with nary a strike the antici- 
patory smiles had waned and an air 
cf disappointment stole through the 
craft. Dad, realizing that he must save 
the day, dropped anchor over a likely 
spot and as captain of the ship made 


the following announcement: ‘Looks 
like they aren’t going to hit troll today, 
let’s try casting for a while.” 

Then turning to the younger son he 
said, “Gary, hand me that tackle box. 
I’ve got just the lure those pike are 
waiting for. It’s called a ‘Canadian 
Wiggler’ and it’s so good you have to 
keep the lid closed on the tackle box 
or ihe fish’ll jump right in after it. I 
paio $2.50 for it and it ought to do the 
trick.” 

By that time his line was ready. 
“O.K.,” he shouted, “Let’s go after 
them!” 

Instantly the family of four began 
casting in all directions in what is 
known as “Fishing Chaos.” 

The captain felt a tug on his rod and 
shouted to everyone to reel in and give 
him lots of room. “I knew that lure 
would do the trick,” he said. As the 
fish neared the boat he saw it was a 
small one and decided to play it for a 
while and perhaps let it shake itself 
loose from the lure. But suddenly he 
pulled from the water a neatly clipped 
line. The fish, the lure and the leader 
all were gone. 

There was a moment of profound si- 
lence, then a cry of pain and anguish 
and they say the air was filled with lan- 
guage that children shouldn’t hear. It 
took the lady of the boat 20 minutes to 
get him subdued. An hour later the 
glum group was back in camp and 
Dad spread the tale of woe to sympa- 
thetic listeners for the rest of the day. 

The next day another party of the 
camp drove to Kenora and stopped at a 
tackle shop. There he found a duplicate 
Canadian Wiggler, right color and all. 
Money changed hands. 

Later he stopped at the door of Dad’s 
cabin and after customary pleasantries, 
displayed the store-bought lure and 
said, “Look what I found floating in 
the lower bay this afternoon.” “My 
Canadian Wiggler,” shouted Dad, joy- 
fully. 


“You’re kidding,” exclaimed the 
neighbor. 


“That’s it all right, the lost is found,” 
insisted the relieved captain as he put 
it in his tackle box. 

Peace returned to camp. Many fish 
were netted, with jaws clamped firmly 
on the Canadian Wiggler. And Peace 
is worth $2.50 at a fishing camp. 


And Vaughn Baum of Lincoln Plant, 
whom we call Dad in this story, will 
never know, unless he reads it here, 
that he wasn’t catching those fish on 
his own Canadian Wiggler. His son, 
Gary, however, was in on the joke. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


Following is the total amount of claims paid by 
the Telephone Employees’ Mutual Benefit Associ- 
ation during September 1959: 


Primary Members. ....17.  Claims.....$3,090.40 
DIEDENIGENT . .ccccccscosdsceasss 12  Claims.... 625.00 
$3,715.40 


supervision. The cooks, from left, are Ernie Royce, Carl Ahl and Kent Eno. Aft far right is Don 
Rutledge, who oscillated between the coffee pot and dish pan. 


A steady rain that fell most of the 
day didn’t dampen the spirit of the 
Pioneer gals; nor did it make a no- 
ticeable change in the attendance at 
their Steak Fry on Saturday, Septem- 
ber 26. 


The party was held, as advertised, at 
Hughes Brothers commodious cabin 
near Seward and a bumper crowd of 56 
sat elbow to elbow along the two long 
tables, enjoying a hearty meal and a 
profitable round of Bingo. Carfuls of 
Pioneers arrived from all corners of the 
territory. Many from Lincoln came in 
a chartered bus. 

Welcome additions to the employee 
group were Sizable delegations from the 
segment of membership representing 
PBX operators of Lincoln and from the 
rolls of auxiliary members. The pen- 
sioned contingent was represented by 
Francis Virgil, Margaret Hall, Jessie 
Landon, Laura Douty, Florence McKie, 


Huldah Gessner and Alethea Schulling. 

The supper steaks were prepared on 
the huge outdoor grill by four uni- 
formed members of the men’s division. 
Bill Schuman, of Lincoln Custodial, 
ordered the meat and may have worked 
himself into a permanent job, for the 
cuts were mammoth in size, yet suc- 
culent and tender. They were ear- 
marked by individual diners before be- 
ing sent to the fire and grilled to speci- 
fications—which usually meant they 
were rescued by the owner before be- 
ing charred to a cinder by the zealous 
cooks. 

Marie Vidlock and Hattie Staley, as 
social co-chairmen, were in charge of 
the affair. A large measure of its suc- 
cess is due to the labors of Don Rut- 
ledge, area manager at Seward, who 
made the cabin arrangements including 
the clean-up chores, and busied him- 
self at essential labors throughout the 
course of the outing. 


Are You Saving Enough For Winter! 


Be warm, safe and festive 
through the blowing snow, 
bitter cold, 

and the Holiday Season. 


Save through your 


Employees Co-operative 


Credit Association 


Death of V. A. Randall 


Vischer Alonzo Randall died at 
Omaha September 26 at the age of 81. 
He was a retired engineer of LT&T 
and was associated with the Bell Sys- 
tem for many years. 

Mr. Randall was 
employed by Long £ 
Lines of AT&T in 
1901 at New York 
and transferred to 
the New York Tele- 
phone Company as 
an inspector in 1902. 
Later he was wire 
chief, special agent, 
supervisor of 
maintenance and 
equipment inspector before moving to 
Chicago in 1908 with Long Lines. There 
he supervised the installation and cut- 
over of the Washington Street toll ex- 
change, returning to New York in 1912 
as maintenance and transmission su- 
pervisor. 

In 1922 he became the pioneer an- 
nouncer and studio director of radio 
station WEAF at New York, which at 
the time was operated by AT&T. The 
station was later taken over by RCA 
and in 1928 Mr. Randall moved to Lin- 
coln where he became associated with 
our company. He served as foreign wire 
relations engineer until his retirement 
in 1933. 

In 1944, during World War II, the 
company recalled him to service as an 
engineer and he was instrumental in 
designing and producing a small, com- 
pact answering wall telephone from 
spare telephone parts. LT&T used this 
for several years during the period of 
equipment shortage caused by the 
war. Mr. Randall retired a second time 
in 1946. 

Born at Chardon, Ohio, he attended 
the public schools at Akron and gradu- 
ated from the University of Michigan. 
He was a member of the First Baptist 
Church. Funeral services and burial 
were at Lincoln. 


Blessed Events 


The new daughter of Barbara and Joe 
Colmer has been named Shawn Denise. She 
arrived September 6. Barbara is on leave 
from Revenue Accounting. 

Sally and Paul Greenwalt are the proud 
parents of a son, Daniel Eugene, born Sep- 
tember 10. Sally is on leave from Revenue 
Accounting. 

A girl, Deborah Ann, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. John Guilkey on September 24. John 
is a member of the Hastings based Construc- 
tion crew. 

A son, Brett, arrived at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack Hale on September 11. Jack 
is employed in Supply. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Leber announce 
the birth of a girl, Pamela Ann, on August 
27. Donald is a member of the Beatrice 
based Construction crew. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Around The Circuit 


Mary Goracke, Mabel Lipskey, 
Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editors 


Auburn Area 
by Dorothy Bifggerstaff 


Marcelene Behrends enjoyed her vacation at 
home and in the new motor boat on the Big 
Muddy. . Jack Little visited relatives in 
Cheyenne and Denver... . George Eggleston, 
Myron Birdsley, George Damon, Don Gilmore, 
Fenton Kipling, Harry Rogers and Mike Carr 
attended a dinner at Beatrice in honor of Mr. 
Burge who retired October 1.. . Auburn em- 
ployees presented Jim Smith with a billfold 
prior to his transfer to Lincoln. Congratula- 
tions are offered on his promotion. ... Mr. 
and Mrs. Phil Bohl of Crete were recent office 
visitors. . . . Dorothy Biggerstaff’s son Ted is 
attending the University of Nebraska. 


Beatrice Area 
by Marcella O’ Bryan 


Dorothy Trauernicht and husband attended 
the Lawrence Welk show in Omaha August 
24... . Traveling vacationers were Vey War- 
ren, who went to the Black Hills, and Alys 
White and her sister who went to the Ozarks. 

. Hettie Elmshaueser enjoyed her time 
“right around home.” ... Marcella O’Bryan 
and Marilyn Vonderhaar spent August 21 and 
22 in St. Louis visiting Sister Regina Montfort 
(formerly Barbara Portrey). Marilyn 
Vonderhaar was honored at a farewell party 
August 18 prior to her move to California. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois McCord 


Vacationers included Beryl Leslie in Denver 
and western Nebraska, Joyce Robinson and 
family in the Wisconsin Dells, Mike Danaher 
and family in Iowa, Buster Folkers and family 
in Denver and Colorado Springs where they 
attended the horse and dog races, also the 
horse races in Columbus, and Jack Caley, Syl- 
vester Nespor, Jack Ruble, S. Hanau, June 
Johnson and Carol Grummert vacationed at 
home. Irene Smalldon entertained her 
five nieces and attended a family picnic at 
Stromsburg. . . . Emilie Bleich’s sister, niece 
and family from Centerville, S. D., visited 
her. . . . Kathryn Traeger and family at- 
tended the Sidney, Iowa rodeo. . Among 
the crowd at the company picnic were the 
Mike Danahers, Jack Caleys, Buster Folkers 
and Evelyn Menke. ... And at the State Fair 
were Carol Grummert, Ann Snell and Beryl 
Leslie. Weekend visitors were Janice 
Kasparek and family in Scottsbluff, Ann Snell 
with her sister and family in Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma, and Joyce Robinson and family on 
a camping trip at the Wabonski, Iowa State 
Park. . .. Jack Ruble was a recent visitor 
in the office. . .. The men’s bowling team is 
back in action for another season. ...Sym- 
pathy is extended to Mr. and Mrs. S. D. 
Hanau in the loss of their infant daughter, 
Joy Ranee. 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


As the year passes by—so do vacations. 
Employees who have been looking forward 
to that long-awaited time are Gladys Stiers, 
Erma Dixon, Virginia Baker, all of Traffic, 
and Lowell Garrett of Plant. Lowell is in the 


Elevator To Eight 


After more than 32 years of guiding the verti- 
cal goings and comings of residents of the 14th & 
M general office, Hattie Staley, elevator operator, 
changed locations last month to the 15th & M 
building. There the new elevator went into opera- 
tion clear to the eighth floor. The older 15th & 
M elevator ascended only to the third. The above 
picture was snapped just as Hattie was preparing 
to take off on her first solo flight with Lyman 
Neff, building custodian, bravely acting as a pas- 
senger. 

Miss Staley had a hard time forming an affec- 
tion for the new elevator. It has a mind of its 
own and so does she. But she soon learned that 
it doesn’t pay to oppose it. Whatever it feels 
like doing; wherever it decides to stop; Hattie 
goes along with the notion and finds that it usu- 
ally has a good reason for its actions. “‘One thing 
about it,’ she says, “it never forgets.” 

But she hasn‘t been able to break the habit of 
reaching out with her left hand for the door 
pull, which somehow they forgot to put on this 
elevator. With most passengers pushing the but- 
tons for their own floors, Hattie thinks she ought 
to bring her knitting to keep her hands busy. 


process of painting his new home but we're 
betting we'll all have to pitch in and help 
him one of these days when the sun shines 
again. . . . Birthdays and treats were in the 
picture for three Traffic girls. Emma Ebbeka, 
Barbara Nittler and Gladys Hennessey cele- 
brated that important day and the rest of 
us enjoyed the treats. ... Employees of the 
plant department held a covered dish supper 
at the R. J. Weis home and a good time was 
reported by all. 


Hastings Area 


by Elaine Kershner, Floyd Crewdson 
and Luetta Bacon 


Several Traffic girls enjoyed vacations the 
past month. Edith Seward traveled eastward 
to Baltimore and while there she viewed the 
Miss America pageant on the boardwalk. 
Audrey McKeown spent another week of her 
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vacation in Davenport, Iowa, visiting her sis- 
ter and family. LaDella Shidler and Ann 
Konen vacationed at home. Belva Jean White, 
Commercial, visited in Denver and Colorado 
Springs. ...Arlys Anderson is wearing a new 
diamond. Our best wishes to Arlys. 

Aletha Bennett attended a Union convention 
in Detroit Lakes, Minnesota. ... Jack Roth is 
still on the sick list following an operation 
on his back. At last report he was getting 
aiong fine and hopes to be back to work 
shortly. The flu bug caught up with 
George Benner but luckily he caught it in 
time and was off only a couple of days... . 
Don McKean has returned from a three-weeks 
vacation in California and from all reports 
he had a wonderful time with the exception 
of his train ride to and from California. As 
Don tells it, the train was going so fast that 
instead of hitting the high spots in the track 
they hit all the low spots, the result being a 
pretty rough ride. ...J.G.VanNordheim at 
this writing is on three weeks’ vacation. The 
first week was spent in Oklahoma. The bal- 
ance of his time is being spent in details of 
moving into his newly acquired home. : 
H. O. Wentink spent part of his vacation at 
his daughter’s new home in Shenandoah, 


Towa. . . . Another vacationer was Weston 
Anderson who spent most of his time in 
Denver. ... The Hastings PBX installers are 


enjoying a short breather, if that is possible, 
after completing two type 50 PABX installa- 
tions. . . . Ewald Ochsner was recently trans- 
ferred from Hastings Plant to Lincoln Area 
Plant as a testman. ... The Hastings Con- 
struction forces have been working in the 
Nelson area moving poles for road improve- 
ment. ... Belva Jean White of Commercial 
reported her vacation in Denver was most 
enjoyable. Her time there was spent visiting 
her sister, sightseeing and relaxing. “Je 
Elaine Bockerman spent a week of her vaca- 
tion in Omaha visiting friends. Whether she 
rested is questionable. Since then it seems 
the music she is accustomed to awakening 
to is not sufficient—but the ring of the tele- 
phone and Mr. Sherman’s voice has so far 
turned the trick. - Harla Jean Watson 
spent a weekend in Wichita, Kansas, visiting 
relatives and the Beauty Shoppe. She came 
back looking a little like “Genevieve” of the 
Jack Parr show. ... At times the new billing 
system has our customers, as well as our- 
selves, in a mild state of confusion. 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona J. Kenning 


Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Wellman have been 
spending some vacation time in Minnesota 
where they did some fishing, and also spent 
some time in Colorado where they visited 
Mr. Wellman’s mother. ... From Traffic we 
learn that Ruth Rittenhouse spent two weeks 
in Florida visiting her brother, and Eva 
Stutz and Joan Brokaw enjoyed vacations at 
home. . .. Patsy Kripal of Traffic was a re- 
cent visitor in Hays, Kansas, where her sister 
and family live. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen and Norma Jean Dettmer 


Vacationers the past month have’ been 
Gregg Durr, Kathryn Owens, Adele Ganzel, 
Ruby Clites and Betty Klassmeyer. gs 
Clarence Jennings, a former janitor, paid a 
visit to our office. Clarence has been in 
California, and will return to Las Vegas... . 
Veltha Poggemeyer is back to work after her 
misfortune of having a slipped disc. i 4 
Patty Lane and Warren Eltiste attended a 
Union educational school at Detroit Lakes, 
Minn. ... George Placek has been spending 
his leisure time painting his house. ... Ray- 


Masons Observe "Telephone Day” 


Telephone men are well represented in all of Lincoln’s nine Masonic blue lodges as well as those in 
various towns of the territory. Some eight years ago, Lancaster Lodge 54 of Lincoln called a special 
meeting to assemble them in one place to do honor to a member who had just begun the ascent 
through the Grand Lodge line toward the state’s highest office as Grand Master. The annual meetings 
continued as Merle M. Hale progressed through the various steps that led to his elevation in June 1956 
as Grand Master, Masons in Nebraska. So popular did the annual assembly become that the lodge has 
continued the ‘’Telephone Day” program ever since. 

This year the meeting was held on September 25, with about 70 telephone Masons present. The 
stations and lectures for the conferring of the Master Mason degree were taken by telephone personnel. 
The lodge also boasts of a liberal sprinkling of telephone folk among its officer group, including L. W. 
Cleveland, senior deacon; Donald R. Swanson, junior deacon; Russell R. Rauch, secretary; Gust A. 
Faster, tyler and LeRoy P. Schlentz, trustee. 

Most of the telephone group are shown in the picture, taken after the dinner at which the principle 
speaker was Roger K. Ghormley, chief engineer. Richard B. Hobson, at extreme right, was in general 
charge of the affair. 


mond Kinnison should be having venison spent his two weeks visiting relatives in Mis- 
steak sometime this winter as his son Floyd souri, Mississippi, and Virginia. . .. The 
killed the second deer with bow and arrow Pioneer ladies held a steak fry at Hughes 
in the county so far this year. . . Erman cabin in Seward on September 26. The food 
Wheatcraft at this writing is still in the was delicious, thanks to Chef Carl Ahl, and 
Nebraska City golf tournament with two his gang. 

down and four to go. ... Most of the Syra- 
cuse folks spent their vacations working at 
their homes. They were: Margaret Rappl, 
Elmer Neujahr, Gloria Wellman, Joyce Hof- 
ker, Sophia Windels, Louise Budt, Elsie 
France and Betty Peoples. ... Norma Jean 
Dettmer vacationed with her family, camping 
in the mountains of Colorado. Aldean 
Antes and husband took a trip to Chicago.... 
Sonia Copenhaver has returned to her studies 
at the University of Nebraska. .. . Irene 
Combs spent a week in the Syracuse office enjoying a vacation at home, and Betty Jo 
instructing the operators in the use of the Schleif, cashier, enjoyed a vacation in Mis- 
new mark sense toll tickets. souri. LuEtta Braun returned to work in the 

commercial office during Betty’s absence. 


Superior Area 


by Irene L. Oltman 


It is always nice to see old friends and 
former employees so it was a special pleasure 
when Faye Brown of Honolulu, Hawaii, and 
Elaine Fringer of Kearney visited our office. 
, Donna Snavely spent the Labor Day 
week-end visiting relatives and friends in 
Wichita, Kansas. ... Josephine Tieskoetter is 


Plattsmouth Area 


by Thelma Tritsch Sutton Area 


by Catherine Cassell 


Manager J. H. Mankamyer attended the an- 
nual Human Relations Round-up held in Lin- 
coln on September 17. . R. H. Hunzeker 
spent his vacation at home. 


Vacations are in full swing in Plattsmouth 
and being much enjoyed... . Elizabeth Nich- 
ols spent her vacation in Memphis, Missouri 
and also breaking in her brand new Dodge. 
: Rose Janda visited nearby communi- 
ties. . . . Sandra Robb spent her vacation 
in Iowa visiting her family. . Helen Ofe2 
is a “grandma” and quite proud of the new 


Tecumseh Area 


by Juanita Ettleman 


itle. . . . Claude Clary and wife spent their 
vee ton in Park Rapids, Minnesota fish- Don Hester spent his vacation adding a new 
ing ~ Roy Schroeder and family went to room to his house and helping to cheer up 


his 8-year-old daughter who was ill at that 
. The highlight of Clara Costello's 
vacation was a trip to Denver to visit her 
sister and family. ... Mary Meister spent a 
weekend in Colorado and almost got snowed 
in. . . . Dean Keedy has given way to the 
boating fever and now owns a motor boat.... 
The rest of the fellows are putting away the 
golf clubs and fishing rods, and shining up 
the shotguns and getting out the football 
blankets. ... Anyone attending the Johnson 
County Fair had the opportunity to hear 
one of our newer operators, Mary Lou R -c¢ck- 
man directing the 4-H singing group and also 
as soloist one evening. . .. Irene Thies and 
hubby have moved to a new home. ; 
Area Manager Ted Husing has received woid 
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Don Eisenbarth 


icv tucky. ‘ 
Louisville, Kentt 3 <a time. 


spent his vacation “‘right around home ; 
Our wire chief, Bob Humiston, and family 
vacationed in the Ozarks. Vyrl Clark 
and family spent their vacation in Colorado 
Springs and Idaho Springs, Colorado. The 
Traffic and Commercial girls held a “fare- 
well” party for Grace Heig! and presented 
her with a gift. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


Some lucky vacationers are now taking full 
vacations. Don Rutledge spent his time 
“prettying up their home.” . Dale Bollman 


that his son Lonnie is stationed at Fort Riley, 
Kansas for his military training. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


Several employees are vacationing this 
month. Area Manager Sterling Nelson vaca- 
tioned in Minnesota, and John Eckles, Plant, 
traveled south through Arkansas and Ten- 
nessee. Edna Pflughaupt, chief operator, spent 
her vacation in Kansas and Hazel Thomason, 
Traffic, spent her vacation time at home.... 
Rosalie Jung, Traffic, is proudly wearing a 
new diamond ring given her by Roger Hill- 
mer of York. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Sandie Gibson, Associate Editor 


“When it rains—it pours,’ said Larry Con- 
nealy miserably as he stepped off the plane 
at the Newark, New Jersey Airport. It seems 
he had forgotton his raincoat which was in 
his luggage at Idlewilde Airport in New York 
City. What was it doing there? Someone had 
made a slight error. But, never fear, the lug- 
Zage was found in satisfactory condition and 
returned to a relieved passenger. All was 
well—for a few days at least. On a trip from 
Newark to Watertown, another slight error 
was made and the luggage was lost again. “I 
think someone is plotting against me,” replied 
Larry as he heard the sorrowful news once 
again. “But why would someone want me to 
catch cold (it was damp standing there in 
the rain) or to have my towel racks dripping 
every night with the same rinsed-out clothes? 
Say, wasn’t Khrushchev boarding a plane for 
home just about the time I lost my suit- 
cases?”’ The Lincoln Auto Show at- 
tracted many car enthusiasts from our de- 
partment. Don Piersol, wife and new baby; 
Evelyn Alm and husband, Ed; John Back- 
strom: and yours truly and fiance all en- 
joyed the wide variety of cars. This was 
especially true since our Own Ron Ueberr- 
hein won second prize in his class for his 
black ’57 Ford with such hi-lites as a black 
enamel under carriage, Dodge wheel covers, 
and lots of chrome under the hood. It also 
won third prize in its class at an Omaha 
Auto Show. .. . Friends, would you like to 
have peace and quiet? That’s what Ed and 
Evelyn Alm had in the mountains of Colo- 
rado on their Labor Day vacation. Loafin’ 
around and sight-seein’ took up most of 
their time. Hattie Staley and Grace 
Hauschild toured for 16 days to see what 
they’re doing up North. The most fascinating 
place they saw was Canada with such cities 
as Quebec and Montreal. Then they visited 
the points of interest in Vermont, Boston, 
New York, Washington, D. C., Pennsylvania, 
and Cleveland. The two main attractions of 
the trip were the double-header White Sox 
baseball game and the ‘Music Man” show, 
both in Chicago. . . . Estella Foght and hus- 
band drove to Omaha for the Ak-Sar-Ben 
Rodeo, while JoAnn Templeton and nephew, 
Randy, took the easy way and flew. (In a 
plane, of course.) They all made it in time 
to see the show with Rifleman cowboy 
Chuck Conners and TV son as the star billers. 
“He isn’t as handsome as Dale Robertson,”’ 
sighed Estella. . . . Rosilyn Sheary and hus- 
band, Lefty, struck out for a Springfield, 
Missouri baseball game. He was ‘the all-im- 
portant pitcher for the King’s’ Drive-In 
team. . .. Barb Lagerstrom is no longer a 
familiar face at the Data Processing Center. 
Her hubby, Chuck, is a Second Lieutenant in 
the Army Signal Corps at Ft. Monmouth, New 
Jersey. Barb's friends showed their sadness 
in seeing her go by treating her to a supper 
held in her honor on September 30. Barb 
left too soon to enjoy the warmth of the 
newly-installed €50 Electronic Data Processing 


Computer which is capable of heating a five- 
room house. Get out the lemonade and fans 
and I don’t care if it is snowing! ...Is Dick 
Spohn a movie star? Well, he might have 
been. On his vacation in Arizona he visited a 
false frontier town which was used in making 
a movie. His only trouble was they had fin- 
ished the movie months ago. Is Dick Spohn a 
television star? No, but he met the man who 
started the television program ‘‘Tombstone 
Territory.’’ The man is the owner of the news- 
paper “The Tombstone Epitaph.” It is still 
being printed, as in early days, in an authen- 
tic newspaper office in Arizona. ...A blood- 
chilling cry was heard down the hall of the 
fourth floor recently. It was only Jackie, 
Ruth Strong’s little girl, protesting from too 
much attention on her visit to her mother’s 
former place of work. We were all very 
glad to see both of them and wished they 
could have stayed longer. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Carol Carlson, Associate Editor 


With vacations nearly over for the year, 
we are now ready to settle back and wait out 
the winter, until it is time to start all over on 
the trips next year. . A late vacationer 
was Eunice Bailey, who flew to California 
to visit her daughter. Eunice thoroughly en- 
joyed the plane trip, but it seems Mr. Bailey 
didn’t think it was so great... . Marge Weten- 
kamp traveled to the beautiful state of Vir- 
ginia, and spent two enjoyable weeks. Seems 
as though Marge kept getting lost while driv- 
ing back to Lincoln and her companion re- 
fused to let her drive. . Helen Pickard 
enjoyed the company of her sister from Cali- 
fornia. Helen and her sister hadn’t seen each 
other in ten years, and had a wonderful re- 
union. Mary Neeman stayed close to 
home on her vacation, but enjoyed it very 
much. ...A recent visitor to the office was 
DeLoris Bellinger, who now resides in Broken 
Bow. ... We want to welcome Velda Decker 
to our office. Velda is by no means a stranger 
to us, for she was employed in Accounting on 
fourth floor until she came to us....M. W. 
Franklin spent his vacation in Seattle and 
Spokane where he visited his daughters in 
each city. Although his trip was very enjoy- 
able, Mr. Franklin reports the weather was 
rather wet along the way. Seems as 
though Bob Ross needs a new alarm clock, 
for his has failed him. As one of Bob’s co- 
workers put it, ‘““He has tired blood, or else 
his alarm clock does.” 


Lincoln Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


Phyllis Gates and husband won first prize 
with their Model T at the Auto Show held 
September 26 and 27 at the fairgrounds. 
They also took part in a motor tour from 
Sioux City, Iowa to Yankton, So. Dak. in 
their Model T. . . . Shirley Plautz was hon- 
oree at a bridal shower Oct. 2 in the Club 
Room. Hostesses were Jean Baker, Mary 
Pohlenz, Cecile Anderson and Marlene 
Thompson. . Carolyn Wren was in the 
hospital with minor surgery. She is home 
now and feeling fine. . . . Local Commercial 
attended a sales meeting Oct. 6 at Millard 
Lefler Jr. High. We (18 service representa- 
tives), 3 Jr. Supervisors, and Jack Caldwell, 
Alex Geist, A. B. Waters, and W. D. Quinn 
from General Commercial attended a Tele- 
phone Techniques Clinic. The speaker was 
Charles Bury of Dallas, who is well Known 
for his talks on selling by telephone. This 
should be very helpful to all of us. ... Dean 
Hamilton is a very busy man these days. He 
is getting ready to close the new Lincoln Tele- 
phone Directory and is also supervising the 
building of his new house. Good luck to 
Dean on both his projects. . . Congratula- 
tions to Charles Arnold as he was named 
“JC” for the month of September. He has 
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John Backstrom is ready to “take the cure’ as George Mann, right behind him, reports in to Joan 


Line Up To Fight the Flu 


Ss 
“ “ 


Td 


Moorberg, personnel secretary. So long as no one tampers with their bowling arms, John and George 
are highly in favor of the health benefits. The lines of the flu shot recipients extended through the 
door and far down the hall of the 14th & M basement. 


There are many people in our or- 
ganization who feel they couldn’t sur- 
vive the winter without their annual 
“flu shot” and loudly proclaim that it 
reduces attacks of flu and colds, as 
well as chilblain, spavin and assorted 
other ailments of man and beast. An- 
other group, smaller in number, insist 
they feel fine until they get their veins 
filled with flu serum, at which time 
their health takes a turn for the worse. 

That is the reason the company’s 
anti-influenza inoculations are on a 
purely voluntary basis. Those who feel 
they can do better without them are at 
liberty to pass them by. In fact, em- 
ployees are advised not to take them if 
they have severe colds or certain al- 
lergies. Yet the lines grow longer year 
by year. At Lincoln they terminate in 
a brief and painless encounter with the 


company physician, Dr. Lawrence E. 
Finney, which most employees think 
is well worth the price of admission. 

This year the vaccine was of the 
combined type, designed to combat the 
A and B and Asian varieties of flu. The 
Doc fills his vials with a few more 
miracle drugs every year and it may 
well be that sometime in the future he 
can produce a puncture that will cure 
all our miseries. 

The vaccinations were offered free 
of charge to employees as part of the 
company health program, a project of 
the personnel department. In Lincoln 
they were given September 21 at the 
2lst & L garage and September 23 at 
the 14th and M club room. A total of 
738 employees bared their arms to the 
needle; 358 at Lincoln and 380 through- 
out the territory. 


also decided it is much cheaper to bowl] him- 
self than to get a substitute. For all the de- 
tails see Charlie. 
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Engineering 
W. G. Ehrlich, Associate Editor 


Vacations seem to be slowing down this 
month. Tom Boyd got tired of watching his 
new home being built and went to Illinois to 
visit his sister. We imagine he couldn’t stand 
seeing where all his money was going. ; 
Kay Johnson spent his vacation painting his 
house. . Vie Musselman spent a relaxing 
week in the mountains with his family. . . 
Ivan Tyreli went to Cheyenne on vacation and 
bought a new Chevrolet. ... Bob Kennedy has 
finally finished the garage he has been build- 
ing for the last year, and it is a job well 
done. . . . Bill Leitgeb is moving into an- 
other house. He says maybe some day he 
will be finished moving (he hopes). — 
Joanne Schwieger is presently the proud 
owner of a white plaster cast on her foot. 
She has been telling everybody she broke 
two toes getting in the bathtub. Let’s be a 
little more careful. . . Tom Saunders, who 
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worked in the engineering department this 
summer, is now a full-time student at the 
University of Nebraska. Tom’s dad, ‘‘Pep” 
Saunders, said Tom really enjoys attending 
the university. 


Construction 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


We are happy to report that Art Holcomb 
is back at work after several weeks of ill- 
ness. We all missed him and it’s good to 
have him back. Dorothy Wise reports 
that flying by jet is the way to travel. It's 
hard to realize that one can go from Kansas 
City to Los Angeles in only two hours. She 
had a wonderful time in California and took 
many colored slides to prove it.... We think 
R. E. Hibbert holds the record for covering 
the most miles in the least time. The Hib- 
berts motored up through the Northwest 
and back through California and Colorado 
all in two weeks. ... Taking a look at our 
Construction crews, we find Lyle Piper’s gang 
working in York rebuilding the farm lines and 
doing routine work and L.T. 3 extensions in 
the Fairmont and Geneva areas. .. . Tommy 
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Building Progress 


At long last the obstructions have been cleared 
from the streets at the east and south of the new 
general office building and the tall power hoist 
removed from beside the front door. By the first 
of October workmen were extending the marquee 
along the south side of the building and the 
massive structure was beginning to emerge in its 
complete form. 

Inside the building several of the floors are parti- 
tioned, with painting and paneling proceeding 
apace. Artisans of various trades — plumbing, 
heating, electrical, etc., are again in abundance 
and much progress is evident for the month of 
September. 

Lincoln Traffic occupied newly completed quarters 
on the third floor for lockers and class rooms and 
the Telephone News took up temporary residence 
on the same floor. On the second floor the switch- 
room already has expanded into the space to the 
east made available by the erection of the four- 
story addition facing 15th street. 
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Hedges’ crew has been kept busy with pole 
moving in the Nelson and Superior vicinity. 

John Summers and crew are working 
the Hebron farm line estimate and town job 
preparing for the Hebron conversion. , 
Down Beatrice way, we find Don Jones’ crew 
rebuilding the Fairbury farm lines. ... 
Lorin Lyons and his crew are doing mainte- 
nance work in Tecumseh, Sterling and Hum- 
boldt areas. In Nebraska City, Cloyd 
Bucknell’s crew was working a cable relief 
job and finishing up the Syracuse farm line 
estimate. Kenny Peters’ crew is com- 
pleting the Wahoo-Leshara circu:t rearrange- 
ment estimate; also routine work around Da- 
vid City and Brainard. . . Here in Lincoln 
our crews are busy with small cable ex- 
tensions about the city completing the re- 
grouping of farm lines in the Lincoln area 
prior to directory, and have started the esti- 
mate which calls for the replacing of the 
three to four office trunk cable. 


General Traffic 


Marilyn Beckerbauer, Associate Editor 


During the early part of September, no one 
need wonder ‘‘for whom the bell tolls.'’ While 
the school bells tolled out their messages of 
the end of vacation for Lincoln youngsters, 
they tolled in the beginning of that eagerly 
awaited period for several members of Gen- 
eral Traffic. So, with the echo of the tolling 
still resounding in their ears, Jackie Schizas, 
Merlie Markuson and Rae Ellen Grannis 
closed their desks up tight and, with shame- 
lessly eager smiles, went about the pleasant 
task of pursuing their vacations. Jackie 
Schizas spent most of her vacation relaxing 
at home. She did, however, manage to “‘un- 
lax’ long enough to take to the open road 
(well, at least sixty miles of it) and venture 
as far from home as Omaha to visit rela- 


tives. Merlie Markuson decided to take just 
a short trip this year. (That is, for Merlie 
it was a “short” trip.) She headed out into 
the setting sun and wound up in Alliance. 
Merlie’s ‘‘short’’ trip also included stops at 
Denver and Cheyenne. Rae Ellen Grannis 
left Lincoln for Hastings to spend some time 
with her family and to get outdoors to soak 
up plenty of sunshine and fresh air. Well, 
Rae Ellen did make it to Hastings, and she 
did spend some time with her family, but, 
“the best laid plans of mice and men—”’ It 
seems as though sunshine was pretty scarce in 
Hastings during Rae Ellen’s stay; and she 
spent most of her vacation inside, away from 
the rain and cold weather. Then, to top it 
off, on Rae Ellen’s first day back at work the 
sun shone and the temperature was neither 
too cool nor too warm—it was a perfect day 
to spend outdoors soaking up sunshine and 
fresh air! But Rae Ellen wasn't too discour- 
aged because she still has one week of vaca- 
tion to look forward to. 


Lincoln Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


We had several visitors in to see us during 
the past month—Ernest Wedgwood, Roy 
Cleveland, Roemer Dalton, Eddie Cummings, 
and Carl Keester and Harry White who are 
now residing in California. . . . Yours truly 
took a week of vacation the first part of 
September visiting relatives in Mt. Pleasant, 
Iowa. . . . Arleen Swanson, who resigned 
September 11, will be missed by all her 
friends, and we want to take this opportunity 
to wish her a lot of happiness in her new 
duties taking care of the new house, yard, etc. 


"2-5-1" Office 
by Chris Lyberis 


Ivan Hellerich spent one week of vacation- 
ing at the Lake of the Ozarks. . . . Kenneth 
Myhre spent two weeks vacationing at Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. Donald Hessler 
spent two weeks of vacation in California... . 
Ralph Schweitzer spent his two weeks at 
home working around the house. ... Ron 


Martin stayed at home during his week of 
vacation. 


"4" Office 


by Wm. C. Baker 


George Albury and Erv Pfeifer both spent 
their vacations at home working... . Ger- 
ald Carter and family spent one week camp- 
ing at Fremont Lake. Donaid Norton 
and family spent a week visiting relatives in 
the western part of the state. . . . Clem 
Bottorff left September 30 to see the first 
game of the World Series. 


"6" Office 
by R. R. Guthrie 


Yours truly and family visited a sister at 
Grand Island and cousins at Naponee and 
worked around the house during the rest of 
his vacation. ... Darrell Neemann and family 
took a camping trip to the Northwest U. S.— 
Portland, Oregon, to be exact. On the way 
they visited with friends and relatives in 
Colorado. - Bob Baer spent his vacation 
visiting relatives in Iowa and worked around 
home. Don Nielsen spent his vacation work- 
ing at Fremont assembling farm machinery. 


Toll Equipment 
by JoAnn Knapp 


Arlo Stahly spent his vacation painting his 
house. ... Ivan Paddack spent his one week 
of vacation visiting with his brother from 
Vermont and his parents in Edgar... . Yours 
truly spent a week of vacation in Chevy 
Chase, Maryland visiting relatives and also 
toured Washington, D. C. . Al Reed and 
family toured through Kansas, Missouri, Ar- 
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kansas, Oklahoma, and Colorado visiting rela- 
tives and friends along the way, and also 
camping out during their vacation. 


Custodial 
by Paul Radebaugh 


We are happy to welcome back Harriett Mc- 
Peak, who is operating the elevator at the 
14th and M building, until we move into the 
new 15th & M building. Hattie Staley was 
transferred to the 15th & M building Septem- 
ber 14 and was the first to operate the brand 
new elevator, which goes all the way to the 
8th floor. Hattie says it seems funny not to 
have to open the elevator doors after doing 
so for some 32 years. ... Fred Bredow vaca- 
tioned in Minnesota, visiting relatives and 
doing some fishing. Fred said he and his wife 
had planned to go to Yellowstone Park, but at 
the last moment decided to go to Minnesota 
instead. And a good thing, too, as they 
probably would have been in the earthquak2 
which happened at that time. . . . Bill 
Schuman spent most of his vacation at home 
as his daughter and family were visiting 
them from California. ... Hattie Staley went 
on a Canadian Eastern Berry Tour during 
her vacation. There were 22 people on this 
tour and they covered 3,330 miles in 16 days. 
The tour started at Chicago, where she saw 
a major league ball game. She saw Jerry 
Staley pitch for the White Sox and she thinks 
he could be a distant relative of hers as the 
name is spelled the same. She went on into 
Canada, and at Montreal took a tour up a 
mountain by horse carriage; at Quebec took a 
Ferry ride, then on to the New England 
States; in New Hampshire, took a gondola 
ride up a mountain, which she said was very 
exciting; in Vermont toured the famous maple 
syrup factory, also the blue angel monument 
factory; in New York City, took a ride in a 
boat on the harbor; on to Boston, where she 
tried some of the famous Boston baked beans 
and brown bread, which she said were real 
good; at Washington, D. C. she toured the 
capitol, also George Washington’s home; at 
Gettysburg, she visited the President’s farm; 
at Atlantic City, took a walk on the famous 
board walk, which she said was about 7 miles 
long, but they only walked 3 blocks. Back to 
Chicago, then departed for home. Hattie said 
she had a very interesting and enjoyable trip, 
which she will always remember. 
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Axel W.Berghnd Visits Disneyland 
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Headlines For Axel 


It came as a mild surprise to find a magazine 
in the morning’s mail bearing the flaming head- 
line: “Axel W. Berglund Visits Disneyland.” 
Buried in the small print beneath it were other 
famous names, such as Khrushchev and Eisen- 
hower; but Berglund certainly stole the front 
page. 

Now all editors are gullible. They‘Il believe 
most anything and expect their readers to do 
the same. There could be but one Axel W. Berg- 
lund and he works at the 21st & L warehouse. 
We thought this was very nice of Walt Disney 
to give him so much attention. Someone spoiled 
it all by telling us it was all a gag and that a 
typesetter was kept busy eight hours a day setting 
headlines for most all Disneyland visitors. 


A masquerade ball was held at the JC’s state 
quarterly convention at Norfolk recently and there 
was no contest as the winning costumes after 
these two folk from Outer Space made their ap- 
pearance. They are a bit hard to recognize as 
Merl and Mary Sherman of Hastings, where Merl 
presently serves as JC president. 

They made their own costumes, equipped with 
antenna lights, door bells and buzzers. Their arms 
are folded above their heads inside the giant hats, 
where a peep-hole afforded front view vision. The 
dummy hands, complete with press-on finger nails, 
dangled crazily from armless sleeves. 


Wire Chief's Section, 14th & M 
by Marilyn Jo Osborn 


Magdalen Heser spent her last week of va- 
cation working around home. Donna 
Schumann did a lot of canning and clean- 
ing her house during her week of vaca- 
tion. . . . Don Utterson journeyed to the 
western part of Nebraska... . Russell White 
and family traveled to the Black Hills to 
do a lot of sightseeing. ... Ray Zimmerman 
worked on his new home.... Vaughn Baum 
and wife traveled to Canada and enjoyed a 
week of fishing. . Roy Mills received a 
medalist score in a golf tournament at the 
Pioneers golf course. 


Wire Chief's Section—21st & L 


by Art Albers 


We would like to correct an error made in 
this column last month. Instead of your cor- 
respondent working on the farm at Bern, 
Kansas, helping combine wheat, ete. Eldon 
Drewel was the farmer. Sorry, Eldon. 


Lincoln Traffic 
Unit One 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


The frost is on the pumpkin a mite early 
this year and from here it looks as though 
tricks or treats will be a bit on the soggy 
side. However, vacations march on and some 
are seeking sunnier climes to refresh them- 
selves before the long winter. Donna 
Donovan traveled to Dallas to view the Okla- 
homa-Texas game and with her ticket to the 


game she received a free ticket to the Texas 
State Fair. Donna said it was a dazzling 
affair. . Lillian Hubbard traveled south, 
too, to Houston and with the back seat of 
her car laden with packages because she ar- 
rived in time to help her little granddaughter, 
Melody, celebrate her birthday. . Lillian 
Campbell toured New Mexico and motored 
over into old Mexico for a thrilling ten 
days. Miriam Carter went by bus for a tour 
of California and Mexico. Arlene Thomas 
motored to Chicago to visit a former operator, 
Ruth Scholl. Darlene Ritter visited her 
mother in Hartington for a few days while 
on vacation. ... We rejoice with Elfi Gartzke 
over her new diamond. . . We welcome 
Winona Kirwin and Dorothy Peterson back in 
our operator’s circle. Dorothy is especially 
glad to be back in Lincoln. As she put it, it 
was like stepping into her own living room 
to be in this friendly atmosphere again. ... 
We are proud to send Melba Richards to the 
Pioneers’ meeting in Chicago as a member 
of the executive board. ... 1959 has been a 
happy year for Bonnie Albrandt because, be- 
sides welcoming a new baby, her husband 
has purchased a new brick home for her.... 
Doris Sutton journeyed to Excelsior Springs, 
Mo. to attend the convention of Christian 
Business Women. . Fifty-six Pioneer 
women enjoyed delicious steaks at the 
Hughes cabin at Seward on Sept. 26. They 
went by chartered bus. Probably the fact that 
the men did the cooking made the steaks 
taste better. . .. Phyllis Lukassen and Vir- 
ginia Jones enjoyed an extensive tour of 
California and the western states on their va- 
cation. . . The “Traffic Stoppers,’’ our de- 
partmental bowling team, has had the dubious 
honor of being in fifth place. Rexina Bretta 
leads with a 212 game. ... Donna Donovan 
was checking tickets the other day and got 
a chuckle out of this entry in the calling 
person space: “Animal husband.” Talking 
animals yet, and they say the women do all 
the talking. ... When Mary Tice takes the 
trash to the basement every day she says 
that she is going to Omaha. While she was 
gone the other day she received a telephone 
call and a new girl answering the telephone 
told the calling party that Mary had gone to 
Omaha. That’s one call Mary missed and 
maybe that will teach her not to tell fibs. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Unit Two 
by Wilma Drake 


Pot luck this month! Vera Wasson, your 
associate editor, being on vacation and, from 
all reports, having a grand one. In addition 
to painting, working in her yard and canning, 
she caught up on her “Who done it?” mys- 
teries. Other vacationers were Ruth Goepfert 
touring the Ozarks and Francis Duryea who 
covered a lot of territory in Elgin and Chi-~ 
cago, Ill. She also visited her son, Capt. 
Paul Duryea in Dayton, Ohio. . We ex- 
tend warmest congratulations to our new 
brides—Mrs. Hank Bijlsma, formerly Donna 
Martin, and Carol Price who is now Mrs. 
Ronald Amen. . Brides and unsuccessful 
culinary endeavors go hand in hand. Such is 
the case of Gloria Mongoven who wanted to 
surprise her husband of 2 months with her 
own homemade cookies. She was quite de- 
flated when they came out of the oven the 
size of pancakes. Worse yet, they were hard 
and burned on the edges and unbaked in the 
middle. Her yield should have been 48 put 
she got only 16. Too late Gloria realized her 
error. She had confused tsp. and tbsp. 

We have two operators attending the univer- 
sity this year. Larraine Hall is taking French 
and Art. Astra Cakanovskis has a full sched- 
ule of Chemistry, Greek, Philosophy and 
English. This necessitated her leaving the 
full-time force and going on the occasional 
list. We wish them both luck. ... Many of 
us have children returning to, and starting, 
school—some happily and others with mis- 
givings. My 5-year-old is in the latter group. 


+ 19 fe 


After only three days he asked in earnest, 
“Mom, when do I get a day off?” ... Pat 
Lee and family took advantage of a long 
weekend to visit her in-laws in Muskogee, 
Okla. and Sharon Reeves visited her mother 
in Wichita, Kans. Lois Wolfe entertained her 
sister, brother-in-law and _  three-week-old 
nephew who are on their way to Italy for 
three years. ... The unusual request of the 
month was from a small child who asked 
our operator, ““Will you give me the number 
for the parking place next to the nut house— 
not the one where they keep people but the 
place where they sell peanuts.’’ The wee ones 
can be very explicit. 


Supply 
by Mary L. Wynn 


This month again reveals many interesting 
vacations, but the excitement of the day was 
twin grandsons. Needless to say, Bill was 
soon on his way to California to see them... 
Russell Rauch visited his son, Bob, who is in 
the U. S. Navy at Coronado, California, and 
his sister in Santa Maria. One of the high- 
lights of his trip was his visit to William 
Randolph Hearst’s Castle. The castle has 
been open to the public only one year and 
contains items from various castles in Eu- 
rope and is most interesting. He also visited 
Grand Canyon, the Cliff Dwellings at Mesa 
Verde and saw lots of snow in the Rocky 
Mountains. . . . Milton Royce flew to Mon- 
tana (and he strongly recommends air travel 
over car travel.) Friends met him and took 
him on an extensive tour of the Rocky 
Mountains. He returned to Lincoln and 
“drove” to Iowa to rest and visit rela- 
tives. . . . Charles Shuler went “home” to 
West Virginia. He went sightsesing to places 
he never had time to see when he lived 
there. Among the sights was Ike’s farm at 
Gettysburg. ... Axel Berglund visited around 
Long Beach, California. . Charles Bouse 
worked at the State Fair and checked all 
the bolts in his new Ford. . Floyd Bar- 
nett rebuilt his garage. . Henry Schultz 
remodeled his kitchen. .. . Kent Eno spent 
his time at his ‘“‘ole fishin’ hole’’ in Minne- 
sota. Fishing was poor, but he had a good 
rest. . . . Jack Hale was baby sitter and 
housekeeper while his wife was in the 
hospital, and during his ‘‘spare’’ time man- 
aged to complete his registration and attend 
his classes at the University. .. . Cliff Smith 
visited the Black Hills. Ralph Culver 
roughed it at Johnson Lake, camping and 
fishing. Jesse Cook and Phil Miller 


spent their vacations at home. .. . Bob 
Donaldson visited newly-found relatives in 
Kansas City and Omaha. 
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Two of our “ace’’ combinationmen of Hastings 
Plant. E. J. Jungck at left; C. W. Hayes at right. 
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Most spectacular shot of the recent golf 
tournament was made by Ray Zimmerman, 
Lincoln Plant. He teed his ball too 
high and as the club swept under it the 
sphere rose straight overhead. The 
Strong wind caught it and Ray was non- 
Plussed to have it land BEHIND him. 


Gloria Mongoven, bride of two months, read 
the directions carefully, but confused the 
abbreviation tsp. with tbl. and her recipe 
yielded 16 cookies the size of pancakes, 
burned at the edges and_ unbaked inside. 
Gloria works in Lincoln Traffic, Unit Two. 
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Jim Green, of Lincoln plant, recently moved 


to Roca. He was washing the windows of his 
new home when he spied a wasp nest under 
the eaves. Jim loads his own shot, and as 


he couldn't reach the nest otherwise, he 
loaded a shell with what he thought was a 
light charge and blasted away. He got stung 
several times but felt worse because of the 
damage to the house from the shel] holes, 


Tom omni 


ee eee 


es VOLS Roo 
a 


Lincoln Telephone News | 


A crowd of people at the lake loading wharf were waiting 
to get his boat out 
of the water. He was hurrying to oblige. He asked his 


for Don Nelson, traveling auditor, 


wife to steer the boat onto the trailer as Don lashed it 
into place. Then he dashed around his car, jumped into 
the seat, and pawed frantically for the steering wheel. 


It wasn't there! Don, in his haste, had climbed into 


the BACK seat. 


A recent visitor at the Fairbury 
plant department was a scragely 
old hen who came in the back 
door and up the stairs. She was 


discovered and evicted by Earl 
Schemmerhorn and Floyd Nave. 


Shirley Gerdes, Lincoln Traffic, 
and lately from Auburn, lives in 
an apartment with three other 
girls. Shirley got up first the 
other morn and prepared the coffee 
in the percolator but forgot to 
put on the lid. After a long quar- 
ter hour she returned to find the 
kitchen nearly flooded. Her room- 
mates rushed out in answer to her 
scream and were promptly ordered 
by the irate Shirley to get out 
and get lost! 


Eye-witnesses.still shudder as they 
tell how Pep Saunders. pinned Buck 
Isaman's hand to the table as the 
latter attempted, to reach across 
for Pep's roll at a_recent dinner. 
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Mothers-in-law come in handy. Mack 


Nickell of Lincoln Plant wasn't sched- 
uled to work one day so he didn't set 
the alarm the night before. Eunice 
Bailey, Accounting, hearing no one astir 
in the son-in-law's apartment below, 
called down to remind Mack that it was 
time to be up and away. Mack swallowed 
his breakfast in hasty gulps and speeded 
to=town where the boys were happy to 
tell him what he already knew -- that he 
should have been home in bed. 


HOW DID You } \ YOU2AID You 


HAPPEN TO 
PICK THIS? 4 \| LOUD ONE 


People had trouble hearing Ed Ernst over 
his office telephone so he asked Gregg 
Durr to install a "real loud" one. Gregg 
misunderstood the request, hooking up 
the "loudest" one in stock, a fire- 
engine red_ job. Upon which Mr. Ernst 
explained, "I meant loud in sound, not 


in color." 
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The Latest Fashion in Subscribers Statements 


A new telephone statement made 
its appearance October 11 when it was 
addressed to subscribers at Beatrice, 
Filley and Pickrell. It represents the 
most extreme departure in billing 
methods since the founding of the com- 
pany. 

The new statement is designed to 
bring into full use the new data pro- 
cessing equipment recently installed at 
Lincoln. 

The procedure begins with a new 
addressograph machine that prints the 
subscriber’s name and address upon the 
statement blank and punches out a 
series of holes in the card which acts 
as a key to the telephone number. 


Other cards, punched with a cor- 
responding key, have been accumulated 
through the month. One of these is 
properly punched to list the recurring 
monthly charges. Others are made 
from SATT tapes or mark-sense toll 
tickets to list the toll charges. Other 
cards may indicate miscellaneous 
charges and credits. All these are elec- 
tronically sorted and gathered so that 
they may be listed and totaled in the 
final phase of the bill’s preparation. 

If there are less than 19 long distance 
calls to be charged, all will be listed on 
the monthly statement. In this category, 
LT&T scores a “first” in the entire 
telephone industry. No other company, 


STATEMENT 
mum PLEASE RETURN 
THIS PORTION WITH PAYMENT 
DO NOT FOLD OR STAPLE 


© 


The Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company 


Lincoln 1, Nebraska 


SEE OTHER SIDE FOR EXPLANATION 
OF “TYPE” AND “CLASS CODES 


TELEPHONE NUMBER 


The New Monthly Telephone Statement 


Information to be printed in the numbered spaces is explained below: 


Called telephone number or place. 

Place from whence the call originated. 

3. “TYPE OF CALL’’—Indicated by a number 
and is exolained on back of statement. 

4. "CLASS OF CALL’’—Ajiso shown by num- 
ber and explained on back of statement. 

5. “DIRECTORY ADVERTISING’—Charge to 
advertisers in the telephone directory. 

6. “OTHER CHARGES AND CREDITS‘’’—These 
charges are for miscellaneous charges and 
credits. 

7. “TAX ON TOLL SERVICE’—10% Govern- 

ment Tax on long distance and telegraph 

service. 
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8. “TOLL SERVICE’—Total of long distance 
and telegraph service. 

9. “TAX ON LOCAL SERVICE”’—10% Govern- 
ment Tax on telephone service. 

10. “LOCAL SERVICE’—Monthly charge for 
telephone service. 

11. “PREVIOUS BALANCE’—Charges for 
previous month’s bill if not paid or if 
payment was received after date of cur- 
rent bill. 

12. “TOTAL DUE’—Total amount of bill, in- 
cluding toll charges, Government Tax, etc. 

13. STATEMENT STUB’—Portion of bill to 
be returned when making payments by 
mail. 
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Bell or Independent, now issues a 
monthly statement bearing all charges 
on a single card. 

If 19 or more calls are to be charged 
to a single telephone number another 
electronic machine takes over to pre- 
pare an itemization of the toll charges 
on an auxiliary sheet which is attached 
to the original statement. 

By the end of October about 16% of 
the accounts were being billed through 
the data processing equipment as state- 
ments for the 16th, 21st and 26th billing 
periods were sent to subscribers at 
Deweese, DeWitt, Fairfield, Plymouth, 
Surprise, Sutton, Hansen, Hastings, 
Cedar Bluffs, Ceresco, Colon, David 
City, Humboldt, Ithaca, Mead, Wahoo 
and Yutan. By the end of November 
about 38% of the accounts and 46% of 
the tolls will be so billed. 

Other important method changes, 
directly related to the new billing sys- 
tem, have been put into operation. 
Among these are: 

1. Advance billing on government 
accounts and for semi-public 
service. 

2. Original toll tickets are no longer 
mailed to subscribers with their 
statement. 

3. Elimination of collection agencies. 

4. Statements are sent from Lincoln 
with a return envelope addressed 
to the accounting department for 
return of payment. . 

Items number 3 and 4 are associated 
with a program designed to have as 
many payments as possible sent directly 
to the general offices. When payment 
is received by the accounting depart- 
ment it is automatically posted, and 
will eliminate the handling of thou- 
sands of payments two or three times. 
However, accounts may still be paid 
wherever we maintain a business office. 

Our people on the “firing line”’ are 
bending an attentive ear to public 
reaction to the various innovations. 
Our missionary work, consisting of 
letters and personal contacts, appar- 
ently has been well done, for up to the 
present writing there has been—sur- 
prisingly—a substantial reduction . in 
the number of subscribers requesting 
additional information concerning the 
charges on the machine-made bill. 


The “eastern” prize was an outdoor grill, won by Don Jacobson, Syracuse Loal Genrich, right, of Beatrice Plant, received the “Southern” prize; a 
Plant. Elmer Neujahr, Syrocuse manager, left, and Ed Ernst, area manager, pretentious electric wall clock. Lloyd Oglesby, area manager, made the 
right, presented it. presentation. 


Merchandisers of '59 Continue Their Selling Ways 


The district boundaries have been eliminated during the 
year, but the “district” prizes are still awarded each month 


in the employee sales parlicipevion. pi ves hi The best moving item during October was colored sets 
As the pictures on this page will testify, the prizes are with 103 being sold by employees 
well worth a substantial effort. They always consist of an 
article for which the prize winner has a strong hankering. Other October sales included: 
Sometimes it takes a good bit of detective work to deter- 30 residence telephone eee ae 
mine what the item shall be. 20 residence extensions. 
During October, 79 employees participated in the sales 11 business extensions. 
program and thus were eligible for the prize drawing. They 14 Ericofons 
turned in 197 service requests, resulting in 213 sales for an and more than three dozen other items. 
additional annual revenue of $3,099.20. 


2,911 sales have been completed. 
$49,087.40 in additional annual gross revenue. 


With the pre-Christmas sales days already upon us, it is 


Aw, 


_ The first ten months of 1959 have produced the follow- expected that many more employees will be enrolled as 
ing sales statistics: 

279 employees have participated. 

2,361 service requests have been received. 


telephone merchandisers and, if fortune smiles upon them, 
may win one of the eight big prizes still to be awarded 
for this year’s sales efforts. 


Jim Vanderslice, right, of Lincoln Commercial, was the lucky one in 
the “‘central’’ drawing. He received an eiectric coffee percolator from Jack 
Caldwell, left. 


wrk 


A combination meat grinder and salad maker was the “western” prize. 
Sterling Nelson is shown presenting it to Velma Garlock of York Traffic. 
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Tilt the head back so the chin is 
pointing upward. If there is any 
foreign matter visible in the 
mouth, wipe it out with fingers or 
a cloth wrapped around the fing- 


ers. 


Pull or push the jaw into a jutt- 
ing-out position... These maneuv- 
ers should relieve obstruction of 
the airway by moving the base 
of the tongue away from in back 


of the throat. 


Readying the victim for applica- 
tion of the “mouth-to-mouth” or 
“mouth-to-nose’ method of arti- 
ficial. respiration. Thousands of 
potential deaths can be prevented 


if we all know how to use arti- 


ficial respiration. 


Open your mouth wide and place 
it tightly over the victim’s mouth, 
At the same time pinch the vic- 
tim’s nostrils shut. This forces 


air down the throat of the victim. 


you can also close the nostrils 
with your cheek as shown here. 
You can blow into either the 
mouth or nose and even through 
the victin’s teeth if they are 


clenched tight. 


Figure 1—-Mouth-to-mouth resuscitation procedure (American Red 


Cross). 


A Now 


Resuscitation Procedure ...For Saving Lives 


~LT&T Adopts Mouth-To-Airway Technique 


A recent news story described a fantastic incident in 
which a resuscitation attempt failed simply because the 
method was so novel that the user, a trained first aider, was 
prevented from applying the procedure by the crowd which 
had collected at the rescue scene. Bystanders pulled the 
young man away from the victim and tried to apply their 
ideas of the standard resuscitation method. The resulting 
confusion and loss of valuable time before professional aid 
came was said to be the cause of the victim's death. 


The resuscitation procedure that had seemed so wrong 
to these well-meaning persons was the new mouth-to-mouth 
method sanctioned by the American Red Cross for use on 
both adults and children. A committee of the National 
Academy of Sciences, National Research Council, have 
unanimously endorsed the new technique as being the most 
practical of all methods of artificial respiration investi- 
gated. - | 

The standard mouth-to-mouth technique, as specified in 
a supplement to the Red Cross First Aid Textbook and illus- 
trated in Figure 1 is as follows: 

As soon as the unconscious person is discovered, proceed 
with the artificial respiration immediately. . 

If there is foreign matter visible in the mouth, wipe it 
out quickly with the fingers or with a cloth wrapped around 
the fingers. Then, 

1. Tilt the head back so the chin is pointing upward. 
Pull or push the jaw into a jutting-out position. These 
maneuvers should relieve obstruction of the alrway Dy 
moving the base of the tongue away from the back of the 
throat. 

2. Open your mouth wide and place it tightly over the 
victim’s mouth. At the same time pinch the victim’s nostrils 
shut or close the nostrils with your cheek, or close the vic- 
tim’s mouth and place your mouth over the nose. Blow 
into the victim’s mouth or nose. Air may be blown through 
the victim’s teeth, even though they may be clenched. 

The first blowing efforts should determine whether or 
not obstruction exists. 

3. Remove your mouth, turn your head to the side, and 
listen for the return rush of air that indicates air exchange. 
Repeat the blowing effort. 
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By J. 


S. Reed 


Mouth-to-mouth resuscitation for infants and small chil- 
dren was adopted by the Red Cross two years ago. There 
are two major differences in procedure between administer- 
ing mouth-to-mouth resuscitation to a child and to an adult. 
One applies to the breathing itself. For a child, take rela- 
tively shallow breaths appropriate to the child’s size at the 
rate of about 20 a minute. For an adult, blow vigorously at 
the rate of about 12 breaths a minute. 

The other difference relates to initial failure to get air 
exchange. If this occurs, recheck head and jaw position. 
In the case of a child, upend it by holding the ankles and 
administer two or three sharp slaps between the shoulder 
blades. An adult, who cannot be lifted easily, can be 
turned on his or her side so that the blows on the back 
can be given in an effort to dislodge obstructing matter. 


Many rescuers would not like to come in direct contact 
With the victim in the manner just described. A more 
acceptable technique makes use of a plastic tube or airway 
Which is inserted in the patient’s mouth to provide an 
unobstructed breathing passageway for the victim and a 
Means for the rescuer to avoid direct oral contact. The 
mouth-to-airway procedure is explained in Figure 2. 

LT&T has adoped the mouth-to-airway technique using 
the plastic airway illustrated in Figure 3. Each Company 
Vehicle and each attended central office will be provided 
With an airway in a dustproof bag. The new techinque will 
be described in our First Aid Handbook, as well as the 
direct mouth-to-mouth procedure, which will be needed if 
an airway is not immediately available or cannot be used 
because of a tightly closed jaw or for other reasons. The 
airway is intended for use on adults and children over 3 
years old. 

It should be noted that the present back-pressure, arm- 
lift resuscitation method, described in the handbook and 
the Red Cross First Aid Textbook, is still valid, and may be 
used where the mouth-to-mouth or mouth-to-airway tech- 
nique cannot be applied. 

Even though the average employee may never have 
Occasion to apply artificial respiration, it may be the means 
of saving someone’s life. The new techniques are easy to 
learn and LT&T people are encouraged to become familiar 
with them. 


Lay the victim on his back. If necessary, turn his head and remove 
foreign matter from his mouth and throat. Tilt his head back from 
behind and insert the airway past his tongue to the point where the 
jlange cups over his lips. Hold the tongue forward during this opera- 
tion, if necessary, to prevent it from being forced into the throat. 


Close the victim’s nostrils with the thumbs, press down on the flange. 
and hold his chin up with the fingers as shown. Blow through the 
airway with a deep breath until the victim's chest is seen to rise. Then 
take the mouth away and allow the air to escape from his lungs. 
When the exhalation stops, repeat blowing through the airway. The 
first few breaths are made deep and rapid, after which the rate may 
be maintained at 3 to 4 seconds for each breath. 


Figure 2—Variation of artificial respiration, using mouth-to-air- 
way technique. 


Figure 3—-Showing appearance of ‘’Resusitube’’ airway employed 


in| mouth-to-airway resuscitation. Upper portion of tube is 
used for children over 3 years old, lower portion is for adults. 
For children under 3 years and infants, mouth-to-mouth resusci- 
tation is employed, 
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STICKS AND STONES 
MAY BREAK MY BONES 
BUT MY NAME HURIS 


ME WORST OF ALL 


yOw 


did you get that 
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SIGN YOUR 
NAME ON 
THIS LINE 


FHERE ISNT 
ENOUGH 


Unless one can connect his ancestry 
with noble lineage it is almost impos- 
sible to trace a family of European 
origin beyond the 14th century. It was 
at about that time that people began 
trading their nicknames for surnames. 

This came about as the effect of nu- 
merous wars, the plague, of heraldry 
and a certain degree of emancipation 
of the working class. People began to 
move away from their birthplaces in 
large numbers to seek their fortunes 
in other locations. Some means of 
sure, permanent identification was de- 
sirable. So William the baker became 
William Baker and John the redhead 
became John Reed. He who followed 
his king or lord on military expeditions 
proudly emblazoned his new name on 
his shield or banner as a “coat of arms.” 


The new fad—the use of surnames— 
caught the fancy of the population, 
for it was apparent that there was 
great value in being identified as a 
member of a family unit. Many folk 
did not look far for the family name. 
The ones who lived near the cold 
spring became the Caldwells. The 
Hamiltons lived in a hill-top town. 
The Franklins were small farmers. 


Names of English origin are, of 
course, easier to identify, so let us 
look at the following list, taken from 
our employee rolls, as examples of 
names which descend from the trade 
practiced by a remote ancestor: 


Baker Shepard 
Tyler Fisher 
Miller Hunt-Hunter 
Sexton Bishop 
Steward Mason 
Weaver Shipman 
Smith Potter 

Piper Carter 
Taylor Wagner 
Cook Wheeler 


The first Bailey was propably a 
sheriff; Chamberlain a court officer; 
Fuller a worker in cloth; Clark a clerk; 


Butler a head servant; Spencer or 
Meyer a steward; Slater was a roofer 
and Wright a craftsman in a particular 
field. 

Perhaps your ancestor took his sur- 
name from the location in which he 
lived—or from the topography of the 
land about him. Thus began the names 
of Hill, Grove, Heath, Glenn, Ford, 
Lane, and Woods. Some became more 
specific, as Blackford, Clifford, Wedg- 
wood, Sherwood, Cardwell, Churchill 
or Barnhouse. Birdsley means “bird 
meadow,” which paints a_ pleaseant 
picture. 


Other families became known by the 
town from whence they came, such as 
the Nortons and Templetons. The 
Clevelands took the name of their vil- 
lage; the Essex family their shire; and 
the Welsh family their nationality. 


In medieval times the common folk 
carried cudgels or staffs for their pro- 
tection and as an all-purpose tool and 
he whose skill and strength allowed 
him to carry the largest in the neigh- 
borhood probably was the first Bigger- 
staff. The first Marshall may have 
been a military leader or a _ stable 
groom, for the name could fit either 
classification. 

Some family elders were Little, or 
Short or Long; and the fellow with the 
curly locks was known as Frazier. 
White or Gray may have referred to 
the hair of the family patriarch. Green 
or Brown to the color of cloth from 
which his clothing was made. 

The suffix “shaw” or “wald” indi- 
cates the family lived near a forest; 
“mint” or “berg” near a mountain. The 
Morgans were seacoast people. The 
Fultons lived near a large city. 

The surnames of many folk were 
derived from the given name of their 
father, reflecting in many cases Norse 
or Danish origin of the English ances- 
tors. Thus Joe, the son of Adam, be- 
came Joe Adamson, By the same token 
originated the families of Johnson, 
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Nelson, Swanson, Anderson, Mattson, 
Morrison, Carlson, Jackson, Donaldson, 
Olson, Wilson, etc. Jones is Welsh for 
the son of John. The prefix “Mc” or 
“Mac” has the same Scotch or Irish 
connotation. The Irish 9 ad signified 
membership in a clan or tribe. 

Many newcomers to this country had 
their names changed by accident OI 
design. Sometimes this was done se 
immigration clerks who couldn t ae 
the original names and substitute 


their own version on official records. 


Asked the American equivalent for his 


complex name, one German immigrant 
replied, ‘“Rergessen,” which eats = 
German, “I forget.” The clerk entere 

him as “Ferguson,” and many of his 
descendants pursue happiness under 

ame to this day. 

ars names are older, some more 
recent. The Romans had both a family 
and tribal surname 2000 years ago. But 
less than 100 years ago many Ame! ican 
slaves had no second names. They were 
known by their master’s family aan 
and usually kept it as thelr Own when 
they were freed. 

Illiteracy was pase 

ioneer folk who se 
ae ahead of schools and court house 
records. Their names, even common 
ones, often underwent changes in spell- 
ing even among members of the same 
household. One of our company gen- 
eologists, tracing back the aneee y of 
his grandmother Messamore, found the 
name changed in the preceding gen- 
erations to Messemer, Messmer and 
Mismer. And that is not unusual. It 
might have happened to your Own sur- 
name. 

So the next time someone asks, 
“What's in a name?” you tell them all 
about it. _ 

The News is indebted to William G. 
Mennen, Jr., collector of name folklore 
for much of the research material used 
as the basis of this story. Mr. Mennen’s 
own name is famous in the field of 
toiletries. 


among American 
tled in new coun- 


Do We Want a 


Ten-Cent Dollar? 


By permission: The Reader’s Digest 


The United States presents a curious 
spectacle today. Here is the richest coun- 
try in the world either unwilling or unable 
to raise enough money in taxes to pay its 
current governmental costs. Our federal 
deficit this year will be about 12 billion 
dollars—considerably more than the total 
expenditures of the federal government 20 
years ago. 

For the first time in our history, and 
just when we are trying to prove that our 
economy will outperform that of the Com- 
munist states, Congress has had to raise 
the total debt limit twice in the same 
year: first to 280 billion dollars, then to 
288 billion. Sen. Harry F. Byrd has esti- 
mated that in five years, at expected spend- 
ing levels, the debt will reach 350 billion 
dollars. This is a fantastic $6250 for every 
American family—more than the average 
family’s annual income. Are we headed 
downhill on the slippery road to disastrous 
inflation that so many countries have trav- 
eled before: the road that leads to a 25- 
cent, ten-cent, one-cent dollar? 

In 20 years the value of the dollar has 
been cut in half. Just since the end of 
World War II the dollar’s purchasing power 
has been reduced by 23 cents. If fumbling 
governmental fiscal policy should encourage 
that deterioration to continue in 25 or 30 
years our present 48-cent dollar might be 
worth only a dime. 

What can be done to get the government 
back on an even fiscal keel? 

Should we increase taxes? 

Many citizens, convinced that they are 
Overtaxed already, cry for tax reduction. 

he present tax burden, including all hid- 
den and direct taxes, takes about one-third 
of the average person’s income. 

Our principal taxes cannot be raised to 
Produce much more revenue without wreck- 
ing the economy. Our tax system is like an 
old rubber band, which has been stretched 
so long and so often that there is no stretch 
left in it. 

Can we solve the problems by reducing 
governmental expenditures? Just what ex- 
Penditures can be cut? 

In the fiscal year ending June 30, 1959, 
the federal government spent almost 80 
billion dollars. Although defense spending, 
estimated at 46.8 billion, is obviously the 
largest part of the budget, it is by no means 
responsible for the recent big increases. In 
the last five years non-defense spending has 
jumped by a startling 1214 billion dollars— 
from 20 billion dollars to more than 32 
billion. The biggest increase in this area 
has been in the farm programs, which have 
risen by 334 billion dollars and now amount 
to 61% billion dollars per year. Federal 
Spending on housing and commerce has 
gone up three billion dollars; labor and wel- 
fare expenditures, up nearly two billion; 
ene services and benefits, up 900 mil- 
ion. 

Now these civil expenditures do not rep- 
resent pure Congressional wastefulness. 
When, for example, Congress increased the 
Social Security payments (and the taxes to 


pay for them), Congressmen had an eye on 
the forthcoming elections; they calculated 
that the number of citizens who wanted to 
see larger payments was greater than the 
number who would resent the increased 
taxes. We are a big nation of enormous 
wealth; why shouldn’t we live a good life? 
Let’s have guns and rockets, but let’s have 
butter, too—lots of it. 

And let’s have lots of roads. The cost of 
the federal highway program, not now in- 
cluded in the budget, jumped from 586 
million dollars in fiscal 1954 to an esti- 
mated 21 billion this year. Last year Con- 
gress suspended the pay-as-you-go feature 
of this program, ensuring even greater costs 
in the future. We all want good roads; but 
do we have to have them so quickly that 
we must pile up more debt to get them? 

Furthermore, is it essential that we have 
some 2,250,000 civilians on the federal pay- 
roll at a monthly cost of about one billion 
dollars? Is it necessary to pay federal em- 
ployees an average of $90 a week while 
the average in private industry is $78. This 
kind of spending has increased the cost of 
federal payrolls in the past ten years from 
$162 per American family per year to $255 
per family. Isn’t it time for us to distin- 
guish essential expenditures from desirable? 

Under present world conditions, it is hard 
to justify a reduction in military spending. 
But we might be able to hold national se- 
curity costs at the present level. This would 
require that money for new programs and 
weapons should come from cutbacks in ex- 
penditures for other military projects. A 
sizable sum was saved this way in the 
present budget. 


It is primarily in the area of non-defense 
spending that Congress might make real 
cuts. There is nothing inevitable about the 
64 billion dollars to be spent for agricul- 
ture this year, nor the nearly four billion 
for housing and commerce. The farm price- 
support program (changed for the better 
in 1958) has piled up unnecessary surpluses 
at the taxpayers’ expense. There are now 
in storage, government-owned, for every 
American family, 24 bushels of corn, 19 
bushels of wheat, 444 pounds of dried milk, 
3% pounds of cheese and 2144 pounds of 
butter. 


This is just not reasonable. Nor is it rea- 
sonable that more than half the patients 
in veterans’ hospitals are being treated for 
non-service-connected disabilities. Nor is it 
reasonable that the federal government 
should continue to add to the 100-odd fed- 
eral aid programs to states that can better 
finance and administer their needs locally. 


Do we really want to continue as we 
have been doing: borrowing what is needed 
and passing along the cost of today’s gov- 
ernment to our children to pay tomorrow 
with, say, a ten-cent dollar? 


When the government does not collect 
enough taxes to pay current expenses, it 
issues governmental promises-to-pay to 
cover the difference. Such promises may 
be called savings bonds or certificates of 
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As Inflation creeps over the land, bills grow 
higher and higher. But the telephone business, be- 
ing regulated, cannot increase its charges at the 
same pace. It must lag months behind the trend 
of Inflation as it seeks approval, based on need, 
to raise its rentals and tolls. The money, being 
pushed over the counter in the picture may be 
only half enough to pay expenses for a month’s 
telephone service. 


indebtedness or long-term bonds. Whatever 
the name, we accept them at their face 
value so long as we believe that the govern- 
ment will live up to its promises. 


Since the Treasury has issued so many, 
however, and since Congress is obviously 
reluctant to levy enough taxes to pay cur- 
rently for the steadily increasing govern- 
mental costs, the value of these obligations 
has gradually declined. That is what is 
behind the decline in the purchasing power 
of the dollar over the past 25 years. 


The resulting inflation has rightly been 
called the cruelest tax of all. Just because 
of taxes and inflation the person who earned 
$5000 in 1946 would have to earn $7343 
today—nearly 50 percent more—simply to 
be as well off as he was before. It is plain 
to see what happens to the retired man, the 
widow on a fixed income, the insurance 
policy or annuity payable in a fixed num- 
ber of dollars. 

The best way to weaken America as a 
nation is to convince our citizens that our 
governmental promise to pay, our currency, 
has lost its integrity. There would not be 
much use in saving if we suspect that the 
dollars which we put aside with such dif- 
ficulty won’t be worth a dime in purchas- 
ing power at the time we need them—to 
raise a family, to send our children to 
school, to pay our own way when we retire. 

Hence, it looks as if the government had 
better take the other fork of the road, uphill 
and stony as it may be: reduce expendi- 
tures, and levy such taxes as are needed to 
pay for current costs. 

A nation such as ours cannot concede 
that its fiscal problems are insoluble. We 
must apply our best brains to the project 
and stop trying to patch up an inadequate, 
archaic system, Surely American intelli- 
gence can be mustered to provide the gov- 
ernment with a sound fiscal system, to 
match a sound economy and a sound de- 
fense organization. 


Accounting Moves To 15th & M 


Moving day scene, as the revenue accounting section at the old 
building was being denuded of furniture. Jack Cox, at left, is getting a 
desk ready for its block-long journey. 


Monday, October 26, was moving day for the accounting department. 


The revenue and disbursement sections, formerly lodged on the third and 


f 


ourth floors, respectively, at 14th & M, were established in their new and 


permanent quarters on the fourth floor of the 15th & M building. 


The general service section, which occupied a large portion of the base- 


ment in the older building, immigrated to a spacious new home on the 


f 


ifth floor at 15th & M. 
Except for some of the larger pieces of equipment, the move was en- 


Arriving at the new quarters, the furniture was placed in its proper 
location. Art Sharp, center, acted as coordinator for this section. 


tirely made “‘by hand.” A large group of workmen from a commercial mov- 
ing firm, carried the individual pieces of furtniture, or wheeled them between 
the buildings on hand trucks. 


Each item was labeled before the move so it could be deposited in its 
proper place at the new location. 


Left behind, in the big migration, was B. J. Sievers, controller, whose 
new office was not yet completed. 
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Making its appearance last month on the 7th floor of the 15th & M 
building was a new Bruning “’Copyflex’’ machine, a huge descendant of 
the more familiar biueprint machines that have been in use in the com- 
pany for many years. The Copyflex is designed to reproduce engineering 
drawings and transparency sketches by the black-white method—for blue- 
prints are no longer made. It will accept tracings up to 42 inches wide. 
Since tracings are now made in standard sizes—multiples of 82 by 11 
inches—the new machine will do most of its work with pre-cut sensitized 
sheets to match the size of tracings, thus eliminating the heavy chore of 
trimming. 

The Copyflex replaces another Bruning printer bought used in 1954 and 
now in need of major repair. It, in turn, succeeded a 36-inch Pease blue- 
print machine installed in Engineering in 1927. Prior to that time blue- 
prints were made by exposure to the rays of the sun. The first printer 
consisted of a padded frame mounted on flanged wheels. The tracing and 
sensitized paper were pressed together under the heavy glass lid of the 
frame and pushed out a window onto its own private railway that spanned 
the court of the old general office building. Under a bright sun the ex- 
posure might be made in a few seconds. On a dark day it sometimes 
required a half hour. 


A Trio of New Machines 


Betty Tribble poses with the new mail inserter machine in General 
Service. In its operation, four separate items can be automatically enclosed 
in each envelope, which is then sealed and readied for mailing. 
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The new addressograph machine, also in General Service on the fifth 
floor is being tended by Twila Wert. It addresses the statement blanks 
and punches in the telephone number to be used as the key for billing 
by IBM machines in the processes which follow. 
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Green Closes Long Career 


A lone car remained in its parking 
stall as darkness of evening closed 
about it. Robert M. Green had alighted 
from it on the morning of October 22 
and swung down the street toward his 
job with his usual 
buoyant step. No 
doubt he was think- 
ing that there 
would be but one 
more week of the 
orderly routine and 
timetable he fol- 
lowed so exactly. 

Later in the day 
he suffered a heart 
seizure while at 
work and was 
rushed to a hospital. It was one of the 
few times that sickness of any kind had 
torn him from his job. 

By tragic coincidence, the attack 
came but a few days before his sched- 
uled retirement, November 1. 

In length of service Mr. Green held 
seniority over all the people of LT&T. 
He joined the company in July 1912 
which, upon retirement, gave him an 
unbroken span of employment exceed- 
ing 47 years. 

Except for a period of 2% years as 
a shopman, Bob’s entire career was 
spent in the Lincoln “service” depart- 
ment. Most of this time he followed 
his specialty of PBX service and main- 
tenance. He was a familiar figure in 
the downtown area as he patrolled the 
beat of his ‘customers.’ No man could 
have been more attached to his job, or 
Performed it with greater care and 
Skill. These sterling traits he must have 
inherited from his father, Merrill 
Green, who preceded him in employ- 
ment and in retirement from the same 
department. The two were much alike 
in temperament and workmanship. The 
elder Mr. Green died in 1947. 

As this is written, Bob is reported 
to be staging a good recovery at Bryan 
Memorial Hospital, though it is likely 
that his residence there will extend 
through the month. Mr. and Mrs. 
Green, of course, must revise their 
plans for the first months of retirement 
which included the regular annual trip 
to Minnesota. They will retain their 
home in Lincoln. 

Bob was the last active employee to 
date back to 1912—a year that stands 
as a milestone in company history. It 
was then that the number of company 
stations jumped from 14,392 to 41,050 
through the purchase and consolida- 
tion; and our territory burst from the 
bounds of Lancaster County to encom- 
pass the 22 counties in which we now 
operate. 

The News is too small to hold even 
a brief account of the changes he has 
seen in the company and the industry 
during the long span of his employ- 
ment. 


Public Relations Everywhere 


No one has been able to put an exact 
price tag on good public relations. It 
is a commodity that cannot be bought 
and sold. It has to be earned. 


And through the years our em- 
ployees, in their contacts with the 
public, have built an ever increasing 
backlog of friendship and good will 
that, if it could be entered on the bal- 
ance sheet, would certainly be one of 
our most valuable assets. 


Now E. D. Smith, construction fore- 
man, and his crew consisting of Lloyd 
Schmutte, Don Cole, Jerry Sievers and 
A. R. Walla, were not consciously work- 
ing in the public relations field as they 
went about the task of clearing a road- 
side of intruding trees. But they were 
watched with approving eye by the 
landowner and when the job was fin- 
ished the following letter was dis- 
patched to C. J. Novak, area manager 
at Crete, who forwarded it to the gen- 
eral plant office at Lincoln: 


Dear Sir: 

Mrs. Yost and I wish to extend 
our thanks to the telephone com- 
pany for cutting down the elm 
trees on our terrace. The crew did 
a wonderful job and left every- 
thing clean as they moved the trees 
to a nearby vacant lot. We enjoyed 
meeting the men and qive special 
thanks to Mr. Smith, the foreman 
of the crew. 


Cod. Yast 
Friend. Nebraska 


More Roses 


We acknowledge with thanks the 
kind words published in the Monthly 
Letter of the Credit Bureau of Lincoln. 
Speaking of the firm’s recent move to 
new offices, along with the Collection 
Bureau and the Telephone Answering 
Service, the Letter reads: “Especial 
thanks are due to the experienced men 
of LT&T who worked full time for 
many weeks preparing for the change.” 


The job was one of major propor- 
tions, and we find no fault with the 
term “experienced men” for there was 
a lot of experience wrapped up in the 
men assigned to the job, who were 
Russell White, Verlad Spears and Ray 
Zimmerman. The foreman was Bob 
Blackford. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


Following is the total amount of claims paid by 
the Telephone Employees’ Mutual Benefit Associ- 
tad 28 Claims........$1,671.15 


Dependents 2 Claims.....:.. 2,586.00 


$4,257.15 
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Ann Seymour Dies 


The last sad entry must again be 
written on the page of a dedicated life. 
Anna M. Seymour, long a member of 
the general traffic department, passed 
away at Lincoln on 
October 5, at the 
age of 76. 


At the time of 
her retirement, 11 
years ago, Miss Sey- 
mour was the last 
remaining em- 
ployee to represent 
the large group of 
women who had 
transferred from 
. the Nebraska Bell 
organization to LT&T with the pur- 
chase of 44 Bell exchanges in 1912. 
She retired October 1, 1948, with nearly 
43 years of credited service. 


Miss Seymour was first employed as 
a local operator at the Lincoln Bell 
exchange November 5, 1905, and rose 
to the position of exchange supervisor 
three years later. After joining LT&T 
she continued to serve in supervisory 
capacities in the toll operating room 
and in General Traffic until the time 
of her retirement. Among the many 
special duties she performed was the 
supervision of service at the state fair 
sub-exchange for nearly a quarter of 
a century. 


She was appointed traveling instruc- 
tor in April 1922. The classification was 
changed to traveling chief operator 
in February 1946. During her long 
tenure in these positions she devoted 
her entire time and talents to the job, 
driving herself with undiminished 
energy as the years rolled by. 


Although Anna attemped to reach 
perfection in her own work and ex- 
pected little less from the pupils under 
training, she was not a severe person. 
In her travels she became widely 
known among employee ranks through- 
out the territory as well as in Lincoln 
and all of these people, we are sure, 
regarded Ann with fond affection. 


Funeral services were held at Roper’s 
Chapel, Lincoln, on October 7. 


Even George Was Surprised 


George Hancock, of Lincoln Com- 
mercial, thought he did right well by 
making a personal call on a family 
while processing their move order. He 
called at the new home and must have 
given his Grade-A sales pitch, for he 
departed in due time with an order 
written and signed, calling for two 
trunks, four directory listings, six Eric- 
ofons, two 2-way keys and four jacks. 


livery and uncrating. Larry hopes he won’‘t be asked to explain the workings 
of the computer, but only what it does. 


The most complicated piece of equipment, bar none, is 
now comfortably established in the new data processing 
center located on the fourth floor of the 15th and M building. 

It is an IBM 650 computer, a huge and dizzily complex 
machine, sometimes called the “electronic brain.” 

The installation of the IBM 650 electronic data processing 
system represents one of the first computers to be used by 
an independent telephone company. 

The 650 is an “internally stored program” machine. 
This means that operational control of the computer is 
provided by sequential instructions in bi-quinary coded 
form stored with the computer tself. 

The heart of the computer, its magnetic drum, is a 
cylinder 4 inches in diameter and 16 inches long, which 
revolves at 12,500 R.P.M. Data and instructions are stored 
on the drum in a manner similar to a tape recorder. 

The accounting department has worked more than two 


years developing programs and systems in preparation for 
conversion from manual to electronic operation. 

A few of the jobs for which the 650 will be used are 
to rate and detail toll calls, calculate payrolls, and price 
material. The biggest job will be rating approximately half 
a million tolls a month at the rate of ten thousand per hour. 

The program followed by the computer in rating and 
detailing tolls can be divided into six parts: 

(1) Read in. 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


(6) 


The holes in the DDD or mark sense toll card 
are sensed by the card reading unit and the data 
represented by the punched holes is transferred 
to the magnetic drum. 

Combine “to place” and “from place” codes. 
The routing codes and the “to” central office 
code are combined with the “from” central office 
code. 

Table look-up. 
To find the “point to point” rate and detailing 
code, the computer searches its drum for a code 
combination identical to the code obtained in 
Step 2. 

Calculate rated amount. 
After finding the basic rate, the computer deter- 
mines the length of the message, whether it is 
day or night, station to station or person to per- 
son, and then calculates the rated amount. 

Detail the toll. 
The rated amount and a count of one are stored 
by category of call (obtained in Step 3—detailing 
code) e.g., Terminating at a Bell exchange, inter- 
state, intrastate or AT&T. Terminating at an 
LT&T exchange, terminating at a connecting 
Company; and type of call, sent paid, sent collect, 

Punch out. 
The rated amount for the individual toll call is 
unloaded from the magnetic drum and punched 
into the card. 


Once rated and detailed, the toll card is used in other 
machine operations to prepare the toll portion of the 
customer bill. 


Christmas Parties 


Once again, it is expected, Christmas 
activities will occupy the thoughts and 
talents of our people as they arrange 
for office, departmental and area 
parties during the holiday season. The 
News wants to give full coverage to 
these gatherings in the January issue 
and asks the assistance of the folks on 
the scene. We need pictures of the 
festivities and a brief story telling of 
the date, the activities, and names of 
the committee in charge. The pictures 
should be in the hands of the editor by 
January 1, if possible. 

Two Christmas parties are again 


Planned for Lincoln; the adult party to next year. 


2-5 Dialing For Lincoln 


December 6 will be “two letter” 
day for Lincoln telephone users. At one 
o’clock on that Sunday morning the 
cutover will be made that will require 
all Lincoln numbers to be dialed with 
seven digits. The new numbers, con- 
sisting of two letters and five figures, 
will appear in the 1960 telephone di- 
rectory which will be distributed prior 
to the cutover date. 


Seven digit dialing is a requirement 
for direct distance dialing which is 
scheduled to become a reality for Lin- 
coln customers about the middle of 


ads and stories, radio and television 
announcements, billboard advertise- 
ments and letters addressed to all Lin- 
coln subscribers. 


Customers at exchanges where DDD 
is presently in use will be able to place 
direct calls to Lincoln telephones after 
December 6 by dialing their DDD ac- 
cess number plus the seven digits of 
the Lincoln number. 


In most cases the subscriber’s new 
number will be the same as the present 
one with two letters added as a prefix. 
At the “4” exchange, however, the pre- 
fix will be changed to IV 8 and at the 
“8” exchange to ID 4. 

The plan for prefix assignment is as 


be at East Hills on Friday evening, Because it will not be possible to in- follows: 
December 11, and the children’s party tercept calls dialed with five digits and _ Starting With Prefix a sens be 
at the Cornhusker Hotel, Saturday vefer them to the new numbers it is ee pune eras ah eh +. 
afternoon, December 19. The general imperative that subscribers under- ) ET a se LeescessseeeHE 2 
committee is composed of Loran Pow- stand and use the new dialing proced- Biciieicicrsr A VGMNGR, etclccededsess ca IV..8 
ell, chairman; Sharon Deveny, secre- Ue. poe sntighitas hie 
tary; Robert Ross, George Hancock, An extensive informational program : scabanibsteataaiae sig a lea age 
Verald Spears, Elaine Hawkins and _ is now under way to inform the public ee  MNSWOOA oo. cicescacaccce OR 
Lois Wolfe. of the change. This includes newspaper , arene cr IWanhoe ........-.--.--..-. IV 9 
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Eita Griffin W. A. Rosenthal 


Geneva Lincoln 
35 Years 35 Years 


42 YEARS H. O. Wentink, Hastings. 

39 YEARS Mary Bethscheider, Hebron; J. T. 
May, Lincoln. 

38 YEARS H. H. Lahr, Hastings; Martha 
M. Merz, Seward. 

35 YEARS Eita Griffin, Geneva: W. A. 
Rosenthal, Lincoln. 

34 YEARS Cecile Anderson, J. E. Backstrom, 
Lincoln. 

33 YEARS Rosalie Carlson, Della Wilcox, 
Lincoln. 

32 YEARS Irene Combs, Lincoln. 

31 YEARS A. B. Gorman, C. W. Helm, 
Lincoln. 


§ . 
J. P. Howland Marion Lane 
Lincoln Weeping Water 
15 Years 15 Years 


DOOODOOPOOOODODOODOOODOOOOOOOOO®QDOOD 


SEV ILE 
HIV e nodal tt 


DOOQOODODODOODOODODOOOOODOOODOOOODOOQOOD 


29 YEARS Lavina McElroy, Wilber; Helen 
Ofe, Plattsmouth. 

28 YEARS Louise Schmidt, Lincoln. 

27 YEARS Miriam Carter, R. E. Hibbert, 
Lincoln. 

24 YEARS Marie Jackson, Lincoln. 

22 YEARS Ethel Daharsh, Lincoln. 

20 YEARS Dorothy Darnold, Lincoln; Man- 
dane Reid, Fairbury. 

18 YEARS Clara Costello, Tecumseh; D. D. 
Smith, Lincoln. 

17 YEARS Mabel Volpp, Lincoln. 

16 YEARS Darlene Remmers, Beatrice; H. W. 
Tubbs, Hastings. 

15 YEARS J. P. Howland, Lincoln; Marion 
Lane, Weeping Water. 

13 YEARS A. L. Ackermann, Geneva; Eunice 
Bailey, T. G. Goldenstein, Lincoln; Dorothy 
Biggerstaff, Auburn; V. V. Clark, Platts- 
mouth; W. K. Menze, Seward; Gearldeen 
Williams, Superior. 

12 YEARS A.C. Andres, Stromsburg; Luetta 
Bacon, Hastings; W. I. Duer, C. H. Misch- 
nick, Joan Moorberg, F. G. Rowlison, Lin- 
coln; R. H. Fischer, Pawnee City; R. A. 
Francis, Hebron. 

11 YEARS L. D. Burch, Crete; J. L. Garrett, 
Geneva; L. V. Higgins, W. L. Higgins, L. H. 
Schmutte, Lincoln; A. L. McVay, Auburn; 


ree 


Fairbury 
20 Years 


Lincoln 
20 Years 


J. L. Roth, Hastings; G. C. Shipley, Seward. 
10 YEARS Belva Gleason, C. J. Tracy, Lin- 
coln; Norma Hahn, Tecumseh. 

9 YEARS K. J. Ferguson, M. E. Joosten, 
Ewald Ochsner, R. L. Wilson, Lincoln; Eva 
Schmidt, Nebraska City. 

8 YEARS E. E. Knipple, G. E. McCown, 
R. G. Mathis, Paula Otte, Lincoln. 

7 YEARS Eunice Jun, Nebraska City; E. D. 
Pratt, Lincoln. 

6 YEARS Kathryn Bayless, JoAnn Knapp, 
R. N. McDowell, Lincoln. 

5 YEARS Wanda Carman, Louise Jenkins, 


Lincoln. 


Bf? 

C. J. Tracy Norma Hahn 
Lincoln Tecumseh 
10 Years 10 Years 


Happiness Ahead 


Jimmie M. Irons, Lincoln wire chief’s of- 
fice, and Lois Jean Baker were united in mar- 
riage September 19 in the Grace Methodist 
Church in Lincoln. 

Aletha Mason, Lincoln Traffic, became the 
bride of Burneil Lindquist at a ceremony in 
the First Lutheran Church in Lincoln on 
October 25. 

Shirley Plautz, Lincoln Commercial, and 
Earl Eno exchanged wedding vows on Octo- 
ber 17 at Trinity Lutheran Church, Lincoln. 

Jeanine Sherman, Engineering, and Stew- 
art Vculek were married October 18 at Ash 
land. They are now calling Wahoo their 
home while Stewart attends Luther College 
there. 

Jack Shadley and Carol Snyder were united 
in marriage October 30 at St. James Meth- 
odist Church. Jack is employed in the engi- 
neering department. 


Promotions - Transfers 


Francis E. Smith 


Lincoln 


Plant 


Kenneth A. Darby, driver-lineman, Con- 


struction, to switchman, Area Plant. 


Erma E. Dillworth, service operator to 


clerk, Area Plant. 


Dwight Enderle, lineman, Hastings Con- 
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struction, to combinationman, Crete. 

Ramon Green, lineman, Hastings Con- 
struction, to combinationman, Superior. 

Carol Hunt, stenographer, Supply to Gen- 
eral Plant. 

John Kildau, janitor, Supply to Lincoln 
Custodial. 

Ewald Ochsner, combinationman, Has- 
tings, to testman, wire chief's office. 

Robert Ryan, warehouseman, Supply, to 
switchman, Beatrice. 

Francis Smith, combinationman to installer 
repairman PBX, Lincoln. 

J. E. Turner, combinationman, Crete, to 
switchman, Beatrice. 


Traffic 
Kay Basset, Syracuse to Lincoln Unit I. 
Jeannie M. Schreiner, operator to service 
assistant, Syracuse. 
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The Blue River is a home product. 
It rises in LT&T land and drains fully 
half of the 12,859 square miles of our 
territory. It is a whimsical river. Most 
of the time it winds a leisurely and 
docile course, well contained within its 
banks. But when the Blue goes on a 
rampage, gorged by the melting snows 
or spring rains, it can be the most 
feared and destructive of our running 
waters. 

Many streams combine to create the 
Blue. The North Branch has its source 
west of Polk, flowing past Stromsburg, 
Surprise, Ulysses and Staplehurst. It 
meets Lincoln Creek and other streams 
at Seward to become a full-fledged 
river. Between Milford and Crete it is 
joined by the West Branch, which rises 
in twin forks in Hamilton and Clay 
counties, gathering size as it meanders 
eastward. 

The river passes Crete, Wilber and 
Dewitt in Saline County, then angles 
into Gage County, touching Beatrice, 
Wymore and Barneston before it drops 
into Kansas. 

Huge catfish still make their way 
into its headwaters. Its banks are well 
timbered with natural growth which, 
in late fall, takes on a riot of color. 

The picture was taken near the 
Saline-Gage county line, east of Dewitt. 


Historical Society Receives Our Football Collection 


Many employess still remember and 
boast of LT&T’s pretentious football 
window displays of the early ’forties. 
They occupied nearly 200 feet of win- 
dow space along the east and south of 
the general office building. The pic- 
tures that formed the basis for the dis- 
play were collected by Norman Ott, 
then the advertising manager and a 
red-hot Cornhusker fan. The collec- 
tion was mainly composed of action 
shots depicting great moments in Ne- 
braska football history particularly 
against our old arch-foe, Minnesota. 

The display also contained squad 
pictures of all Cornhusker teams dat- 
ing back to the very first. All pictures 
were enlargements and were mounted 
on display cards with descriptive copy 
—also written by Mr. Ott. 

The display was the talk of the town. 
Every hour of the day and evening 
found a crowd of people standing 
before it, drinking in Husker football 
lore. It took an hour or more to see it 
all and to read the voluminous copy 
lettered on the cards. 

After Mr. Ott’s death in 1944 the dis- 
play was abandoned, but the collection 
was carefully preserved in its entirety 
and put into storage. 

A. O. Andrews brought word that 
the Nebraska State Historical Society 
was interested in obtaining the col- 
lection for its permanent archives. The 


Young Nebraskans became steeped in Corn- 
husker football history, courtesy of the LT&T 
window disnvlays of the early ‘forties. 


company, feeling that this was the 
proper final resting place for the valu- 
able collection, confirmed the donation 
on October 21 through K. L. Lawson, 
general commercial superintendent. 


The materials sent to the Society 
included all the photographic enlarge- 
ments as well as the negatives from 
which they were made. 


Norman Ott, no doubt, would have 
been pleased and flattered had he 
known that the collection would one 
day find its way to the state archives 
where, for all time, it will stand as a 
monument to the prodigious labors in- 
volved in assembling it. 


United Drive Successful 


Lincoln employees contributed gen- 
erously, as usual, to the recent United 
Campaign which included the Red 
Cross and 27 agencies of the Lincoln 
Community Chest. Our quota of $7,345 
was exceeded by nearly $650, as 832 em- 
ployees contributed to the fund of the 
839 solicited. The $7,993.39 donated and 
pledged was $1,043.60 more than last 
year. 

In the final report of Asa Waters 
and Charles Hansen, co-colonels in 
charge of the telephone solicitation, the 
average contribution per employee was 
listed at $9.61, with nearly all captains 
reporting 100% participation by em- 
ployees in their groups. 

If any unit were to be singled out for 
special commendation, that honor 
should fall to the girls of Lincoln Traf- 
fic, with Georgia Smith as captain. 
Their average individual contribution 
of $9.79 speaks well for their under- 
standing of civic responsibilities. 

In the Beatrice Community Chest 
drive, 41 of 57 local employees contrib- 
uted an average of $6.51 for a $267.00 
total. The Commercial and Construction 
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sections were represented by 100% par- 
ticipation; Plant 83% and Traffic 45%. 
In their fine response to the drive, Be- 
atrice employees exceeded by an 
astounding 370% their last year’s effort 
when but 25% of the employees con- 
tributed. 

The Hastings Community Chest drive 
found 90% of LT&T employees partici- 
pating, compared to 78% last year. 
Their average contribution was $5.92, 
with the company total boosted by a 
$150.00 donation from the operators’ 
“snack bar” fund. The amount credited 
to employees was $605.65, which com- 
pares very favorably with last year’s 
total of $491.30. The Construction em- 
ployees scored 100%; Traffic 95%; 
Plant 86% and Commercial 67%. 

At Nebraska City our employees had 
98% participation for an average gift 
of $4.90. Their total contribution of 
$306.20 surpassed that of last year by 
nearly $70. Commercial, Plant and 
Traffic scored 100% participation and 
Construction 67%. 

No returns were available as we 
went to press on the Fairbury fund 
drive which began November 9. 


Dewey Nelsen Retires 


Something must be wrong with the 
calendar or the county court records. 
That seems the only logical solution 
to the riddle of how a youth of Dewey 
Nelsen’s springy step and Snead oy 
could prove the ; 
necessary years for 
retirement. 

Dean of the ac- 
counting depart- 
ment in length of 
service, Mr. Nelsen 
didn’t set the alarm 
clock for the morn- 
ing of November 2, 
but this made little 
difference in his 
busy, orderly way 
of life. He has established such a brisk 
schedule for his retirement days that 
it will take all his time for many a 
moon to meet the demands he has im- 
posed upon himself. 


In April 1915, fresh out of college, 
Dewey joined LT&T as bookkeeper at 
$40 per month, which he thought was a 
magnificient salary. A $2.50 raise after 
a few months was enough to convince 
him he was in the right vocation for a 
lifetime career. 


His service record reminds us that 
in 1917-18 he spent 15 months in the 
treasurer’s office and six months in 
military service before returning to 
the accounting department. In 1921 he 
made a brief foray into commercial 
work as a member of the local business 
office, but retraced his trail to Account- 
ing in less than three months as general 
ledger clerk. In 1945 he was appointed 
general ledger supervisor and in 
August 1952 to his last position as gen- 
eral accountant. 

Mr. Nelsen’s athletic preference 
Swung from tennis to golf many years 
ago. As with all his endeavors, he put 
his whole heart into the game. He 
served a long tenure as secretary of 
the company golf association and its 
members certainly have him to thank 
for holding the group together through 
many trying years by offering them a 
most carefully planned program of 
tournaments and 19th-hole dinners. 


Dewey is an artisan at most of his 
undertakings. His ledgers were a thing 
of beauty, with entries almost type- 
like in perfectly formed, unvarying 
Penmanship. He developed a like de- 
gree of excellence in his hobby of 
woodworking, which stood him well in 
putting the finishing touches to his 
new home. 

The Nelsens are looking longingly 
at Florida for a retirement home, but it 
appears at present that business inter- 
ests will keep them in Lincoln for 
long time to come. We hope so, for we 
don’t like to see such people get so 
far away. 


Dewey Nelsen 


Hunters Gather af the "19th Hole.” 
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Expert advice on the grilling of steaks is given Carl Ahl, social chairman, at left, by Ted Hughes. 
Listening in are Jerry Miller and John Backstrom. Ed Imig stands at right. 


It’s hard to believe that real good music came 
out of this corner. Ted Hughes mastered the 
Piano. Walter Roberts plunked the deep notes 
on the strange gadget shown, while Rex Winders 
scraped a chord with a broom handle against a 
salted floor. 


It was billed as a Pioneer Fall Hunt- 
ing Stag and those who spent a few 
hours of Saturday, October 24, at 
Hughes Brothers cabin, west of Sew- 
ard, thought it was properly named. 
Whether they were hunting birds, food 
or fellowship, there were none disap- 
pointed, even though the gathering was 
not a large one. 


One and all, the 32 Pioneers in at- 
tendance, proclaimed it to be the best 
of a long string of stag outings. The 
afternoon was occupied with the sundry 
preferences of the early-comers. By the 
time the embers in the outdoor grill 
had reached the proper cooking glow 
the huntsmen began to assemble after 
their day’s trek of the fields. Ed Imig, 
of Hughes Brothers, arrived to take 
charge of the steak grilling department 
while Ted Hughes gathered the singers 
about him at the piano. 


The delicious:-man-made supper was 
followed by a long, round-table session 
of tales and songs. Carl Ahl, John 
Backstrom and Buck Isaman composed 
the committee in charge. 


Blessed Events 


Warren and Loretta Drake are the proud 
parents of a girl, Deborah Kay, who was 
born on October 21. Warren is a switchman 
at Auburn. 


On October 9 Mr. and Mrs. Don Frank- 
forter welcomed a son, David Jon, to the 
family. Don is an employee in the wire 
chief's office, Lincoln. 

A girl, Peggy Lynne, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Ronald Hibbert on October 13, Ronald 
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is an employee in the wire chief's office, 
Lincoln. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Konvalin announce the 
birth of a baby boy, born September 25. The 
baby has been named John Jay. Mrs. Konva- 
lin is with the traffic department at Superior. 

A son, Galen Eugene, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Marshall Stillwell on August 4. Mar- 
shall is employed in the custodian’s depart- 
ment, Lincoln. 

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Buck are the proud 
parents of a baby boy. John Scott, born 
October 9. John is a member of the York- 
based construction crew. 


New C. 0. Assignments 


Hebron and Wymore have new chief 
operators; the appointments being an- 
nounced last month by L. W. Cleveland, 
general traffic superintendent. Regina 
T. Bethscheider, former chief operator 
at Hebron, took over her new duties at 
Wymore on October 28. She succeeds 
Viola C. Hutchinson, who is on leave of 


absence. 

Ruth M. Rittenhouse replaced Miss 
Bethscheider as Hebron chief operator. 
Mrs. Rittenhouse’s experience dates to 
August 1928 when she was hired as 
student operator at the Hebron board. 
Her employment has not been contin- 
uous and there was one period in the 
‘thirties when she was away from the 
switchboard for nearly four years. Yet 
she has compiled a total of more than 
26 years of credited service, which is a 
tidy sum even at Hebron where long 
service records are in abundance. 


Miss Bethscheider entered her new 
position with an enviable collection of 
more than 40 years service—all 
garnered at the Hebron exchange. She 
is the youngest of three sisters whose 
aggregate years of toil at the Hebron 
board now approximates 120 years. 
Margaret retired in 1957 with nearly 
41 years of service. Mary, still em- 
ployed at Hebron, is observing her 39th 
year at the board this month. 


Bowling in October 


The bowlers kept their eye on the 
1-3 pocket during the month and aver- 
ages were still mounting. Innumerable 
scores of 500 or better were registered 
by the men, both in Lincoln and about 
the territory. 


Most tremendous night of the month 
was that of October 27 when Buck 
Duer rolled the season’s best series of 
656 and high game of 247. He was 
closely trailed by Howard Spahnle with 
a series of 616 and high game of 242. 
Bob Turner made it unanimous by roll- 
ing the season’s third high game of 241. 
On the same night the General Com- 
mercials caught fire in their second 
game to post the high team game of 968. 
Other high marks of the evening were 
Don Norton’s 588; Bob Turner’s 585; 
and a pair of 580’s by Bob Stall and 
Bob White. 


Joann Knapp of Toll Equipment had 
a fine 545 series and a 212 game to 
lead the women’s division for the 
month. 


“Johnny,” said his mother, “run 
across the street and see how old Mrs. 
Jones is.”’ 

Johnny was back in a few minutes. 

“She says it’s none of your business 
how old she is.”’ 


No Snow For L. H. Pierce 


There are those who do not mind 
the mildish Nebraska winters of recent 
years. And there are others who feel 
that a little snow is too much. Among 
the latter group is Lester H. Pierce, 
long a member of 
Lincoln Plant, who 
applied for and was 
granted a_ service 
pension somewhat 
in advance of the 
usual retirement 
age. 


Mr. and Mrs. 
Pierce have set up 
housekeeping on the 
rising slopes of the 
Sierras in southern 
California. There they can contem- 
plate the snow, far above them, and 
rejoice that there is none to shovel 
from the sidewalk and driveway. In 
their new location they are within a 
short distance of several close relatives 
and feel that the family ties will aid 
them in forming a liking for their re- 
tirement and the easy way of life. 


Mr. Pierce retired with more than 38 
years of service. It would have been 
nearly 45 years had he remained an 
employee from the time of his first 
appearance on the payroll in January 
1915. His term of service at that time 
was about six months. He returned 
in November 1920 as rackman in Lin- 
coln Service and stayed until March 
1922. Again in January 1923 he re- 
entered employment; this time as a 
shopman. His service has been con- 
tinuous since then. 


In January 1925 Lester transferred 
back to the local plant department 
as a combinationman. Later that year 
he began a two-year term at the test 
board, returning to the labors of com- 
binationman in March 1928. In April 
1946 he became a testman a second time 
and it was from this position that he 
retired on October 17. His new mail- 
ing address is: Box #81, Yucca Valley, 
California. 


Almost a Telephone Battle 


When Lincoln Southeast journeyed to 
Fairbury October 28 to do battle on the 
gridiron, there were some mighty 
familiar names appearing in the two 
lineups. Gary Foster, of Southeast, is 
the son of G. A. (Swede) Foster of Con- 
struction. John Caley and John Nespor 
of the Fairbury eleven are the sons of 
Gerald Caley and Sylvester Nespor, 
respectively, of Fairbury Plant. 

Young Nespor made the longest gain 
of the game, a sweep of 38 yards that 
carried to the Southeast 15-yard line. 
But it was to no avail. Southeast won 
the tight contest 7 to 0. 
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New Employees 


Accounting 
Nola: Bubb ..c222.2. Mach: Opr.. ci 10- 2 
Mary Buechter .....-- Mochr Opr: sic. 10- 5 
Velda Decker ......-.- MGCHs TIBI: scacnsse 9-22 
Sharon Hemsath ...Mach. Opr. .------- 9-21 
Mary 689° cccccsene Math Opts. <sess-c¢ 9-28 
Karen Price .......---- Mach. Opr. ..------ 9-2] 
Karen Shastrom ....- Mach. Opr. .------- 10-12 

Commercial 


Robert Hill (P.T.)* Cn. Col., Lincoln 10-12 
Barbara Paulsen ..-Teller, Lincoln -.10- 9 


Sondra Robb (P.T.) Clerk, 


Plattsmouth .... 9-28 
Plant 

Robert Cahoon ......- Janitor, Lincoln .-10- 5 

Gregg Herdlitchka 
DPN pecnste obeccer. Whsmn., Supply 10-10 
Eugene Hruza .....-- Janitor, Lincoln .. 9-16 
John Jarvis (P.T.) ...Janitor, Lincoln .. 9-14 
Bert Mills sesececnveneene Janitor, Lincoln .. 9-16 
Norma Preuss ...-..--- Steno., Lincoln ..10- 8 

Traffic 

Sandra Carpenter ..-Opr., Lincoln .---- 9-29 
Sue Crayton .-....--... Opr., Lincoln -.-. 9-29 
Mary Cunningham .Opr., Linco!n -..- 9-29 
Patricia Dahlsten* .Opr., Hastings ..10- 5 
Bernice Dolezal ...-.. Opr., Lincoln .... 9-2? 
Margaret Flood* ..-Opr., Nebr. City 9-22 
Janet Garrett ~....--.. Opr., Geneva ..-.10- 5 
Kay Geiger ...-.-------- Opr., Lincoln -... 9-29 
SOrd -JIGHG: access Opr., Lincoln’ a.« 9-27 
Florence Johnson ...Opr., Lincoln ..-. 9-22 
Mary: Kelcn’ «..24.:- Opr.;: ¥ Oflk sacs 10- 5 
Winona Kirwan* ..-Opr., Lincoln ..-- 9-28 
Betty Mooney* ..-.-- Opr., Hastings -.--10- 6 
Dorothy Peterson* -Opr., Lincoln ---- 9-28 
Caroline Reed ..-.--- Opr., York .-.------ 10- 5 
June Rosenquist* -.-Opr., York -------- 10- 4 
Mary Schellpeper -.-Opr., Lincoln -.-. 9-2 
DelRae Schieffer ...Opr., Lincoln -..-. 9-21 
Shirley Slagel* -.-.--- Opr., Lincoln .---- 9-21 
Hazel Tuton” ....-.- Opr., Nebr. City 9-16 
Beverly Wasser ...-- Opr., Lincoln ..-- 9-2] 
Kathryn Welding ..-Opr., Lincoln -..- 9-2] 


* Re-employed 


Hastings Softball Report 


Though the subject is not in season, 
we list here the statistics concerning 
{he softball team that wore the colors 
of LT&T in the fast Industrial league 
at Hastings during the past summer. 

Our favorites did not become cham- 
pions. In fact they fetched up at the 
bottom in the final standings. But they 
had a lot of fun and scared the puddin’ 
out of some of the leading teams. The 
seasons’ record listed six wins of the 
20 games played. 

Employee members of the team were: 
Tommy Hedges, manager, Dwight En- 
derle, Ed Jungck, W. D. Anderson, 
C. W. Hayes, Duane Webb, Ralph 
Hromadka, B. T. Hayes and Robert 
Ziegler. Six other men, not employees, 
also played on the team. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Around The Circuit 


Mary Goracke, Mabel Lipskey, 
Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editors 


Auburn Area 
by Alta Kelley 


One year ago on November 3 the Auburn 
Commercial employees moved into their new 
office building ....Marcelene Behrends and 
Myron Birdsley celebrated birthdays the week 
of October 19 and everyone enjoyed the birth- 
day cakes and coffee. ... Mike Carr was a 
bit dismayed when he discovered that all of 
his keys had been left in the locked Brock 
office, and he was unable to re-enter the 
building or drive his truck until help ar- 
rived with another set. . . George Damon 
should have lots to tell when he returns from 
his 3-week vacation. . . Sympathy is ex- 
tended to the S. M. Carr family on the death 
of his mother. . . . At Humboldt, Ivan Haith 
is the proud owner of a 1960 Catalina Pon- 
tiac. ... Doyle Fisher and Emma Lee DeJonge 
are bowling on teams this season. Emma Lee 
is captain of her team, the Pin-ups. 


Beatrice Area 


by Virginia Coon and Veronica Siske 


Traveling vacationers included Rethal Falk 
and her husband who made a 5,000-mile motor 
trip to Mexico. They visited Monterrey, Aca- 
pulea and Mexico City. ... Donna Nienaber 
went to Minneapolis, Minnesota where she 
especially enjoyed the show “South Sea Ad- 
venture” in cinerama, and Amana, Iowa 
where she saw the Colonies. . . The Rex 
Montgomery family vacationed in Wyoming 
where the snow was already 2 feet deep and 
it continued snowing. They went deer hunt- 
ing and brought down a doe. ... For Lloyd 
and Elsie Oglesby it was Westward, Ho! They 
traveled to Fort Collins, Colorado, Seattle, 

Jashington, and Yellowstone National Park. 

Lela Watson spent her time at Waco 
and also breaking in her new blue Chevvie. 
She attended the stage show “My Fair Lady”’ 
in Omaha on October 26. ... Mable Wieting 
and Virginia Coon enjoyed the Pioneer Ladies 
Steak Fry in Seward. ... Weekend travelers 
were Marcella O’Bryan to Grand _ Island, 
Kathryn Widick to St. Joseph, Mo., and Cari- 
eta Woelka to Manhattan, Kansas to see the 
Tuttle Creek Dam project. ... Paul Guelker 
is recovering from surgery. ... Bob Lemkau 
and Frank Jurgens report good luck duck 
hunting this season. ... Frank Nevitt has this 
fish story to tell. He caught a bass, brought 
it home, cleaned and wrapped it and put 
it in the deep freeze. Later, hearing peculiar 
noises Frank investigated and found that the 
fish had flopped completely out of its 
wrapping. 


Crete Area 


by Loretta Mcllnay 


We haven't been heard from lately, so we'll 
try to make up for that silent spell. ... We 
have several vacations to report. Velma 
Fikar and family really saw a lot of country. 
They drove through Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas 
and New Mexico on their way to Holbrook, 
Arizona where they visited with her sister 
and family. On the return trip they drove 
through Nevada, Utah and Colorado. They 
visited Las Vegas (mainly the Golden Nug- 
get), the Painted Desert, saw the Petrified 
Forest, Newspaper Rock, Grand Canyon and 
Boulder Dam. . . Arlene Musil had a very 
enjoyable time on her trip to Puerto Rico 


and the Virgin Islands. She was lucky enough 
to win $25.00 at a Casino—beginner’s luck? 
Arlene left Nebraska with a beautiful tan 
and came back looking like a ‘‘spotted leop- 
ard’’ (she says) because of a sunburn, but 
she had a marvelous time. . . . Phil Bohl is 
such a help to his wife Roberta so he de- 
cided to surprise her with some biscuits. 
After eating them, however, he discovered 
his upset stomach was due to those same 
biscuits, which contained baking soda instead 
of the baking powder! ... Elizabeth Johnson 
is in Covina, California, helping care for her 
grandchildren while her daughter, Ruth, is 
in the hospital. ... Lavina McElroy, Wilber, 
spent her vacation at home and Imogene 
Kermoade performed her office duties. ... 
Hotilda Eurich, Friend, also vacationed at 
home and Loriene High took over for her 
at the office. . The entire area extends 
deepest sympathy to Vivian Kinghorn, chief 
operator, and her son Lynn, on the death of 
Mr. Kinghorn on October 18. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois McCord 


Among vacationers were Evelyn Menke who 
visited relatives and friends in Portland and 
Coos Bay, Oregon, Emilie Bleich who visited 
relatives in Centerville, South Dakota, and 
Karen Fisher who visited her sister in Grand 
Island. . . . Mary Jackson and Annabelle 
Stocker visited relatives in Los Angeles and 
San Francisco, toured Marineland and Yo- 
semite National Park, and attended the An- 
telope Valley parade and fair. They had flown 
from Denver to Los Angeles by jet airplane 
in two hours! ...S. D. Hanau, June John- 
son and Helen DeBord vacationed at home.... 
Linda Turner and Charlene Bogle attended a 
football game at Norfolk. They were trying 
out Linda’s new car. ... Attending a foot- 
ball game in Lincoln was Irene Smalldon.... 
Dorcas Slater has been busy getting settled 
in her new apartment, and Kathryn Traeger 
has been learning to drive the family car... . 
Week-end visitors were Cecilia Siegel in 
Omaha, and Carol Grummert in Emporia, 
Kansas. Enroute she saw the Tuttle Creek 
Dam. .. . Recent office visitors were Bill 
Quinn and Francis Darnold from Lincoln 
and John Eckles from York. 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


The big news of the day is Joe Adamson’s 
vacation jaunt to ‘Jellystone”’’ National Park 
to hunt “Yogi” bear. Joe reports a fine trip 
but no bear. ... Reno Weis, at this writing, is 
spending some vacation time in Nebraska, 
Kansas, Missouri and Iowa. He informed us 
he was going hunting and that he had a lot 
of square dancing to do. . . . Lowell Garrett 
spent another week of vacation painting on 
his house. Lowell is also attending school 
for two weeks in Omaha. . Vacationers 
in the traffic department were Margaret 
O’Brien and Celesta Maynard, who vaca- 
ttoned in Colorado, and Caroline Lauenstein 
who spent her time at home. ... The Traf- 
fic and Commercial girls had a farewell 
party for Barbara Nittler who is leaving our 
fair abode to become Mrs. Johnnie Sheri- 
dan of Sutton. We shall certainly miss Barbie, 
but wish her all the happiness in the world 
in her new role as housewife. 


Hastings Area 


by Elaine Kershner, Floyd Crewdson 
and Lu Bacon 


The old ‘‘flu bug’’ has been going around in 
Traffic. A number of girls have been sick 
with colds and the flu. Darlene Oliver and 
Ruth Compton have been ill with an eye in- 
fection. ... Betty Mooney and Pat Dahlsten 
have returned to work full time. ... Mar- 
garet Franklin is on leave of absence await- 
ing the arrival of the stork. . We were 
sorry to lose Della Howard who has resigned 
to be with her husband... . Several Traffic 
girls have been enjoying wonderful vacations. 
Zelma Fobben and Aletha Bennett went to 
Wyoming to enjoy some deer hunting. Aletha, 
Zelma’s husband and brother-in-law each got 
a deer. They report snow and cold weather 
while they were in Wyoming... . Jessie Van- 
Trump visited in Denver, Salt Lake City and 
California during her vacation. ... Arliss 
Reiber visited her sister in Wisconsin, and 
Donna Brunswick and Roxie Weber spent 
their vacation time at home. ... It is again 
time to write the news for the plant depart- 
ment. As we look out the west window and 


From Bertha Sharp, retired, comes this picture of a traffic conference held at Beatrice in 1922. 
Three of the group defy identification at this late date. The others, from left: 1—Mrs. J. Woodard, CO, 
Wymore; 2—Effie Smith, CO, Tecumseh; 3—unidentified; 4—-Margaret Bethscheider, CO, Hebron; 
5—unidentified; 6—Nellie Shanks, CO, Auburn; 7—Maude Willey, CO, DeWitt; 8—Sybil Brandt, travel- 
ing supervisor, Beatrice; 9—R. S. Brewster, traffic superintendent; 10—unidentified; 11—E. Korbel, CO, 
Wilber; 12—Bertha Sharp, CO, Beatrice; 13—L. P. Young, district traffic chief, Beatrice; 14—Catherine 
Gillan, CO, Humboldt; 15—Ruth McFarland, CO, Fairbury. 


~<a 15 He 


watch the leaves being blown by a strong 
north wind, pleasant thoughts turn to tomor- 
row—the opening day of the pheasant season. 
A number of us will be heading for the open 
fields in search of the ringnecks and blowing 
a lot of holes in the air. Oh well, be that as 
it may—on with the news... . We are happy 
to see Jack Roth back to work following his 
recent illness. Vacationers for October 
are Gerry Hurley and Ed Jungck. Wonder 
why they chose this last week of the month. 
Suppose it could be on account of pheasant 
season opening then? ... Max Walker, How- 
ard Spahnle and Lloyd Cleveland were Octo- 
ber visitors. Also Ernie Wellman stopped in 
to pass the time of day. ... We are happy to 
welcome Gordon Sinner back to Hastings. 
Gordon transferred from Sutton effective No- 
vember 1l....Tommy Hedges must be having 
quite a time getting any work done. He has 
lost two men the last month by the transfer 
of Ray Green to Superior and Dwight Enderle 
to Crete. We hate to see these men go as they 
are both on the Hastings bowling team, but 
we wish them success in their new work... . 
By the time this is printed the installers will 
have completed the 24-volt battery installation 
for Hastings. . . . The storeroom is taking on 
the appearance of a warehouse with the ar- 
rival of cable and equipment for the 1000 line 
addition to Hastings, and the Glenwood Tele- 
phone Corporation CDO Conversion out of 
Hastings. ... The field engineers have been 
frequent visitors to Hastings the past month, 
trying to keep ahead of the growing number 
of houses in the northwest part of the city. 
. . Bob Hill has joined the Commercial staff 
part-time as a coin collector. ... Belva Jean 
White and Kay Jacoby attended Senator Ken- 
nedy’s banquet in Lincoln. They report they 
enjoyed his speech very much. .. . The 
Bloodmobile unit was recently in Hastings 
and donors from the telephone company were 
E. J. Flowerday, Merl Sherman, A. L. De- 
Backer and Don McKean. 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona J. Kenning 


On October 15, the Hebron employees hon- 

ored Miss Regina Bethscheider with a covered 
dish supper and get-together prior to her 
leaving Hebron to begin her new position as 
chief operator at Wymore. There were forty- 
one persons present for this occasion and 
Miss Bethscheider was presented with a neck- 
lace and earring set and the best wishes of all 
for much success in her new position. 
E. H. Wellman, area manager, spent a week 
of vacation at home. On September 24, Mr. 
Wellman and Regina Bethscheider, chief op- 
erator, attended the Human Relations meeting 
at Lincoln. ... Many of the Plant boys were 
looking forward to start of the hunting sea- 
son. ... Ray Strauss and C. L. Bauman, 
cablemen, have been busy in Hebron for sev- 
eral weeks cutting cable. A little boy saw the 
cable splicer’s tent hanging near a pole, and 
was heard to say, ‘“Gee, whata big kite!’ 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen 


Fall is bringing lots of activity for em- 
ployees at Nebraska Citv. ... Raymond Kin- 
nison spent his vacation hunting at David 
City. ... Other fall vacationers were George 
Kane and Mary Bartyzelle. ... Adele Ganzel 
and husband and Helen Bossung and hus- 
band were among the many that have been 
pheasant hunting. ... Margaret Watkins at- 
tended band day at Lincoln. Margaret’s son 
Jack plays in the band. Edna Komma 
spent a few days at York, Nebraska. ... Mr. 
and Mrs. Ernst and Mr. and Mrs. Parker 
were among those attending the Open House 
of the Western Electric Plant. ...T.S. Burr, 
retired combinationman at Hastings recently 
called on Mr. Ernst... . New employees wel- 
comed to the traffic department are Luella 
House and Rose Farris. 


This picture might be titled: ‘“Telephone call, 
Mr. Flowerday,” for Ed’s camera snapped this 
candid shot of the back door at the Hastings 
office, suitably framing our west-end associate 
editor, Beatrice Rohrer. Bea has represented the 
News in the western counties since May 1950. 


Plattsmouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 


“Tip”? Johanns, chief operator, spent a won- 
derful vacation in Portland, Oregon, visiting 
her niece as well as taking in all the beautiful 
scenic drives around that area. On her way 
home, she spent a few days with her sister in 
Denver... . The Commercial and Traffic gals 
gathered at the Tritsch residence October 23 
for a housewarming. It was much fun and 
the Tritsch’s were recipients of a very lovely 
housewarming gift. . Roy Schroeder was 
pheasant hunting over a weekend and says 
he got his quota (??). ... Ben Anderson was 
in Sioux City hunting, but no reports from 
him as yet. ...Mr. and Mrs. V. V. Clark at- 
tended a square dance festival in Auburn 
October 29. 


Wherever they are, our ailing cars come under 
the care of the traveling auto physician, Clyde S. 
Whittington, who makes his regular rounds of in- 
spection and cures their lesser ills. This picture 
finds him diagnosing a case in the Hastings 


garage. 
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Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


The end of vacations is drawing near... . 
Lola Langner of Commercial visited her sister 
in North Hollywood, California. ... Ruth 
Baumbach worked around home and visited 
in Wichita, Kansas. Eileen Brauer and 
Shirley Pankoke stayed at home. ... Chief 
Operator Lydia Jones and her husband vaca- 
tioned in Canada. They camped in their vaca- 
tion trailer on the banks of Makwai Lake, 
near Loon Lake, Saskatchewan. They had a 
grand time and fishing was good... . Yours 
truly and husband will be vacationing in 
Idaho, Oregon and Washington. While in 
Richland, Washington, we will visit my sister 
and family to spend the first Thanksgiving 
together in about 15 years. 


Superior Area 
by Irene L. Oltman 


Bert Kline, formerly of the Superior plant 
department and now retired, was a recent 
visitor in our office. He promises to leave 
his Ozark Beach, Missouri, home long enough 
to come back and do some pheasant hunting. 
_. . Edith Parsons, Traffic, has been on vaca- 
tion and tells us she got to do some of the 
things a person often intends to do but 
doesn’t get around to doing, such as—visiting 
old friends in distant towns, calling at hos- 
pitals and homes for the aged... . The over- 
sized class ring has disappeared from Cheryl 
Cockroft’s finger and in its place 1s a new 
diamond ring. Our best wishes to Cheryl. ge 
Max Melvin who transferred to the Lincoln 
plant department, was recently honored at a 
coffee party and received as a gift from his 
friends, an automatic coffee maker. ... Jim 
Bauer, who was on vacation, attempted to 
get tickets for the World Series games at 
Chicago, but failing to do so, spent his time 
watching the games on de 


Sutton Area 


by Catherine Cassell 


rd C. Jenkins of Lincoln, conducted a 
Soe tat meeting for the Sutton ean 
during October... . Mr. and Mrs. E. A. poor 
head spent a week of their vacation in Vy O- 
ming where they enjoyed some deer poser 
and report they were successful in getting 


two deer. 


Tecumseh Area 


by Mary Meister 


Area Manager Ted Husing has been ria 
tioning at home. He has been doing a ere 
hunting and reports good luck so far. ees soi 
and Mrs. Ivan Livingston enjoyed a week's 
vacation visiting their daughter at Pierre, 
South Dakota. ... Harold Drake has also 
been using his vacation time for hunting trips. 
He is sometimes accompanied by Mrs. Drake. 
_.. Norma Lee Hahn is spending all her spare 
time remodeling her country home and Ha 
joying every minute of it. Mary Lou 


Rickman sang a solo at the American Legion 


se aan i burn on 
and Auxiliary Convention held in Au 


October 15... . Nancy Gottula took her first 
long train trip to visit friends in Eau Gallie, 


Florida during her vacation. 


York Avea 


by Mary Morrison 


In the York Area vacations are about at an 
end. Boyd Imler, wire chief, is planning to 
spend a part of his vacation in the Ozarks. 

. Dey Hays and Margarete Buller, Traffic, 
have returned from vacations, and Fred Trim, 
Plant, spent the last week of his vacation at 
home. ... A new diamond has been spotted 
in Traffic and is being proudly worn by An- 
gelia Lew. The lucky young man is Dick 
Smith from Benedict. Our congratulations to 
both Dick and Angelia. 


Accounting 
Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Sandie Gibson, Associate Editor 


“What is it?” cried Marge Armstrong. “A 
bear? No, it couldn’t be. Too small!’ The 
unknown creature turned out to be a cute 
little puppy that had followed one of the 
accounting department girls io work. Marge 
decided that her daughter, Kirstyn, would 
make a good master for the orphan. So 
when no one claimed the pup she took him 
home. After considerable thought, Marge 
picked out the perfect name. It’s Yogi. (He's 
smarter than the av-er-age bear.) . . . Rosalie 
Jirsa was a very proud gal when her steady 
boyfriend, Jim Surber, was selected as Honor- 
ary Football Captain at the annual homecom- 
ing of Friend High School. We wonder how 
many girls are this lucky? ... Evelyn and Ed 
Alm spent their vacation going from old to 
new. They started off with a restful weekend 
at their uncle’s farm where water had to be 
drawn out of an old-fashioned pump. They 
ended their two weeks with the purchase of 
a 1960 red and white Impala Chevrolet. What 
a good way to see the U.S.A. ... As the 
Pheasant season opened, many of the men in 
our department followed the call of the wild. 
George Hunt, Printing Service, was fortunate 
enough to bag two pheasants. Ralph (Daniel 
Boone) Retzlaff saw only two, but got them 
both. Dewey Nelson had ‘‘no luck’’. On ask- 
ing Charlie Lindgren and Vince Clayton how 
many they got, the reply was ‘‘No comment!”’ 

Cozette Wallman, Revenue Accounting, 
and our own Bernadine Krone turned into 
auditors when they helped out at the Com- 
munity Chest Drive for 2!5 weeks in the 
Chamber of Commerce building. As the drive 
came to a close, all of the auditors were rec- 
Ognized and given a campaign trophy for 
their work. ... Betty Sherwood and Estella 
Foght had an unexpected and pleasant meet- 
ing when they spotted each other in the 
crowd at the third annual Brownville Fall 
Festival. Betty and Estella, along with a 
throng of sightseers watched the Omaha In- 
dians from Lincoln dance to their rhythmic 
tom-toms. Estella commented that the most 
unpleasant part of the trip was a toll bridge 
Where charges were made after crossing... . 
Wayne Stahly and family headed east on their 
early fall vacation. First stop was Iowa where 
time was spent with relatives. They continued 
east as far as Indianapolis and had an enjoy- 
able time there. After a short two weeks 
they returned home rested and ready for 
work again. The office seems lonelier 
Since the loss of Dewey Nelson. Everyone 
was sad to see him retire as he was a valuable 
asset in both his work and friendship. Later 
in December, Dewey and his wife, Lilia, will 
take off for Florida where they will absorb 
the warm sun and balmy weather. It will be 
a rest well deserved. ... We think we ought 
to start a new state — Confusion! Because 
that’s what we were in on moving day. The 
transfer of the two sections of Accounting and 
also Printing Service all took place on the 
Same day. There was only one almost drastic 
accident. Four boxes of Addressograph plates 
were dropped in the middle of the street. 
What fun it must have been arranging them 
back in the right order. Oh well, Cest’ La Vie! 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 


Carol Carlson, Associate Editor 


This will be the last issue from the old 
building, and is being written the very last 
day we occupied the old Revenue Section, 
yours truly found everyone in quite a busy 
State. Several people made mention of the 
fact that they felt a twinge of sadness on 
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Telephone Fealures Display 
One of the outstanding Homecoming displays 
for Nebraska’s historic battle with Oklahoma on 
October 31, was erected by the Chi Omega soror- 
ity, 480 North 16 street. The theme centered on 
a mammoth dial handset, with a backdrop read- 
ing: “Dial Victory N. U.’’ and a side poster in- 
scribed: ‘Sorry, Sooners, Wrong Number.” 

The sorority sisters spent many a busy hour 
and considerable money on the huge display and 
it was to be regretted that a steady, peppering 
rain began to fall almost as soon as it had taken 
form, giving it and most of the other Homecom- 
ing displays a bedraggled appearance on the 
morning after. Fortunately, the Cornhuskers were 
in better shape and managed the most startling 
upset of the current football season. 


leaving the old building. . A few people 
had made weekend trips. . . . Darlene Hagel- 
Pitt traveled to Imperial to visit friends. .. . 
Grand Island was the destination for Betty 
Biggs, who visited relatives there. ... Opal 
Allison spent a few days in Wisconsin. 

Rose Carlson traveled to Illinois to visit over 
a weekend. Lily Malacek spent a few 
days in the hospital recently, recovering from 
minor surgery. Lily is back at her job now 
and feeling fine... . Nina Anderson took ad- 
vantage of the long weekend due to moving 
and spent some time with her son and family 


in Neosho. Missouri. .. . The glitter in Donna 
Becker's eyes is only the reflection of the 
lovely diamond on her left hand. ... Clara 


Jones was a delegate to a Pioneers Convention 
in Chicago recently. While there, Miss Jones 
visited her father and also saw The Music 
Man. ... The accounting department Union 
party was held October 24 at the Lincoln Sad- 
dle Club. A great time was had by all and 
everyone is looking forward to next year’s 
party. 


General Traffic 


Marilyn Beckerbauer, Associate Editor 


Vacations were plentiful in this neighbor- 
hood during the month. Boulder, Colorado 
Kansas City and the Ozarks were on Rod 
Andrews’ vacation itinerary. Mary Borne- 
meier journeyed to Mexico, making stops in 
Texas and Arizona. Elsie Andrews motored 
through Michigan, Canada and New York 
Dick Hobson scheduled his vacation to be 
among the first to pursue the pheasants. Ac- 
cording to Dick, the birds in his hunting 
grounds were rather elusive. Marlene 
Thompson hostessed a triple birthday party 
in honor of her husband, brother and a neigh- 
bor who share the same birth d . 
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Construction 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Bob Zeigler and his wife while on 
vacation were involved in a car acci- 
dent. Both were cut and bruised and it 
was necessary for Mrs. Zeigler to stay 


in the Superior Hospital for about a 
week. 


Engineering 


W. G. Ehrlich, Associate Editor 


Opening day of the Pheasant season took 
most of the Engineering Department to the 
corn fields. The following Monday morning 
the floors of the engineering department 
were covered with pheasant feathers” and 
lots of stories of the biggest roosters they 
had ever seen that were all too far away to 
hit. . . . Gil Sexton and his brother, who is a 
pilot, had quite a hunting experience. They 
decided to go hunting by air. They left Lin- 
coln and headed for Red Cloud, Nebraska. 
They had not gone very far when they en- 
countered some heavy fog and gradually be- 
came lost. When they finally flew out of the 
fog, they noticed that their fuel was running 
pretty low, so they picked out a farmer’s 
landing strip and landed the Plane. The farm- 
er was kind enough to sell them some gas 
and he also gave them permission to hunt on 
his land. They hunted for a while and shot 
three pheasants. A little later they were met 
by a game warden who checked their guns 
and asked for their names. He didn’t ask to 
see their hunting license. Then they returned 
to their plane and headed toward Lincoln. It 
was at this time that they realized that their 
compass was off. They had still no idea of 
where they were until they flew over a little 
town that had its name written on one of 
the roof tops. They flew down low enough 
so they could see what it said. It said North 
Branch—but not Nebraska—but North Branch, 
Kansas. They had a Nebraska hunting license. 
Here is hoping that the Kansas game warden 
doesn't decide to look them up! ... Al Ager 
had a very unfortunate accident the other 
day. He was having lunch with Bud Eden, 
Don Christle and Jim Story and as he was 
Setting down his tray, he tripped and it seems 
as though there was food all over. ... Ken 
Versaw and Lou Hinkley were two of the 
fortunate ones to see Nebraska upset Okla- 
homa 25-21 which shattered college football's 
longest conference victory streak in history. 
That was really a terrific game. ...A very 
fine honor came to Mrs. Roy Carlson who re- 
ceived the KFOR award of ‘Teacher of the 
Week.”’ The selection is made by ballot of 
Lincoln school children. Mrs. Carlson teaches 
the second grade at Elliott School. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Marcia V. Watson, Associate Editor 


Joan Moorberg, Personnel, and Marlene 
Kuhl, General Commercial, spent 11 days va- 
cation in New York City. They crowded 
much activity into that time: seeing the play, 
“Gypsy” and were fortunate enough to get 
tickets to the opening night of ‘Warm Penin- 
Sula."" There they saw many celebrities in- 
cluding June Havoe and Dorothy Kilgallen. 
The biggest thrill was a five-minute chat with 
Hugh Downs. They also visited the Ed Sulli- 
van, Jack Paar and Perry Como TV shows. 
. .. Thelma Spellman spent the first week of 
her vacation with her brother in Denver and 
the balance at home resting. .. . Marcia Wat- 
son and husband went to Nucla, Colorado, to 
visit Mr. Watson's sister, Mae Regler, a for- 
mer employee in the Lincoln Plant depart- 
ment. 


Lincoln Commercial 


Lillian Sowers, Associate Editor 


hzr new baby girl was 
cham. . Georgene Duer 1S on 
ee he arrival of the stork. She 


leave to await t 
says it is wonderful to sleep 1n the afternoon. 
Alex Geist is the proud owner of a ’60 


Stay j Pontiac and A. B. Waters a ‘59. 
ae ie ena, Jim Vanderslice and Boyd 
Wedgwood are enjoying the hunting eee 
They have been able to get a few pa es 
all their efforts were not in vain... .- a 
McDowell flew to Los Angeles to see his bans 
and their families. He was on a Jet aa 
Denver to L.A. That would be the way Nes 
travel. ... Susie Saunders has lost her sar 
in a ’56 convertible. Her fiance left 1t wi 

her so she could use it and there her cee 
began. She was going to a movie. ea 2 
out the house she went and jumpcd in an : 
car. You guessed it, the car wouldn't sees ; 
After a few tries and a few words her fa ae 
“Pep” Saunders was summoned and io - : 
rescue he came. He got in the car a 1 
started on the first try. Off she mes to : 
movie, out for a coke and took a girl at 
home all without trouble, however ae Es 
minutes later she walked into her girl frien : 
apt. (she had left her keys in the cae cove 
said she was stalled in the middle o ‘ 
street between L & M and she thought she 
was out of gas. Her friend got into her own 
car and pushed Susie and her car to a Serbia 
station where she got gas, had the battery 
charged (it was dead) and then went home. 


Lincoln Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


isi i j i he past month 
Visitors in our office during t { 
were John A. McKinzie and Jarvie Dennis. 

_. We have the following interesting items 
to report from our departments: 


A recent visitor with 


Custodial 


by Paul Radebaugh 


k Cox and wife spent their vacation at 
eine Arkansas, visiting relatives and touring 
the Ozarks. Jack said he did a lot of relaxing 
and some fishing. . Keith Rutherford and 
wife vacationed in Milwaukee visiting rela- 
tives and doing some sight seeing. ..- .- Mar- 
shall Stilwell believes they should start giving 
the flu shots earlier, as he contracted the dis- 
ease on the exact day the shots were given 
and was quite sick for a couple weeks. = 
We extend our sympathy to Paul Metcalf, in 
the death of his brother, W. C. (Burr) Met- 
calf, who lived at Santa Cruz, California. 


“American man very wise, 


to get loans of any size.” 


The Employees Co-operative 
Credit Association 


They’re still talking about the Lady Pioneer’s steak fry at Hughes Brothers cabin in late September, 


which gives us a good excuse to publish this picture at this late date, if only to show what was missed 
by those who were absent. Facing the camera from the far side of the festive table are, from left: Ada 
Shipp, Dea Hays, Alice Wanek, Della Wilcox, Frances Virgil, Grace Hauschild and Margaret Hall. Della 
is exchanging greetings with Dora Plessel, who stands behind. 


Wire Chief's Section, 14th & M 
by Marilyn Jo Osborn 


Another month and more vacations have 
passed. ... Jim Howland went to Hastings 
to pick up his parents and then traveled to 
Vermillon, South Dakota to visit a brother. 

Jim Green did some game hunting in 
Wyoming. Bob Blackford enjoyed him- 
self staying right around home. ... Lester 
Hutchinson and wife traveled to the Ozarks 
with their trailer home. ... Paul Eisenbarth 
tried his luck at pheasant hunting. ... Fin- 
ishing up their vacations for the year are 
Cecil Semple, Roland Wart, William Parry, 
John Findley, Roy Mills and Sandra Lipskey. 

. Everyone is wishing Jake Albrandt and 
Bob Green a speedy recovery. Jake is in the 
Vets Hospital and Bob is at Bryan Memorial. 


Wire Chief's Section—21st & L 


by Art Albers 


Leonard White, Russell White, Wayne Hig- 
gins and Marvin Joosten spent a weekend at 
Edgar duck hunting and managed to get their 
limit. . . . Robert Wenzel spent a week of va- 
cation moving into his new home... . Jimmie 
Irons got married while on vacation. eo i 
Arthur Balderson went fishing at Turkey 
Creek in August. ... Ernie Johnson went to 
Wichita and Denver and had the misfortune 
of running into the bad snowstorm. ... In 
order to go pheasant hunting Joe Miller spent 
most of his last week of vacation getting 
caught up with work at home such as paint- 
ing, putting up storm windows etc. He had 
pretty good luck opening day. ... Loy 
Rhoades spent one week in Colorado along 
with his father, and Jimmie Green. They 
went to Greeley visited an uncle, and then 
all went to the mountains and hunted elk. 
; Don Frankforter and Ronald Hibbert 
spent their vacations baby sitting, Don with 
his new son and Ronnie with his new daugh- 
ter... . Lloyd Miller spent a week at McCook 
visiting his sister and went pheasant hunting. 
Eugene Knipple spent a week of vacation 
working around home and went to the west- 
ern part of the state hunting... . Merle Loh- 
meier spent a week taking it easy at home. 
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Toll Equipment 


by JoAnn Knapp 


A. K. Robinson and wife spent several days 
vacationing in Iowa City, Iowa, visiting his 
duaghter and grandchildren... . Irv Schneid- 
er spent his last week of vacation deer hunt- 
ing in Wyoming, and pheasant hunting in 
Nebraska with his brothers. 


"3" Office 


by Vern Hutchison 


Vacations are drawing to a close. Bob 
Flowers spent his two weeks at home to do 
some needed painting, we don’t know whether 
he painted or not. Howard Stroup and 
wife spent two weeks at Des Moines visiting 
relatives. ... Elmer Travis and Ronny Over- 
man have been off with very bad colds, but 
are both back on the job now. 


"6" Office 


by R. R. Guthrie 


Bill Birdsley could not get World Series 
tickets so he watched the series on television 
and spent the rest of his vacation visiting in 
Wichita. . Richard McCall and wife vaca- 
tioned by traveling to New Orleans, Florida’s 
west coast, the Smoky Mountains and Des 
Moines and visited friends in several of these 
places. ... Lowell Brown visited relatives at 
Springfield. Oregon. The early snow forced 
them to spend a night at Fraser, Colorado 
waiting for them to open the roads. 


Lincoln Traffic 
Unit One 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


Very few of us go “Over the river and 
through the wood to Grandfather’s house” for 
Thanksgiving any more, however, our thanks 
are just as sincere and our family get-to- 
gethers just as precious as when the poet 


A refreshing breath of the past recently reached the company’s historical collection. It was a 
picture of one of the several great LT&T teams that trod the diamonds during the ‘twenties. Though 
shy in depth, the 1925 aggregation was of championship caliber and demonstrated that fact by winning 
12 of 14 games during regular season play in the YMCA Industrial League, then trimming the City 
Hall team in the play-offs to break the tie and win the trophy. 


The picture was donated by Warren Shuck, of Lincoln Plant, and is in excellent condition despite 


its age. 


The players—Front row: Carl Keester, right field; Warren Shuck, pitcher; Ray Boling, first base; 
Alfred O’Dell, manager and pitcher; Wendell Cameron, center field; E. V. Thomas, left field. Back row: 
Tom Brick, shortstop; Lou Anderson, second base; Joy Dobbs, catcher; Jim Dudgeon, third base. 


wrote those lines. Helen Krieger is going 
home to Denver to spend the holiday with 
home folks, Melba Richards has invited her 
father from Hastings to spend the day with 
her. Minnie Allen is motoring to Cleveland 
to be with her niece over the vacation period. 

. . Many operators have chosen the fall for 
their vacations to coincide with the hunting 
season. Mardelle Bailey and husband went to 
Minden to visit relatives and hunt pheasants, 
Louise Basore and husband drove to Aurora 
and they report that they got their limit of 
birds. Grace Schrandt motored to Plainville, 
Kans., for her two weeks, Deanna Steiger went 
to Sutton. May Beaty went to Kansas City 
and to Omaha for the Ak-Sar-Ben coronation. 
Betty Racek and Marilyn Meyer spent several 
days at Creston with Marilyn’s parents. Della 
Wilcox went on a tour of Florida. Marguerite 
Mazuch traveled to Madison for a few days 
with relatives. One windy day the big 
double doors at the end of the operating room 
flew open and as the wind swooshed in tickets 
flew sky high. Frank Norton hopped to the 
rescue with the agility of a grasshopper. 
Georgia Smith looked up from her desk just 
in time to see Frank jump up in a frantic 
effort to get the doors closed, she thought 
that he had decided to end it all as he seemed 
to be flying into the brave blue yonder. How- 
ever, peace was restored in a matter of min- 
utes and Frank was once more the same calm 
littie man as before. ... We encounter many 
difficulties with subscribers who dial their 
own long distance calls and then request 
charges. We asked one customer if she had 
dialed her own call and she replied, ‘‘No, I 
just ran it through the operator.’ After an 
extensive search for a call one day, we asked 
a subscriber if she was sure she didn’t dial 
the call herself and she said, “No, I didn't, 
my sister-in-law did.” LaVerne Braun 
vacationed in Dallas and when she tried to 
visit the telephone office, where she was once 


employed it practically took an act of con- 
gress for her to get inside. Finally, an old 
friend came to her rescue and assured the 
“powers that be’’ that she was an innocent 
ACO from Lincoln, Nebr., not a Communist 
spy from Russia. 


Lincoln Traffic 
Unit Two 


by Vera Wasson 


The ghosts, goblins and witches with their 
broomsticks have come and gone. The trees 
have put on their dresses of red and gold, and 
we have our sights on the Thanksgiving 
turkey. Vacationers of the month are Marie 
Portsche who visited a nephew in Wichita 
and Judy Imus who visited in Belgrade. Oakel 
Butler visited in Auburn and Sabetha, Kansas, 
motored to Omaha in the rain, shopped in Ne- 
braska City, and moved into a new apartment 
in Lincoln. Iva Bornemeier and Judy 
Handy spent time in the hospital recently... . 
Pat Lee and family visited her uncle in Bur- 
chard one weekend, getting in a little hunting. 
Mona Washut and Wilma Felty were hostesses 
at a Stork Shower in honor of Bernie Thomp- 
son. Lois Wolfe and Betty Rasek were win- 
ners in the stork game contest. Tasty refresh- 
ments were served by the hostesses... . Since 
Myra Metcalf changed the color of her tele- 
phone, she has had equipment trouble. The 
other evening Wilma Drake was somewhat 
surprised to find the telephone feverishly 
warm. She left a note suggesting Miss Met- 
calf change toa “cool green” one! .. . Frances 
Duryea announces the birth of a new grand- 
son born to her son and his wife in Dallas. 
While he is sixth in line of descendants, he 
is none the less precious to his adoring grand- 
parents. 
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“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


E. S. Fisher enjoyed a long distance call 
from C. Bradford Scholz, a former employee, 
now at Walla Walla Washington. Mr. Scholz 
worked in Lincoln Plant and Engineering, 
leaving the company in the early ‘twenties 
after serving in World War I... . Lucy Lyle, 
former Elmwood C.O., had, as house guests, 
her brother, Alvin Jordon and wife of Flag- 
staff, Arizona. Guests of Mary Carroll 
were her daughter, Mrs. Elmer Cooper and 
husband, of Grant. ... We are very sorry to 
hear of Robert Green’s illness and hope he 
will continue to improve. Mr. and Mrs. 
John Schulling spent three weeks visiting 
relatives in St. Louis and Holden, Missouri. 
Huldah Gessner spent a week at Sidney visit- 
ing Lulu Kloepper, former Personnel secre- 
tary, and Lulu’s sister of Sterling, Colorado. 

. Miss Kloepper reciprocated while attend- 
ing the State Federated Garden Club conven- 
tion and was the guest of Miss Gessner... 
Florence McKie and sister took advantage of 
the pleasant weather on October 20 and drove 
to Fairbury in their new car. They brought 
their uncle back to Lincoln to spend a week 
with them. They also entertained Floyde 
McKie of Washington D.C. who stopped to 
visit them while on tour of duty through the 
midwest in connection with the alcohol tax 
unit. ... Mr. and Mrs. Roy Cleveland are 
currently on a visit to California, expecting 
to travel the state from north to south in the 
next month or two. 


Supply 


by Mary L. Wynn 


IT’S TWINS AGAIN! This time Welton 
Grant is the proud grandfather of twin boys, 
Jim and Jeff. Their mother, Sally Powless, 
was a former employee in printing service 
and now lives in California. Welton and Bill 
Rosenthal are kept busy comparing pictures 
of their twins. Bill Hartz attended his 
parents’ 50th wedding anniversary in Los 
Angeles. The four living children and four 
great grandchildren were in attendance. Bill’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ervin E. Hartz, are for- 
mer residents of Lincoln. ... Frank Hendrix 
had a rather harrowing experience getting to 
Texas on his vacation. He reached Oklahoma 
at the time of the flash floods and had to 
drive through miles of flood waters. After he 
finally reached Texas he visited his son in 
Dallas; and a former employee, Mildred Rock- 
enbach, in San Antonio. He saw many his- 
toric sights and found Texas very interesting. 

Al Linden toured New Orleans. : 
Ivan Olson went to western Nebraska to hunt. 
However, he saw more snowdrifts than game. 

Bob Stall hunted at Wilcox, Nebraska. 
. .. John Dittenber worked on his house. . 
Sammy Lawrence reports a most interesting 
3-hour evening tour (40 acres under one roof) 
at the Western Electric plant near Omaha. . 
Russell Rauch and Jack Tracy were both on 
recent jury calls. . It’s rather dazzling in 
the supply department! What? Two new dia- 
monds. Judy Feather and Nina Lignitz are 
the happy pair. 


good—and safe 
Thanksgiving! 


Have a 
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FOR THE LOVE OF MIKL, 
HELP ME OUT OF HERE » 
| CANT EVEN Move ! 


Cede — Goors! ee em oecece: ae an — Leia 


WHERES MY CREW ? 


I'yé BEEN 
WATCHING 


THEM EVERY 
MINUTE ! 


PH OAAOD EPO OLI OSE RECE 


height 


Telephone 


onan 


te dead 


Man in trouble was Big Bob Blackford, of 
Lincoln Plant. Accompanied by Roy Brendle 
Ne called on a subscriber - an auto dealer - 
and felt the urge to squeeze into an 
economy" car that was on tne showroom floor 
Just to try it for size. Bob became wedged 
SO tightly that he couldn't so much as ge 
one leg out. It took several strong men to 
iberate him. 


Te 
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George Wasson, construction foreman, working 
near Lincoln, arove back to 2lst & L for the 
noon hour. Preparing to return to the job, 
he assembled his crew on the truck and then 
got out himself to get some aaditional mater- 
jal. When he returned he pulled right out 
without checking his men who, mearwnile, had 


fis 


oT oa 


— 
wis OTR = 


Don Williams, in his daily call 
on Lincoln cable crews, brings 


—_——— #§ — out needed materials and checks dsenounbed. themselves: Georze drove | 
aa os T the job. One day he stopped =e way to the jot, issuing instructions 

Ae) ieee a usual where Jim Tice and nel = afternoon's work h crew mem 

HEY , MOM, ain fv - ole were working and was hailed by discovering he had left them at ti | 
} 


LOOK | Ca EA OT a little old lady who told him 


he needn't come by any more. 
She had cought some LT&T stock 
and was protecting her invest- 
ment by keeping track of the 
men's time and seeing that they 
kept busy. 
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PABRARPOVAA HAGA, 


GUESS I'D BETTER DOCTOR 
UP THIS COUGH 


wenn 


A POOCMADECH DOCH DG, CRPOEEDD 
eee re SES SATE SOSH EAS OF POOR TS 


Ray Strauss pitched his cable tent on @ mes- 
senger high above a Hebron street. Soon 
afterward a young passer-Dy was heard to 
say, "Gee, whatta big kite!" 
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Carl Anl, charged with opening the cabin for 
the Pioneer Stag, was to pick up the key, 
along with the groceries at a Seward store. 
No one there had the key, so Carl drove to 
the cabin, unloaded the groceries, and rushed 
back to Seward to try to unearth a key. It 
took a long hour to find one, return to the 
cabin and admit the shiverin uests. As he 
picked up the groceries irst thing that 
met his eye was a larg: pasted to 
the side of the box and plainly labeled 
"KEY TO CABIN." 


Floyd Barnett, General Shop, 
got up with a bad cough. As he 
left for work his wife sugges- 
ted that ne get a box of cough 
drops froma cabinet drawer. 
Barney found a box and brought 
it along and was ready to start 
treatment when he discovere 

the box contained red dye. 


MAKE IT WITH 
ONION ! 


EGAD! IT’S 


STILL 
C ALIVE 


Herold shrlich and Joe Krhounek, of Supply, 
were taking an inventory of materials at the 
new garage building. They at last reached 
the roof which had retained several puddles 
of water froma recent rain. Joe slipped 
and fell with a mighty splash into the deep- 
est puddle. When he continued to lie there, 
Harold got worried and asked if he couldn't 
get up. Joe replied, "What's the use? I 


couldn't get any wetter!" 


Frank Nevitt, Beatrice, caught 
@a bass, brought it home, cleaned 
and wrapped it and put it in 
the deep-freeze. Later, near- 
ing peculiar sounds, he inves- 
tigated and found the fish had 
flopped completely out of its 
wrappings. 


wl at 


Our telephone giz bo ‘ ey which 
is provided with telephones at each scoring 
desk to be used when the automatic pinsetters 
fail to work properly. Marlene Plautz, Local 
Commercial, found its limitations when she 


tried to order a hamburger over the line from f December 


a very perplexed pinsetter attendant 


exed pinsetter attendant. ull 1959 


Major 
Medical 


Insurance Plan 


The new Major Medical Expense insurance plan is explained to a group of retired 


employees by Rod Andrews. The program will offer many additional benefits to those 
members of TEMBA who wish to enroll in the additional insurance program. 


Practically ever since TEMBA (the Telephone Em- 
ployees Mutual Benefit Association) was formed, the 
question has come up regularly as to the possibility of in- 
creasing the benefits available under this medical insurance 
plan. 

An increasing number of telephone people have thought 
that they should have more coverage. 

Now, after about five years of investigation and study, 
TEMBA is offering its members added protection against 
the terrific cost of illness and mishaps in the form of an 
added Major Medical Expense Insurance Plan. This insur- 
ance may be taken by members of TEMBA. 

_ Employees of the Company and its affiliates with serv- 
ice of more than 90 days may become members of TEMBA 
and M-M by furnishing a “Statement of Insurability” and 
Signing the necessary payroll deduction forms. Both 
TEMBA and the Prudential Insurance Company reserve the 
right to request an examination by a physician if the in- 
formation on the Statement of Insurability so indicates. 

In order for the Major Medical plan to go into effect, 90 
per cent of the TEMBA members must take out the policy. 
Unlike the present mutual coverage, the added medical 
plan will be supplied by the Prudential Life Insurance 
Company, whose proposal was selected as best by TEMBA 
directors after they reviewed a number of suggestions. 

és Generally, the new plan takes up where TEMBA leaves 
off. 

Big bills for serious sickness or illness, most of which 
are not now covered by TEMBA, will be included in the 
plan’ being offered as an extension. Limit of coverage for 
each employee and each dependent is $10,000 for each sick- 
ness or injury due to unrelated causes. TEMBA will pay 
up to $500 under the present benefits of eligible expenses 
and Major Medical 80 per cent of all above that amount 
of eligible expenses. 

For retired employees now members of TEMBA, the 
plan provides for the payment of 80 per cent of eligible 
expenses over $500 up to a maximum of $2,500—as outlined 
in a booklet distributed to these members. 

A minor change in benefits payable under TEMBA, for 
members subscribing to M-M, is that the maximum amount 
payable for any one claim will be $500. Those TEMBA 
members not subscribing to M-M will receive benefits now 
payable under the present By-Laws. 

What will the plan mean to the person who takes it out? 


Well, for example, if you had a $1,000 claim, under the 
present set-up TEMBA might pay up to $600 and you would 
face, personally, a bill of $400. With Major Medical Ex- 
pense coverage, TEMBA would pay eligible expenses up to 
$500 under the same circumstances, M-M would pay 80 per 
cent ($400) of the remainder of eligible expenses, and you 
would have to meet bills of only $100. Thus in this instance, 
the added coverage would be worth $300 to you. 

But this is not all. The scope of coverage under M-M is 
wider, as well as the top limits higher. Many items on 
which TEMBA offers no payments are included in the new 

olicy. 

: For instance, under TEMBA dental service or surgery 
of any kind is specifically excluded from coverage. But 
under M-M, dental treatment due to accident is eligible, 
including replacement of injured teeth, treatment of a 
fractured jaw, and related X-rays. . 

And under TEMBA, childbirth or complications “im- 
mediate post partum” or any operation which occurs as a 
result of pregnancy is excluded from coverage. But under 
M-M, the complications arising out of childbirth are 
covered, even though a normal birth does not qualify for 
payment. 

Another example is the fact that under M-M mental 
illness and functional nervous disorders are covered. 

Of course TEMBA has a large number of benefits, listed 
on three and a half pages of the pamphlet distributed to 
members. Details on TEMBA are outlined completely in 
this booklet. The new M-M plan is explained in full in 
another pamphlet, now in the hands of employees and 
retired people who are enrolled in TEMBA. 

Most claims under TEMBA have been roughly in the 
$50 to $400 range, but there have been some participants 
with bills of $2,000. 

The Major Medical plan is quite economical. Similar 
coverage on an individual basis would undoubtedly cost 
three times as much. And, unlike some policies, M-M is 
non-cancellable. 

The cost? 

The highest is to be only $3.90 for a man, wife and all 
of their children. For TEMBA coverage, this size family 
pays $6.25 a month and the two plans together would make 
a cost of $10.15. 


(Continued on Page 13) 
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Catherine Cassell of Sutton (right) won the “‘Western” prize, a hair 
dryer. The gadget was presented by Area Manager Jack Mankamyer (left). 


The “Eastern” prize of a radio went to Robert Humiston of Plattsmouth 
(right) and was presented to him by Area Manager Y. Y. Clark (left). 


Colored Phones Still Lead In Sales 


Colored telephones were still leading the sales parade 
by far at the end of November, the summary of sales made 
by employees in the Merchandising Sales Program in- 
dicates. Next ir line is residence extensions. 


And substantial prizes were again awarded in Novem- 
ber. The items are always something strongly desired by 
the prize winner, which may have upset Santa Claus’s 
Plans this month. 


Winners in November in the regular sales program 
were: Jody Jones of Lincoln in the “Central” division; 
Robert Humiston of Plattsmouth in the ‘‘Eastern” division, 
Dorothy Biggerstaff of Auburn in the “Southern” division; 
and Catherine Cassell of Sutton in the ‘“‘Western” division. 


mee ees 


Dorothy Biggerstaff of Auburn, (right) was winner of the “Southern” 
prize. A tree lamp, it was presented to her by Area Manager George 
Eggleston (left). 


During the first 11 months of 1959 a total of 336 em- 
ployees have participated in the program; 2,535 service 
requests have been received; 3,111 sales completed; and 
additional gross revenue of $52,228.60 realized. 

With the year drawing towards a close, 1,126 colored 
sets have been installed, 442 residence extensions added: 
190 business extensions put in; 172 Ericofons added: and 87 
regrades to one-party. 

There is one more month to go in the 1959 program and 
there are expected to be more employees enrolled in the 
sales effort with the hopes of a late visit from Santa in the 
form of a much-desired prize. 


Four more prizes will be given in the 1959 program. 


The “Central” prize was a radio, which went to Jody Jones (right) of 
the Lincoln Business office. Presenting it is Area Commercial Supervisor 
A. B. Waters (left.) 
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Seven Digits 


By J. S. Reed 


On Sunday, December 6, at one o’clock in the morning, 
the Lincoln Area central office forces, with the assistance 
of Automatic Electric Company installers, completed the 


work, which followed a long period of careful preparation, 
some phases of which covered several years and involved 
personnel in the accounting, commercial, engineering, 
plant, and traffic departments, started at 7:00 P.M. of 


tion, making this the biggest cutover event for LT&T 
since the replacement of the central office equipment in 
the old Lincoln exchange building in 1925. 

Unlike most cutovers, this one did not require the pull- 
ing of heat coils from main frame protectors or the yanking 
of toothpicks or fiber spacers from line relay contacts. The 
conversion was accomplished by two different methods, one 
involving the installation of a special cam on the switch 
shaft (Figure 1), and the other, the transferring of a cord 
connection to a vertical wiper attached to the switch shaft 
2 as shown in Figure 2. In addition, the “4” and “8” office 
| trunk connections in all offices were interchanged. This 
was done by reversing the cross connections of the “4” and 


Busying switches in the Seven and Eight exchanges are Leonald Herbol- 
sheimer, Lowell Tuxhorn, R. N. McDowell, and Don Norton. 
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Figure 1—Placing a special cam on Figure 2—tTransferring the vertical 
switch shaft to convert the selec- wiper cord from Cl (cut-in) lead 
tor switch for digit absorbing. to wiper on a 2L/5N_ selector 

switch. 


Front to rear, R. A. Ahl, Bill Hemplin, Leon Rezny, Jerry Laschanzky and 


Rod Overman put their hands on the busy switches during the cutover at 
Three Exchange. 
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H. F. Staley, equipment foreman, and Wayne Berkland, temporary 
assistant, directed cutover operations from his desk on the second floor 
of the 15th & M building. 
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Erv Pfeifer reverses jumpers on the reverse side of the DTA at the 
Four Office. 


conversion of eight Lincoln offices. The actual conversion 


December 5. A total of 95 men were involved in this opera- | 


For Lincoln 


“8” levels of all first selector banks in each office. This 
interchange of trunk connections was made necessary be- 
cause of the redesignation of the “4” office to INgersoll 8 
and the ‘‘8”’ office to IDlewood 4. 


This conversion procedure adapted the equipment in 
the office for 2L/5N dialing, which is required to provide 
a distinctive telephone number for every subscriber within 
his numbering plan area under the universal system estab- 
lished for customer toll dialing. This system has been ex- 
plained in detail in articles in previous issues of the News. 
Lincoln subscribers, however, will not be able to participate 
in direct distance dialing until later. 


The old 5-digit numbering scheme provided 10,000 
numbers for each Lincoln office. The first digit is dialed 
into a first selector, the second and third into a second and 
third selector. The fourth and fifth digits are dialed into 
a connector switch to complete the connection. 


Under the 2L/5N numbering plan, each number would 
be reached by dialing seven digits (two letters and five 
numerals) through five selectors and one connector to com- 
plete each connection. It would be very costly to have to 
provide additional selectors in each office merely to meet 
the 2L/5N numbering requirement. 


Fortunately, selector switches can be obtained that will 
absorb the additional digits corresponding to the letters of 
the office name. These switches are equipped with an 
auxiliary device which causes the wiper to drop back or 
reset on the first two digits of the telephone number dialed. 
On subsequent dial pulses, the switch will cut through to 
the next selectors and connector switch for the final stages 
of the connection. 


The 2L/5N selector has a somewhat different circuitry 
from that of a regular selector, but it can be used as a 
first selector without digit absorbing by omitting the 
auxiliary device or cam in one type, or by having a vertical 
wiper cord on another type disconnected from the wiper 
and temporarily connected to the CT lead. Then, at cut- 
over time, the cam is slipped into place on the wiper shaft 


(Continued on Page 13) 
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One of the co-ordinatois of the cutover was George Albury, foreman at 
the Four Exchange, shown here on the emergency phone. 
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M. O. Ifland is busy changing box ends to reverse the Four and Eight 
Offices during the cutover. 
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Clem Bottorff tests selectors after adjustments have been made at the 
Four Office. 
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Cutting over the toll department are Ardell Robison, Perry Caldwell, 
Milton Metcalf, Al Spaulding and Wilbur Wolfe. 
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Cleveland Appointed Personnel Head 


Retains General Traffic Duties 


Announcement of Lloyd W. Cleveland 
as personnel director in addition to his 
duties as general traffic superintendent 
has been made by Merle M. Hale, vice 
president. Cleveland succeeds Walter 
F’. Roberts, who retired December 1, 
after seven years as personnel director. 

Also announced by Mr. Hale was the 
appointment of Joe Hartley as person- 
nel supervisor. 

Cleveland comes from a family which 
has a telephone tradition. Both of his 
parents were employees of LT&T at the 
time of their marriage and their young 
son attended his first telephone gather- 
ings in a perambulator. 


He has experience in a wide range of 
telephone work. Cleveland joined the 
Company in 1934 as a salesman in the 
Lincoln commercial department, being 
enlisted to add revenue of any type to 
the Company’s income during the diffi- 
cult days of the depression. For a time 
he was On a commission basis, but soon 
he became a regular employee and was 
given other duties in the department. 


Shortly after his marriage, Cleveland 
went to the western district to become 
assistant area commercial manager at 
York. In 1941 he was appointed district 
clerk at Hastings, where he worked in 
association with L. P. Young, then dis- 
trict manager. 

In 1943 he entered the armed forces, 
serving with the Air Force on the Gold 
Coast and in Northern Africa until re- 
turning to Fort Monmouth New Jersey 
for officers training. He was a first 
lieutenant at the time of his discharge 
in 1946. 


Returning to his telephone career, 
Cleveland spent five years as area com- 
mercial manager at York before being 
recalled to Lincoln as staff assistant in 
the general commercial department. He 
was appointed traffic chief in Septem- 
ber of 1951. 

In July of 1956 he was appointed gen- 
eral traffic superintendent, replacing 
L. P. Young, who retired at that time. 

While at York, the new personnel 
director was president of the Junior 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by the Telephone Employees’ Mutual 
Benefit Association during November 1959: 
Primary Members....30 Claims....$1,596.85 
Dependents 23 Claims.... 1,593.50 
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Lloyd W. Cleveland 


Chamber of Commerce. He has also 
served as president of the Telephone 
Employees Mutual Benefit Association; 
a member of the Lincoln Chamber of 
Commerce; held offices in the Masonic 
Lodge; is a member of the Frank H. 
Woods pioneer chapter and served on 
the subcommittee on toll separations 
of the USITA. 
aes ac recess Hartley has been 
editor of the Lin- 
coln. Telephone 
News since March 
of 1953. He was as- 
sociated with the 
News for 16 years, 
serving as assistant 
editor for 10 years 
prior to his appoint- 
ment as editor. 


A commercial 
artist of consider- 
able skill, Hartley began service with 
LT&T in 1913 when he was employed 
as general office messenger, the third 
to serve in such a position. He left the 
company in 1916, but returned the fol- 
lowing year as shopman and became a 
draftsman in 1917. He later was ap- 
pointed chief draftsman. 

Transferred to the general commer- 
cial department as commercial artist in 
1935, he later became associated with 
the News. 

Succeeding Hartley as editor of the 
News is Kenneth W. Clinefelter, for- 
merly editor of the Fairbury Daily 
News. 


Joe Hartley 
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No Yule Rest for Traffic 


Just about the time everyone else. 
(practically) is relaxing in the quiet 
lull which is the aftermath of the 
Christmas rush, LT&T’s traffic depart- 
ment will be swinging into gear for its. 
biggest holiday. 

On Christmas Day storekeepers and. 
clerks—even many restaurant and some: 
service workers—will be home relax- 
ing. 

But the traffic department, like Santa 
Claus, will be going full tilt, handling 
a crush of long distance holiday calls. 


Last year from 6:30 to 9:30 o’clock on 
the holiday, 50 or more of the 56 toll 
positions in Lincoln were manned for 
the heavy flow of calls. This compares 
with a normal 30 persons at the posts. 


This year the load is expected to be 
increased 15.5 per cent, what with 
normal growth of the telephone sys- 
tem, plus the addition of the Auburn 
toll to the Lincoln load. 


Last Christmas in Lincoln there were 
4,336 toll calls completed out of 10,216 
filed. As a comparison, seven days. 
earlier there were 5,782 toll calls com- 
pleted out of 7,438 filed. 


Much of the holiday work is due to 
the nature of the once-a-year calls. 
Subscribers usually do not know the 
number they are calling and sometimes 
don’t even know the correct listing. 
And many of the calls are to small 
communities, requiring extra effort in 
completion. 

Often the calls are a spur of the mo- 
ment thing, with the holiday well-wish- 
ers just taking a chance on catching 
their relatives at home. 

In spite of the added load of work, 
the girls take pleasure and pride in 
getting the Christmas calls through. 


Fairbury Is 100% in Chest 


Telephone employees in Fairbury 
proved beyond any doubt that they are 
a group of exceptionally civic minded 
people. They did this in the Communi- 
ty Chest campaign in their town, by 
contributing 100 per cent to the drive. 

There was no comparison to the 1959 
effort because last year there was not 
a complete solicitation of the employees 
and hence no records were Kept. 


But this year there was a thorough 
job of contacting the employees and, 
naturally, the telephone people came 
through 100 per cent. This whole- 
hearted cooperation in the drive ap- 
plied to the commercial, plant and traf- 


fic departments, with the three together 


contributing a total of $228.10. This 
figures out as an average of $5.56 for 
the 41 employees. 

Fourteen of the employees chose to 
contribute by payroll deduction and 27 
elected to pay cash on the spot. 


Mosier Works on Missiles 


Norman lL. Mosier writes to his 
friends at Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph from Grovetown, Georgia, where 
he is now stationed. As he wrote, 
Mosier held the rank of corporal and 
was preparing to take a promotion test 
for the rank of sergeant. 


He sent wishes for a Merry Christ- 
mas and a Happy New Year to all of 
his friends in the Company. He also 
asked that ‘“‘a small article be published 
as a letter to my many friends I had 
while on active work with LT&T.” 


Says Norman in his missive: 


“Especially I would like to say ‘hello’ 
to Mr. Holcomb, Mr. Cliff Artz and 
Cable Splicer Bob Clark, whom I 
worked with before coming in. 


“Upon finishing microwave radio re- 
pair school at Ft. Monmouth, New 
Jersey, last December, I was sent to 
Fort Bliss, Texas, for 16 weeks of school 
in ‘Missile Monitor Control.’ This dealt 
with computers, radar and such missile 
tracking devices. After completion of 
this school in May, I was married and 
reported to go to work as a mainte- 
nance man and laboratory instructor. 
This job I held until October 22, when 
I was transfered to Fort Gordon, 
Georgia, which is located at the Presi- 
dent’s vacation spot, Augusta, Georgia. 
I have had the opportunity to see Presi- 
dent Eisenhower and the plane which 
he flies down in. 


“At present I am now an instructor 
in the Missile Monitor Course. ... I 
am anxiously looking forward to get- 
ting out of the Army and getting back 
to the Company, where I hope I can 
work with the new microwave program 
which LT&T has just started.” 

For his friends who may wish to 
write to Norman, here is his address: 
Norman L. Mosier 
Byron Trailer Court 
Box 23. 

Grovetown, Georgia 
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The deer-hunting Whitneys of Superior brought 
back a couple of animals after a recent trip in 
Nebraska. “Shrimp” killed his two-year-old buck 
in the morning and “Young shrimp” (left) his two- 
year-old doe the same afternoon. Both animals 
were bagged west of Crawford, Nebraska. 


New Directories Delivered fo Subscribers 


For a while it looked like a couple 
of delayed trucks would throw a mon- 
key wrench into the machinery of the 
huge task of distributing new directo- 
ries in connection with the December 
6 cutover to new telephone numbers in 
Lincoln. 


But some frantic checking, plus a 
“cushion” of time carefully planned in 
advance by Directory Supervisor 
George Walroth resulted in a delivery 
well ahead of the required day. 


Virtually all of the new directories 
were in the hands of subscribers on 
December 2. 


But the morning of November 27 
things didn’t look so rosy to the di- 
rectory department. There was no sign 
of the scheduled truckloads of tele- 
phone books and Walroth was figura- 
tively pacing the floor in anxiety. His 
checking had revealed that the trucks 
left on time, but failed to indicate ex- 
actly where they were. 


As it turned out, a couple of the ve- 
hicles got stopped in Iowa and had to 
unload some of the bundles of books 
because the load was overweight. This 
caused an unexpected delay. 


Friday afternoon the first of the ship- 
ment of four trucks arrived in Lincoln, 
putting George and others at ease. Dis- 
tributors promptly tore into the task of 
putting the books in the hands of sub- 
scribers. 


No ordinary directory change, this 
distribution involved a very definite 
deadline. Since every number in Lin- 
coln was changed to include a new pre- 
fix, it was imperative that all subscrib- 
ers have new directories before the 
December 6 cutover date. 


This also made it necessary to leave 
the old directory, so that up to the cut- 
over, subscribers would know what 
number to dial. 


Involved in the distribution were 
88,440 books, weighing a total of 147,842 
pounds. They were done up in bundles 
of 16 books each, weighing 26 and three 
quarters pounds per bundle or one 
pounds and six ounces per book. 


There were 9,027 bundles in the four 
trucks. 


Because each listing involves a new 
number, for the first time in the his- 
tory of the company it was necessary to 
re-work the entire Lincoln book. Ordi- 
narily when a new directory is put out, 
a great number of the listings remain 
the same, with some deletions, addi- 
tions and changes. 


In this case, the entire book had to 
be re-set. 


A feature of the new book is an at- 
tractive cover, bearing a color picture 
of the new General Office and Equip- 
ment building at 15 & M. 
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Out go the books! A bit late in arriving in 
Lincoln, the new telephone directories were hustled 
out by distributors, shown here unloading a truck 
and filling up a car in order to transport the 
books to residential areas. 


602 Is Tops for Men Keglers 


A score of 602, set by J. H. Buck of 
York, topped the individual men’s 
series in bowling during the month of 
November. It was set on November 27 
and included a high game of 217. N. D. 
Folkers of Fairbury and Robert Clark 
rolled 224 for high individual games, 
Folkers hitting his on November 20 and 
Clark on November 6. 


Switchroom COE topped the team 
series with a scratch score of 2558 on 
November 27. The same team rolled 
2556 on November 13 and 2516 on No- 
vember 20 to rank highest for those 
weeks, while Construction ran up a 
score of 2533 on November 6 for the 
high team series then. 

Ruth Merrill rolled the high indi- 
vidual series for women with a 588 set 
on November 27. Her high game was 
205. Peggy Davis scored for Wahoo and 
Joann Knapp of Lincoln had a_ 509. 
Leona Benal had the high individual 
game with 256 and Ruth Merrill was 
next in line. 

Other high games were by Peggy 
Davis, who hit 193, Joann Knapp and 
Ruth Merrill with games of 183. 

On November 13, L. C. Williams of 
Stromsburg had an individual series of 
572 and also the men’s high individual 
game of 223. 

Mary M. Pohlenz rolled 439 on No- 
vember 13 for the high individual 
series for women in that week. She and 
Ruth Merrill tied for high individual 
game on that night at 169. 


Engineering Dept. Moves Into New Building 


O. G. Hoffman, B. C. Macholan, and C. B. Sieck in the transmission 
and protection engineering department are shown hard at work in their 


Outside planning workers Gil Sexton, Fred Segoviano (front row) Lew 
Hinkley and Don Neill (back row) wield pencils in the portion of the new 
building devoted to their department. new room. 


In the equipment engineering, L. G. Saunders (foreground) J. C. Smith, 
W. G. Ehrlich, G. O. Ryan, A. L. Ager and Dick Bauer bend over their work 
under recessed lights in the new office. 


Robin Howells and Jack Shadley in building design bend over a table 
in their new quarters. 


Heated Conversation 


The cause isn’t clear, but a Joplin, 
Mo., telephone subscriber had her 
‘phone go up in smoke before her eyes 
as she was using the instrument. 


“Operator, my telephone has melted. 
It was just sitting there and it melted,” 
the Associated Press quoted Mrs. Eliz- 
abeth Molly as reporting to her tele- 
phone company. 

She said the instrument began smok- 
ing, melting the plastic casing and ex- 
posing wiring that set fire to a cloth 


Season's Greetings to All 


For Christmas—lots of 


happiness 


For the New Year—all 
you're wishing for 


FROM YOUR 


van 


under the ‘phone. The woman doused 
the blaze with a pan of water and 
turned in a trouble call from a neigh- 
bor’s house. 


Employees Co-operative 


Credit Association 


Death of W. 0. Bundy 


William O. Bundy, one of the old- 
time telephone men, died at Fairbury 
November 22 at the age of 78. 

He started his career in telephony 
shortly after the turn of the century, 
beginning with the 
Fairbury Telephone 
Company in May of 
1904. He worked as 
a plant man at 
Fairbury until 1910 
when he moved to 
Steele City as man- 
ager. 

When LT&T pur- 
chased the Steele 
City and Endicott 
exchange in 1920, 
the company appointed Bundy as local 
manager there. He remained under the 
new ownership until 1931, rounding out 
more than 20 years as the Steele City 
manager. 

Returning to Fairbury, he became a 
first-class combinationman, in which 
position he completed his active tele- 
phone service. 

Since his retirement in 1946, Bundy 
had lived in Fairbury. 


Funeral services were held Wednes- 
day, November 25 at Traum’s Funeral 
home in Fairbury. Survivors include 
his wife, Marie; two sons, Orville and 
Max of Fairbury; two daughters, Vel- 
ma Staley of Powell, Wyoming; and 
Reona Kujath of Junction City, Kansas. 


Auburn Men Give Aid 


by Marcelene Behrends 


Two Auburn area employees stepped 
in with valuable assistance in two re- 
cent emergencies involving two people 
in need of medical care. 


Mike Carr and Don Gilmore were re- 
turning from Brownville when they 
came upon an accident and found a 
lady lying in the road. They helped 
her to their truck and then summoned 
help. 


On the other occasion Carr was alone 
in the Peru office, checking for trouble. 
He discovered a permanent light, which 
indicated a receiver off the hook, but 
could get no answer at the number. 
He went to the house to check. 


No one answered Mike’s knock, but 
he could hear someone moaning inside, 
so he solicited the help of a neighbor 
and together they forced their way into 
the house. 


They found Mrs. Alice F. Cook, an 
elderly lady of Peru, lying helpless on 
the floor. A doctor was called and 
Mrs. Cook taken by ambulance to a 
hospital. Now she is back in her own 
home very much improved. 


Walter Roberts Retires as Personnel Head 


Walter F. Roberts, personnel director 
for more than seven years, retired the 
first of December, leaving behind him 
a hard chair to fill. Good-natured Walt 
has been coming in for a lot of kidding 
from his fellow workers about taking 
his chair with him when he left. 


In spite of all of Walt’s threats to 
sneak out the seat in the confusion at- 
tending the transfer of the personnel 
office to the 15 & M building and in- 
stead ship it to Wahoo, the chair was 
still in place after he was gone. 


Now that he is retired, Walt will 
have more time to spend with his 
hobbies which include clocks and the 
making and collecting of canes. 


With his firm step and abundant 
energy, there seems to be little danger 
of Walt having to actually use any of 
his collector’s canes. Instead it seems 
more likely that he’ll be found bowling, 
fishing, or chasing a golf ball over the 
course. 

Roberts came with the Company 
back in April of 1952, training under 
and succeeding Guy O. Seaton, who 
retired in July of that year. 

One of the first things Roberts did 
was to institute the ‘“Personnel-O- 
Gram,” sent to each department regu- 
larly. His final one was last month and 
contained his farewell message. 

But other, more significant, changes 
came under the direction of Walt. Much 
will be of lasting benefit. In Walt‘s 
own words: 

“The value of the things we have 
tried to do is hard to measure. We will 
never know whether some employee 
was saved from polio because of vac- 
cinations provided. We can never know 
the influence to employee morale from 
the sports or socal activities programs. 
We can never know how much em- 
ployees are helped through the Em- 
ployees Mutual Benefit program or the 
Co-Operative Credit Association. 


“We can never know just how much 
our Human Relations and other educa- 
tional activities have helped supervisors 
be better supervisors, or employees be 
better employees. We can only hope 
that the Personnel Program as a whole 
has been beneficial to each one indi- 
vidually, and the Company as a whole 
in providing high quality telephone 
service. I am thankful for having had 
the opportunity to contribute a small 
part to whatever benefits may have 
been accrued.” 

Born at O’Neill, Nebraska, on Nov. 
25, 1894, Walt graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska in 1919 with a 
bachelor of Science degree. During 
World War I he served in the Navy and 
Naval Aviation. 

Early in his career, Roberts became 
a county agricultural extension agent, 
a position he held from 1921 to 1924. 
He became a farm manager in 1924 and 
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continued at that work until 1926 when 
he went into the real estate and insur- 
ance business. 


In 1931 he became secretary of the 
Saunders County National Farm Loan 
Association and remained there from 
1931 to 1941 when he was appointed by 
the Governor as Nebraska Civilian De- 
fense Coordinator. He remained in this 
position until 1943 when he became 
executive director of the National War 
Fund of Nebraska, in which capacity he 
served until 1946. 


He was elected a commissioner of the 
Nebraska State Railway Commission in 
1946 and served from January 1947 to 
April 1, 1952. He resigned as of that 
time to come with LT&T as personnel 
director. 


Active in his community affairs, 
Roberts is a member of the Bethlehem 
Lutheran church at Wahoo; Wahoo 
Lodge No. 59-AF&AM; Scottish Rite 
Lincoln Consistory KCCH; Shrine Se- 
sostris Temple; and Knights of Pythias, 
of which he is a past grand chancellor. 


Mrs. Roberts is the former Mabel E. 
Bern. They have two children. 


If any of his friends thought that 
Roberts would lapse into a life of in- 
dolence, Walt quickly dispelled those 
notions by filing for the office of State 
Treasurer on the Republican ticket a 
few days after his retirement took 
effect. 


Happiness Ahead 


Robin Howell and Sharon Null exchanged 
wedding vows on December 13. Robin is em- 
ployed in the building design division of the 
engineering department. 

Norma Preuss, Supply, and Frank I. Wells 
exchanged vows at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Madison on November 27. 

Janice Geary, Lincoln Traffic Unit I, and 
Martin Bassett pronounced vows at Christ 
Lutheran Church in Norfolk on December 6. 


Lyman Neff, as a gag, introduced a giant deck into a noon-hour bridge 
game in February 1943. The table was scarcely big enough to hold the 
dummy hand. The players, from left: Jay Pugsley, Lou Anderson, George 
Mann and Mr. Neff. Onlookers are James Starks, seated, and Earl Rosker. 
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After Merle M. Hale had emerged as high man for two consecutive 
sittings, the other members of the vicious ‘’Hearts’’ game swore to take care 
of him on a fateful noon hour in August 1943. They even posted a sign 
to remind them of their vow. Hale won again and the game soon disbanded 
in the 14th & M club room. The players, clockwise from left: Carl Ahl, 
Ralph (Muggs) Stebbings, Guy O. Seaton, K. B. Cary, M. M. Hale, John 
Backstrom, E. A. McKenna and K. L. Lawson. Kibitzers are George Arnold, 
J. S$. Jackson and Charles Peachman. 
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Ken Boshart, right, displays the only 29-point cribbage hand ever re- 
ported among telephone employees. It was dealt to him March 6, 1953, as 
he played in a foursome including George Walroth (not shown), Ralph 
Connors and Ed Dulin. Ken held three fives and the jack of clubs and had 
the good fortune of turning the five of clubs on the cut after the discard. 
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These playing cards, found at Provence, France, are the most ancient 
printed cards to have been discovered to date. They were printed from 
woodblocks in 1440 and were hand-colored. 
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A woodcut, printed in 1472, shows a German family playing cards in 
their home at Augsburg. From the Gunther Zanier collection. 


It's All In The Cards 


From the time our company was founded the noonday 
game of cards has held a prominent and affectionate place 
in the recreational activities of telephone men and women. 
Oldtimers used to clear off a space on a handy work bench, 
draw up some packing boxes and deal the cards for their 
daily session of euchre or seven-up. 

When the general office club room was opened in 1917 
several card tables were provided, including a huge, round, 
felt-covered one that immediately was monopolized by a 
group for an eight-hand pitch game. 

Billy Lant and Roy Scott were partners and day after 
day succeeded in posting the high score. It was a long time 
before the gullible opponents noticed that each smoked a big 
cigar during the noon-hour play and that their bidding was 
controlled by smoke signals; a certain number of puffs for 
the naming of the suit; other puffs to locate the high, low, 
jack, etc. There was some talk of a lynching party. 

The pitch game gave way to cribbage which had a long 
run. Pinochle later became the dominant game and con- 
tinued so for a number of years, being succeeded in turn by 
a vicious eight-handed “hearts” game. Later canasta held 
sway and finally contract bridge. 

The favorite games at 2lst and L have always been 
pinochle, cribbage and pitch. 

Card games also flourish at off-times in the ladies’ 
lounges throughout the territory as well as at Lincoln. 

Every card player has a favorite game. President Eisen- 
hower plays contract bridge. Mrs. Eisenhower is a Bali 
enthusiast. Canasta fascinates Princess Margaret. Winston 
Churchill prefers gin rummy. 

Card playing is the most popular of indoor games and 
has been pursued for pleasure—and for profit or loss—for 
more than a thousand years. 

The game originated in the far east where wives of 
Chinese emperors found amusement with “cards” of delicate 
ivory tiles. Ancient Persians used the four seasons of the 
year as suits in their decks. These were brought to Europe 
by the Crusaders as the spoils of war. 


4 10 Pe~ 


Italian noblemen devised the “tarocchi deck,” forerunner 
of present day packs. It includes a trump suit of 22 “atouts” 
and four 14-card suits. 


“Atouts” represented the most important physical and 
spiritual forces affecting men. The four common suits il- 
lustrated social stations of medieval society: swords for the 


nobility, cups for the clergy, coins for the tradesmen and. 


staves for the peasantry. In time these became our spades, 
hearts, diamonds and clubs and dictated the rank of the 
individual suits. 


Other countries developed distinctive decks. The Spanish 
version contained 48 cards; the German, 32; French and 
English decks the familiar 52 cards. 

Our deck was brought from England by the early colo- 
nists. In fact, the first paper currency in America was IOU’s 
written on the backs of cards. 


In 1746 all of Scotland was a battlefield. Bagpipes squealed 
a message of defeat. In the highlands, proud clansmen— 
snipers of their day—held off the British regulars and made 
a last and futile effort to drive them from Scottish soil. In 
the British camp, William, Duke of Cumberland, sat at his 
desk. He penned an order on the face of a playing card: “No 
mercy to the prisoners.” 
Thousands of Scottish troops were slain—and the nine 
of diamonds became the “Curse of Scotland.”’ 


Throughout history fortunes have been won, kingdoms 
lost, fates decided, by the somber turn of a card. During 
Cromwell’s time, political sarcasms were printed on the 
backs of cards. One showed him praying while a hooded 
executioner stood poised over Charles I. 

Early cards had mystical significance. Man depicted the 
forces about him—life, death, the elements. For example, 
the original model for the present day Joker was the Devil. 

And he is still the Devil when he hides “in the hole” in 
seven card high-low split, the favorite game of our Pioneers 
at their stag parties. 


An argument arises in the cribbage tournament of March 1947, played 
at the 14th & M club room. The man with upraised finger is Charley 
Peachman and clockwise about the table are F. E. Behm, Art Smith and 
Cecil Donley. Lone spectator is George Mann. Behm and Donley went on 
to become the partnership tournament winners. 


A stirring pinochle game at 21st & L club room, back in 1944. Paul 
Schmeltzer, center, watches the play as James Baxter, Russell Rauch, Paul 
Guelker and Frank Kuchera enter a lively round of bidding. 


Action in a seven-card ‘’Pioneer Special’’ game at Burr Hughes’ cabin 
near Beaver Crossing in 1951. Recognized in the foreground are Lloyd 
Oglesby and John Litzenberg. Clockwise about the far table we can identify, 
from left: Jack Mankamyer, George Walroth, Lloyd Cleveland, Howard 
Spahnle, Ken Lawson, Ken Boshart and Ed Dulin. John Ruppel stands 
behind them. 
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Our Cover 


The big cutover to seven-digit dialing 
took place December 6, with a multi- 
tude of telephone employees taking 
part in the tremendous task. 


Depicted on our cover this month 
are six of the men at the Six Exchange, 
posing at various tasks in connection 
with the cutover. From front to rear 
they are: Bob Baer, Don Nielsen, Bob 
Neugebauer, Ken Darby, Dick McCall 
and Bill Birdsley. 


They and the others involved in the 
huge change from five-digit to seven- 
digit numbers took a practice run ahead 


cutover. 

The new numbers will pave the way 
for a later step of progress—toll dialing. 

An idea of the size of the task com- 
pleted by the technicians on December 
6 can be gained by the figures for the 
Six Exchange. There were 550 cams 
and 50 wipers to change over to func- 
tion with the new prefixes. 

During the cutover telephone crafts- 
men weren't actually working this close 
together. But these six men obligingly 
nosed for the picture In a more com- 
pressed arrangement. 


The “News” In Book Form 


With the publication of this issue, an- 
other volume of our magazine is com- 
plete and will be sent to the bindery. 
All employees, active and retired, are 
invited to have their News copies bound 
under a joint order which will be 
placed by the News office on January 
15, 1960. 


The book will contain all the issues 
published from January 1958 through 
December 1959; 22 copies in all. By 
placing a joint order we are able to 
obtain a special low rate for the work 
from the Pease Bindery, a Lincoln firm, 
which has handled the News binding 
for many years. 


The book makes a beautiful addition 
to a library. It is artistically bound in 
a rich buckram cover stock with a 
choice of colors and is imprinted in 
gold. 


Employees will find an order blank 
inserted in this magazine. Please read 
it carefully and fill it out completely. 
Payment for the binding must accom- 
pany the order. 


It will be helpful if your magazines 
are sent to the editor as quickly as 
possible. No orders can be accepted 
after January 15. Wrap the magazines 
carefully to avoid damage in transit. If 
some copies are missing or damaged 
they no doubt can be replaced from the 


stock of spare copies kept in the News 
office for that purpose. 


Wahoo Girls Get Praise 


Their outstanding assistance during 
an emergency has brought a letter of 
praise and thanks from the Central 
Electric and Gas Company to the tele- 
phone girls at Wahoo. The gals pitched 
in to help the Gas company when a 
main break left all users at Wahoo 
without gas. 


The girls helped the Central Electric 
and Gas firm answer thousands of calls 
in regard to the break in service. 

Their fine assistance and handling of 
the emergency brought this letter from 
Frank C. Kuska, district manager of 
the Gas firm at Columbus: 


“On behalf of Bill Keefer, our Wahoo 
employees and our Company, I want 
to personally extend my most sincere 
thanks to you for the help you gave 
during our emergency at Wahoo. 

“Your girls did a splendid job in han- 
dling all the calls that were coming in 
and I wish you would thank them per- 
sonally for me. 

“This kind of co-operation among 
utilities makes it a real pleasure to be 
a part of this great service industry.” 

The letter was addressed to Ed Dor- 
land, area manager of LT&T at Wahoo. 
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Clinefelter Appointed 
News Editor 


Another name appears in the mast- 
head of this month’s News. Kenneth 
W. Clinefelter took over the chores of 
editorship December 1, after a week of 
introduction to the people and the ways 
of LT&T. He was 
formerly editor of 
the Fairbury Daily 
News. 


Mr. Clinefelter 
comes to us with a 
rich background of 
journalistic experi- 
ence. Born in Oma- 
ha; a graduate of 
Central High; he- 
attended the Uni- 
versity of Omaha 
school of journalism for two years be- 
fore setting forth on his newspaper 
career. 


He was first employed in October 
1948 as wire editor for the Fairbury 
Daily News and served the paper, 
under different ownerships, as reporter, 
photographer and city editor until 
January 1953. 


Then he went to the Marshall County 
News at Marysville, Kansas, where he 
bore the title of city editor. In June 
1954, he returned to the Fairbury News 
as news editor—a classification that 
was later changed to editor. Nearly 
two years he introduced to its reader- 
ship a daily column, ‘“Ken’s Kom- 
ments’, which rose to immediate popu- 
larity and demonstrated his fine talent 
for writing in the field of human in- 
terest. 


Ken’s family includes his wife, Jo 
Ann; daughters Dorothy, eight and Bar- 
bara, seven; and son, Kevin, who is 
nearly four. 


He became the sixth editor in the 
long life-span of the News. The first 
was Walter Thorgrimson who served 
from 1915 to 1922. Following him were 
C. W. Motter, 1926-1935; Norman Ott, 
1935-1944; A. B. Gorman, 1944-1953; 
and Joe H. Hartley, 1953-1959. 


As a personal note from the latter, 
who for a moment will break an edi- 
torial first-person taboo ... I wish it 
were possible to thank individually 
each and all of those in this friendly 
organization whose thoughtfulness, co- 
operation, contributions and _ kindly 
comments have combined to make my 
years of editorship the most satisfying 
of my telephone career. I hope this 
spirit of helpfulness will be extended 
in the same measure to my successor. 
You must all meet Ken at the first op- 
portunity. You’ll like him and I think 
will agree that he is the type of person 
that fits well into the organization. 


C. E. Harp 


R. R. Rauch 


Lincoln Lincoln 
30 Years 30 Years 


38 YEARS G.M. Albury, Lincoln. 
36 YEARS P.R. Winscot, Lincoln. 
33 YEARS L. C. Hutchison, Hazel Nichols, 


Lincoln. 


32 YEARS R. H. Spohn, Lincoln. 


31 YEARS 


. J. Schemmerhorn, Fairbury. 


E 
30 YEARS C. E. Harp, R.R. Rauch, Lincoln. 
J 


29 YEARS J.E 
28 YEARS P. J 


. Ellis, Lincoln. 
. Guelker, Beatrice. 
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25 YEARS L. M. Miller, Lincoln. 


24 YEARS FF. M. Crewdson, Hastings; A. L. 
Reed, Lincoln. 


20 YEARS Nata A. Hershey, Geneva. 

18 YEARS Gladys Ball, Ashland; Velma Gar- 
lock, Genevieve Graff, York. 

17 YEARS L. E. Lyons, Tecumseh; F. E. 
Smith, Lincoln. 

16 YEARS Lillian Hubbard, Lincoln; R. H. 
Kinnison, Nebraska City. 

15 YEARS H. F. Kempf, Hastings: Gladys 
Neugebauer, William Schuman, Lincoin. 

14 YEARS K. J. Peters, David City. 

13 YEARS E. J. Kalkwarf, N. H. Liesveld, 
A. E. Linden, R. M. Merrill, Lincoln. 


12 YEARS Eloise Baldwin, L. R. Rhoades, 
Lincoln; R. G. Bruning, Pawnee City: Darryl 
Hunt, C. C. Minich, York; J. C. Selko, Has- 
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L. M. Miller Nata Hershey 
Linccin Geneva 
25 Years 20 Years 


9 YEARS E. V. Bean, Seward: L. A. Gen- 
rich, D. V. Gollehon, Veronica Siske, Be- 
atrice: R. M. Martin, Lincoln. 

8 YEARS R. W. Blackford, Lincoln: Emma 
Meyer, Seward; K. L. Paro, York. 

7 YEARS W. M. Birdsley, Margota Lucs, 
Thelma Spellman, Arlene Thomas, Lincoln. 

6 YEARS R. J. Roth, Lincoln. 


5 YEARS R. A. Cruickshank, C. M. Lind- 
gren, C. J. Ritchey, Lincoln. 


tings. 
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H. F. Kempf Gladys Neugebauer 
Hastings Lincoln 
15 Years 15 Years 


Seven Digits For Lincoln 


(Continued from Page 5) 


or the wiper cord is transferred to its connecting terminal 
to bring the digit absorbing feature into play. 

For several years prior to the cutover, the Lincoln 
switchroom forces had been replacing the first selectors at 
each of the Lincoln offices with 2L/5N selectors having 
the digit absorbing function temporarily disabled. The 
selectors removed were re-used as second and third selec- 
tors in addition to existing selector switch banks. 

The final details of the cutover required approximately 
480 man-hours of work on December 5 and 6. Besides the 
placement of cams, the transferring of the vertical wiper 
cords and transposing of the ‘4” and ‘8” office trunk con- 
nections for the IDlewood 4 and INgersoll offices, there 
were jobs of a miscellaneous nature, such as making bay 
end cuts and intermediate frame half tap cuts where 
required, and replacing designation cards. It was also 
necessary to change the toll switch train and make numer- 
ous tests, check verification procedures, and test informa- 
tion and emergency numbers (including fire and police 
numbers). 

In the 15th & M building switchrooms, 51 men were 
needed to handle the work of converting HEmlock 2 and 5 
and GRover 7 numbers. The switchroom in the 20th & 
Sumner building required 10 men for making the change 
to GArfield 3 numbers, and at the switchroom at 48th & 


11 YEARS S.M. Carr, Auburn; G. E. Carter, 
R. W. Clark, Lincoln; A. J. Pardee, Beatrice. 


10 YEARS R. L. Hibbert, Lincoln. 


R. L. Hibbert 


Wm. Schuman 
Lincoln Lincoln 
15 Years 10 Years 


South, 17 men were needed to convert the equipment for 
IVanhoe 8 and 9 numbers. The 49th and Huntington 
switchroom had 10 men busy on the transition to IDlewood 
4 and INgersoll 6 numbers. There were 10 men stationed 
at the control center in Area Plant Supervisor R. H. Gray’s 
office in the 15th & M Building. 

The tremendous extent of the cutover operation in the 
six-hour period may be indicated by the number of em- 
ployees required for the job and the number of operations 
needed to put 2L/5N dialing into effect. In these opera- 
tions, cams were placed and vertical wipers were connected 
on 4,618 switches and there were 2,184 bay end cuts and 
jumper connections. 


TEMBA Adds Major Medical 


(Continued from Page 2) 


Major Medical for a member and wife only would cost 
$3.20, for a member with child only $2.10, and for a mem- 
ber only a mere $1.40. 

So far, about half of the TEMBA members have in- 
dicated they want to come under the Major Medical plan. 
However, several departments had not reported in at the 
last reckoning. 

If you do not have this type of coverage and want to 
take it out, contact the TEMBA secretary, Marie Vidlock, 
and she will send the necessary forms. 
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Promotions 
Transfers 


Plant 


Glenn Ball, janitor, Area Plant, to frame- 
man, wire chief's office. 


Gerald Bosak, lineman. York Construction, 
to combinationman, Sutton. 

Jesse Cook, garage serviceman to ware- 
houseman, Supply. 

Richard Cruickshank. combinationman. 
Superior to wire chief's office. 

Alvin Gaylor, lineman to driver-lineman. 
Construction. 

H. A. Hill, frameman, wire chief's office, 
to switchboardman, toll equipment. 

Harrison Hill, lineman, Lincoln to Has- 
tings Construction. 


Gordon Sinner, combinationman, Sutton 
to Hastings. 


Traffic 


Zelda Edwards, operator to service as- 
sistant, Wymore. 


Zelda Edwards 


Service 
Assistant 


Wymore 


Schrank Training Supervisor 


Eugene C. Schrank has been ap- 
pointed Central Office Training Super- 
visor in the General Plant department, 
a promotion from area switchman. 


At present he is assembling training 
courses on all auto- 
matic switching 
equipment and, as 
soon as_ possible, 
will be holding 
classes for switch- 
men in Lincoln and 
later for personnel 
outside of Lincoln. 


Schrank § first 
came to work for 
Lincoln Telephone 
on August 12, 1946, 
as a draftsman engineer. He was pro- 
moted to male clerk on September 9, 
1949 in Construction. He became a 
switchman in Lincoln March 21, 1950. 


In December of 1953 Schrank became 
an installer-repairman COE in Lincoln. 

Seeking sunnier climates, he resigned 
in 1957 to go to California. But he re- 
turned the following year and was re- 
employed July 1, 1958 as a switchman 
in Lincoln. 


Garvey New Building Supervisor 


The watchful eye of Phillip J. Garvey 
will play over a tremendously compli- 
cated and involved control panel in his 
new job as building supervisor of the 
new general office building at 15 & M 

_ Streets in Lincoln. 

Garvey moves in- 
to the newly cre- 
ated position from 
his former job as 
chief clerk in the 
supply department 
of the Lincoln Gen- 
eral Plant. He will 
direct a_ staff of 
maintenance men in 
the cleaning and 
care of the building 
and about a million dollars worth of 
electrical, heating and _ ventilating 
equipment. 

The involved control panel over 
which he will watch is being installed 
in the basement. Flashing lights and 
Swinging dials will keep him posted on 
the operational status of each major 
piece of equipment in the building. 

A series of buttons will activate by 
remote control such things as door 
locks and motors. It will be the big 
responsibility of Phil to keep things 
running properly. 

In addition, he will supervise a large 
staff of custodians, needed to keep the 
building bright and clean. 

Responsibility isn’t new to Garvey. 

Since August of 1954 he has been 
chief clerk of the supply department. 
His telephone experience dates from his 
employment as a groundman for the 


Blessed Events 


A daughter, Glynnis Jill, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Paul Feldstein on November 6. 
Paul is employed in the custodial department 
in Lincoln. Wife, Diane, is on leave of ab- 
sence from the accounting department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Gray are the proud par- 
ents of a boy, Steven Michal, born November 
19. Joe is in the engineering department. 

On October 7, a daughter, Tamera Kay, 
was born to Mr. and Mrs. Ramon C. Green. 
Ray is employed in the Superior plant de- 
partment, and was formerly with Hastings 
Construction. 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Davis are the proud 
parents of a daughter, Diana Lynne, born 
November 8. Larry is in the Supply office. 

A daughter, Sharilynn, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Jimmie Ehlers on November 7. Jim 
is an employee in the Switchroom, Lincoln. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. D. Smith are the proud 
parents of a baby girl, Carla Jane, born No- 
vember 29, 1959. Ed is a Construction Fore- 
man headquartered in Lincoln. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Bartels are the proud 
parents of a baby boy, Gregory Robert, born 
November 19, 1959. Dick is a splicer in 
Construction. 


—a6f 14 fee 


construction department in May of 1937. 
Later he was clerk and material in- 
spector in the supply department. 

Two years of military service from 
February to September of 1941 and 
from February 1942 until the end of 
the war interrupted his work. His tour 
of duty took him to Italy and Germany. 

Returning to the company in 1945, 
Phil worked as a combinationman and 
installer-repairman, COE, until his pro- 
motion to chief clerk. For several years 
he served as president of Local 7470, 
CWA-CIO. 


A Voice From the Past 


A voice from the past—five years 
past—was “heard” when a letter was 
uncovered by workmen tearing down 
partitions in the General Traffic de- 
partment, preparing for the move of 
the department. 

The note, signed by Francine L. Hil- 
lier, was dated March 2, 1954. It was 
discovered concealed beneath the parti- 
tion in a space that was later sealed. 

Miss Hillier wrote: 

“We’ve been putting up with all these 
men for about three weeks. Hammer- 
ing, painting, moving furniture around 
and what have you. Awful part is they 
are all married. Hope I am by the time 
you read this. 

“They are supposed to be finished by 
March 15. Just in time for me to leave 
the joint.” 

As an afterthought, Miss Hillier en- 
closed her address, then 3045 No. 52nd 
Street in Lincoln, and her vital statis- 
tics as follows: 

Birthdate 1-19-1933; 5’ 3%”; 115 
pounds; brown hair (short); and blue 
eyes. 

She was employed in the engineering 
department from February 1951 to Jan- 
uary 1953 when she transferred to Gen- 
eral Traffic as senior secretary. She 
was associate editor for the Telephone 
News from General Traffic. 

Her reference to the fact that she was 
due to leave is borne out by the record 
which shows that she went into train- 
ing for an airline hostess job in March 
of 1954. However, her above-expressed 
wish came true before she actually be- 
came a hostess. 

She met her husband, Bob Kubit- 
schek, an insurance man, in 1954 while 
she was in training with the airlines. 
They were married that year. Now 
they live at 3000 South 35th and have 
a four-year-old daughter, Lynn. 

Francine, when contacted by the 
Telephone News, remembered instantly 
concealing the letter. She and a friend 
dreamed up the stunt. 

‘We didn’t think it would be torn out 
for years,” she said about the partition. 
She figured that by then the letter 
would “really be history.”’ 


More Towns Get Card Bills 


Subscribers in 54 additional com- 
munities are receiving a new type 
telephone statement which made its 
first appearance in October. Eventually 
all LT&T telephone users will receive 
the card-type bill. 

Added to the new billing system in 
November were these communities: 

On November 1: Alexandria, Auburn, 
Bruning, Carleton, Davenport, Edgar, 
Exeter, Harvard, Hebron, Ong, Pawnee 
City, and Plattsmouth. 

On November 6: Adams, Bellwood, 
Brainard, Brock, Brownville, Bruno, 
Burchard, Cook, Crab Orchard, Elk 
Creek, Hastings, Johnson, Louisville, 
Murdock, Murray, Nemaha, Octavia, 
Peru, Rising City, Steinauer, Sterling, 
Table Rock, Tecumseh, and Wymore. 

On November 11: Ashland, Clay 
Center, and Dawson. 

On November 16: Burr, Elmwood, 
Fairmont, Geneva, Grafton, Guide 
Rock, Hardy, Nehawka, Nelson, Ruskin, 
and Weeping Water. 

On November 26: Milligan, Ohiowa, 
Shickley, and Superior. 

Under the new statement system, 
bills are sent from Lincoln with a re- 
turn envelope addressed to the account- 
ing department. Collection agents are 
being discontinued. 

Dropped in November were collection 
agencies in Auburn, David City, and 
Geneva areas. 


New Employees 


Accounting 
Sandra Price........---- Mach. Opr. ......-- 10-26 
Vincent Sutera, Jr...Actg. Staff Asst. 10-26 
Commercial 
Svc. Rep., 
Marilyn Denich.......- Lineolh: wend. 10-12 
Engineering 
Gene Ryan............-- Draftsman. ........ 11-16 
Plant 
Svc. Opr., 
Beverly STS | pee LAMCOM . scenes 10-28 


Leland Carpenter....Janitor, Lincoln ..11- 4 
Walter DeGarmo ....Janitor, Lincoln ..11-11 
Arthur Heitbrink...... Janitor, Lincoln ..11- 2 


Patricia Kelly..........- Clerk, Supply ....11-16 
Svc. Opr., 
Elizabeth Lindsay..... Lincoln .........- btes2 
Traffic 
Marvene Bowen*....Opr., Seward ...... bi25 
Rose: Farrise.c:...22-: Opr., Nebr. City..10-19 
Rose Hiller*...........- Opr., Hebron ...... Tite, 2 
Luella House...........- Opr., Nebr. City..10-19 
Yvonne Marlatt....-- Opr;,. Lincoln: .<.... 10-19 
Corinne Parker*...... Opr.- Lincoln ...... l1l- 2 
Shirley Schroeder*..Opr., Lincoln ...... 11- 2 


*“Re-employed 


‘Great Independent’ LT&1 Featured in Story 


The title ‘“‘Great Independent”’ is at- 
tached to a story of the Lincoln Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company pub- 
lished in the Harvard Business History 
Review for the Autumn of 1959. 


Cecile H. Anderson Retires 
A Second Time 


Rarely in the annals of our company 
has anyone retired twice from the roll 
of active employees, but such was the 
experience of Cecile Anderson of Lin- 
coln Commercial, whose latest retire- 
ment was effective 
December 1. 

Mrs. Anderson's 
long career as a 
member of the Lin- 
coln business office 
began 40 years ago 
December 15. Her 
experience actually 
dates from April 
1918 when she 
joined the account- 
ing force of the 
Iowa Bell company at Des Moines. 

Her name was inscribed on the LT&T 
payroll as Cecile Swanson, but this was 
soon changed. In June 1920 she was 
married to Russell B. Anderson, an 
employee of the Nebraska Bell. 

Mrs. Anderson continued her work 
and before long her abilities were rec- 
ognized by promotions. She was ap- 
pointed assistant cashier in 1920 and 
became cashier in January 1923. In 
July 1930 she was named order super- 
visor and for many years was in charge 
of issuing subscribers’ service orders 
and handling the collection of govern- 
ment accounts. 

In June 1948 Mrs. Anderson had ful- 
filled the necessary requirements for 
applying for an early retirement and 
thus bid adieu to her responsibilities at 
LT&T to become, at long last, a full- 
time homekeeper. Russell’s health had 
declined through the years and this was 
a factor in prompting her request for 
retirement. It was a wise decision, for 
Cecile and Russ were able to share sev- 
eral happy years together at their Beth- 
any home before the latter’s death in 
May 1955. 

In January 1956 Mrs. Anderson re- 
turned to the Lincoln business office as 
clerk to help fill the hours that sud- 
denly had become long and meaning- 
less. Her service since that time has 
been continuous. 

One of the rewards of her last term 
of employment was the formation of 
many warm friendships among. the 
present-day group of business office 
employees. Their best wishes are added 
to those of her older friends for a 
pleasant second retirement. 
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Prepared by William D. Torrence, 
the story is of the early days of LT&T 
and requires 18 pages of the scholarly 
magazine. It includes several old illus- 
trations, depicting phases of the early 
days of telephony in Lincoln. 


Torrence wrote the story as a re- 
quirement for his Ph. D degree. Back 
in June of 1958 he applied to the Com- 
pany for permission to make a study of 
the history and to get access to the files 
and records of LT&T as well as minutes 
of the directors and stockholders meet- 
ings. This was readily granted by the 
board of directors. 


Bill spent several months collecting 
information as a basis for the story. 
After it was written, he applied for and 
received permission to submit it to the 
Harvard Business History Review. He 
was notified some time ago that it had 
been accepted and the story was pub- 
lished last month in the Autumn issue. 


The story just published tells of the 
history of the Company from the time 
ii was formed in 1903 through 1908. 


Now working on a doctorate, Tor- 
rence has tentative plans to bring his 
history of the Company farther up to 
date. 


The writer is specializing in person- 
nel work at the University of Nebraska 
and for a time actually worked in this 
field of endeavor. 


william D. Torrence is shown hard at work at 
a desk while he digs into facts and figures dealing 
h the early years of the Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company. He spent many hours poring 
over minutes and records in connection with a 


study made as a requirement for a degree. 
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Death of Jacob Albrandt 


Jacob Albrandt, 47, local testman of 
Lincoln Plant, succumbed to an illness 
of long standing at Lincoln Veterans 
Hospital on Sunday, November 15. Al- 
though his distress was not apparent, 
even to those who 
worked close to 
him, Mr. Albrandt 
was aware of his 
declining health and 
grimly remained on 
the job until he 
found it physically 
impossible to con- 
tinue — only a few 
weeks’ before his 
death. 

This was typical 
of Jacob, who was 
uncomplaining and quiet to a marked 
degree. His two great interests in life 
were his home and his job and most of 
his attention and attendance was ap- 
portioned to them. 


He came to LT&T as a Construction 
lineman in May 1942 and four months 
later was enrolled as a member of the 
Sea Bees, the famed construction unit 
of World War II. He trained at Camp 
Peary Virginia and was stationed at 
Fort Huememe California before his 
departure for the Western Pacific in 
May 1944. Most of his active duty was 


in the motor pool of a Naval construc- 
tion brigade. 


He returned to the construction de- 
partment in March 1946 and in Septem- 
ber 1949 transferred to Lincoln Plant as 
lineman. He became a combinationman 
In May 1952 and in August 1955 was 
made a testman. 


He was a member of the American 
Legion and the Frank H. Woods chapter 
of Independent telephone pioneers. 
Survivors include his wife, Arlene and 
three small children at home. 


Bowler Benal Hits 256 


The night of November 6 was a good 
one for bowler Leona Benal. She came 
within two strikes of the perfect game 
while rolling for the Haines Construc- 
tion team of Wahoo. 


Her total score was 256. But if she 
had any hopes for that 300 game, they 
were early dispelled. 


Mrs. Benal stepped up and slammed 
all ten pins down on her first try. But 
her next one was a spare, spoiling any 
hope of a perfect game. After this she 
rolled seven straight strikes, before 
slipping back to another spare. She 
followed this by another strike. 

Her 256 easily qualified her for the 
high individual game of the month, but 
she was beat out for the high individual 
series by a fellow Wahoo bowler, Peggy 
L. Davis, who ran up a 529 series, out- 
doing Mrs. Benal’s 519. 


Wesley Haas Treks West 


After a third of a century in which he 
labored at varied duties in the General 
Shop, Wesley T. Haas retired December 
1; having reached the age when all 
LT&T folk must lay aside their tools 
as an active em- 
ployee. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Haas had been an- 
ticipating the day 
and were packed 
and prepared to 
take the open road 
toward California 
where they will 
make their future 
home at Camarillo, 
in close proximity 
to Mr. Haas’s mother, four sisters and 
daughter, Jean. 


Their well-attended and pretty home 
in University Place was sold several 
months ago and they have since lived 
in rented quarters while developing 
their plans for the long migration. 

Mr. Haas, a veteran of World War I, 
came to the company in July 1926 as a 
painter and refinisher; a job he per- 
formed with an unmatched degree of 
excellence for the next 16 years. A 
break in health was largely responsible 
for his transfer to other sections of the 
General Shop, and in February 1942 he 
was assigned the duties of shopman. In 
this position his general abilities have 
been put to good usage in a wide range 
of assignments ever since. 

His friends in the company are keen- 
ly disappointed in the move that carries 
the amiable Wes from the close circle 
of our retired folk, but Mr. Haas feels 
that the factors that dictate his leave- 
taking are too strong to be denied. 


** - 


Leona Benal shows the stance which brought 
her the phenomenal score of 256 in last month's 
bowling. She spoiled a possible perfect game in 


the second frame as she rolled a spare instead of 
a strike. 
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Boyd Wedgwood Promoted 


Boyd M. Wedgwood was appointed 
November 12 to the newly created posi- 
tion of military communication super- 
visor on the staff of K. L. Lawson, gen- 
eral commercial superintendent. In his 
new duties he will 
assist in the plan- 
ning and ordering 
of communications 
facilities required 
for missile com- 
plexes and military 
installations in the 
company’s territory. 

Mr. Wedgwood 
represents the sec- 
ond generation with 

| LT&T; his father, 
Ernest Wedgwood having retired in 
1955 after receiving a 40-year service 
pin. Boyd joined the company as a 
groundman in August 1937 and was a 
shopman when he answered the call 
to the colors in 1942. 


He was in the armed forces nearly 
four years, serving as an Air Force 
master sergeant in the European The- 
ater. Returning to his work as shop- 
man in January 1946, he became a com- 
binationman later that year. In 1952 
he was promoted to installer-repairman 
PBX and in 1954 entered the supply 
department office as advanced clerk. 
He transferred to Lincoln Commercial 
as commercial representative in July 
1955 and in December of the same year 
was named service engineer; the posi- 
tion he held at the time of his current 
appointment. 


He is a member of Lancaster Lodge 
54, AF&AM and of the Frank H. Woods 
Pioneer chapter. 


Bargaining Concluded 


An agreement was reached November 
24 between the Company and the 
Union for increases in wages and 
changes in the working agreement. 

Wage increases for those in the eligi- 
ble group ranged from $1.00 to $3.50 
per week for men and $1.00 to $1.90 
per week for women. 

Changes in the working agreement 
were made to include four weeks of 
vacation for employees with 30 or more 
years of net credited service; to remove 
the title of car inspector from the bar- 
gaining unit; to pay money in lieu of 
vacation time in certain instances for 
an employee returning from a formal 
leave of absence: and providing wage 
differentials for the PBX operation in 
the 15th and M building at Lincoln and 
provisions required to meet certain 
scheduling problems incident to this 
operation. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Around The Circuit 


Mary Goracke, Mabel Lipskey, 
Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editors 


Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 
Grandchildren are in the news here. The 
proud grandfathers are George Eggleston, 
Myron Birdsley and George Damon. Vacation 
time for George Eggleston and George Damon 
was used to get acquainted with the new 
granddaughters ... Other vacationers were 
Warren Drake and Don Gilmore. Don and his 

family visited Phoenix, Arizona. 


Beatrice Area 


by Darlene Remmers and 
Veronica Siske 

Vacations continue despite cold and threat- 
ening weather. Dorothy Scheele journeyed to 
Oregon to visit relatives and Ruth Diekman 
went fishing at Republican City ... Bill 
Heikes traveled through Arizona and Old 
Mexico ... Max Brandt vacationed in Col- 
orado and Kansas City .. . Harlan Gillespie 
spent part of his vacation visiting an old tele- 
phone buddy in Newton, Iowa. While there 
he also toured the Maytag factory ... Other 
vacationers who enjoyed spending the pleas- 
ant autumn days around home were Henrietta 
and Anna Menninga, Dorothy Trauernicht 
(breaking in a new Buick!), Robert Ryan and 
D. V. Gollehon . Weekend visitors were 
Marcella O’Bryan in Omaha viewing “South 
Pacific’ and Darlene Remmers visiting her 
sister and family there ... Robert Lemkau 
and family attended the wedding of a niece 
at Sutton ... Among the deer hunters were 
Rolland Drake, Bill Heikes and Frank Nevitt 
who each brought one back from Crawford, 
and Marie Fuller and her husband who failed 
to bring home any venison but had a wonder- 
ful time anyway ... Bill Heikes aiso got two 
Canadian geese . . . Harlan Gillespie has that 
proud look on his face because he is now a 
grandfather! 


Crete Area 


by Loretta MclIInay 


Chief Operator Vivian Kinghorn was 
pleased to see Shirley Gerdes and Betty 
Whitlow of Lincoln and Alice Haddox of 
Kansas City who stopped by for a brief 
visit . . . Vivian celebrated her birthday on 
November 15 and she was guest of honor at 
an afternoon coffee in the operator’s lounge, 
at which time a gift was presented to her. 
Special guests were her son Lynn and her 
sister, Mrs. L. G. Headley. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois McCord 


Vacations are still the news here. Among 
the travelers were L. A. Scott who visited in 
Florida, Helen DeBord who visited her son in 
Denver, Irene Smalldon who traveled in the 
Los Angeles area and in Las Cruces, New 
Mexico, and saw the Carlsbad Caverns, and 
Lois McCord who vacationed in Texas, 
crossed the river into Old Mexico and spent 
a few days in Wyoming . . Mandane Reid 
entertained her sister-in-law and Christmas 
shopped Earl Schemmerhorn spent his 
vacation hunting and training his dog : 
Jack Ruble is in the Veterans Hospital in 


Lincoln ... Weekend visitors in Lincoln were 
Linda Turner, Charlene Bogle and Dorcas 
Slater ... Anne Snell and Janice Kasparek 
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Subscribers were informed of the cutover to 
seven-digit dialing by many means in a program 
of public information which dates back about two 
years. One of the methods as the time for the 
cutover drew near was the use of outdoor bill- 
boards, such as the one pictured here. 


are both wearing new diamond rings ; 
“Buster”? Folkers is a coon hunting fan and 
has helped catch between 25 and 30 coons this 
season . . . Traffic and Commercial girls 
enjoyed a masquerade Halloween party and 
everyone had a hilarious time. Those in 
charge were Cecelia Siegel, Sharon Chappell, 
Mary Jackson and Annabelle Stocker. 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


Area Manager Adamson attended the Group 
Medical Insurance Plan meeting held in Hast- 
ings on November 17 Vacationers in 
November include Theo Speed from the Com- 
mercial department, and Nata Hershey and 
Helen Adermann of the Traffic department. 
They report that most of their vacation time 
was spent at home. 


Hastings Area 


by Elaine Kershner, Floyd Crewdson 
and Luetta Bacon 


Those of us who were lucky (?) enough to 
be chosen to be on the committees for the 
Christmas Party, have been busy making ar- 
rangements for same. The decorating com- 
mittee has set up shop in the former District 
Office, and we are eager to see the creations 
they come up with . Mr. and Mrs. E. J. 
Flowerday spent Thanksgiving with Mr. and 
Mrs. D. R. Hill of Hastings ... On the sub- 
ject of the new billing procedure, we hava 
but one comment—“Help!” ... Linda Sultzer 
of the Commercial department has terminated 
her employment to assume a position at the 
City National Bank A stranger to the 
area, now identified as Houghton “Fill the 
Air with Buckshot” Furr, lost sight of his 
valuable hunting dog as he was reducing the 
local pheasant population. This loss neces- 
sitated an overnight stay with frantic calls 
to the local radio station, newspaper and 
television station. It all went for naught as 
he found the dog himself by mid-morning 
of the following day Reports from 
hunters in the Western end prove that the 
wily pheasant is a pretty smart bird. Every- 
one reports seeing birds but are unable to 
get too close to them, so prospects are good 
that some will be left over for next year. 
Then too, the problem is to hit them when 


~< 17 Ye 


they are flushed close enough to you 
Vacationers for the month of November were 
Jack Roth, Darrell Joynt, Merle Heath, C. W. 
Hayes, Duane Webb, Floyd Arvanette and 
Harry Tubbs. We trust that they enjoyed 
their well earned rest The Hastings 
installers are busy working on additional 
toll line multiple jacks and extending the 
existing answer lamps on the Hastings toll 
board ... Lloyd Jenkins conducted a Safety 
First Meeting for Plant and Construction em- 
Dloyees during the third week in November 
...R. D. Andrews and Ken Versaw made one 
of their flying visits to Hastings the other 
day ... Tom Hedges and crew have been 
busy taking down some oid cable on West 
3rd which was relieved by the new under- 
ground cable installation . . We are happy 
to see Bob Ziegler back to work following 
his recent car accident . We welcome 
Harry Hill as a new member of the Hastings 
Construction, and hope his association with 
us will be a happy one... Fall, that won- 
derful time of the year, has been the choice 
of traffic folks for their vacations. Miss 
Pearson spent a week visiting in Denver and 
tells that the weather was ideal—nice and 
warm; Betty Magee spent some time in Lin- 
coln and the balance of her vacation time at 
home with her family; Audrey McKeown 
visited her sister in Davenport, Iowa. Audrey 
has taken quite a little kidding about the 
number of vacations she has had this year, 
since she was eligible for three weeks and 
has taken a week at a time in three different 
months; LaDelle Shidler traveled to the 
northwestern part of the state where she 
enjoyed some deer hunting and the rest of 
her time she spent at home; Joyce Hecht 
visited her sister in Columbus for a few days 
. . . Our congratulations go to Pat Crewdson, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Crewdson 
(Floyd is with the Hastings Plant Depart- 
ment). Pat is attending Kearney State College 
where she is a Junior. She was recently 
honored by being chosen to play the leading 
role of ‘““Magnolia’’ in the Musical Production 
of “Show Boat’ which was presented by the 
College’s Department of Fine Arts. Friends 
from Hastings who saw the play were enthus- 
iastic about it and particularly Pat’s per- 
formance. 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona J. Kenning 
We still have a few employees who are 
enjoying vacations this late in the year. 
From the Traffic department are Ruth Ritten- 
house and Paula Evans, from the Commercial 
department Manager E. H. Wellman, and from 
the Plant department Ronald Francis. All 


seemed to stay quite close to home... On 
October 10, Eva Stutz went to Sutton to attend 
the wedding of her niece .. . Our congratula- 


tions to Ruth Rittenhouse who is the new 
Chief Operator at Hebron Rose Mary 
Hiller is now a full time operator ... Loyal 
Eitzman who was with the Construction de- 
partment, has transferred to Superior as a 
combinationman. We certainly wish Loyal 
success in his new assignment ... We wel- 
come Bill Berger of the Construction depart- 


ment to the Hebron Area ... Plans are 
getting underway for a Merry Christmas 
party at the Hebron exchange .. . Yours 


truly is very proud of “little’’ brother who 
made All State Guard in Class B. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen 


Vacations are still in effect. ... Mr. and 
Mrs. George Placek have left for California 
to visit their son and family... . Others vaca- 


tioning are Mr. Ernst, Erman Wheatcraft, Lor- 
raine Steckly, Elaine Teten, Mary Ross, Betty 
Eaton and Nancy Prue. . Mr. R. D. An- 
drews, Lincoln, was a recent visitor in the 
office. . . . Mrs. Combs has been here the past 
few weeks supervising class work. 


Plattsmouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 


Tla Jan Gochenour, traffic, has returned 
from her vacation in Springfield, Mass. 
Elizabeth Nichols and Helen Ofe vacationed 
at home. Thelma Tritsch and husband 
spent their vacations in the south, spending 
time in Natchez and New Orleans... . Sondra 
Robb and family spent Thanksgiving in Cal- 
andra, Iowa, visiting relatives and friends. 
... Mr. and Mrs. Clark attended a square 
dance in Syracuse November 30 and are look- 
ing forward to a gala time at the Stock Ex- 
change Building in Omaha at a dance put on 
by the Wolfe Brothers of Omaha. ... Mr. 
Humiston and family spent Thanksgiving with 
Roy Hiatt and family in Lincoln. 


Superior Area 


by Irene L. Oltman 


Vacations are still very much in the news. 
Clara Mae Chambers started her vacation trip 
by driving to the Ozarks, then on to Washing- 
ton, D. C., where she visited many historical 
points of interest, and then back home 
through Ohio and Indiana. She had such a 
fine trip she says she is ready to go again. 
... H. L. Whitney and his son got in some 
deer hunting at Crawford, Nebraska, and re- 
turned with two deer to show for their ef- 
forts. ... Mr. Kubat’s vacation took him to 
Missouri where he visited Bert Kline, for- 
merly with the Superior Plant Department 
and now retired. . Bertha Anderson and 
Irene Oltman spent their vacation time at 
home. ... R. A. Cruickshank who recently 
transferred to the Lincoln Plant Department, 
was honored at a coffee party given by fellow 
employees, with best wishes for success in his 
new assignment. . We extend a welcome 
to R. C. Green and family. Mr. Green recently 
transferred to Superior from the Hastings 
Construction Department. ... On November 
17, Clara Mae Chambers drove a group of 
Eastern Star members to a meeting at Con- 
cordia, Kansas. Bob Culver has been 
working hard on the Boy Scout finance cam- 
paign which is sponsored by the Lions Club. 

. Jim Bauer and Bob Culver are among 
the list of charter members in the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce which recently or- 
ganized. Jim was elected second vice presi- 
dent. 


Suffon Area 
by Catherine Cassell 


The Sutton Area employees, their husbands 
and wives, enjoyed a steak dinner at the 
Ivanhoe Club in Hastings, honoring Mr. and 
Mrs. G. J. Bosak. Mr. Bosak recently trans- 
ferred to Sutton from the York area. ... 
Hunting has been of prime interest to the 
men in the Sutton area including pheasant, 
duck and deer hunting. Gerald Bosak was 
lucky in getting two deer. ... Mr. Fred Ad- 
kins, who is now retired, was a recent visitor 
in the Sutton office. 


Syracuse 


by Norma Jean Dettmer 


Vacations are finished for another year and 
the last weeks of vacation were spent at their 
homes by Chester Byard, Louise Budt, Betty 
Peoples, Elmer Neujahr, and Norma Jean 
Dettmer. ... Margaret Rappl has become a 
fan of the Grand O] Opry and faithfully at- 
tends all their showings in Lincoin. 


H. W. Tubbs, PBX installer-repairman and Dar- 
rel Joynt, combinationman, of Hastings, stand in 
front of their truck on a pleasant, warm day. 


Sophia Windels attended the University Sym- 
phony Concert in Lincoln. Sonia Copenhaver, 
an occasional operator, took part in the con- 
cert. 


Tecumseh Area 
by Leila Douglas 


Norma Lee Hahn and husband _ spent 
Thanksgiving with her parents in Hamburg, 
Iowa. ... On the same holiday Florence 
Adams entertained her sister and family from 
Lineoln, and the Ivan Livingstons had 14 
guests from Nebraska City for a pheasant, 
quail and rabbit dinner. Ivan went hunting 
on his vacation and had good luck according 
to that menu! Harold Drake has been 
walking with the aid of a cane since he fell 
in a hole while coon hunting. (He didn’t say 
if he caught the coon.) ... Out-of-town vis- 
itors were Irene Thies and the Keedys in 
Lincoln, Mary Meister in Omaha, and Clara 
Costello who visited a niece in Falls City and 
attended a class play in Table Rock in which 
her nephew participated. ... Birthday cele- 
brations during November were held for 
Juanita Ettleman, Florence Adams and Ines 
Meister. . . . Vera Norvell made short trips to 
Omaha, Auburn and Beatrice during her va- 
cation. ... Virginia Lempka has moved into 
a new home recently purchased in Tecumseh 

Mary Lou Rickman was soloist at a 
friend’s wedding in Lincoln recently. ... 
Area Manager Ted Husing has been elected 
President of Kiwanis Club... . Nancy Gottula 
has returned from a wonderful trip and vaca- 
tion in Florida. She was the envy of the of- 
fice force when her card was received saying 
she was enjoying the sunshine—it was snow- 
ing here. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


Mrs. Edna Pflughaupt, Chief Operator, is 
the proud grandmother of a little boy, the 
first boy in the family for 28 years... . There 
are several vacationers in the Traffic Depart- 
ment this month. Gayle Hodges and Geraldine 
Wettstead traveled to Colorado to visit friends 
and to go mountain climbing. ... Alice 
Chambers starts her vacation November 22, 
and to add to her holiday joy, her son is 
home on furlough from the Navy for 30 days. 

. Bonnie Bors, traffic, who was in a one- 
car accident, will return to work on Monday, 
November 23d. Welcome back, Bonnie. 
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Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Sandie Gibson, Associate Editor 


We are finally settled in the new building— 
almost. In the Disbursement Section, file cab- 
inets, cupboards, and storage boxes have been 
set up, and the boxes of supplies are begin- 
ning to disappear. A new vault is being built 
for the use of both sections of Accounting 
which we all agree will be more convenient 
than the basement vaults in the old building. 
Data Processing is growing larger by the 
week with more machines, work, and people. 
It reminds me of Grand Central Station 
where everyone is about to miss their train. 
... If you are a night owl, be sure to drop 
in on Data Processing from 6:00 P.M. to 10:00 
P.M. This is a new shift for key punch op- 
erators and those others who are ambitious 
enough to work during those hours. Printing 
Service has really been on the go putting the 
telephone number prefixes on their Addresso- 
graph plates. . Mickey Ward has visitors 
from warm, sunny California. She is enjoy- 
ing a visit from her sister-in-law and nephew. 
We should be so lucky as to have them bring 
the weather with them... . Larry Jones was 
a proud and well-fed husband on Thanksgiv- 
ing Day. His wife, JoAn, made her first at- 
tempt at preparing the holiday dinner for the 
in-laws of the family. Larry’s simple descrip- 
tion of her attempt: ‘“‘She was a_ success!”’ 
... If you think your turkey was good for 
Thanksgiving, you should have visited Estella 
Foght. Her husband, Harold, went hunting 
and wound up with a young buck deer. Need 
I say more? Did you know we have 
royalty among us? On December 9, George 
Mann received the high honor of being in- 
stalled as King of Lincoln Chapter No. 6, and 
Illustrous Master of Lincoln Council No. 4 of 
the Royal Arch Masons. It. you.,.are 
musically inclined then you are a Pat McIn- 
tyre fan. Pat is girl piano accompanist for 
the University Men’s Glee Club. One of her 
most recent appearances was given at the 
Lincoln Public Schools Activities Building 
where she helped play for the Glee Club 
there during the Music Clinic. She enjoys 
playing the piano and likes ‘‘all kinds” of 
music. ... In closing may we wish you all 
the merriest Christmas and happiest New 
Year ever. 


Revenue Section 
Carol Carlson, Associate Editor 


The first column written from the new 
building brought about news of some vaca- 
tions, some family Thanksgiving get-togeth- 
ers, and a lot of work. ... Betty Hlavinka is 
one of the lucky vacationers, traveling to 
Denver via train for one week. ... Wanda 
Carman spent a week at home... . Eleanor 
Grabowski enjoyed a visit with friends from 
Milbank, S. D. recently. ... We in Revenue 
Accounting also have enjoyed visiting with 
friends lately, those being Sally Greenwalt 
and Danny, Donelle Cotton and Scott, and 
Joan Sprouse. ... Louise Jenkins has been 
traveling to Omaha quite regularly to view 
the wrestling matches... . It is a pleasure to 
report that Eunice Bailey's week in the hos- 
pital brought no bad reports and Eunice is 
back on the job again. Two operations 
caused Helen Pickard and Clara Jones to 
vacate their desks for a short while. Helen’s 
sister had surgery as did Clara’s mother the 
same day. Both patients are improving very 
nicely... . Belva Jean Gleason spent Thanks- 
giving Day in Syracuse with her family... . 
Ramona Johnson is the lucky one after win- 
ning a 14 lb. turkey at Bingo. .. Ramona, 
however, has nothing on Lily Malacek who 
also won a gobbler at Wendelin Baking Co. 

. . Cleo Hartman traveled to Seward to have 
Thanksgiving there. ... A new addition to 


Janice Schriber’s household is in the form of 
a Chihuahua puppy called “Tippy.” .. . Elsie 
Holtzen spent her vacation in Davenport and 
Kansas. ... Zigrida Taurins bade farewell to 
the department and is now waiting for her 
new arrival. 
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Engineering 
W. G. Ehrlich, Associate Editor 


On Friday, November 13, the Engineering 
Department moved to its new home on the 
sixth floor of the new building. ... Larry 
Konz’s daughter, Rhonda Jean, received hon- 
orable mention in the 25th Annual Depart- 
ment Store Photo Contest. Bill Eckles 
seems to be about the only one doing much 
hunting lately. The past few weekends he 
has been getting his share of quail and 
pheasants. 


General Traffic 


Marilyn Beckerbauer, Associate Editor 


It seems as though most of our department 
spent their respective Thanksgivings at home, 
enjoying the traditional day of feasting (and 
football games). . . . during the latter part of 
November, Rae Ellen Grannis made a special 
trip to Hastings to be the maid of honor in 
her sister’s wedding. . . . Your Associate Ed- 
itor, Marilyn Beckerbauer, was put out of 
action December 5, when she received pain- 
ful burns on both arms and her left hand. 
The mishap occurred in her kitchen when she 
spilled hot grease on herself... . The L.T.&T. 
Christmas Party brought out a number of 
General Traffic members, all decked out in 
their holiday finery. To add to the festivities, 
Jackie Schizas and her husband entertained 
a group of friends at the Compass Room fol- 
lowing the dance. Among those attending the 
gathering were Marlene and Keith Thompson 
and yours truly with husband Rick. ... May 
we extend to all of you our best wishes for a 
happy holiday season. 


Lincoln Plant 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Joy Dobbs and John McKinzie were visitors 
in the Area Plant Office during the month of 
November. Claude Helm spent the last 
week of his vacation hunting. ... Mr. Gray, 
wife and mother-in-law from Los Angeles 
spent several days vacationing in Greeley, 
Colorado. They stopped at Fort Collins to visit 
a friend of theirs and did some sight-seeing 
at Estes Park. The rest of the week was spent 
taking it easy at home... . We will take this 
opportunity to wish every one A VERY 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW 
YEAR. 


"A" Office 


by William Baker 


Stanley Schweitzer spent two weeks of va- 
cation deer hunting in the western part of 
the state, and got his limit the first day... . 
Myron Shavlik visited us while on leave from 
Camp Carson, Colorado. 


"2-5-1" Office 


by Chris Lyberis 


Don Norton and Jim Ehlers went hunting 
around Bennet. They managed to get one 
pheasant. ... Yours truly went hunting 
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around Fairbury and got 5 quail. 


Wire Chief's Section, 14th & M 
by Marilyn Jo Osborn 


The holidays are upon us again, and Plant 
folk seemed to have had a delightful Thanks- 
giving Day. . Most all report they spent 
the holiday with their families and friends 
and enjoyed all the turkey with the trim- 
mings with one exception CRANBERRIES. 

. On November 19, the Cable Department 
girls met at the Cornhusker Hotel for a 
breakfast in honor of Mrs. Donna Schumann. 
Donna is leaving us to get ready for her new 
job as a mother... . Wayne Higgins and Russ 
White did some deer hunting in Gering, the 
party all shot their limit. On the way home 
they stopped around the North Platte area to 


do some pheasant and duck hunting. ... Jim 
Howland reports he went quail hunting 
around Crete, and come home with 2....Mr. 


and Mrs. Marion Wynn are the proud owners 
of a ‘“59’’ Plymouth. Sharon Wulf and 
hubby have been busy moving into their new 


home. ... B. D. Pattison and wife had 
Thanksgiving dinner at Nebraska City with 
Mrs. Pattison’s sister and husband. ... We 


wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 


Wire Chief's Section—21st & L 


by Art Albers 


Eldon Drewel spent one week visiting in 
Kansas and also several days painting his 
house. ... Richard Anthony spent one week 
at home taking it easy. . . Leonard White 
took the last week of his vacation to hunt 
deer in the Western part of the state. ... 
Bob Hawkins, Joe Miller and Lloyd Miller 
had a good time and also pretty good luck 
the weekend they went pheasant hunting. 


Toll Equipment 


by JoAnn Knapp 


Perry Caldwell spent his vacation taking it 
easy at home, but went as far as Omaha and 
stayed all night there. Ivan Paddack 
spent his last week taking it easy at home. 


Supply 


by Mary L. Wynn 

Ray Sherman vacationed in California visit- 
ing relatives. Bill Rosenthal spent the 
Thanksgiving holiday in [linois and Floyd 
Barnett visited relatives in Kansas ... Frank 
Condos, Jr. of Denver stopped by to see all 
his friends in Supply while in Lincoln visiting 
his parents. ... Dick Grant was on recent jury 
call. ... Sixty-five well-wishing co-workers 
gathered to honor Wes Haas at a farewell din- 
ner party prior to his retirement on Novem- 
ber 30. Wes lost no time in departing for his 
new home in California. They left Lincoln 
December 1. 


Lincoln Traffic 
Unit One 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


It’s true Santa Claus is coming to town but 
here in Traffic he jumped the gun and “done 
come” because on December 15 our annual 
Christmas Traffic party was held, planned by 
a clever committee headed by Nadine Lacev 
and consisting of Genevieve Clapp, Daisy 
Armstrong, Geraldine Meyers, Carole Ross. 
Donna Hensley, Jane Marshall, and Rita 
Vyhlidal of Unit II. There were fun games. 
prizes and an interesting program, they also 
had the foresight to order yummy food served 
on beautifully decorated tables. These versa- 
tile girls have hidden talents and we thank 
them for the lovely time we all had. 
When Bonnie Albrandt had her house moving 
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it wasn’t quite as she had planned. In fact, 
it was a terrible ordeal to be awakened at 
3:00 A. M. to find one’s house moved off its 
its foundation. Bonnie has had to move out 
while the house is being rebuilt. ... We be- 
lieve that Lillian Hubbard has a speaking 
acquantaince with every yellow rose in Texas 
she has made so many treks down thataway. 
She’s gone again to spend a week with her 
son and family. When we asked Ella Han- 
sen where she was spending her vacation 
she replied, “In that handsome Hansen man- 
sion.’ Evelyn Agena spent a week in Chicago 
while on vacation. Mabel Volpp and 
Wilma Felty spent some time in the hospital 
this month. We extend our sympathies to 
Ruth Goslin for the death of her mother.... 
When Bernice Bishop went after her laundry 
at a local laundromat not long ago, someone 
else beat her to it and poor Bernice went 
home “sheetless’’. She came back the next 
morning to find a young man with a bundle 
of clothes who came up to her and asked, 
“Are you the lady with the green sheets?” 
Some poor unsuspecting husband had thought 
he was doing his wife a favor by taking the 
clothes out of the dryer, only to get the 
wrong ones. ... Shirley Snyder was nearly 
late for work the other morning and she was 
so fussed that she put her purse in the re- 
frigerator and took her lunch in to work with 
her. We all like cold cash but this is ridicu- 
lous. ... Donna Donovan quoted a charge 
the other day saying “plus tax’’ and her 
subscriber said to her, “Figure that too, I’ve 
got a cold.’’ Must have been in his head... . 
Happy holidays to all you happy people, see 
you next year. 


Unit Two 


Vera Wasson, Associate Editor 


The halis are decked, the gifts piled high. 
The carols ring out and we echo with Tiny 
Tim, ‘‘Merry Christmas, and God bless us, 
every one.” ... Thanksgiving out-of-towners 
were Donna Bijlsma and husband visiting 
relatives in Bennet, Judy Imus and husband 
motoring to Columbus, and Loraine Hall who 
spent a long weekend in Arnold. ... We ex- 
tend sympathy to Cecile Morehead in the loss 
of her father and Jean LeBarge in the loss of 
her grandmother. ... Fern Bade and family 
visited friends in Nemaha. Oakel Butler vis- 
ited her son and family and her mother in 
Auburn. Gladys Neugebauer and family have 
moved into a new home and are busy getting 
everything settled. Cecile Morehead drove to 
Minden during her early December vacation 
to see the beautiful Christmas pageant. ... 
Myra Metcalf spent a few days in the hospital 
recently. . We welcome Bernie Thompson 
back from leave of absence. . 

Listen my children and you shall hear, 

The adventures of Vera and Ruthie dear. 
One icy, windy morning a little before seven 
They went for a sail on cloud number ’leven. 
And sail we did, right across the sidewalk 
into the street. If there hadn’t been such 
trifles as curbs in the way, we were well on 
on our way to being the first (using the word 
loosely) girl astronauts! 


“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


At the last club meeting Rod Andrews gave 
a talk on the group Major Medical Expense 
insurance plan. Our attendance that day was 
very good. Bert Huddleston spent the 
Thanksgiving weekend with his son in Omaha. 
They went duck hunting on the Missouri 
river but failed to see any ducks. ... Lucy 
Lyle had as guests for Thanksgiving her 
grandson, George Buell and family of Mur- 
dock. ... On Thanksgiving Day Florence 
McKie and sister were surprised by a Visit 
from two Korean boys, one who is a college 
classmate of their nephew, Alan McKie. The 
other is attending Nebraska University. . 
Florence Arbogast enjoyed Thanksgiving with 
her sister, Mrs. Jesse Richmond on a farm 
near Waverly. 
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WITH YOUR CALL I‘LL 
GIVE YOU THE 
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Charlie Peachman, retired, has an unwanted guest. A squirrel set up housekeeping at 
the Peachman home and Charlie hasn't been able to evict him. He's tried leaving the 
door open when he goes to town, hoping the rodent will become enamored with the view 
but this does no good. The animal simply dashes out to dig up a few walnuts and 
carries them back into the house. As we go to press the squirrel is still in posses- 
of his warm quarters. 


| 


— 
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Ralph Retzlaff, Data Processing, re- 
ceived a call from Cleo Hartman, Rev- 
enue Accounting, asking him to look 
up some information while she held 
the line. He left the telephone and 
collected the facts but there his 
memory failed. He took the long walk 
to Cleo's office where he found her 
still awaiting his voice from the 
other end of the line. 


Mike Carr, Aubdurn Plant, locked his keys 
in the Brock unattended office and found 
himself stranded. He was unable to enter 
the building or drive his truck until the 
arrival of help dispatched from Auburn. 


John Reed found he'd picked up a bit of 
weight when he tried to squeeze into a 
thin booth at a cozy restaurant. John 
managed to get hopelessly stuck and had 
to be rescued by a waitress who turned 
the table sideways to allow space for 
John's newly acquired avoirdupois. 


Evelyn Aln, Accounting, waited with 
growing ire as her husband failed to 
meet her at the appointed corner after 
a shopping tour. At last she Spied a 
familiar pink and white car and as it 
came toa stop she flounced into the 
front seat. After along silence as 


her temper subsided she suddenly had 
the disturbing thought that they had 
sold their pink and white car recently 
so the man at the wheel could'nt pos- 
sibly be her husband. : 


PARDON ME, LADY, BUT 
YOU HRE UNZIPPED 
DOWN THE BACK ! 


— CIRCUMSTANCES 
BEYOND MY CONTROL ~ 


Tom Goldenstein, Engineering, was pretty : 
proud of his shot - straight through the PHd Dick Hobson, Traffic, 
eye of a distant squirrel. He picked it Worst moment of the }|}disappeared from the 


the corpus delicti and deposited it ina month for Eunice | office for most of a 

box in the trunk of his car. Arriving Bailey, Accounting, || morning and confessed 

: . . ze home he reached for his trophy and found was at an uptown jhe had become trapped 

ene peeves0, Engineering, met the five the box empty. The squirrel was gone! cafe where she came by a faulty lock in 

0 clock rush head-on as he tried to get Not until long afterwards did he find it dressed in her Sun- |jthe boy's room on the 

off the elevator on the 6th floor at behind the spare tire where it undoubted- day best. Only she |inow deserted fourth 

toth and M. The next moment he was ly had crawled under its own power before had forgotten the |/floor at the lith & 
Crushed into @ rear corner and on his expiring a second time. ‘ final glance in the |/M building. 


way back to the ground floor. rear-view mirror. 
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